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GENERAL 

P   R    E   F   A   C    E, 


IN  this  Collection  of  our  Author's  Works  on 
the  late  Rebellion  of  Ireland,  and  the  neceflity 
iof  an  incorporating  Union  between  Great  Britain 
and  our  Siller  Kingdom,  the  Reader  is  not  only 
prefented  with  a  fair  Reprefentation  of  the  then 
political  State  of  the  latter,  but  with  a  complete 
Review  of  all  the  Pamphlets  which  had  been  for-  , 
merly  publifhed  on  this  interefting  Subject,  par-, 
ticularly  one,  entitled,  "  The  Cafe  of  Ireland  con- 
lidered  ;"  another,  <c  Confiderations  on  the  State 
of  Public  Affairs  in  the-  Year  1799  ;"  and  "The 
Speech  of  Lord  Mirito  in  tjie-  Houfe  of  Peers, 
April  ii,  1799." 

A  retrofpeft  of  thofe  late  difturbances  and  dif- 
tradlions  which  have  led  to  the  now  nearer  alliance 
of  Ireland  to  England,  muft  to  the  ruminating 
mind  be  highly  fatisfactory,  as  it  affords  the 
means  of  comparing  the  prefent  with  the  pad, 
and  difplays  the  happy  effeds  of  that  remedy  (/.  e. 
The  Union)  which  was  fo  judicioufly  prefcribed. 

In 
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In  perilling  the  following  pages  the  Reader  friurt 
be  aware  of  the  dates  in  which  they  were  produced; 
confequently,  the  repeated  terms  of  -N&kv>  Prefent> 
&c.  apply  to  the  time,  of  then  writing ;  and  this 
having  been  the  time  of  War,  feveral  barfh  ex- 
preflions  mufl  be  overlooked ;  expreflions  which 
Ihould  have  been  expunged  in  this  NEW  EDITION, 
had  the  tenor  of  what  followed  permitted  ;  but 
this  intimation  being  judged  fufficient,  we  hav.q 
republifhed  the  whole  without  any  variation,  ex- 
cept a  few  occafional  Notes, 


PA-RT    I.  ,> 

AN 

S    W    E    R 
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ADDRESS      < 


RIGHT  HONOURABLE  ~  ^.  ' 

>     HENRY  G RATTAN, 

EX-REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN  IN 

PARLIAMENT, 
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FELLOW  CITIZENS  OF  DUBLIN. 


PATRICK  DUIGENAN,  L.  L.  D. 


Thy  Tongue  imagineth  Wickednefs,  and  with  Lies  thou  cutteft 
like  a  fharp  Razor. 

Thou  haft  Ipved  Unrighteoufnefs  more  than  Gobdrieis,  and  to  talk 
of 'Lies  more  than  Righteoufnefs. 

Thou  haft  loved  to  fpea^all  words  that  may  do  hurt,  O-thotffalfe 
Tongue!  '_  ^PSALM  lii.  Ver.  s,\,  5-; 
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T  O    T  H  E 


RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


HENRY    G  RATTAN. 


the  clofc  of  your  parliamentary  exiftence,  the  diffblu- 
tion  of  the  late  Parliament  of  Ireland,  you  have  thought  fit 
to  publifh  a  letter,  addrefied  to  your  fellow  citizens  of  Dub- 
lin, (luffed  with  invectives  which  I  have  heard  you  utter  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  the  commencement  of  three  fefli- 
ons  of  that  parliament ;  and  prophetic  denunciations  of  im- 
pending deftru&ion  againft  all  your  political  adverfaries,  that 
is,  every  ProteftaYit  gentleman,  of  fenfe,  honour,  and  fpirit,  in 
the  kingdom,  and  every  true  friend  of  the  conftitution  in 
church  and  ftate.  This  conftitution  too  you  have  endea- 
voured to  vilify  and  traduce  with  peculiar  acrimony  and  ma- 
lignity, and  have  exerted  all  the  talents  you  poflefs  to  irritate 
and  inflame  the  lower  order  of  the  people  to  refiftance  againft 
lawful  authority,  and  excite  them  to  maflacre  and  rebellion  ; 
thus,  in  your  laft  agonies  of  difappointed  ambition,  imitating 
the  impious  and  expiring  tyrant  in  the  cataftrophe  of  a  tragedy, 
whom  the  poet  generally  paints  as  expending  his  laft  breath  in 
blafphemy,  curfes,  and  execrations. 

As  you  have  addrefled  this  letter  to  your  fellow  citizens  of 
Dublin,  and  as  fcveral  pofitions  in  it  might  gain  fome  cre- 
dit, (at  leaft  in  Great  Britain,  where  it  has  been  publiftied, 
and  induftrioufly  circulated;  from  the  audacity  of  ther  publi- 


cation,  people  ignorant  of  the  fa&s  generally  thinking  that 
no  man  of  any  character  would  venture  to  vouch  the  truth  of 
pofitions  under  his  fignature,  if  they  were  utterly  groundlefs ; 
and  as  I  have  the  honour  of  being  a  freeman  and  a  freeholder 
of  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  therefore  one  of  thofe  whom  you 
have  addrefled,  I  have  taken  up  my  pen  to  artfwer  your  letter, 
to detect  your  falfehoods,  to  expofe  your  miftatements,  to  pluck 
off  your  mafk  of  patriotifm  and  public  fpirit,  and  unveil  to 
the  world  your  projects  and  defigns,  in  all  their  natural  de- 
formity. 

As  in  your  letter  you  have  abandoned  all  decency,  and 
indulged,  what  appears  from  your  conftant  pra£Uce,  a  natural 
propenfity,  in  all  kinds  of  the  moft  favage  abufe  of  every 
thing  which  muft  be  held  revered  and  refpeclable  in  a  Hate 
whilft  it  has  exiftence,  and  have  even  out-pained  Paine ,-  it  is 
impoflible,  in  anfwering  it,  ftri£tly  to  adhere  to  all  the  rules 
of  politenefs,  to  which  every  decent  writer  is  intitled  from 
his  antagonift.  No  man  wreftles  with  a  fweep-chimney  with- 
out foil  from  his  foot ;  however,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  keep 
myfelf  as  uncontaminated  as  poflible  in  the  conteft,  though 
my  adverfary  be  armed,  as  Doctor  Bcntly  is  reprefented  to 
be  in  the  Battle  of  the  Books,  that  is,  wielding  with  one  hand 
a  flail,  and  with  the  other,  a  pot  of  ordure. 

You  begin  your  letter  by  ftating,  "  That  you  have  found 
"  the  citizens  of  Dublin  gracious  matters,  and  they  have 
"  found  in  you  aa  unprofitable  fervant;  but  that  fo  long  as 
"  the  prefent  reprefentation  in  the  Commons'  Houfe  conti- 
"  nues,  fo  long  muft  you  refpe&fully  decline  the  folicitingat 
*c  their  hands  a  feat  in  that  aflembly." 

The  firft  part  of  this  ftatement,  that  the  citizens  of  Dublin 
have  found  in  you  an  unprofitable  fervant,  is  very  true,  but  it 
does  not  exprefs  the  whole  truth,  for  they  have  found  you  not 
only  an  unprofitable,  but  an  ungrateful,  difrefpe&ful,  and  mi£- 
c^ievous  fervant. 

Mr.  Grat-  When  you  had  acquired  a  reputation  for  parliamentary  abi- 
witht  td  ^  (confiderably  greater  than  you  deferved ;  by  retailing  in  the 
tempt  the  Houfe  of  Commons  Molyneaux's  State  of  Ireland,  and  Swift's 
letters,  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  ignorant  of  your 

real 


real  charafter,  returned  you  as  one  of  their  representatives  in  (Htuents, 

.  *.Tr,  the  citizens 

the  laft  parliament,  without  expence  to  you.  What  return  Of  Dublin, 
have  you  made  them  ?  As  foon  as  you  had  difclofed  your 
dangerous  project  of  fubverting  the  religious  cftablimment  of 
the  country,  and  fubftituting  popery  in  its  (lead,  under  the 
pretence  of  granting  equality  of  civil  privileges  to  all  defcrip- 
tions  of  his  Majefty's  fubjc&s  (the  very  mafk  affumed  by 
King  James  the  fecond,  when  engaged  in  the  execution  of  a 
fimilar  project,)  but  really  with  a  view  of  fmoothing  your 
Way  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  civil  conftitution  of  the  country, 
(which  was  alfo  the  defign  of  King  James) ;  the  corporation, 
of  the  City  of  Dublin,  alarmed  at  fuch  conduct  in  their  re- 
prefentative,  aflembled  and  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  you,  con* 
tabling  inftru&ions  for  your  conduct  in  parliament  relative  to 
the  claims  of  the  Romanifts,  as  contained  in  an  acrimonious 
libel  on  the  Proteftants  of  this  kingdom  in  the  form  of  a  pe- 
tition, drawn  up  by  a  Romifti  convention  ;  and  they  dire&ed 
you,  their  reprefentative,  to  oppofe  in  parliament  any  further 
^xtenfion  of  civil  privileges  to  the  Irifn  Romanifts,  as  fubver- 
five  of  the  conftitution,  they  being  already,  in  pofleffion  of 
every  privilege  neceflfary  to  fecure  their  liberties  civil  and  re* 
Ijgious,  their  lives  and  properties. 

When  this  addrefs  was  prefented  to  you,  you  rejected  the 
inftru&ions  of  your  conftituents  with  a  degree  of  arrogance 
and  contempt,  perhaps  peculiar  to  you  ;  and  while  that  par- 
liament continued,  your  efforts  to  fubvert  the  conftitution  in 
church  and  ftate,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  were  violent 
and  unremitting:  you  aflembled  Romifli  conventions  and 
committees  ;  you  fupported  on  every  occafion  in  parliament 
the  Romifh  demands  of  fubverfion  of  the  Froteftant  efta- 
blifhment ;  you  reprobated  all  the  laws  made  in  this  kingdora  , 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  ftate  againft  the  plots,  machinations,  and 
the  rebellions  of  the  Romanifts  fmce  the  fecond  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  as  the  moft  efte&ual  way  of  root- 
ing out  the  Proteftant  religion  in  this  kingdom. 

You  had  before  this  commenced  your  attack  upon  it  by  a 
declamation  in  parliament  againft  tithes,  the  fganty  mainte-  b.ated 
mance  of  the  Proteftant  parochial  clergy  ;  It  is  well  known, 

B  2  that 


his  attempt  that  tbe  parochial  clergy  in  this  kingdom  do  not  receive  oner 
theVotef-  fifth  part  of  the  tithes  to  which  they  are  juftly  entitled,  and 

eftDablihfhrCh  that  they  cannot  ODtam  tnat  fifth  without  great  difficulty  : 
ment  in  Yet  to  deprive  them  even  of  this  pittance,  and  thereby  to 
Ireland.  rccjuce  them  to  abfolute  beggary,  you  pronounced  a  philip- 
pic in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againil  them,  in  which  you 
vomited  forth  all  the  falfehoods  and  calumnies  which  you 
could  collect  from  every  libel  againft  tithes  fince  the  publica- 
tion of  the  pretended  Hiftory  of  Tithes,  by  Selden  ;  which, 
as  well  as  its  offspring  the  fwarm  of  falfe  and  malicious 
publications  againft  tithes  by  all  the  hives  of  political  wafps 
and  hornets,  the  diflenters  of  various  denominations,  after- 
wards printed,  have  been  long  fince  fully  and  ably  refuted 
and  expofed  by  Montague,  Tyldefley,  Leflie,  Comber,  and 
many  other  learned  writers.  The  materials  of  this  pretended 
hiftory,  particularly  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  Jewifli  an- 
tiquities, Selden  himfelf  chiefly  ftole  from  Jofeph  Scaliger,  as 
he  did  the  materials  of  many  others  of  his  writings,  though 
his  literary  vanity  prevented  him  from  acknowledging  his 
plagiarifm,  and  though  he  lived  to  repent  and  be  afhamed  o£ 
his  pretended  hiftory.  ^  / 

This  Pandora's  box  you  farther  enriched  with  ,all  the  fca'n- 
dalous  (lories  refpefting  the  IrilhProteftant  clergy,  no  matter 
whether  true  or  falfe,  which  you  could  poflibly  collecl:,  or 
which  could  be  collected  for  you  by  a  Romim  fryar,  the  com- 
panion of  your  Attic  evenings,  who  had  himfelf  publifhed  a 
virulent  pamphlet  againft  the  payment  of  tithes  to  the  Protef- 
tant  clergy  of  Ireland,  remarkable  only  for  its  petulance,  ig- 
norance, vulgarity  and  falfehood. 

This  fpeech  has  been  printed  with  your  name  prefixed  to 
it,  and  you  have  not  difoWned  the  publication :  I  did  not 
•  indeed  hear  you  pronounce  it ;  but  I  have   read  it.     The 

fryar's  perf©rmance  is  fomewhat  inferior  to  the  fpeech  in 
point  of  ftile,  but  infinitely  inferior  in  falfehood  and  malig- 
"nit\r. 

Your  proceedings  in  this  point  were  exaclly  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  the  French  jacobins,  who  commenced  their  career 
for  the  general  fubverfion  of  all  orders  of  the  ftate,  by  the 

abolition 


abolition  of  tithes,  and  the  (laughter  and  extermination  of 
their  eftabliflied  clergy. 

Thus  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  inftructions  of  your  con- 
ftituents,  the  Proteftant  citizens  of  Dublin,  (for  Romanifts, 
at  the  time  when  you  were  elected  reprefentative  for  the 
City  of  Dublin,  were  excluded  from  the  elective  franchife) 
your  conduct  in  parliament  has  been,  and  as  diametrically  op- 
pofite to  your  own  often-repeated  doctrine,  "  That  repfefen- 
"  tatives  in  parliament  are  bound  in  duty  to  purfue  the  in- 
*<  ftructions  of  their  condiments  ;  and  that  acting  otherwife 
*'  they  betray  their  delegated  truft."  To  put  this  your  un- 
faithful conduct  in  fo  clear  a  point  of  view  as  to  preclude 
you  and  your  pitiful  faction  from  any  defence,  I  (hall  ftate 
one  or  two  other  facts  fo  notorious  thajt  they  cannot  be 
denied. 

The  corporation  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  lord  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  common  council,  met  in  a  poft  aflembly  in  Septem- 
ber, 1 792,  and  without  one  diffenting  voice  agreed  on  a  letter 
which  they  caufed  to  be  fent  to  all  magiftrates,  corpora- 
tions, and  members  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  Ireland. 
This  letter,  in  a  very  clear,  concife,  and  nervous  manner, 
exprefled  the  decided  difapprobation  of  this  the  firft  corpo- 
ration in  the  kingdom,  of  the  claims  of  the  Iriih  Romanifts 
to  any  other  privileges  an/1  advantages  than  thofe  which  they 
then  enjoyed.  Jt  dated,  that  the  Irim  Romanifts  ought  to 
be  contented  with  what  they  then  enjoyed ;  that  is,  "  The 
"  moft  perfect  toleration  of  their  religion,  the  fulled  fecurity 
"  of  their  property,  and  the  moft  complete  perfonal  liberty  ;" 
2nd  that  they  ought  not  then,  nor  at  any  other  time,  attempt 
any  interference  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  as  fuch 
interference  would  be  incompatible  with  the  Proteftant  afcen~ 
dancyy  (a  term  coined  by  you  at  a  former  period,  when  you  de- 
clared your  determination  to  fupport  it) ;  and  then  the  letter 
defined  the  precife  meaning  of  the  words  Proteftant  afcendan.cy 
}n  the  following  terms: 

A  Proteftant  ICing  of  Ireland  \ 
A  Proteftant  Parliament ; 

A  Proteftant 


A  Proteftant  Hierarchy  -9 

Troteftant  Electors  and  Government -, 

The  Benchers  of  Juftice  ; 

The  Army,  and  the  Revenue,  through  all  their  branches 

and  details,  Proteftant; 
And  this  fyftem  fupported  by  a  connexion  with  the 

Proteftant  Realm  of  Great  Britain. 

In  this  definition,  the  corporation  of  Dublin  adhered  fcru- 
puloufly  to  the  Jaws  of  the  land,  which  laws  reftri&ed  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  enumerated  offices  and  privileges  to  Pro^ 
teftantsonly. 

At  the  very  commencement  of  the  feffion  of  parliament 
which  followed  the  publication  of  this  decifive  declaration  of 
your  conftituents  againft  the  claims  of  the  Romanifts,  you, 
not  only  fupported  their  claims  in  the  tjoufe  of  Common* 
with  the  utmoft  vehemence  ;  but  you  treated  your  conftitu- 
ents with  great  contumely  and  difdain  :  you  even  attempted 
ridicule  on  the  occafion,  invita  Minerva  !  ridicule  is  not  your 
talent ;  when  you  could  not  argue  againft  the  letter  of  the 
corporation,  you  drove  to  be  witty  upon  it ;  and  with  that 
view  you  purloined  a  wretched  witticifm  from  a  paftoral  let* 
ter  of  the  Irifh  Apoftle  of  popery,  the  late  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke.  You  eflayed  a  laugh  ;  you  could  not  excite  even  a 
{mile  in  the  audience  ;  but  your  conftituents  were  juftly  en- 
raged at  this  glaring  breach  of  the  truft  they  had  committed 
to  you,  and  this  public  defiance  of  their  inftrutlions  on  a  point 
in  which  their  deareft  interefts,  the  fecurity  of  their  lives  and 
property,  were  concerned. 

After  this  faithful  detail  of  your  conduct  in  parliament  a§ 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  is  it  pofiible 
for  imagination  to  conceive  any  impudence  fo  confummate  as 
yours  in  the  very  exordium  of  your  addrefs  ?  You  admit  the 
citizens  of  Dublin  to  have  been  your  mafters  while  you  re- 
mained one  of  their  reprefentatives,  and  gracious  mafler^  and 
yourfelf  to  have  been  their  fervant ;  and  yet  your  condua  in 
parliament  was  one  continued  feries  of  aftive  and  determined 
toftility  againft  them  and  their  deareft  interefts  •,  flighting, 

ridiculing^ 
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ridiculing,  and  reprobating  their  inftru&ions,  and  exerting  on 
all  occafions  the  moft  indefatigable  induftry  to  find  out  ways 
and  means  to  break  and  defeat  the  truft  they  had  repofed  in 
you:  yet  thefe  are  the  very  perfons  whom  you  prefume  to  ad- 
drefs  in  the  ftile  of  an  humble  fervant,  who  had  ufed  his  beft 
endeavours  to  execute  with  fidelity  the  fervice  in  which  they 
employed  him ! 

As  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  exordium  of  your  letter,  in  Mr.  Grat- 
which,  with  the  affe&ation  of  modefty,  fuggefted  only  by  the  ^J1^1^ 
extremity  of  aflurance  and  deceit,  you  beg  leave  to  decline  himfelf  a 
the  honour  of  foliciting  at  the  hands  of  your  fellow  citizens 


of  Dublin  a  feat  in  parliament  fo  long  as  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  City  of 

^  ,  TT      /.  Li*^.  Dublin  in 

reprefentation  in  the  Commons  Houfe  continues,  you  certain-  the  prefent 
lv  never  wrote  it  (fhamelefs  as  you  are)  with  a  view  to  its  parliament 

•    •       i      ~««          r-rx   i  i«  rt  •          from  a  cer- 

gaimng  credit  in  the  City  of  Dublin  ;  you  mull  have  written  tainty  Of 

it  for  circulation  in  England.  Here  we  know  you  too  well ;  reje&ion. 
we  may  cry  out  to  you,  pete  peregrinum  !  you  declined  folicit- 
ing a  feat  in  parliament  for  the  City  of  Dublin,  knowing  that 
fuch  felicitation  would  not  fucceed ;  and  not  on  account  of 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  in  the  Commons' 
Houfe.  You  know,  and  we  all  know,  that  the  Romanifts 
have  not  yet  had  time,  by  the  operation  of  the  aft  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  their  favour  in  1793,  to  become  freemen  of  the 
City  of  Dublin,  and  that  all  the  freemen  are  yet  Proteftants. 
You  found,  on  infpe&ion  into  the  regifter,  that  fixty-eight 
Roman  Catholics  only  had  been  regiftered  as  freeholders 
in  the  County  of  the  City  of  Dublin  ;  and  that  therefore  the 
Romanifts  could  give  you  but  a  very  feeble  fupport  in  an  elec- 
tion for  the  City  of  Dublin  :  You  knew  at  the  fame  time,  as 
we  all  know,  that  the  whole  Proteftant  body  of  freemen  and 
freeholders,  incenfed  at  your  infidelity  and  arrogance,  would 
have  voted  for  any  man  in  the  community  rather  than  for 
you. 

When  I  fay  the  whole  Proteftant  body,  I  do  not  mean  all 
the  freemen  and  freeholders  who  pafs  under  the  general  de- 
fcription  of  Proteftants,  and  ufurp  that  title  when  it  ferves  > 
their  intereft  •,  I  know  there  are  feveral  perfons,  and  fome  o£ 
them  freemen  and  freeholders,  but  who,  (praife  be  to  God  !) 

are 


are  few  in  number,  that  are  Atheifts,  Deifts,  Jacobins,  Ro- 
publicans,  and  United  Irishmen.  Such  of  this  tr.be,  I  admit, 
as  are  freemen  and  freeholders,  would  have  voted  for  you, 
Par*  cognati*  maculu^milis  Fera  ;  but  their  whole  number 
isinfigmficant-,  and,  joined  with  the  Romanift  freeholders, 
they  would  not  have  amounted  to  one-twentieth  part  < 
cledors  of  the  city. 

Certainty  of  defeat  then.,  it  is  notorious,  prevented  yoi 
from  (landing  as  a  candidate  for  the  reprefentation  of  the  City 
of  Dublin  in  the  prefent  parliament ;  and  the  conference  you 
aflume,  and  which  your  Jacobin  mafters  in  England,  for  whorn 
you  are  ading  the  honourable  part  of  maftcr  fireworker  in  Ire- 
land,  endeavour  to  confer  on  you,  by  infmuating  that  you 
might  have  been  eleded  reprefentative  in  the  Into  Commons 
for  the  City  of  Dublin,  if  you  would  have  done  the  city  the 
honour  to  offer  yourfelf  a  candidate  for  it,  is  founded  in  fraud 
and  deception  ;  the  bafelefs  vifion  Hies  the  light  pf  truth,  as 
fpeftres  vanifh  at  the  dawn  of  day. 

Mr.  Gnt.  If  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe  of 
tan's  pro-  Commons  had  determined  you  not  to  folieit  (I  prefume  you 
lofm°lra  mean  not  to  accept  rf)  a  feat  in  that  houfe,  and  if  all  honeft 

3$?^  men  who  wi{h  to  ferve  their  country  fhould» as  ypu  infmuate* 

tion  Tire-  alfo  decline  to  accept  of  feats  in  that  houfe,  and  if  it  be  necef- 

IhcVridfli  fary  for  the  prefervation  °f  ^'berty,  and  the  falvation  of  the 

Empire,      country,  as  you  maintain,  that  a  reform  (hould  be  made  in 

the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

pray,  by  what  means  is  that  reform  to  be  effe&ed  ? 

According  to  the  law  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  England  for 
ages  paft,  the  fole  right  of  enacting  new  laws,  and  altering 
thofe  already  eftabliftied,  is  vefted  in  the  king,  lords,  and 
commons ;  no  new  law,  nor  alteration  in  the  prefent  laws, 
can  be  conftitutionally  effected,  but  by  the  joint  confent  of 
the  king,  lords  and  commons ;  and  if  all  thofe  perfons  who 
•wiih  for  an  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the 
commons  now  by  law  cftablifKed,  whom  alone  you  allow  to 
be  patriots  defirous  of  the  falvation  of  their  country,  fhall 
abdicate  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  leave  it  to  be  filled  only 
by  corrupt  men,  who  live  by  their  Jlipendiary  talentsy  exer- 

cifed 


cifed  in  what  you  ftile  the  trade  of  parliament^  who  have  always 
refilled  your  fchemes  of  reform,  and  whofe  intereft  it  is  (by 
which  alone  they  are  guided,)  to  refift  all  reform  in  the  re^ 
prefentation,  as  you  defcribe  them  ;  it  is  plain  a  Houfe  of 
Commons  fo  compofed  will  never  vote  for  the  reform  you  de- 
fire  ;  nor,  as  you  (late  it,  for  any  reform  in  the  prefent  repre- 
fentation  of  the  Commons  ;  and  that  therefore  no  reform  can 
be  effected  by  the  conilitutional  power  of  the  ftate  as  eftablifh- 
ed  for  ages. 

There  is  then  no  method  left,  according  to  you,  to  effect 
this  reform,  but  the  fubverfion  of  the  prefent  conftitution  by 
rebellion,  civil  war,  inaffacre,  and  fanguinary  revolution,  and 
that  by  the  only  means  of  carrying  fo  deftruttive  a  plan  into 
execution,  the  introduction  of  a  French  army  of  Jacobin  alfafr 
fins,  to  aflift  their  fellow  aiTajfins  here,  the  United  Irifhmen,  in 
Shaking  off  the  influence  of  the  Brkrfh  Cabinet,  ftiled  by  you 
a  foreign  cabinet l,  and  rendering  this  country  a  field  of  battle 
for  the  Englifli  and  French  nations  ;  and,  if  poffible,  tearing  it 
for  ever  from  its  fifter  iiland ;  that  fuck  is,  and  for  Come  time 
pail  has  been,  your  real  fcheme,  it  is  eafy  to  prove  by  a  fimple 
recital  of  fome  of  the  principal  manoeuvres  in  your  political 
career. 

Faffing  over  your  conftant  virulent  invectives  fmce  your 
firft  entrance  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  againil  Great 
Britain,  and  its  conduct  refpe£ting  Ireland  ;  your  perpetual 
agitation  of  every  circumfbance  which  could,  even  in  the  re- 
moteft  degree,  create  jealoufy  between  the  two  countries, 
with  the  moft  acrimonious  exaggeration  j  your  reiter,ite<l 
harangues,  tending  to  (hew  that  the  interefts  of  the  two  na- 
tions are  incompatible,  except  upon  fuch  terms  as  you  well 
know  Great  Britain,  confident  with  her  own  fafety,  or  even 
exiftence  as  an  independent  nation  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Europe,  could  never  accede  to,  in  which  you  have  always  ufed 
every  kind  of  deception  and  falfe  colouring,  that  the  furious 
zeal  of  a  defperate  projector  and  a  thorough  contempt  of  con- 
dour  could  furniQi  -,  I  (hall  introduce  the  proofs  of  your  pro- 
•'£  of  feparating  the  two  countries  by  your  conduct  in  the 

regency  bufinefs. 

Ireland, 


The  con-  Ireland,  after  its  conqueft  by  the  Englifli,  was  a  lordlhip, 
GrtturHn'  ™*  *  feudal  appendage  to  the  crown  of  England  ;  and  the 
the  regcn-  fcjngs  of  England,  before  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  were 
pm  to*  ftiled  lords,  and  not  kings  of  Ireland;  and  the  ifland  was 
defign  to  ftikj  f^g  janji  not  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  That  monarch 
ircUnd*  created  it  a  kingdom,  and  ftiled  himfelf  king,  and  not  lord, 
Jf00?  *h*  of  Ireland ;  but,  to  prevent  any  idea  being  entertained,  that 

Britiln  Km-  f 

pirc.          Ireland,  from  its  new  flile  of  a  kingdom,  was  therefore  a 

dominion  feparated  from  the  crown  of  England,  and  that 
the  feudal  annexation  of  it  to,  and  dependance  upon,  the 
imperial  crown  of  England  was  thereby  in  any  manner  dif- 
folved,  impaired,  or  weakened,  it  was  declared,  by  feveral 
ftatutes  parted  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  in  the  reign  of 
that  prince,  and  in  almoft  every  reign  fince,  to  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  that  tie  kingdom  oflrelandisinfeparably  annexed^ 
united,  and  belonging  to ,  and  depending  upon,  the  imperial  erown 
of  England ;  and  that  whoever  is  king  of  England,  is  thereby , 
tpfofa£io>  king  of 'Ireland ',  as  may  be  feen  by  our  ftatute  book. 
This  is  clearly  to  be  tHe  known  eftablifhed  law  of  the  land, 
in  a  very  particular  manner,  by  the  Irim  aft  of  recognition  of 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  in  the  fourth  year  of  their 
reign,  and  by  the  act  paffed  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  fame 
reign,  declaring  the  pretended  Romiih  parliament  afiembled 
in  Dublin  by  King  James  the  fecond,  after  his  abdication  in 
England,  an  unlawful  affembly  j  and  none  of  thcfc  Irifli  acls 
have  ever  been  repealed. 

Such  being  the  known  eftablifhed  law  of  Ireland,  what  was 
your  conduct  when  from  the  fudden  indifpofition  of  our  moft 
gracious  monarch,  it  was  thought  neceflary  that  a  regent, 
that  is  a  perfon  to  exercife  the  kingly  office  during  the  con- 
tinuance  of  that  public  calamity,  or  a  king  pro  tempore,  ftiould 
be  appointed  ?  The  legiflatures  of  the  two  countries  being 
independent  of  each  other,  except  in  all  cafes  which  refpecl- 
cd  fuch  their  union,  as  before  dated  ;  and  the  two  nations 
having  no  legal  tye  to  bind  them  together,  except  a  king 
common  to  both,  which  king,  by  the  known  law  of  Ireland, 
was  always  to  be  the  perfon  who  wore  the  imperial  crown  of 
KngUnd  j  and  a  regent,  once  eftabliflied,  being  (as  to  power 

aud 
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and  adminiftration).  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  a  king,  and 
in  pofleflion  of  the  crown,  you  immediately  fuggefted  in  the 
Commons  of  Ireland,  the  expediency  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  proceeding  to  the  nomination  of  a  regent  for  Ireland, 
without  waiting  for  the  determination  of  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  in  that  particular,  and  you  fupported  the  pro- 
priety of  fuch  a  meafure  with  the  utmoil  zeal,  grounding  the 
expediency  of  reforting  to  this  dangerous  experiment  on  fo-* 
phiftical  arguments,  deduced  from  the  independence  of  the 
Jrim  legiflature  on  that  of  Great  Britain ;  arguing  againft  the 
known  eftabliflied  common  law  of  Ireland,  declared  and  re- 
cognized by  fo  many  Irifh  ftatutes  ;  and  aflerting  an  uncon^ 
ftitutional  power  to  be  lodged  in  the  Irilh  lords  and  com* 
mons,  of  abrogating  by  their  refolutions  the  known  law  thus 
declared  and  recognized  by  ftatutes  ;  and  perfuading  them, 
that  they  had  a  right,  by  their  votes,  to  nominate  a  regent, 
that  is  a  King  pro  tempore,  for  Ireland,  notwithstanding  the 
unrepealed  Irifh  law,  that  whoever  was  king  or  regent  of 
England,  was  ipfo  fafio  king  or  regent  of  Ireland :  and  you 
and  your  party  on  that  occafion  prevailed  on  a  majority  of 
the  Irifti  lords  and  commons,  led  aftray  by  your  fophiftry, 
and  not  aware  of  the  mifchief  of  the  precedent  they  were 
about  to  eftablifh,  to  nominate  and  elecl:  a  regent  for  Ireland, 
-before  any  regent  of  the  Britifh  Empire  was  nominated  in 
England  ;  thus  presenting  to  the  Britifli  parliament  the  mor- 
tifying and  dangerous  alternative,  of  nominating  the  pretend- 
ed regent  of  the  Irifti  crown,  regent  of  the  imperial  crown 
of  Great  Britain  ;  (and  thereby  in  fac~l  furrendering  to  the 
Jrim  houfes  of  parliament  the  right  of  nominating  a  regent 
pf  England) :  or,  of  compelling  obedience  in  Ireland  to  the 
perfon  to  be  nominated  regent  by  the  parliament  of  Britain, 
by  a  Britifti  army  and  a  civil  war,  as  England  was  under  the 
iieceffity  of  doing,  to  quell  the  usurpation  of  James  the  fecond 
in  Ireland,  after  he  had  abdicated  the  crown  of  England  -, 
thus  cutting  afunder,  as  far  as  in  you  lay,  the  only  bond 
which  bound  the  two  countries  together,  and  laying  deep 
the  foundation  of  future  contention,  (laughter,  and  civil  war; 
for  thofe  who  havQ  aflumed  the  right  of  nominating  a  regent, 

will. 
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will,  on  failure  of  iflue  in  the  royal  line,  and  on  other  con- 
tingencies, affumc  the  right  of  nominating  a  king,  or  of 
changing  the  monarchical  government  into  a  republican  ; 
and  a  difference  of  opinion  on  fuch  great  imperial  queftions 
between  the  two  nations  will  be  the  certain  parent  of  civil 
war,  and  perhaps  of  mutual  deftruftion.  In  vain  will  you 
plead  in  excufe  or  extenuation,  that  the  perfon  nominated 
regent  in  Ireland  was  the  heir  apparent  of  the  crown,  and  the 
perfon  who,  it  was  highly  probable,  or  even  certain,  would 
be  ele&cd  regent  in  England  ;  the  notorious  violation  of  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  the  precedent  authorizing,  and  as  it 
were  inviting,  feparation  of  the  two  countries,  your  own  ex- 
ultation on  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafure,  and  your  repeated  tri- 
umphant expreffions  of  delight,  on  your  having  eftablifhed 
fuch  a  precedent;  all  demonftrate  that  your  favourite  pro- 
ject is  feparation,  and  that  you  would  have  preferred  the  no* 
mination  of  any  other  perfon  to  the  office  pf  regent,  rather 
than  the  heir  apparent,  had  you  not  been  convinced,  that 
fuch  was  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  to  the  prefent  royal  family,  -that  the  very  mention  of 
any  perfon,  as  proper  to  fill  the  office  of  regent,  other  than 
^he  illuftrious  prince  who  was  nominated  on  that  occafion, 
would  have  inftamly-blafted  your  whole  defign;  and  that 
great  perfonage,  when  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  he  may  come 
to  mount  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  will  find  but  little  caufe 
to  be  obliged  to  you  for  your  conduct  in  the  affair  of  the  re- 
gency. 

Mr.  Grat-  If  any  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  your  defign  to  feparate 
tr"  Iieswith  ^c  two  countri^s>  to  which  all  your  proceedings  tend,  though 
the  Ro-  you  fometimes  think  it  neceffary  to  difavow  it,  the  rage  of 
Ireland  to  difappointed  ambition  and  avarice  with  which  you  were  in 


a  fc-  flamed  on  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  from  the  govern- 

paration  of  r    .  . 

Ireland       mcnt  of  this  country,  put  you  fo  much  off  your  guard,  that 

BririfoEm,  y°U  alm0ft  thrCW   aWay   thC    mafk  ;    il   CXt0rted    from    YOU 

pirc.  unequivocal  proofs  of  your  dangerous  intentions.  It  is  here 
neceffary  to  ftate  briefly  your  intrigues  with  the  Romanifls 
of  Ireland. 

This 


This  body,  about  two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
ifland  (and  not  three  fourths,  as  you  conftantly  ftate  when 
you  intend  to  magnify  the  prowefs  of  your  men  in  buckram) 
is  compofed  of  two  clafles  of  men,  the  defcendants  of  the  old 
native  Irifh,  and  thofe  of  the  ancient  Englifh  colony  fettled 
in  Ireland  before  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Thefe  two 
clafles  were  inveterate  enemies  to  each  other  until  the  year 
1641,  the  year  of  the  barbarous  Romim  maflacre,  when  the 
civil  diflenfions  in  England  encouraged  a  rebellion  in  Ireland, 
and  caufed  an  union  of  thefe  two  clafles ;  the  old  Englim  co- 
lonies taking  up  arms  with  the  view  of  re-eftabliming  and 
maintaining  the  Romim  religion  in  Ireland  ;  the  native  Irifli 
profefling  the  fame  view,  but  really  taking  arms  with  the 
defign  of  feparating  the  two  nations.  This  union  between 
the  two  clafles  has  ever  fince  continued,  and  has  fo  blended 
them  together,  that  they  may  now  be  faid  to  be  almoft  one 
people  ;  fave  that  in  the  defcendants  of  the  old  Englim -co- 
lonifts  may  be  obferved  fomething  more  of  civilization,  and 
in  the  defcendants  of  the  old  native  Irifli,  where  they  are  yet 
unmixed  with  Englim  blood,  evident  remains  of  their  ancient 
ferocity  and  barbarifm,  At  the  time  of  the  firft  defcent  of 
the  Englim  in  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  fecond,  .the 
country  was  in  a  favage  ftate  ;  the  natives  Jived  in  clans  un- 
der elective  chiefs,  in  the  fame  manner  as  do  the  native  In- 
dians in  America  There  were  no  towns  nor  buildings  in  the 
country,  except  at  the  mouths  of  rivers,  where  the  Danes 
and  other  northern  nations  had  built  fmall  towns  or  factories, 
for  the  purpofe  of  collecting  fuch  commodities  for  exporta- 
tion as  countries,  however  barbarous,  are  known  to  furnifh  : 
The  Englim  colonifts  poflefled  themfelves  of,  and  fettled  in, 
fome  part  of  the  nation  oppofite  to  Britain,  and  a  conftaht 
predatory  and  defultory  war  was  waged  between  thefe  colo- 
nies and  the  favage  natives  for  fome  centuries,  until  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  Qjaeen  Elizabeth.  In  her  reign  the  Spam'fh  mo- 
narch, then  the  mightieft  potentate  in  Europe,  designing  to 
fubje&  England,  caft  his  eyes  on  Ireland  as  that  part  of  the 
Britim  dominion  which  it  would  be  eafieft  to  fubjugate,  a? 
an  acquifition  the  pofleffion  of  which  would  facilitate,  or  ra- 
ther 


rather  enforce  his  fuccefs  againft  Great  Britain  ;  and  with  this 
view  he  furnifhed  the  native  Irifh  with  arms,  ammunition, 
and  officers  ;  fent  an  army  twice  to  their  afiiftance,  and  ren- 
dered them  fo  formidable,  that  the  queen  found  it  necefTary 
to  fend  great  bodies  of  Englifh  troops  from  time  to  time  to 
this  country,  and  at  length  a  great  and  formidable  army  (for 
that  age),  confiding  of  twenty-two  thoufand  men,  and  Com- 
manded by  her  mod  favoured  general.     She  at  length  com- 
pleated  the  reduction  of  this  ifland,  but  died  before  (he  could 
reap  the  fruit  of  her  conqueft.     Her  fucceffbr,  King  James 
the  firft,  fent  numerous  colonies  of  induftrious  Englifh  and 
Scotch  into  this  kingdom,  received  the  native  Irifh  into  the 
mafs  of  his  fubje&s,  extended  the  Englifh  laws  and  civilizati- 
on over  the  whole  nation,  and  encouraged  induftry,  manu- 
factures, and  population ;  yet  the  natives,  wedded  to  their 
barbarous,  cuftoms,  abhorred  their  conquerors,  and  in  two 
fubfequent  rebellions,  one  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft, 
the  other  in  that  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  en- 
deavoured to  fever  this  nation  from  Britain  ;  and  the  mafs  of 
Irifh  Romanifts  at  this  day,  particularly  that  part  of  it  which 
is  compofed  of  the  native  Irifh  (infinitely  the  mod  numerous) 
fo  deleft  the  Englifh   nation,  that  it  may  be  aflerted  with 
great  probability,  they  continue  Romanifts  more  from  hatred 
to  the  Englifli,  who  are  Proteftants,  than  from  any  convic- 
tion of  the  truth  of  the  Roman  Catholic  do&rines,  as  diftin- 
guifhed  from  thofe.of  the  Proteftants  ;  for  they  are  in  general 
the  loweft  order  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  very  ig- 
norant.   One  thing  is  certain,  that  they  account  every  Pro- 
teftant  in  the  country,  even  though  defcended  from  their 
own  fepts,  an  Englifhman  :  and  that  they  have  but  one  word 
in  their  language  to  fignify  Englifhman  andProteftant,  to  wit, 
Safonagh. 

When  you  firft  entertained  your  projeft  of  feparating  the 
two  countries,  namely  in  the  time  of  the  American  war,  you 
found,  that  the  perfons  who  profefled  themfelves  friendly  to 
fuch  a  projeft,  that  is,  the  herd  of  republicans,  confiding 
chiefly  of  atheifts,  deifts  and  difciples  of  Voltaire,  Rouffeau, 
Paine,  Price,  and  Prieftley,  were  in  number,  confequence, 

and 


and  property,  fo  infignificant,  that  you  could  nevery  carry  it 
into  execution  with  fo  inadequate  a  power  as  they  could  fur* 
nifh.     The  whole  real  Proteftant  body  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland,  by  which  I  mean  all  fincere  chriftians  of  that  per- 
fuaiion,  whether  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  (the  moft  nume- 
rous clafs)  or  diffenters,  you  well  knew,   would  reprobate 
fuch  a  meafure  the  moment  you  (hould  venture  to  difclofe 
jt  to  them,  and  with  the  greateft  alacrity  rifque  their  lives 
and  fortunes  in  refitting  the  execution  of  it.     You  knew  the 
hatred  which  the  Irifti  Romanifts  entertained  of  the  Britifh 
name  and  nation  ;  you  knew  their  attachment  to  the  Stuart 
race  was  extinguifhed  with  that  race,  and  that  even  that  at- 
tachment originated  with,  and  was  continued  by,  the  hope, 
that  the  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart  with  the  French  court 
would   obtain  fuccours  for  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  to  enable 
them  to  break  off  their  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  and  to 
create  a  king  of  their  own,  or  an  independent  republic  ;  and 
it  was  perfectly  indifferent  to  them  whether  the  government 
in  Ireland  was  monarchical  or  republican,  fo  that  it  had  no 
connexion   with    the  BritiQi   government.     You   therefore 
looked  to  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  as  the  moft  powerful  auxili- 
aries that  you  could  obtain  for  the  execution  of  your  project, 
from  their  numbers  and  inveteracy  againft  England,,    They 
were  poor,  it  is  true  ;  they  had  not  in  their  pofleffion  one- 
fiftieth  part  of  the  real,  nor  one-twentieth  part  of  the  perfo- 
nal  property  of  the  nation  ;  but  they  laid  claim  to  almoft  the 
whole  landed  property,  of  which  they  thought  their  ancef- 
tors  were   unjuftly  defpoiled  by  the  Englifh  colonifts ;  and 
thefe  claims,  together  with  their  poverty  and  favage  antipa- 
thy to  the  Proteftants  of  the  country  (all  of  whom,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  they  reputed  Englishmen,)   you  thought 
would  excite  them  to  rapine  and  {laughter,  and  their  num- 
bers would  enfure  fuccefs.     Your  ambition  and  avarice  pre- 
fented  to  your  imagination  the  elevated  and  iucrative  fituati- 
on  of  prefident  of  the  congrefs  of  the  Irifh  republic  as  at- 
tainable by  you  :  with  thefe  views  you  determined  to  court 
the  Irifh  Romanifts  ;  and  to  convince  them  of  your  attach- 
ment to  them,  and  your  hoftility  to  the  Proteftants,  you 
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Commenced  your  operations  by  an  attack  on  the  parochial 
clergy  of  the  eftabliflied  church,  arfd  on  tithes  their  only  fub- 
fifterice. 

Mr.  ont-  The  Irifh  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  RomiQi  perfuafion  of 
R^iiSh"  a  andent  families  and  eftates  are  very  few  *,  the  nobility  of  that 
Convention  defcriplion  not  exceeding  four  or  five,  and  the  gentlemen  of 
'  any  confequence  not  exceeding  twenty.  Thefe  were  gene- 
rally  men  of  honour,  arid  averfe  from  any  fchemes  of  demo- 
cratical  republics.  You  knew,  therefore,  that  your  applica- 
tion to  them  would  be  fruitlefs ;  but  there  were  men  d"  other 
defections  among  the  Romanifts,  well  fuited  to  your  pur- 
pofe  :  thefe  were  men  of  very  low  and  moan  parentage,  who, 
by  great  attention  to  trade  and  commerce,  had  amafled  con- 
jlderable  fortunes,and  from  thenature  of  their  refpeftive  trades 
and  employments,  had  great  and  extenfive  connexions  among 
the  lowed  order  of  their  perfuafion,  particularly  in  cities  and 
trading' towns.  To  fuch  men  you  applied  yourfelf,  difclofed 
your  fcheme,  and  the  means  you  intended,  with  their  co- 
operation, to  purfue  for  the  execution  of  it.  You  gave  them 
your  Jnftrutlions  for  the  different  parts  they  were  to  aft  in 
the  bufinefs,  and  you  found  them  very  apt  fcholars.  Thefe 
are  the  perfons  whom  you  flile  in  your  letter  that  part  of  the 
great  body  of  'the-  Catholics ,  the  mojl  popular  and  energetic. 

In  confequence,  and  in  execution  of  thefe  inftructions,  a 
Romifti  merchant  in  Dublin,  who  had  very  (hortly  before 
emerged  from  the  lowed  order  of  fociety  into  mercantile  opu- 
lence and  confequence,  and  who  had  been  for  a  confiderable 
time  your  private  agent  for  managing  your  intrigues  with 
the  Romanifts,  iflued  out  formal  writs  for  the  election  of  a 
Romifh  convention  to  afiemble  in  Dublin  at  a  certain  time 
limited  in  the  writs.  The  French  revolution  having  fhortly 
before  blazed  forth,  and  a  national  afiembly  having  been 
elected  in  that  ill-fated  country,  thefe  writs  directed  that  the 
elections  throughout  Ireland  (hould  be  carried  on  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  on  the  fame  plan,  which  had  been  adopted  in 
France  for  the  eleftion  of  their  national  aflembly.  So  well 
were  the  Irifli  Romanifts  prepared  previous  to  this  election^ 

that 


that  thefe  writs  were  executed  throughout  the  whole  na- 
tion ;  a  Romim  convention  in  confequence  met  in  Dublin, 
and  drew  up  one  of  the  mod  falfe  and  acrimonious  libels 
againft  the  Proteftant  government  of  this  country,  that 
could  poiBbly  be  devifed,  (tiled  it  a  petition  to  his  majefty, 
and  caufed  it  to  be  prefented  as  fuch.  The  then  chief  go- 
vernor of  Ireland  did  not  think  fit  to  difperfe  this  unlawful 
meeting,  and  it  continued  fitting  with  the  doors  of  the 
apartment  in  which  it  afTembled,  carefully  clofed  and  guard- 
ed for  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time,  to  the  great  reproach  o£ 
thofe  who  were  then  intruded  with  the  regulation  of  the 
police  of  the  country  ;  and  when  at  length  the  members  of 
it  thought  fit  to  ciofe  their  fitting,  they  appointed  a  perma- 
nent committee  whom  theyftiled  the  Committee  of  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland*  confiding  of  nine  perfons  who  had  been  the  moft 
active  amoi>gd  them,  two  or  three  of  thein  merchants,  as 
many  men  whom  they  diled  doctors  of  phyfic,  the  red  fliop- 
keepers,  manufacturers,  or  tradefmen  in  Dublin. 

The  fuccefs  of  fo  daring  a  meafure  as  the  preceding,  and 
the  fupineriefs  of  government  on  the  occafion,  gave  your 
Romifh  and  infidel  allies  fpirits  and  courage  to  aflemble  pro- 
vincial conventions  of  republicans  and  other  traitors,  for  the 
purpofe  of  procuring  and  publifhing  refolutions  of  fup- 
porting  and  carrying  into  effed  projected  innovations  in  the 
(late,  fubverfive  of  the  firft  principles  of  our  conditution  ; 
and  at  length  to  fummon  a  general  convention  of  thefe  mif- 
creants,  from  all  parts  of  the  nation  to  meet  at  Athlonc, 

C  one 

*  Of  this  committee  two,  to  wit,  M'Nevin  and  Svvectman,  having  been 
arrefted  on  charges  of  high-treafon,  confeffed  their  treafons,  and  particularly 
M'Nevin,  before  the  Secret  Committees  of  the  Houles  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons. They  are  at  prefent  at  Fort  George  in  Scotland,  where  they  are  con- 
fined ;  an  acT:  has  pafled  for  their  perpetual  banilhment ;  government,  in 
confideration  of  their  difcoveries,  having  fpared  their  lives. 

Braughall,  another  of  them,  was  a  long  time  confined  under  a  charge  of 
high-treafon,  but  has  been  lately  liberated  ;  he  has  perhaps  purchafed  hi* 
freedom  by  giving  private  and  ufeful  information  to  government. 

M'Cormick,  fecretary  to  the  committee,  has  fled  out  of  the  kingdom,  to 
evade  the  puniihment  of  his  crimes. 

Ryan,  one  of  the  committee,  is  dead  ;  and  fome  others  of  them  have  de- 
parted out  of  this  kingdom,  to  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  they  never  will 
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one  of  the  king's  garrifons  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom, 
for  the  fame  traitorous  purpofes. 

The  ftate  was  at  length  roufed  from  its  lethargy,  and  the 
parliament  parted  an  aa  to  fhpprefs  fuch  dangerous  affem- 
blies.  The  furious  oppofition  you  gave  to  this  aft  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  well  as  to  the  aa  for  reftraining  the 
fale  of  gun-powder  by  certain  regulations,  when  thefe  con- 
federated traitors  were  forming  magazines  of  ammunition  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  to  the  infurrcaion  aa, 
to  prevent  the  nightly  robberies  and  murders  continually 
committed  on  the  peaceable  inhabitants,  by  gangs  of  thefe 
confederates  lliling  themfelves  United  Irijhmen  •,  your  con- 
ftant  infertion  of  thefe  aas  in  your  bead  roll  of  pretended 
grievances  ever  fiuce,  and  your  complaints  of  them  in  your 
prefent  addrefs,  all  demonftrate  how  much  you  think  the 
execution  of  your  projea  of  feparation  impeded  by  the  ope- 
ration of  thefe  falutary  ftaf  utes. 

Mr.Grat-       Thus  defeated  in  Ireland,   your  matters,    the  republican 
*    "    faBion  in  England,  were  confulted  5  tHey  looked  to  an  fa- 


voured and  furreaion  in  Ireland  as  the  mod  efieaual  mode  of  raifing  a 
by  the  re-  clamour  againft  the  minifters  in  England,  and  diftrefling  and 
perhaps  overturning  the  government  there.  It  was  repre- 
England.  fented  to  them,  that  the  mod  powerful  engines  they  could 
ufe  for  undermining  the  prefent  power  of  the  government 
in  Ireland  were  the  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  eftablifh- 
ment  in  Ireland,  and  the  fubftitution  of  popery  in  its  room  ; 
that  the  mafs  of  Irifli  Romanifts  having  a  rooted  averfion 
to  the  Britifh  name  and  nation,  and  having  for  more  than 
a  century  looked  to  the  French  nation  for  afliftance  to 
enable  them  to  throw  off  all  connexion  with  Great  Britain, 
had  heretofore  (hewn  fome  marks  of  attachment  to  {he  mo- 
narchical form  of  government,  by  their  adherence  to  the 
interefts  of  the  Stuart  family  ;  but  that  this  feeming  attach- 
ment to  monarchy  was  adopted  by  them  merely  on  the  fup- 
pofition,  that  the  Stuart  family,  by  its  influence  at  the  court 
of  France,  could  procure  them  the  means  of  feparating 
themfelves  from  England,  and  from  complaifance  to  the 
then  monarchical  government  of  France:  but  that  now, 
the  Stuart  family  bciijg  extba,  republicanifm  being  efta- 
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bliflied  in  France  by  the  revolution,  and  alfo  in  America, 
by  a  fuccefsful  rebellion,  (which  by  the  afliftance  of  the 
French  was  lopped  off  from  the  Britifh  Empire,  and  formed 
into  an  independent  republic,)  the  whole  body  of  the  Ro- 
manifts  of  Ireland  had  thrown  off  the  mafic,  and  declared 
themfelves  determined  republicans  ;  at  leaft  that  part  of 
them  which  you  ftile  the  mod  popular  and  energetick  :  that 
their  ancient  nobility  and  gentry  were,  as  to  number,  and 
influence  with  the  mafs  of  their  perfuafion,  contemptible  ; 
that  the  fnefgeticks  had  lately  hanimed  them  both  from  their 
aflemblies  and  councils  ;  that  the  body  of  republicans  in 
Ireland  diftinft  from 'the  Romifti  body,  though  perfectly 
agreeing 'in  opinion  with  the  Englifh  republicans,  being  all 
Atheifts,  Deifts.  and  difciples  of  Voltaire,  Rouffeau,  Paine, 
Price  and  Prieftley,  paffing  under  the  general  name  of 
Diflenters,  were  too  few  and  too  weak  to  attempt  a  revolu- 
tion with  any  prpfpeft  of  fuccefs  without  the  co-operation 
of  the  Romanics  ;  and  thai  fuch  Proteftant  Diflenters  as 
were  real  chriftians,  being  greatly  Hie  majority  of  that  clafs 
of  people,  would,  on  any  attempt  to  fubvert  the  eftabliQied 
government,  join  heart  and  hand  with  their  brethren  the 
Proteftants  of  the  eftablifliment. 

Thefe  reafons  prevailed  on  your  Engliih  mailers  to  lend 
their  aid  to  the  plan  of  fubverting  the  eftabliflied  church  of 
Ireland,  and  fubllituting  popery  in  its  room,  as  the  firft 
ftep  to  a  republican  revolution  ;  and  by  the  'artful  intrigues 
of  this  Englifti  fa£tion  in  the  Britim  cabinet,  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam  was  felefted  as  a  proper  perfon  to  fill  the  important 
employment  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  kingdom.  This 
nobleman  was  himfelf  an  enemy  to  republicanifm,  and  ut- 
terly ignorant  of  the  intrigues  of  the  faction  ,  but  they  had 
the  art,  neverthelefs,  to  render  him  a  ready  tool  for  carrying 
into  execution  this  their  firft  ftep  towards  a  republic. 

The  late  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  a  man  of  fplendid  but  not 
folid  talents,  had  obtained  the  confidence  of  thi^  nobleman  and  projects 
lo  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  regulated  all  his  political  exertions  Mr.  Ed- 
with  unbounded  authority. — Mr.  Burke  was  himfelf.  fprung 
from  parents  who  were  Irifh  Romanifts  ;  he   received  his 
early  education  in  the  College  of  Dublin  ;  but  having  quit- 
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Iions  by  blood  or  alliance  be.ng  ;I«.       ™"> 

thorough.y  «inged    or  "'h«  "f^e  L  procured 


n  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  wi 
I.  Ian  war,  he  conftantly  harangued  with 
hemenee  in  favour  of  the  Americans    and  by 
humours  and  diflennon,  at  home,  conduced  as  much  as  any 
.an   in   England   to  the  feparation  of  A-nca  from  the 
Mother  Countrv.     Indeed  it  may  he  truly  fcid,  that  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  the  BritiOi  arms  in  America  was  m  a  greater  d 
gree  owing  to  intrigues  of  a  republican  fadion  at  home,  one 
of  the  aaive  leaders  of  which  at  that  time  was  Mr   Burke, 
than  to  the  power  either  of  France  or  America      Encou- 
r.ged  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  American  rebellion,  Mr.  Burke 
formed  the  dangerous  projed  of  overturning  the  Proteftant 
cftjjbliflimcnt  in^rcland,  and  fubaituting  popery  in  its  room  ; 
and  with  that  view  he  exerted  all  his  abilities  to  purfuade  1 
vcral  very  popular  and  powerful  EngliOi  noblemen,  that  the 
only  method  of  retaining  Ireland  in  obedience  to  the  Bri- 
tifli crown,  and  maintaining  the  connexion  between  the  two 
countries,  was  the  complete  eftablifhment  of  popery  in  Ire- 
land 5  and  that  the  irreconcilable  difference  of  the  eftablifhed 
religion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  nations  refpeaively 
would  be  the  indiflbluble  cement  of  peace  and  union  between, 
them. 

As  a  convincing  argument  in  favour  of  the  practical 
'  truth  of  this  new  and  ftrange  do&rine,  he  adduced  the  ex- 
ample of  England  and  Scotland  before  the  union,  where  dif- 
ference of  religious  eftablimments  had  produced  no  fepara- 
iron,  artfully  fupprelTmg  in  his  reprefentations,  that  though 
the  religious  eftablifliments  of  the  two  countries  lalt  men- 
tioned were  in  fome  particulars  different,  yet  they  were  both 
IVnteftant  eftablimments,  agreeing  in  all  material  matters  of 
fiith,  and  differing  in  difcipline  only.  He  magnified  the 
numbers,  wealth,  and  power  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  beyond 
all  bounds  of  truth,  and  actually  perfuaded  thefe  noblemen,  | 
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utterly  ignorant  of  the  real  ftate  of  Ireland,  that  the  Irifli 
Romaniils,  if  not  gratified  by  the  proscription  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  eftabliftiment,  and  the  fubftitution  of  propery  in  its 
room,  would  withdraw  the  Irifh  nation  from  its  connexion 
with  Great  Britain,  and  form  themfelves  into  an  indepen- 
dent government,  after  the  example  of  America;  adding,  : 
that  they  were  fufficiently  powerful  to  effect  fuch  a  revo- 
lution. 

Whether  Mr.  Burke  had,  at  the  time  he  formed  his  pro- 
ject of  eftabliming  popery  in  Ireland,  entertained  it  only  as  a 
ilep  toward  a  feparation  of  Ireland  from  the  Britifh  Empire, 
is  not  quite  clear,  though  his  ftrong  attachment  to  repub- 
lican principles  during  the  American  war  gives  good  ground 
for  fufpecting  him  of  fuch  a  defign  :  it  is,  however  certain, 
that  he  concealed  with  great  care  this  part  of  his  plan  (if  it 
was  a  part)  from  his  patron,  and  the  great  noblemen  to 
whom  he  had  accefs  by  his  means  ;  and  when  the  French 
revolution  blazed  forth,  and  confumed  all  religions  in  that 
country,  and  popery  its  eftabliftied  religion  among  the  reft, 
Mr.  Burke  changed,  ^or  affected  to  change,  all  his  former 
opinions  in  favour  of  republicanifm  fo  often  repeated  in  his 
mod  flaming  harangues,  and  wrote  with  great  violence 
againft  the  French  republicans ;  for  which  change,  if  it  was 
real,  no  other  probable  reafon  can  be  adduced,  than  the 
fubverfion  of  popery  in  France  by  thefe  republicans,  which 
he  (tiles  in  one  of  his  latell  productions  the  pu.lling  down  the 
ntajefly  of  religion. 

Under  the  influence,  or  rather  under  the  abfolute  cor> 
troul  of  fuch  a  man,  wedded  to  the  promotion  of  the  inte- 
refts  of  popery,  did  Earl  Fitzwilliam  take  upon  him  the  gOr 
vernment  of  this  kingdom.  Your  matters  in  England  gave 
you  immediate  notice  of  the  fuccefs  of  their  intrigues,  that 
they  had  procured  the  delivery  of  this  kingdom  into  the 
hands  of  a  perfon  the  fitted  in  the  world  for  their  and  your 
purpofe  ;  and  you  immediately  fet  off  for  England  to  pre 
pare  and  fliarpen  your  tool  for  the  effectual  execution  of  the 
work  in  which  you  intended  to  employ  him. 

Happily  for  this   kingdom,  your  prefumptuous  precipi-  Mr.  Grat 
tancy  marred  your  project  \  you  fet  your  engine  immediately 

to 


«n     to  W0rk  with  fo  much  violent  that  the  who*  machinery  fell 
Licute-       c  A  to  nieces      You  poded  back  to  this  kingdom,  to 

^^^^  *  Lord  Lieutenant  ni£ 
obtJamong"  the  Romanics  by  configning^  power  othe 
ftate-to  their  hands,  and  by  the  ruin  of  the  Protedant  int. 
rcfl  in  Ireland,  as  far  as  he  could  effed  it.     You  were  jealous 
of  the  fame  of  fo  glorious  an  achievement,  and  one  fo  con- 
ducive  to  the  fuccefs  of  your  projeft  of  feparation,  and  were 
unwilling  to  (hare  it  even  with  the  chief governor.     You 
Were  defirous  that  your  allies,  the  energetic*.  InOi  Romamft* 
(hould  be  convinced  that  he  was  only  jour   engine  m  t 
bufinefs,  and  that  the  whole  merit  was  your  own. 
mediately  aflcmbled  the  {landing  committee  of  the  Roman- 
ids  already  mentioned,  confiding  of  nine  perfons,  traders, 
mechanicks,  and  men  ftiling  themfelves  dodors  of  phyfic. 

This  (landing  committee  were  cramped  a  little  in  the  ex- 
crcife  of  their  authority  over  the  whole  body  of  Romamfts 
in  this  kingdom  by  the  convention  bill  •,  and  you  aftd  they 
together,  not  daring  in  open  violation  of  the  law,  to  fum- 
mon  a  new  Romifh  convention,  took  however  as  effectual, 
though  not  fo  daring,  a  method  of  proclaiming  the  general 
union  and  confederacy  of  the  Irifti  Romanifts  againft  the 
conftitution.  You  and  your  nine  worthies  drew  up  and 
publimed  a  kind  of  manifefto  under  the  guife  of  a  petition 
to  parliament,  wherein  was  demanded,  as  a  matter  of  right, 
a  full  and  perfect  communication  of  all  privileges  and  offices 
of  the  (late,  without  exception,  to  the  Romanifts  ;  that  no 
diftindYion  in  thefe  particulars  (hould  be  continued  between 
them  and  Proteftants  ;  and  that  all  la^vs  which  created  fuch 
diftin&ions,  and  which  had  been  enacted  in  Ireland  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  (hould  be 
repealed. 

The  committee  publimed  advertifements  in  mod  of  the 
public  Newfpapers,  addrefled  to  the  Romanifts  in  all  coun- 
ties, cities,  towns,  and  boroughs,  throughout  the  kingdom  ; 
ordering  them  immediately  to  draw  up  fimilar  manifeftpes, 
under  the  guifc  of  petitions  to  parliament,  and  tranfmit  them 
to  their  fecretary,  a  manufaaurer  in  the  liberties  of  the 
City  of  Dublin,  and  a  mod  energetid  Romanift. 
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Thefe  orders  were  complied  with  by  the  Romanifts  in 
every  quarter  of  the  kingdom  with  great  expedition  •,  the 
feveral  manifeftoes  were  almoft  in  the  fame  words  with  that 
drawn  up  by  you  and  your  energetick  committee  /  and  were 
all  prefented  to  parliament  on  its  meeting,  with  long  lifts  of 
names  fubfcribed  to  each. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  arrived  in  this  kingdom  fhortly 
after  you,  and  acted  in  every  thing  exactly  conformable  to 
your  advice.  The  great  law  officers  of  the  crown  were  im- 
mediately difmifled  from  their  employments,  as  were  many 
others  of  great  family  and  abilities  from  feveral  mod  im- 
portant offices  in  the  (late,  without  any  reafon.  being  afligned 
for  their  difmiflal,  other  than  that  they  were  Proteftants  ad- 
verfe  to  your  meafures,  and  that  you  wanted  their  employ- 
ments for  your  own  creatures.  Open  menaces  of  removing 
the  Lord  Chancellor  were  thrown  out,  and  if  your  domi- 
natipn  had  continued,  he  might  probably  have  been  fucceeded 
by  a  Romanift.  The  court  of  the  viceroy  was  crowded  with 
Romanifts  of  the  loweft  condition,  the  moil  obtrufive  and 
active  among  the  mob  of  that  perfuafion  ;  (fuch  perfons  as 
your  admired  apoftle  Mr.  Paine  calls  nobles  by  nature)  the 
tnoft  popular  and  energetick  Romanifts,,  were  feated  at  the  feftive 
board  of  the  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  to  the  no  fmall  degradation  of 
his  great  flation. 

The  miniftry  of  England,  at  length  roufed  from  their  Mr.  Grat- 
lethargy  by  the  rapidity  of  your  revolutionary   progrefs   i 


this  country,  found  it  necefiary  fuddenly  to  recall  the  un-  condu<a  on 
fortunate  nobleman  whom  you,  with  the  afliitance  of  Mr.  Of  Earl 
Edmund  Burke,  had  duped  into  fuch  deftruclive  meafures,  Fltzwlll'ia|r 
and  all  your  plans  of  avarice  and  ambition  were  defeated 
at  one  ftroke.     The  rage  of  you  and  your  allies,  the  popular 
and  energetick  Romani/ls,  burft  forth  on  this  occasion  with 
the  utmoft  fury.     Your  committee,  at  your  inftance,-  fum- 
moned  a  general  meeting  of  their  party  at  a  Romim,  Chapel 
in  the  city  of  Dublin  ;  they  there  refolved  to  fend'  deputies 
to  London  with  a  petition  to  his  majefty,  praying  that  he 
would  continue  Lprd  Fitzwilliam,  that  is,  you,  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  and  fluffed,  as  ufual  with  them,  with 
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«  all  manner  rf  fhamclefs  falfehoods ;  for  your  Romldi  party 
had,  from  the  beginning  of  your  operations,  totally  aban- 
doned all  regard  to  truth,  thinking  that  the  impudence  and 
audacity  of  their  aflertions  would  gain  credit  to  fome  of 
them,  at  lead  in  England,  where,  from  the  ignorance  which 
prevailed  refpeaing  the  internal  ftate  of  Ireland,  honeft  men 
might  be  induced  to  think,  that  even  the  moft  hardened 
lyars  would  not  openly  publifh  fuch  details,  and  prefent 
them  to  the  throne,  without  fome  foundation  or  colour  of 
truth. 

One  of  thefe  daring  falfehoods,  with  which  all  the  pub- 
lications of  your  Romifti  allies  were  at  that  time  and  have 
been  ever  fince  garniflied,  was  that,  what  with  equal  falfe- 
hood  and  deceit  they  are  pleafed  to  ftile <the  emancipation  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  was  impatiently  wiftied  for  by  the  Pro- 
teftants  of  Ireland ;  and  the  Romifh  affemblies,  to  counter 
nance  this  falfehood  in  feveral  of  their  refolutions,  which 
they  caufed  to  be  oftentatioufly  publifhed  in  the  daily  Newf- 
papers  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  with  great  gravity  re- 
turned thanks  to  their  Proteftant  brethren,  for  their  co- 
operation in  the  great  work  of  their  emancipation  ;  though 
it  is  notorioufly  known  in  Ireland,  that  the  great  body  of 
Proteftants  view  fuch  a  meafure  with  abhorrence  ;  that  thofe 
who  pafs  under  the  general  denomination  of  Proteftants,  and 
give  any  countenance  or  fupport  to  fuch  a  meafure,  are  gene^ 
rally  republicans,  and  avowed  difciples  of  Paine,  Price,  and 
Prieflley,  or  timid  perfons  who  dread  the  horrors  of  a  Romifh 
rebellion  ;  and  fpraifcd  be  God  !)  among  the  mafs  of  peo- 
ple pafling  under  the  general  defcription  of  Proteftants  in 
Ireland,  republicans,  infidels,  blafphemers  and  cowards 
are  very  few,  and  inconfidcrable  with  refped  to  power  or 
property. 

Mr.  Orat-        Tk'       ir 

can',  fadi-  *  aflembly  alfo  voted  an  addrefs  to  you  :  your  anfwer 

«,,a,,fwcr  to  which  very  plainly  points  out  your  defign  of  feparating 
drcf.of  chc  'he  ««-°  countries,  and  the  ufe  you  intended  to  make  of  the 
tabf  *  Romani^  ^  the  execution  of  that  defign. 

fcSlL  I  lha"  hr  U\e  'he  Hbcrty  of  remi«di"g  yo«  °f  =•  f«" 
fd«,  .he  P^"  ln  that  anf*",  which  together  with  the  addref&  was 
Kirl  Pnn«dononelheet  of  papw,  and  tent  in  thoufanda  over 
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all  Ireland,  with  advice  to  all  Romanifts  to  have  the  fhecte 
framed  and  glazed,  and  hung  up  for  perufal  in  all  their 
ho  ufe  5. 

This  anfwer  was  publiftied  in  March,  1795,  at  the  time 
when  the  Britifh  Empire  was  actual; y  engaged  in  a  furious 
war  with  a  favage  enemy,  the  enemy  of  mankind  in  general ! 
not  for  advantage,  for  commerce,  or  for  dominion  ;  but 
for  prefervation,  for  exiftence  as  a  free  country.  You  there- 
in infert  the  following  paflages,  addrefled  to  the  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts : 

"  Let  me  advife  you  by  no  means  to  poftpone  the  con- 
ff  fideration  of  your  fortunes  till  after  the  war  -,  rather  let 
"  Britain  receive  the  benefit  of  your  zeal  during  the  exigency 
"  which  demands  it. 

"  My  wim  is,  that  you  mould  be  free  now ;  there  is  no 
"  other  policy  which  is  not  low  and  little  •,  let  us  at  once 
"  inftantly  embrace,  and  greatly  emancipate. 

«'  If  he  (Earl  Fitxwilliam)  is  to  retire,  I  condole  with  my 
**  country.  For  myfelf,  the  pangs  on  that  occafion  which  I 
f(  mould  feel  at  rendering  up  my  fmall  portion  of  minifte- 
"  rial  breath,  would  be  little,  were  it  not  for  the  gloomy 
ft  profpe£ts  afforded  by  thofe  dreadful  guardians  which  are 
<c  likely  to  fucceed.  I  tremble  at  the  return  of  power  to 
"  your  old  ta/k-mafters.  That  combination  which  galled 
**  the  country  with  its  tyranny,  infulted  her  by  "its  manners, 
*'  exhaufted^er  by  its  rapacity,  and  Ilandered  her  by  its  ma- 
ff  lice;  (hould  fuch  a  combination  (at  once  inflamed  as  it 
if  mud  be  now  by  the  favour  of  the  Kritifb  court,  and  by 
*c  the  reprobation  of  the  Ir'ijh people]  return  to  power,  I  have 
"  no  hesitation  to  fay,  that  they  will  cxtir.gwjb  Irelandy  or 
<c  Ireland  mitfl  remove  them.  It  is  not  your  cafe  only,  but 
"  that  of  the  nation  ;  I  find  the  country  already  committed 
cc  in  the  ftruggl.e  ;  I  beg  to  be  committed  along  with  her, 
"  and  to  abide  the  iflue  of  her  fortunes."  r 

Then  the  anfwer,  after  remarking  that  the  Irifh  parlia- 
ment had  voted  great  fupplies,  goes  on  to  fay,  "  And 
'*  when  this  country  came  forward,  cordial  and  confident, 
f*  with  the  offering  of  her  treafure  and  blood,  and  rcfolutc 
**  to  ftand  or  fall  with  the  Britifh  nation,  it  is  no  proof 
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/<  of  wifdom  or  generofity  to  feiecl:  that  moment  to  plant 
"  a  dagger  in  her  heart." 

Though  the  manifeft  tendency  of  your  anfwer  (being  all 
in  the  fame  drain  with  the  above  felefted  paflages)  was  to 
excite  the  Romanifts  of  Ireland  to  infurreclion,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fevering  the  ifland  from  the  Britifli  Empire  during 
the  war  with  France,  which  would  enfure  the  infurgcnts 
the  afiiftance  of  the  French  affaflins ;  yet  it  may  not  be 
impertinent  to  infert,  in  this  my  anfwer  to  your  moft  impu- 
dent adtirefs  to  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  a  few  comments  on 
the  above  paflages,  as  my  anfwer  is  not  intended  for  your 
perufal  alone,  but  for  the  oerufal  of  my  fellow  citizens  of 
Dublin,  and  of  all  other  my  countrymen  into  whofe  hands 
it  may  fall. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  the  Irifh  Romanifts, 
before  the  lieutenancy  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  were  intitled  to 
every  civil  privilege  and  advantage  to  which  Proteftants  were 
intitled  ;  fave  only  that  their  obftinate  refufal  of  the  oath 
of  fupremacy,  and  of  the  oaths  and  engagements  prefcribed 
to  be  taken  by  the  teft  a&,  precluded  the  few  Irifh  peers  of 
that  perfuafion  from  voting  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
their  commoners  from  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
They  were  alfo,  by  the  fame  means,  precluded  from  filling 
about  32  civil  employments,  among  which  were  the  offices 
of  Lord  Lieutenant,  Lord  Chancellor,  Judges,  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  army  ;  in  the  perfons  filling  which 
offices  was  vefted  the  fuperior  executive  authority  of  the 
ftate  ;  fituations  of  legiflative  and  executive  authority,  which 
can  never  be  conceded  to  Romanifts  while  they  deny  the  fu- 
premacy <s>f  the  ftate,  and  while  even  the  form  of  a  Protef- 
tant  eftablifhment  is  preferved  in  Ireland. 

In  facl,  the  Irifti  Romanifts,  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
Earl  Fitzwilliam,  enjoyed  a  more  rational,  a  more  extenfive, 
and  better  fecured  civil  liberty,  than  the  moft  favoured  clafs 
of  fubjeas  in  any  ftate  in  the  known  world,  thofe  of  Great 
Britain  only  excepted ;  yet  you  and  your  party  harangued 
and  addrefled  what  you  call  \\^  popular  and  energetlck  part  of 
them  into  an  opinion  that  they  were  flaves  ;  fraudulently 
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•and  malicioufly  fliled  the  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  eftablifli- 
ment  in  church  and  ftate,  emancipation  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics ;  arid  told  them  that  they  mud  work  their  own  deliverance, 
when  the  Britifli  Empire  is  involved  in  a  war  with  a  potent 
neighbouring  nation,  which  has  declared  by  public  decree, 
that  it  will  fupport  and  aflid  the  fubje£ls  of  all  dates  who  (hall 
rebel  againft  their  rulers. 

The  true  and  palpable  conflruclion  of  the  words,  "  Let  me 
<c  advife  you  by  no  means  to'podpone  the  confideration  of 
"  your  fortunes  till  after  the  war.     My  wifh  is  that  you 
"  mould  be  free  now  ,-  there  is  no  other  policy  which  "is  not 
<c  low  and  little ;  let  us  ai  once  inftantly  embrace  and  great- 
<{  ly  emancipate.     You  muft  dedroy  your  former  dreadful 
<c  guardians,  your  old  taflc-mafters,  cr  they  will  extinguifh 
"  you.     The  country  is  already  committed  in  the  flruggle  ; 
"  I  beg  to  be  committed  along  with  her,  and  to  abide  the 
"  iffue  of  her  fortunes  •"  is,  fly  to  arms  Immediately  ;  dejlroy 
by  fire  and  fword  all  Protejlants  who  oppofe  your  prtlenfans,  and 
all  the  great  Protejiant  officers  of  fiate,  many  of- whom  I  dif- 
placed  in  thejhort  interval  of  my  domination,  and  intended  to  have 
dene  fo  by  the  reft :  they  qreail  tajk-rnafters,  and  keep  you   in 
worfe  than  Egyptian  bondage.     Tou  have  no  time  to  hfe  ;  if  you 
don't  dif patch  them  before  a  peace  jhall  be  concludtd>  they  will  ex- 
tinguijh  you.     Gnat  Britain  can  fend  no  affiftance  to  the  Protef- 
tant s  of  Ireland  ;  you  are  the  Irijh  people,  the  country,  the  nation  ; 
the  Protejlant*  are  but  (i  handful.     England  is  not  able  to  defend 
herfelf  againjl  France  when  your  ajjtfiance  is  wnhdrawn  from 
her  ;   the  French  will  ajfi/l  you  with  innumerable  hojls  ;   7  my- 
ftlf  will  be  your,  general.     If  you  wait  till  a  peace  is  concluded 
between  Great  Britain   and  her  enemies,  you  will  be  too  faff. 
Your  prefent  addrefs  is  replete  with  the  fame  doctrines,  as  I 
fhall  hereafter  make  mord  fully  appear. 

Your  confederates,  the  popular  and  'energetic  Romanifts, 
have  not  neglccled  your  advice,  fo  far  as  their  abilities  ena- 
bled them  to  follow  it.  A  viry  confiderable  number  of  the 
Irifh  Romanifts,  and  much  the  larged  portion  of  them,  pre- 
ferred peace,  quiet,  and  the  exercife  of  their  lawful  occu- 
pations, protected  by  civil  liberty,  to  rapine  and  murder. 

The 
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The  whole  body,  though  they  amounted  to  two-thirds  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  yet  were  not  in  pofieffion  of 
one-twemieth  part  of  the  real  and  perfonal  property  of  the 
kingdom,  taken  together.  Hence,  from  a  difapprobation  of 
fo  wicked  a  meafure  in  a  large  part,  and  from  inability  in 
the  reft,  (and  indeed  in  the  whole,  if  they  had  been  unani- 
mous^ no  open  general  rebellion  of  the  Romanifts  followed 
the  difmiflal  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  ;  but  aflaffination,  night- 
ly  murder,  robbery,  and  conflagration  through  a  confider- 
able  pirt  of  the  kingdom  immediately  followed  this  your 
flagitious  publication ;  and  in  your  prefent  you  openly  avow, 
that  thefe  calamities  are  the  confequcnces  of  the  rejection 
of  what  you  ftile  Catholic  emancipation.  Adverting  to  the 
prefent  convulsions  in  this  kingdom,  in  your  addrefs,  you 
write  thus*:  "  They'(that  is  the  government)  have  told  us 
4<  at  fome  times,  though  at  other  times  they  have  faid  the 
M  contrary,  that  it  is  the  fpirit  of  plunder,  not  politics,  that 
"  is  abroad  :  idle  talk,  whatever  be  the  crime  of  the  prc- 
«'  Tent  fpirit,  it  is  not  the  crime  of  theft ;  if  fo,  it  were  eafi- 
"  ly  put  down  :  no,  it  is  a  political  not  a  predatory  fpirit, 
"  it  is  the  fpirit  of  political  reformation"  that  is,  Catholic 
emancipation  .  for  in  your  late  project  of  reform,  propofed 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  firft  and  principal  part  of 
the  reformation  which  you  and  your  party  declared  muft 
precede  all  further  reform,  was  Catholic  emancipation,  fo 
that  the  difciples  of  the  Proteftant  reformers,  who  had  two 
centuries  ago  converted  the  nation  from  what  our  foolifli 
anceftors  thought  the  errors  of  popery,  were  to  be  re-re- 
formed into  popery,  for  the  re-eftabliftiment  of  civil  liberty  ; 
and  popery  and  liberty  were  indiffglubly  connected  by  the 
dogmas  of  you  and  your  faction,  inftead  of  popery  and  fla- 
very  heretofore  coupled  together  in  the  political  creed  of 
our  filly  anceftors ;  and  you  openly  and  audacioufly  avow, 
that  all  the  prefent  nightly  aflaffination s,  robberies,  and 
burning  of  houfes,  the  horrible  murders  of  multitudes  of  Pro- 
teitant  clergymen,  magiftrates,  witnefles,  and  others,  with 
the  dreadful  confpiracy  for  the  murder  of  more,  arife  from 
the  fpirit  Apolitical  reformation  which  you  and  your  fadion 


hare  fent  abroad  ,among  the  popular  and  energetic  Romanics, 
that  is,  the  dregs  of  the  mob  of  that  perfuafion  ;  and  this 
fpirit  is  conjured  up  by  a  faction  contemptible  in  number, 
never  amounting  to  thirty,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  on  any  quef- 
tion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fince  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitz- 
william,  of  which  five  or  fix  only  at  any  one  time  were  mem- 
bers for  counties,  and  frequently  reduced  to  feven. 

But,  fir,  it  is  not  furprizing-that  you,  who  have  fo  re- 
peatedly  harangued  and  addrefled  for  Catholic  emancipation  juftifies  the 
and  reform  of  the  Commons'  Houfe,  by  which,  as  I  &aU^ 
demon  (Irate  before  I  quit  you,  you  mean  the  fubverfion  offacrein 
the  Proteftant  religion  in  Ireland,  feparation  of  the  ifland  x 
.from  the  Britifh  Empire,  and  an  Irifh  republic  ;  I  fay,  it  is 
not  furprizing  that  you  fhould  juftify  the  prefent  noclurnal 
murders  and  outrages  of  an  Irifh  banditti,  and  fine  them 
down  by  reprefenting  them  as  arifing  "  from  the  fpirit  of 
"  political  reformation  carried  to  different  degrees  ;  to  liberty 
"  in  moft  inftancej  ;  to  ambition  in  others  ;  and  to  power  in 
"  others^"  and  again,  "  here,  there  may  be  confpiracy  ;  there 
"  may  be  republicanifm  ;  there  may  be  a  fpirit  of  plunder 
u  mixing  in  the  public  caufe  j  but  it  is  a  public  caufe ;  and 
"  let  no  man  perfuade  you  that  it  is  not  the  caufe  of  liberty 
"  on  one  fide,  and  tyranny  on  the  other  .•"  when  you  had  the 
audacity  in  tfie  fame  addrefs  to  juftify  the  horrible  Irifh  maf- 
facre  of  the  year  1641,  and  to  falfify  hiftory  in  the  moft  pal- 
pable  manner  for  that  purpofe. 

This,  fir,  you  did  ;  and  although  at  the  firft  view  it  mar 
feem  that  you  digrefled  a  little  from  the  propofed  fubjeft  of 
your  addrefs,  to  wit,  the  juftification  of  your  own  parlia- 
mentary conduct,  in  juftifying  the  Irifh  maflacre  ;  to  thofc 
who  mall  attentively  confider  your  addrefs,  as  I  have  done, 
it  will  clearly  appear,  .that  you  have  inferted  this  juftifica- 
tion  of  that  dreadful  cataftrophe,  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
couraging the  continuance  of  the  prefent  barbarous  difor- 
ders,  fo  gently  represented  by  you,  as  the  exertions  of  the 
Jpirit  of  political  reformation,  operating  for  liberty  in  nwjl  in- 
fiances  I  as  exertions  in  the  eaufe  of  liberty  again]}  tyranny  !  by 
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tlie  example  of  the  glorious  exploits  of  the  anceftors  of  the  pre- 
fer^ Romiih  banditti  in  the  fame  caufe  with  the  prefent. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  the  defigns  of  the  leaders 
of  that  rebellion  were  the  fame  with  ydurs,  the  reparation  of 
this  kingdom  from  England,  and  the  eftabli(hment  of  an  in- 
dependent government  here  ;  and  with  that  view,  and  as 
the  fure  means  of  eftec~ting  their  purpofe,  they  intended  the 
utter  extirpation  of  the, Proteftant  religion,  and  had  projected 
a  reform  in  parliament  by  the'  deitru£tionx)f  the  boroughs 
fome  time  before  they  broke  out  into  open  rebellion,  as  may 
be  feeri  by  the  hiilories  of  that  time,  and  particularly  by  that 
mod  valuable  one,  Mr.  Carte's!  hiftory  of  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  and  the  authentic  documents  which  he  has  pub- 
liflied  in  the  appendix  to  it. 

You  begin  your  juftification  of  the  Trim  rebellion  with  a 
falfe  and  acrimonious  inve£live  againfl  king  James  the  firft. 
(I  (hall  before  I  conclude  this  anfwer,  expofe  your  malignant 
miftatement  of  the  conduct  of  that  prince  to  his  Irifh  fub- 
je&s.)  You  then  proceed  to  abufe,  by  mod  malicious  mif- 
reprefentations,  (to  which  you  have  fo  habituated  yourfelf, 
that  they  feem  to  be  natural  to  you,)  the  whole  of  the  con- 
duel  of  king  Charles  the  firft,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Earl  of  Strafford,  his  minifter  in  Ireland,  It  is  no  wonder 
that  you,  who  prefume  with  an  aflurance  peculiar  to  your- 
felf to  mifreprefent  in  the  moft  flagrant  manner  what  is 
every  day  happening  before  our  eyes,  mould  mifreprefent 
antiquity  without  quoting  any  hiftorian  to  fupport  your  mif- 
ftatemems.  You  fometimes  add  to  your  malignant  fables 
the  words,  "fays  tie  hiflorian  ;"  pray,  why  did  you  not  de- 
clare the  hiftorian's  name  ?  Such  mifreprefentations"  of  tranf- 
adions  in  the  reigns  of  James  the  firft,  and  Charles  the  firft, 
tinged  quite  fo  deeply  with  acrimonious  inveaive, 
are  contained  in  two  books,  both  of  them  of  modern  date  ; 
written  by  a  mercenary  profligate  fcribbler,  of  the  name 
ke,  hired  by  a  club  of  Irifh  Romanifts  to  defame 
Proteftant  government  of  Ireland,  and  called  the  trial  of 

*  Roman  Catholics;  the  other  by  a  bigotted  Romifh  phyfi- 
««i  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  of  the  name  of  Curry,  ftiied, 


3* 

en  htftorical  review  of  tie  wars  of  Ireland^  a  fecond  edition  of 
this  laft  treatife   has   been   lately  publifhed  in  the  city  of 
Dublin  by  your  energetic  Remanifts.     Is  the  hiftorian  you 
allude  to,  but  whom  you  decline  to  name,  one  of  thefe  ? 
They  both  are  in  flile  and  credit,  as  hiftorians,  rather  be- 
low the  level  of  Oldmixon  and  Ogilby  in  England.     Any 
perfon  who  willies  to  be  convinced  of  the  falfe  colouring  with 
which  they  and  you  have  difguifed  and  deformed  the  hif- 
tory-of  thofe   times,  will  be  fully  fatisfied  by  reading  the 
three  firft  books  of  the  firft  volume  of  Carte's  hiftory  of 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  authorities  there  referred  to  ; 
and  Hume,    6th    vol.   page  401,  402,  &c.  he  will  there 
find  your  calumnies  fully  refuted,  and  that  Ireland  owes  her 
conftitution,  her  laws,  her  manufactures,  her  trade,  her  ci- 
vilization, to  the  two  monarchs,  and  the  great  ftatefman, 
you  have  thus  bafely  traduced   and   abufed  ;    that  from  a 
woody  defert,  inhabited  only  by  favage  barbarians  for  the 
moft  part,  it  aflumed  the  appearance  of  a  civilized  country 
by  the  great  eare  and  attention  of  thefe  monarchs  and  their 
minifters,  particularly  the  Earl  of  Strafford.     Hiftory  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  Earl  of   Stratford's   admini- 
ftration  in  Ireland  ;  "  In  the  government  of  Ireland,  his  ad- 
"  rainiftration  had  been  equally  promotive  of  his  matter's 
"  intereft,  and  that  of  the  fubjefts  committed  to  his  care  ; 
u  a  large  debt  he  had  paid  off ;  he  had  left  a   confiderable 
"  fum  in  the  Exchequer  ,  the  revenues,  which  never  before 
<c  anfwered  the  charges  of  government,  were  now  raifed  to 
<c  be  equal  to  them ;  a  fmall  {landing  army,  formerly  kept 
"  in  no  brder,  was  augmented,  and  was  governed  by  exa£t 
<e  difcipline  ;  and  a  great  force  was  then  raifed  and  paid  for 
"  the  fupport  of  the  king's  authority  againft  the  Scotch  co- 
"  venanters. 

"  Induftry  and  all  the  arts  of  peace  were  introduced 
((  among  that  rude  people  ;  the  (hipping  of  the  kingdom, 
"  augmented  a  hundred  fold  ;  the  euft'oms  tripled  upon  the 
<c  fame  rates  ;  the  exports  doubled  in  value  to  the  imports  ; 
<c  manufactures,  particularly  that  of  linen,  introduced  and 
"  promoted  j  agriculture,  by  means  of  the  Englim  and 

"  ScouHh 
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«  Scottifli  plantations,  gradually  advancing  5  the  Proteftant 
«  religion  encouraged  without  the  perfection  or  difcontent 
«  of  the  Catholics."  See  Hujne's  hiftory,  vol.  6th,  page 
402,  and  the  authorities  there  quoted. 

Rw*.         As  you  have  raked  up  the  ames  of  the  dead  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  defaming  them,  and  thereby  juftifying  rebellion  and 
£***  manure  ;  it  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  infert  an  account  of 
ofthejarl  the  condud  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  when  brought -to  trial 
ford"  '      before  his  peers  by  mercilefs  cruel  republicans,  who  hunted 
him  to  death,  and  murdered  him  in  defiance  and  contempt 
of  the  known  laws  of  this  country  ;  though  you,  with  as 
much  ignorance  as  malice,  ftate  that  he  "juftlj  loft  his  head  •," 
as  if  the  putting  any  man  to  death  by  a  public  execution, 
againfi  whom  no  crime,  which  could  warrant  judgment  of 
death  by  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  was  proved,  and  againft 
whom  no  judgment  was  pronounced  by  his  peers  who  tried 
him,  was  an  aft  of  juftice;  eighty  peers  attended  at  his  trial 
on  an  impeachment  for  high  treafon  by  the  Commons,     Af- 
ter the  trial  hadlafted  eighteen  days,  the  managers  of  the 
Commons,  finding  they  had  failed  in  the  proof  of  any  aft  of 
treafon  agairtft  him,  and  that  the  peers  intended  to  acquit 
him,  immediately  fufpended   the  progrefs  of  the  trial ;  the 
Commons  his  accufers  turned  judges,  contrary  to  all  law  and 
juftice,  brought  in  and  pailed  a  bill  of  attainder  againft  him 
in  their  own  houfe,  fent  it  to  the  lords,  compelled  a  majo- 
rity of  the  lords,  by  great  and  outrageous  mobs,  and  menaces 
of  afiaflination,  to  pafs  the  bill ;  forty-five  lords  only,  out 
of  eighty  that  attended  the  trial,  being  prefent  in  the  houfe 
at  the  time  the  bill  pafled ;  the  reft  being  kept  away  through 
dread  of  republican  violence  ;  and  of  thefe  forty- five,  nine- 
teen voted  againft  the  bill.     Hi$  majefty  was  prevailed  upon 
by  a  forged  letter,  pretended  to  have  been  written  by  the 
Earl  himfclf,  to  give  his  aflent  to  this  murderous  a£  ;  fuch 
was  trie  juftice  by  which  the  Earl  of  Strafford  loft  his  head  ! 
ii  is  modjern  French  juftice  !  I  am  not  afliamed  to  quote  my 
biilorical  authorities,  fee  the  State  Trials,  ift  vol.  Hume, 
6th  vol  from  p.  400  to  411.     Carte's  Ormond,  ift  vol.  p. 
131  to  1^6.    Mr.  Whitlock,   the  famous  republican,  fa- 
vourite 
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vourite  of  Cromwell,  and  author  of  the  memorials,  wa$ 
himfelf  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, appointed  to  conduct  and  manage  the  impeachment 
againft  the  earl  before  the  lords;  he  thus  defcribes  the  be- 
haviour of  that  great  man  on  his  trial  :  "  Certainly  never 
«•  any  man  ac~ted  fuch  a  part  on  fuch  a  theatre,  with  more 
*'  wifdom,  conftancy  and  eloquence,  with  greater  reafon, 
"  judgment,  and  temper,  and  with  a  better  grace  in  all  his 
"  words  and  actions,  than  did  this  great  and  excellent  per- 
"  fon,  and  he  moved  the  hearts  of  all  his  auditors,  fome 
"  few  excepted,  to  retnorfc  and  pity."  And  the  fame 
author,  fpeaking  of  the  earl's  death,  thus  exprefles  himfelf : 
'<  He  died  with  charity,  courage,  and  general  lamentation. 
"  Thus  fell  this  noble  earl,  who  for  natural  parts  and  abili- 
"  ties,  and  for  improvement  of  knowledge,  by  experience 
"  in  the  greateft  affairs,  for  wifdom,  faith fulnejs  and  gallan- 
"  try  of  mind,  hath  left  few  behind  him,  that  may  be  rank* 
c<  ed  equal  with  him."  See  Whitlock's  memorials  from  p.  40 
to  43.  Such  was  the  language  of  one  of  the  profecutors  of 
that  great  and  unfortunate  flatefman  refpe£ting  him  ;  how 
different  from  that  of  you,  'his  poilhumous  defamer  !  who 
flile  him  with  as  much  falfehood  and  malice,  as  vulgarity,  a 
robber. 

After  your  dating,  contrary  to  all  truth,  to  all  authentic  Remarks 

hiftory,  that  the   Irifh  were,   before  the  rebellion  and  rnaf-onMr-, 
;  Grattan  s 

ftcre,    the   moft  opprefled,  nation   on  earth,  that  thefe  op- juflification 
preffibns  were  the  natural  effects  of  a  borough  parliament ;  ^thcb"" 

*        n    ".   -    >  barous  Ko- 

that  the  inhuman/  perfecutions  under  which  the  Irifii  then  milhmaffa- 
laboured  were  provocations  fufficicnt  to  excite  in  the  minds  cre' 
of  the  people  fentiments  of  the  mod  favage  revenge,  and 
fully  to  juftify  them  ;  you  break  out  into  the  following  rant ;} 
*4  MaJJacre,  confufion,  civil  war,  religious  fury  followed 
"  naturally  and  of  courfe  \  here  you  fee  hatched  and  matured 
"  the  tgg  which  produced  the  maifacre,  and  all  that  brood 
"  of  mortal  confequences.  The  principles  ,of  robbery  were 
44  planted  by  the  deputy  (the.  Earl  of  Strafford/  and  the  go- 
"  vernrnent  were  furprizcd  at  the  growth  of  popular  pil- 
"  lage  i  hud  the  country  been  left  to  a  ilate  of  barbarous 
D  «  nature 
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"  nature,  flic  could  not  have  been  fo  (nattered  and  con- 
"  vulfed,  as,  when  thus  reduced  to  a  flate  of  barbarous 
"  art."  Thus  you  defend  the  juftice  of  this  horrible  maf- 
facre  ;  for  the  man  who  tells  us,  that  the  provocation  given? 
was  fuch  as  called  for  the  revenge,  juftifies  the  revenge,  it 
then  becomes  but  juftice  ;  homicide  is  even  juftifiable  by  the 
common  law,  if  the  provocation  is  fo  great  that  human  nature 
cannot  brook  it,  a  robber  may  be  juftly  flain  by  the  party  at- 
tacked, fuch  homicide  is  delf-defence  -f  here  then  you  addrefs 
the  citizens  of  Dublin  with  a  defence  of  the  barbarous  maflacre 
of  their  unoffending  Proteftant  anceftors  by  mercilefs  Romifh 
murderers.  Gracious  God  !  a  century  and  an  half  has  pafled 
fince  that  horrid  tranfaftion,  and  no  man  ha^in  all  that  time 
been  found  audacious  and  wicked  enough  to  juftify  it,  except 
yourfelf ;  many  have  attempted  to  extenuate  it,  fome  partially 
to  excufe  it,  but  no  one  fully  to  juftify  it,  until  you  took  up 
your  pen  for  that  purpofe ;  to  awaken  the  horror  in  the  minds 
of  Irifti  Proteflants,  which  fuch  an  attempt  muft  juftly 
excite,  I  (hall  delineate  from  authentic  hiftorians  fome  of 
the  mod  prominent  and  terrible  features  of  that  dreadful 
cataftrophe. 

'  The  Irijh,  every  where  intermingled  with   the  Englijhy 
'  needed  but  a  hint  from  their  leaders  and  priejh  to  begin  hof* 
'*  till  ties  again/I  a  people  whom  they  hated  on  account  of  their  rt- 
'  tigit*9  and  envied  for  their  riches  and  prof  peri ty,  the  houfes, 
'  cattle,  goods  of  the  unwary  Englijh  were  fir  ft  felted,  thefc 
(  who  heard  of  the  commotions  in  their  neighbourhood,  in/lead  of 
(  deferting  their  habitations  and  ajjembling  together  for  mutual 
"  protection,  remained  at  home  in  hopes  of  defending  their  pro- 
"  ptrty,  and  fell  thus  feparately  into  the  bands  of  their  enemies, 
<  after  rapacity  had  fully  exerted  itfelf,  cruelty,  and  that  the 
moll  barbarous,  that  ever  in  any  natian,  was  known  or  heard 
'*  ofy  began  its  operations,  an  univerfal  maffacre  commenced  of 
the  Engjjfh  now  defencelefs  and  pa/wely  refigned  to  their  in- 
human  foes,  no  age,  nofex,  no  condition  was  fpared.   Tht  wife 
'  weeping  for  her  butchered  hu/band,  and  embracing  her  helphfs 
'  children,  was  pierced  with  them,  and  perijhed  by  the  f ami 
the  old,  tht  young,  the  vigorous,  the  irfrm>  underwent 
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"  the  like  fate,  and  were  confounded  in  one  common  ruin ;  in 
ts  vain  did  flight  fave  from  the  fir jl  ajfault,  deft  ruft  ion  was 
(t  every  luhere  let  loofe,  and  met  the  hunted  viftims  at  every 
t(  turn  ;  in  vain  was  recourfe  had  to  relations,  to  companions, 
"  to  friends  ;  all  connexions  were  dijjolved,  and  death  was  dealt 
ff  by  that  band,  from  which  protection  was  implored  and  ex- 
tf  pctttd  ;  without  provocation,  without  opbofition,  the  aftonijhed 
"  Englijh,  being  in  profound  peace  and  full  fccurity,  were  maf- 
"  facred  by  thtir  near  eft  neighbours,  with  wh'jm  they  had  long 
t(  upheld  a  continued  inter c our  fe  of  kindnefs  and  good  offices,  but 
**  death  was  the  iigbtcjl  pu*j]bment  infliftcd  by  thofe  enraged 
t(  r-ebels  ;  all  the  tortures  which  wanton  cruelty  could  devife,  all 
(t  the  lingering  pains  of  body,  the  anguijh  of  mind,  the  agonies  of 
"  defpair,  could  not  Jatiate  revenge,  excited  without  injury,  and 
tf  cruelty  derived  from  no  caufe  ;  to  enter  into  the  particulars 
'<  would  Jhock  the  leaft  delicate  humanity,  fuch  enormities,  though 
'*  attcfted  by  undoubted  evidence,  appear  almofl  incredible,  de» 
"  praved  nature,  even  perverted  religion  encouraged  by  the  ut- 
(f  mo  ft  licence,  reaches  not  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  ferocity,  unlefs  the*" 
"  pity  inherent  in  human  breafts,  be  deftroyed,  by  that  contagion 
"  of  example,  which  tr  an f ports  man  beyond  all  the  ujual  motives 
((  of  conduct  and  behaviour. 

te  The  weaker  fex  themfehes,  naturally  tender  to  their  own 
"  fujferm£*  and  compaffionate  to  thofe  of  others,  here  emulated 
<{  their  more  robuft  companions \  in  the  practice  of  every  cruelty  ; 
<e  even  children,  taught  by  the  example,  and  encouraged  hy  the  ex- 
<(  hortation  of  their  parents,  effayed  their  feeble  bhws  on  the 
*e  dead  car  cafes  or  defencelefs  children  of  the  EnjJi/k;  the  very 
te  avarice  of  the  Irijh  was  not  a  fufficient  reftraint  to  their  cruel" 
\  <(  tyifufk  was  their  frenzy,  that  the  cattle  which  they  had  feized, 
and  by  rapine  had  made  their  own,  yet  becaufe  they  bore  the 
name  of  Engli/h,  were  wantonly  flaughtered,  or  when  covered 
with  wwnds,  turned  loofe  into  the  woods  and  d/ferts. 
tc  The  f lately  buildings  or  commodious  habitations  of  the  plan- 
ters, as  ij  upbraiding  the  floth  and  ignorance  of  the  natives, 
t(  w ere  confumed  with  fire,  or  laid  level  with  the  ground,  and 
(t  where  the  miferable  owners,  fhut  up  in  their  houfes  andpre- 
(f  paring  for  defence  perijhed  in  the  flames,  together  ivith  their 
D  2  ((  wivts 


»  whit  and  childrtn,  a  double  triumph  was  of, red  to  their  in- 

*'  fulling  jott. 

"  If  any  whert  a  number  affembled  together,  a»d  affuming 
"  courage  from  dejpair,  were  rejohed  tofweeten  death  by  a  re- 
<•'  venge  on  their  affa/ms,  ihey  were  dijarmed  by  capitulations 
«  andpromifes  ofjafety,  confirmed  by  the  mojt  folemn  oaths ;  but 
««  no  jooner  had  they  furrendered^  (ban  the  rebel*,  with  perfdy 
"  tqual  to  their  cruelty,  made  them  Jhare  the  fate  of  thtir  un- 
tf  happy  countrymen. 

**  (Jtheis,  more  ingenious  ftill  in  their  barbarity,  tempted  their 
"  prifoners,  by  the  fond  love  of  life,  to  embrue  their  hands  in  the 
"  blood  of  their  friends,  frothers,  and  parents,  and  having  thus 
*'  rendered  them  accomplices  in  guilt,  gave  them  that  death,  which 
4t  they  fought  to  Jbun  by  deferring  it. 

"  Amidfl  all  thefe  enormities,  thcfacred  name  of  religion  found- 
**  ed  on  every  fide,  not  to  flop  the  hands  of  thefe  murderers,  but 
"  to  enforce  their  blows,  and  to  fteel  their  hearts  againft  every 
"  movement  rf  human  or  ficial  fympatby  ;  the  Englijh,  as  here- 
f<  tics,  abhorred  of  God,   and  deteftable  to  all  holy  men,  were 
"  marked  out  Ly  the  priefts  fur  Jluughter  ;  and  of  alt  aftions,  to 
"  rid  the  world  of  thefe  declared  enemies  to  Catholic  faith  and 
:t  piety,  was  represented  as  the  moft  meritorious  ;  nature,  which 
"  in  that  rude  people  was  jujficiently  inclined  to  atrocious  deeas, 
"  was  further  ft  imulated  by  precept,  and  national  prejudices  em~ 
:<  poffoned  Ly  thofe  averfans,  more  deadly  and  incurable,  which 
'  arofe  from  an   enraged  j  up  erf  tit  ion,  while  death  fnijhed  the 
"  fif*int*  of  each  vifiim,  the  bigotted  affaj/ins,  with  joy  and 
'  exultation,  ftiil  echoed  in  his  expiring  ears,  that  thefe  agonies 
'  were  but  the  commencement  of  torments  infinite  and  eternal" 
Such  is  the  defcription  of  this  hellilh  maffacre  given  by 
Mr.  Hume  in  the  6th  vol.  of  his  hiftory  from  page  410  to 
"436,  and  he  ftiles  it,  an  event  memorable  in  the  annals  of  human 
kind,  and  worthy  to  be  hdd  i«  perpetual  deflation  and  abhor- 
rence.  That  he  has  not  heightened  the  pidure  beyond  reality,1 
the   writings  of  Temple,  of  Clarendon,  of  Rufhworth,  of 
\Vhitlock,  cotemporary  hiftorians,  and  volumes  of  original  de- 
pofitions  taken  on  the  occafion,  and  now  extant  in  the  library 
Trinity  College,  Dublin, fuflkiently  prove;  fomc  differ- 
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cnces  of  opinion  have  indeed  prevailed,  refpe£ling  the  number 
of  the  immolated  vi&ims  ;  Mr.  Carte,  a  writer  of  fingular 
humanity  and  juftice,  examines  thofe  opinions  refpe&ing  the 
number  with  great  candour,  and  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  ill  vol.  p.  177,  178,  dates  that  though  fome  writers 
had  fwelled  the  amount  of  the  murdered  to  upwards  of  one 
hundred  thoufand,  yet  that  Peter  Walfh,  a  Romifh  fryar,  cal- 
culate^ the  number  flaughtered  to  amount  to  eight  thoufand 
only  ;  but  that  Sir  William  Petty  in  his  Political  Anatomy  of 
Ireland,  computed  the  number  of  Proteftants  maflacred  in  cold 
blood,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  Irifh  rebellion,  to  amount  to 
thirty-feven  thoufand,  and  to  this  laft  calculation,  Mr.  Carte 
gives  his  own  approbation,  founded  on  thef  known  abilities  of 
Sir  William  Petty,  his  fkill  in  calculation,  and  the  oppor- 
tunities he  had  of  obtaining  authentic  information,  he  having, 
(hortly  after  this  dreadful  period,  furveyed  the  whole  king* 
dom.  It  is  here  to  be  remarked  that  in  Mr.  Hume's  ac- 
count Englishman  and  Proteftant  are  fynonimous,  the  native 
Irifh  Romanics  to  this  day  counting  every  Proteftant,  though 
of  Irifh  name  and  family,  an  Englifhman,  and  having,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  but  one  word  in  their  language  to  fig- 
nifyboth.  Did  you  mean  to  infult  the  citizens  of  Dublin 
by  juftifying  this  horrid  maffacre,  as  a  juft  retaliation  on  the 
Irifh  Proteftants,  as  oppreflbrs  of  the  Irifh  nation  ?  What 
opinion  do  you  think  the  citizens  of  Dublin  will  entertain  of 
the  heart  of  the  man,  who  could  juftify  fo  barbarous  a  tranfac- 
tion  ?  Surely  every  Proteftant  in  the  nation,  and  every  Ro- 
manift  too,  who  is  not  one  of  your  energetics,  will  hold  the 
fame  opinion  of  its  advocate,  as  Mr.  Hume  held  of  the  event 
itfelf,  to  wit,  that  he  is  worthy  to  be  held  in  perpetual  detefta- 
tion  and  abhorrence  ! 

I  have  cited  this  hiftorical  account  of  the  Irifh  mafTacre  in 
the  words  of  the  hiftorian,  without  adding  one  tittle  to  it,  nd£ 
with  a  view  of  awakening  qld  animofities,  and  exciting  to 
new  outrages,  the  purpofe  for  which  you  lugged  it  head  and 
ftioulders  into  your  addrefs. 

I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  many,  I  hope  and  believe  a 
great  majority,  of  the  Irilh  Romanifts  of  the  prefent  day, 

hold 


hold  it  in  as  much  abhorrence  as  I  do,  but  T  have  taken  this 
notice  of  it,  becaufe  you  have  provoked  it ;  and  to  hold  you 
up  in  your  proper  colours  to  the  nation,  which  you  have  in- 
fulted  by  jollifying  it,  to  (hew  the  reafonable  Romanifts,  (for 
I  write  not  to  your  energetics)  to  what  barbarous  and  dange- 
rous extremities  you  are  urging  them,  merely  for  the  gratifi- 
cation of  your  own  ambition,  and  avarice  ;  and  to  dififeft  and 
eipofe  to  public  infpeftion,  the  heart  of  a  man,  capable 
of  publifhing  to  the  world  his  approbation  of  the  barbarous 
Irifli  maffacre,  and  of  the  prefent  horrible  nocturnal  mur- 
ders, conflagrations,  and  robberies,  perpetrated  by  your  po- 
pular and  energetic  Romanijls9  throughout  a  great  part  of  this 
nation,  exactly  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  perpetrated  by 
the  Irifh  rebels  in  the  year  1641,  and  which  you  emphatically 
ftile,  the  exertions  ofthefpirit  of  political  reformation,  operating 
for  liberty  in  moji  inftances,  and  which  in  your  addrefs  you  fti- 
mulate  them  to,  as  well  by  your  avowed  approbation  of  for- 
mer mafiacres,  as  by  telling  them,  that  the  exertions  of  the 
prefent  government,  in  ftationingfand  employing  the  king's 
army  in  different  parts  of  the  nation,  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
thefe  murders  and  robberies,  and  the  protection  of  the  loyal 
and  peaceable  fubjefts,  under  the  guidance  of  the  civil  inagif- 
trates,  are  murders,  and  the  minifter  a  murderer,  and  em- 
ployer of  murderers ;  thus  you  call  the  energetic  Romanifts* 
to  arms  !  thus  you  found  the  trumpet  of  infurre&ibn  and 
mafiacre,  by  the  moft  notorious  and  malignant  falfehoods  ! 
"  The  minifter  (you  exclaim)  deftroyed  liberty,  and  property, 
"  he  confumed  the  prefs,  he  burned  houfes  and  villages, 
"  he  murdered  and  he  failed  (that  is,  my  brave  confederates, 
"  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  fupprefs  the  murders,  and  rob- 
"  bericsof  you  the  energetic  Romanifts)  recall  your  murder- 
"  er,  we  faid,  and  in  his  place,  difpatch  our  meflenger,  try 
"  conciliation,"  that  is,  banilh  your  magiftracy,  recall  the 
army,  who  arc  fub- murderers,  from  the  country,  extinguifti 
all  law,  abandon  the  loyal  and  peaceable  Irifh  Proteftant  fub- 
jeds,  to  murder,  robbery  and  conflagration,  give  the  king- 
dom  up  without  further  conteft  to  the  popular  end  energetic 
and  fubmit  your  throats  to  the  knife,  without  fur- 
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dier  druggie  ;  for  the  tnafs  of  the  people >  tht  Irijh  nation^  arc 
determined  to  maflacre  you  all,  you  are  foreigners,  murderers, 
and  merit  flaughter. 

I  cannot  yet  difmifs  your  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Ro- 
manifts  aflembled  at  Francis-ftreet  Chapel  without  one  fur- 
ther remark  as  well  on  your  vanity,  as  your  deceit :  you  men- 
tion therein  during  the  very  fhort  government  of  Earl  Fitz- 
william  that,  "  we"  (meaning  yourfelf  and  your  puny  faction 
of  ten  or  twelve  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  "  ob« 
"  tained  a  great  force  and  a  great  fuppiy  with  the  confent 
*•*  and  confidence  of  the  people ;"  and  you  add,  "  it  is  no 
se  proof  of  wifdom  to  take  the  taxes  and  continue  the  abufes, 
"  to  dafh  away  the  affe&ion  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  fe- 
**  le&  the  moment  when  the  people  of  Ireland  came  forward 
"  with  her  blood  and  treafure,  refolute  to  ftand  or  fall  with 
<"  the  Britifh  nation,  to  plant  a  dagger  in  her  heart."     Thefe 
paragraphs  are  a  continued  chain  of  deceit ;  ift,  you  intended 
to  infmuate,  that  by  your  influence,  and  that  of  your  party 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  large  fuppiy  was  procured  in 
the  lieutenancy  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  and  a  confiderable  in- 
creafe  of  troops  voted  ;  do  you  think  any  man  in  Ireland,  can 
be  impofed  upon  by  fuch  legerdemain  ?  The  exertions  and 
influence  of  you  and  your  party,  could  not  have  added  or 
deducted,  one  (hilling,  to,  or  from,  the  fuppiy  ;  nor  one  man 
to,  or  from,  the  number  of  troops  voted  ;  you  might  indeed 
have  retarded  the  fuppiy,  perhaps  for  a  couple  of  days,  by 
your  frothy  harangues,  and  you  might  by  fuch  means,  have 
detained  the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  a  night 
or  two  to  late  hours;  the  impotence  of  you,  and  your  party 
in  the  Houfe,  is  fo  well  known,  that  your  boaft  of  having  ob- 
tained a  great  force  and  a  great  fuppiy,  inftead  of  procuring 
you  any  credit,  only  excites  laughter  at  your  extravagant  va- 
'  nity,  in  thofe  who  know,  and  confider  only  your  imbecility  ; 
a  fneer  of  contempt  at  your  deceit,  in  thofe  who  know  you 
intended  this  part  of  your  anfwer  to  the  addrefs,  for  the  in- 
fpeftion  -of  the  Englifh  Jacobins,  your  matters,  to  induce 
them  to  believe  that  you  are  of  great  weight  and  confequence 
In  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,   and  might,  if  you  had 
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thought  proper,  have  defeated  ordiminifhed  the  fupply  ;  and 
a  flare  of  furprife  in  all,  at  your  impudence,  in  openly  pub- 
lifting  in  Ireland,  what  every  man  in  Ireland,  who  has  ever 
adverted  to  public  affairs,  knows  to  be  a  falfehood.  Secondly, 
you  intended  to  infinuate,  that  you  and  your  friends  pro- 
cured an  ample  fupply,  and  an  additional  number  of  troops 
on  the  terms  exprefs  or  implied,  that  government  fhould  ex- 
ert all  its  intereft  to  caufe  your  bill  for  what  you  ftilc  Catholic 
Mancipation ,  to  be  enacted  into  a  law,  and  that  the  recall  of 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  a  breach  of  the  terms,  and  a  ftab  to  the 
heart  of  the  nation  ;  but  it  is  evident  no  fuch  terms  could 
have  been  agreed  upon,  becaufe  the  whole  nation  knew  that 
you  and  your  friends  could  neither  procure  the  grant  or  the 
denial  of  a  fupply.  therefore  no  terms  could  have  been  made 
with  you  or  them,  on  that  fcore ;  it  is  indeed  certain  enough 
that  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  or  rather  you  his  governor,  did  deter- 
mine to  exert  all  the  intereft  and  power  of  government  to 
caufe  that  bill  to  pafs  into  a  law,  and  that  fuch  exertion  of 
that  intereft  was  defeated  by  the  fudden  recall  of  Earl  Fitz- 
william, but  ihat  his  recall,  and  the  defeat  of  fuch  a  bill,  were 
confidered  by  the  nation  as  a  national  calamity,  as  a  dab  to  the 
heart  of  the  nation,  and  as  a  fignal  inftance  of  ingratitude, 
after  ample  fupplies  had  been  voted  by  the  Iriih  Houfe  of 
Commons,  is  a  falfehood  asgroundlefs  as  any  other  contained 
in  your  addrefs  ;  for  every  Proteftant  in  the  nation,  except 
fome  ufurpers  of  that  name,  the  difciplcs  of  Paine,  Price,  and 
Prieftley,  (hewed  every  demonftration  of  joy  on  the  recall  of 
Earl  Fitzwilliam,  that  is,  a  body  of  the  Irifli  people  poflefling 
forty-nine  parts  out  of  fifty  of  the  landed  property  of  Ireland, 
and  at  lead  nineteen  parts  out  of  twenty,  of  the  perfonal  pro- 
perty, the  great  landed  and  moneyed  intereft  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  as  to  the  bill  for  what  you  fraudulently  ftile  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  Roman  Catholics,  you  informed  yovr  popular  and 
energetic  Romanifts,  your  committee  of  nine,  in  your  anfwer 
to  the  addrefs  of  them  and  their  mob,  that  you  meant  with 
t&eir  permiffion  to  introduce  their  bill,  immediately  after  the 
recefs,  which  took  place  on  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam, 
which  perrr.iflion  that  moft  rcfpcaable  committee  of  nine, 
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cornpofed  of  traders,  fhopkeepers,  and  empirics,  by  their 
refolution  of  the  pth  of  April  1795,  moil  graciouily  conceded 
to  you  :  after  the  playing  of  this  farce,  between  you  and  this 
doughty  committee,  you  introduced  this  bill  into  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  out  of  which  it  was  fcouted  by  an  immenfc  ma- 
jority of  the  Houfe,  you  and  about  twenty  more,  only,  fup- 
porting  it  ;  what  proof  then  have  you  of  the  truth  of  your 
afiertions  that  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  was  a  ftab  to 
the  heart  of  the  nation,  and  a  mark  of  the  blacked  ingrati- 
tude to  the  nation,  which  had  granted  ample  fupplies  ?  almoft 
the  whole  body  of  the  landed  and  moneyed  intereil  of  the 
nation,  manifested  the  utmoft  joy  on  the  recall  of  that  noble- 
man, and  the  fame  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  had  granted 
the  fupplies,  almoft  unanimoufly  fcouted  out  your  emancipa- 
tion bill,  the  favourite  meafure  of  that  nobleman  and  thofe 
employed  by  him  ;  in  {hort,  it  is  plain,  that  in  your  anfwer 
you  mean  fraudulently  to  impofc  your  Romanift  committee, 
and  their  mob,  your  popular  and  energetic  Romanijls,  on  your 
Jacobin  mailers  in  England,  as  the  Iriih  nation,  the  IrifK 
people  'f  fo  much  for  your  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  popular 
and  energetic  Romanifts  affembled  in  Francis-ftreet  Chapel. 
The  Romiflti  committee  having  by  your  advice  difpatch 

three  delegates  to  the  Britifh  court,  as  ambaffadors  with  , 

Romilh  at- 

remonftrance,  which  they  prefented  to  his  majefty  at  his  fembly  ac 
levee,  againft  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  and  being  there  ^"^^ 
received  with  all  the  contempt,  which  the  prefumption  and  pel  on  the 
abfurdity  of  their  miflion  merited,  returned  to  Ireland  and 
fummoned  another  meeting  of  their  party,  at  the  Romifh 
Chapel  in  Francis-  ftreet  on  the  pth  of  April  1  795,  four  mem-  theirrepub- 

bers  of  your  committee  of  nine  here  difplaycd  their  oratorical  licanj*rioci« 
t  »!•  ••        «          i  ,,  ,  .  pies,  and 

abilities;  as  they  were  all  Known  to  be  your  puppets,  and  their  deter- 
to  acl  under  your  control,  and  inftru&ions,  a  (hort  account  m.ined  hof" 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  affembly  and  of  the  -tendency,  of  Groat  Bri- 

their  fpeeches  will  ferve  more  clear)  v  to  illuftrate  your  danee-  tfm;  and 

b      their  recog- 

rous  projects  ;  one  principal  object  with  this  afiembly,  was,  to  nition  of 


impofe  a  belief  on  the  Irifh  Proteilants  remote  from 

that  the  pretenfions  of  thefe  popular  and  energetic  Roman!  ftt^  ipy,  a*  one 

were  favoured  by  the  body  of  the  Proteilants  of  Dublin,  and  ^gent^as 

(Q  well  as  Mr. 

/  Grattan. 
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to  give  a  countenance  to  this  fraud,  a  few  Romifh  ftudents  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  (Romanifts  having  been  (hortly  be- 
fore enabled  by  aft  of  parliament  to  receive  their  education 
in  that  feminary)  repaired  to  that  aflembly  ;  their  appearance 
at  the  Romifli  Chapel  was  pre-concerted,  they  were  received 
with  great  acclamation,  and  one  of  the  orators  welcomed 
them  in  amoft  bombaflic  addrefs;  he  affeaed,  as  did  the 
rcR  of  the  aflembly,  to  treat  them  as  if  they  were  the  whole 
of  the  Proteftant  ftudents  of  the  College  of  Dublin,  although 
all  the  aflembly  knew  the  contrary  •,  many  of  thefe  young 
men  being  the  children  of  leading  Romanifts  then  prefent, 
and  they  were  part  of  a  body,  who  had  on  that  day  prefented 
a  fulfome  addrefs  to  you,  and  were  then  returning  after  per- 
fuming your  idolftiip  with  their  incenfe  ;  two  of  thefe  Ro- 
mifti  ftudents  in  their  turn  harangued  the  aflembly,  and 
inveighed  with  all  the  bitternefs  of  the  moft  malignant  Ro- 
mifli natives,  againft  all  connexions  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  •,  they  appeared  to  be  perfe&ly  well  tutored  in 
all  the  rebellious  do&rine  of  feparation  of  this  country  from 
Britain  ;  in  all  the  Romifti  publications  o£  the  tranfa&ions  of 
this  aflembly,  the  attendance, of  this  handful  of  ftudents  is 
blazoned  forth,  as  if  it  was  the  attendance  of  all  the  members 
of  the  Proteftant  Univerfity  of  Dublin  ;  the  fpeechcs  uttered 
at  this  aflembly  were  publifhed  in  moft  of  the  daily  papers  in 
Dublin,  and  were  carefully  copied  into  Jacobin  Newfpapers 
in  London ;  one  orator,  of  the  name  of  M'Nevin,*  one  of  the 
committee  of  nine,  after  reprefenting  Great  Britain  as  almoft 
totally  fubdued  by  the  arms  of  France,  advifes  the  Romanifts 
immediately,  and  during  the  war,  to  commence  all  kind  of 
hoftilities  againft  Britain,  and  thus  declaims,  "  what  may  we. 
:|  not  exped  from  the  madnefs  of  her  returning  profperity, 
;'  when  amidft  the  wreck  of  all  her  greatnefs,  by  a  treatment 
"  equally  irritating  and  unjuft,  (he  fcems  to  folicit  infurrec- 

"  tion 

•  This  is  the  M'Nevin,  who  was,  after  this  tranfacStion,  difpatched  by  the 
United  Irifbmen,  to  treat  with  the  French  Directory,  and  induce  them  to 
invade  Ireland.  On  confeffion  of  his  treafons,  his  life  has  been  fpared  ;  he 
«  now  a  Prifoner  at  Fp;t  George  in  Scotland,  and  vras  one  of  the  committfe 
s»f  nine. 
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'*  tion  among  the  people,  or  to  command  a  dereliction  of 
"  their  rights  !"  Throughout  all  their  fpecches,  thefe  Ro- 
mifti  orators  affect  to  take  it  as  granted,  that  what  they  call 
Catholic  emancipation,  is  the  wiih  of  all  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, that  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  are  attached  friends  to 
their  pretenfions,  or  too  inconfiderable  to  be  at  all  confidercd 
in  the  difcuflion  of  them,  and  that  they  are  only  oppofed  by 
the  Britifh  miniftry  •,  fuch  deception  they  think  may  have 
weight  in  England,  where  the  falfehood,  the  utter  contempt 
of  truth,  the  meannefs,  poverty  and  impotence  of  the  de~ 
claimers  are  unknown,  but  they  well  know,  that  they  and 
their  aflertions,  are  treated  with  due  contempt  in  Ireland. 

The  fame  orator  proceeds  thus :  "  It  is  the  protection  of 
*c  England,  which  has  taken  away  your  regular  army  to  be 
"  employed  in  her  impious  crufade,  her  protection  has  not  left 
<l  you  a  poYt  from  Bilboa  to  the  Baltick,  and  involve^  you, 
"  in  a  war,  in  which  had  (he  been  fuccefsful,  had  not  the 
"  judgment  of  God  overtaken  her,  (he  would  have  the  power, 
««  and  I  doubt  not,  the  inclination,  to  rivet  your  bolts  fot 
<«  erer,  her  protection  has  been  well  compared  to  that  of  the 
"  exalted  oak  in  the  thunder  ftorm  ;  to  the  unphilofophic 
"  clown  who  feeks  its  (hade,  the  tree  ferves  to  conduct  more 
f  c  unerringly  the  lightning's  force  upon  his  head ;  the  ino- 
"  ment  is  at  hand,  when  the  world  (hall  know  how  to  efti- 
"  mate  thd  connexion  of  both  countries,  and  the  indepenoL 
"  ence  of  our  ftate  j  the  problem  will  be  now  refolved, 
"  whether  Ireland  be  a  free  and  imperial  nation,  or  only  an 
**  out-lying  province  to  Great  Britain." 

All  thefe  orators  magnified  the  general  population  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  excefs  of  the  number  of  Romanics,  over  that 
of  the  Proteftants  in  it,  beyond  all  bounds  of  truth  and  pro«< 
bability  ;  and  further  to  excite  rebellion,  they  dimini&ed  the 
population  of  Britain  in  the  fame  degree,  and  defcanted 
throughout,  on  defeats  and  difcomfitures  of  the  Britifh  armss 
which  never  happened,  and  they  all  in  the  moft  violent  terms 
reprobated  all  ideas  of  an  union  with  Great  Britain,  and  urged 
the  necefBty  of  a  parliamentary  reform. 

Anothe? 
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Another  of  thefe  orators  of  the  name  of  Ryan,  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  nine,  endeavoured  in  his  harangue,  to 
perfume  fuch  of  his  audience  as  had  taken  the  oath  enjoined 
to  be  taken  by  the  ad  of  a  793  by  all  Romanias  who  were  de- 
firous  of  having  the  benefit  of  that  ad,  that  nothing  con- 
tained in  that  oath,  could  prevent  them  from  endeavouring  to 
overthrow  the  prefent  Proteftant  Church  eftablifliment  in 
Ireland— The  claufe  in  the  oath  relating  to  the  church 
eftabliihment  is  as  follows  : 

"  And  I  do  hereby  difclaim,  difavow,  and  folemnly  abjure 
"  any  intention  to  fubvert  the  .prefent  church  eftablifhment, 
"  for  the  purpofe  of  fubftituting  a  Catholic  eftabliihment  in  its 
"  ftead." 

The   argument  of  the  laft  mentioned  orator,   is  thus  : 
"  You  have  not  abfolutely  fworn,  that  you  will  not  endea- 
vour to  fubvert  the  prefent  Proteftant  Church  eftablifliment  ; 
you  have  only  fworn  that  you  will  not  endeavour  to  fubvert  it, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fubftituting  a  Romifli  Church  eftablifli- 
ment in  its  room  ;  but  notwithstanding  this  oath,  you  may 
fubvert  the  prefent  Proteftant  Church  eftabliihment,  provided 
you  do  not  fubftitute  a  Romifli  eftablifliment  in  its  room ; 
now  when  we  fubvert  the  prefent,  we  will  live   without 
any  eftablifliment,    and    we   will  not  fubftitute  a  Romi(h 
''ftablifl'iment  in  the  room  of  that  fubverted  :"  his  words  on 
this  occafion.  are  remarkable,  "  and  I  will  fay,  that  I  have 
*  rcafon  to  think  that  Catholics,  fo  far  from  being  willing 
11  to  fubvert  one  eftablifliment,  in  order  to  fubjlitute  their  oivn 
'  in  its  pLice,  would  not,  if  all  eftablifli ments  were  levelled 
4  to  the  ground,  defire  or  confent  to  build  up  an  exclufive 
•*  eftablifhment  for  their  own  clergy  and  their  own  creeds." — 
This  afTembly  then  came  to  feveral  refolutions,  fome  of  them 
I  flail  into. 

Rcfolved  unanimoufiy,  that  we  are  fincerely  and  unal- 

<  terably  attached,  to  the  rights,  liberties,  and  independence 

of  our  native  country,  and  we  pledge  ourfelves,  coUeMvffy 

and  individually,  to  refift,  even  our  own  emancipation— if 

'  propofed  to  be  conceded  on  the  ignominious  terms  of  aa 

'  acquiefcence,  in  the  fatal  meafure  of  an  union,  with  the 

"  fiftcr  kingdom." 

«  Refolved 
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€<  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  right  hon.  Henry  Grat- 
*'  tan  be  requefted  to  introduce  the  Catholic  bili,  immedi- 
"  ately  on  the  meeting  of  parliament." 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  of  this  meeting 
"  be  refpe&fully  prefented  to  our  agent,  Theobald  Wolfe  Tow, 
"  Efq.  for  the  readinefs  with  which  he  accompanied  our  de~ 
ic  puties  to  England,  and  the  many  other  important  fer  vices, 
"  he  has  rendered  to  the  Catholic  body  in  purfuit  of  emanci- 
**  pation,  jetvices  which  -no  gratitude  can  overrate)  and  no  re- 
6(  numeration  cfin  overpay.7' 

Before  I  proceed  further  in  detailing  the  conduct  of  you, 
and  your  confederates,  the  popular  and  energetic  Romaui/Is, 
>t  is  neceflary  for  me  to  explain,  not  to  you,  but  to  the  pub- 
lic, who  this  Mr.  Tone,  your  felrdw  agent  for  the  Romifh 
committee  of  nine,  is,  and  what  his  public  condu&  has  been  ; 
as  fuch  explanation,  will  ftrongly  tend  to  illudrate  your  con- 
duel:  in  fome  particulars,  and  to  clear  away  all  doubts  re- 
fpecling  your  real  defighs. 

This  Mr.  Tone*  is  the  fon  of  a  mechanic  of  fome  fort  in  Account  of 
Dublin,  who  found  means  to  procure  him  an  education  in  Mr*  ione* 
the  College  of  Dublin,  and  he  afterwards  made  his  way  to 
the  bar  ;  he  formed  that  fociety  of  aflaflins,  the  United  Iriih- 
men  •,  his  name  has  often  appeared  as  fecretary  to  that  pack 
of  blood-hounds  ;  in  1792  he  publifhed  a  pamphlet,  entitled, 
An  argument  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ;  thev ob- 
ject of  it  is  to  (he  w  the  deplorable  Jl ate  of  Ireland,  arifing  from 
her  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  to  prove  that  the  emanci- 
pation pf  the  Romanifts,  by  their  ad  million  into  the  legilla- 
ture  will  be  followed  neceflarily  by  a  parliamentary  reform t 
and  that  fuch  reform,  produced  by  fuch  means,  will  enable 
Ireland  to  exift,  as  an  independent  ftate  perfectly  fevered 
from  Great  Britain  ;  he  dates  that  every  hour  brings  forth  to 

Ireland 

*  Since  the  firft  publication  of  this  anfwer,  Tone  was  apprehended  on 
board  the  Hoche  French  man  of  War,  taken  by  Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren, 
on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  with  troops,  on  board  for  che  invafiun  of  Ireland. 
He  was  in  a  French  uniform,  and  alleged  that  he  was  an  adjutant-general  in 
the  French  army.  He  was  tried,  and  condemned  to  be  hanged  and  quartered* 
for  High  Treafon  ;  the  morning  of  the  day,  appointed  for  his  execution,  he 
cut  his  own  throat,  and  thus  defrauded  the  gallows.  His  brother  was  ukaa 
with  Humbert,  the  French  general,  and  handed. 


Ireland  infinite  resources  find  provocations  to  independence, 
he  iavifhes  the  higheit  praifes  on  the  national  afiembly  of 
France,  defcribing  therfi,  "  as  a  body  of  reprefentatives,  not 
"  of  their  condiments  merely,  but  of  man,  whofe  nature 
"  they  have  exalted  beyond  the  limits,  that  even  Providence 
"  fecnied  to  have  bounded  it  by;"  he  clofes  his  pamphlet,  by 
an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  in  thefc  words,  "  let 
"  them  true  cry  reform  y  and  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  free, 
f<  initpendent,  and  happy" 

This  pamphlet  recommended  Mr.  Tone  to  your  commit- 
tee of  nine,  your  popular  and  energetic  Romantfts^  they  em- 
ployed him  as  your  co-adjutor  in  emancipation,  and  voted  him 
the  fum  of  fifteen^hundred  pounds  for  his  trouble. 

A  man  of  the  name  of  Jackfon  was  fent  over  to  Ireland  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1794,  by  the  French  convention, 
as  a  fpy,  to  procure  them  intelligence  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland, 
the  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  practicability  of  an 
invafion  ;  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan,  and  Doctor  Reynolds,  both 
of  them  now  exiles,  outlawed  for  high  treafon,  and  Mr.  Tone, 
now  an  exile  too,  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  French  fpy, 
formed  a  drift  connexion  with  him  j  Rowan  was  introduced* 
to  him  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Lewins,*  one  of  the  orators 
at  this  aflembly  in  Francis-  ftreet  Chapel  of  the  pth  of  April 
1795,  a  remarkable  Romifh  agitator  ;  Tone  being  a  man  of 
letters  and  a  barrifter,  .was  fixed  on  by  the  French  fpy,  to 
draw  up  a  ftate  of  Ireland  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  French 
comrention,  to  encourage  them  to  invade  the  kingdom  ;  this 
buGnefs  Mr.  Tone,  co-agent  with  you  for  the  Irifh  Romanifts/ 
performed  m  April  1  794.  Jackfon  was  arrefted  bv  the  govern- 

nt  m  the  fame  month,  and  after  putting'  off  his  trial 
by  ^affidavits,  once  or  twice,  he  wjs  at  length  tried,  and  con- 

Ben  h          ?     7  °"'  ^  the  L  °f  the  C0ur<  *  King's 
Ben  h,  on  the  23d  of  April  i795,  and  bei      b        fc       8 

rece.e  fentence  on  the  3cth  of  that  month,"  he  3ji 


refcapes;  on  this  trial,  the  paper  drawn  up 

:  :;t:nt-  Lewins  was 

I'rtnch  DireAory.  °W  their  aCCreditcd  »ge«,  with  the 
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by  Tone,  as  a  (late  of  this  nation,  for  the  ufe,of  the  French  jjJ£  Tow's 
convention,  was  read  in  evidence,  having  been  intercepted  land  for  the 
at  the  poft-office  ;  in  this  paper,  this  co-agent  with  you  fa^*j££hc 
the  Irifh  Romanifts,  grofsly  miftates  the  relative  numbers  of  convention, 
inhabitants  of  different  fedts ;  he  reduces  the  Proteftants  of 
the  eftablifhcd  church  to  one  half  their  number,  he  more 
than  doubles  the  number  of  Proteftant  diffenters,  indeed  he 
trebles  it,  and  he  adds  at  leaft  one-third  to  the  number  of 
Romanics  ;  his  reafon  for  thus  falfifying  is  obvious,  he  was 
a  man  of  defperate  fortune,  he  was  as  firmly  attached  to  the 
project  of  the  feparation  of  this  nation  from  Great  Britain, 
as  you,  or  the  affembly  at  Francis- flreet  Chapel,  his  and  your 
em^foyers ;  Mr.  Tone's  attachment  to  this  project  may  be 
feen  by  his  writings,  and  that  of  the  aflembly  at  Francis- 
ftrcer,  by  their  fpeeches,  publiihed  by  themfelves  with  great 
oftentation,  in  which  they  publicly  avow  the  do£trine  of  fe- 
paration :  Mr.  Tone  very  well  knew,  that  the  execution  of 
fuch  a  project,  could  not  be  even  attempted  with  any  reafdna- 
ble  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  without  the  aid  of  an  army  of  French 
aflaffins,  and  he  was  apprehenfive,  if  he  ftated  the  relative 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  of  different  fects  truly, 
that  the  French  would  decline  the  hazard  of  an  expedition  to 
Ireland :  In  refpeft  however  to  the  property,  political  opi- 
nions, and  inclinations,  of  the  different  feds,  his  ftatement  is 
more  to  be  depended  on,  though  not  accurately  true  ;  it  pro- 
ceeds thus  :  "  The  Proteftants  of  the  eftablifhed  church  have 
"  engroffed,  befides  the  whole  church  patronage,  all  the  pro- 
"  fits  and  honors  of  the  country  exclufively^  and  a  very  great 
"  (hare  of  the  landed  property  ;  the  diffenters  are  fteady  re- 
"  publicans,  devoted  to  liberty,  and  through  all  the  ftages 
<c  of  the  French  revolution,  have  been  enthufiaftically  attach- 
"  cd  to  it  •,  the  Catholics,  the  great  body  of  the  people,  are 
"  in  the  loweft  degree  of  ignorance,  and  are  ready  for  any 
"  change,  becaufe  no  change  can  make  them  worfe ;  the 
"  whole  peafantry  may  be  faid  to  be  Catholics,  they  are  in  a 
"  femi-barbarous  ftate,  which  of  all  others  is  the  beft  adapt- 
"  ed  for  making  war  ;   in  Ireland  the  very  name  of  England*  ' 
"  and  her  power  is  univerfally  odious  ^  fave  with  thofe  who  have 

«  an 


•'  an  intcrcft  in  maintaining  it,  that  is,  with  the  Protean ttf 
«•  of  the  cftablifliment,  who  compofe  the  parliament,  and 
«  grand  juries,  and  are  ariftocrats,  whofe  very  tenantry,  and 
"  dependants  would  defcrt  and  turn  againft  them,  on  the 
"  firil  convulfion,  which  would  level  them  in  the  dull  ;  the 
"  diflenters  are  enemies  to  the  Effglifli  power,  from  reafon, 
••  and  from  tcfaxion,  the  Catholics  from  ahatredofthe  Englijh 
"  natnt,  r<  fulling  from  the  granny  of  mar  f Men  centuries. ;"  and 
he  dates  the  fame  grievances  which  you  have  fo  often  com- 
plained of,  to  wit,  "  the  church  eftablifliment,  the  payment 
"  of  tythes,  the  government  profecutions,  the  convention  act, 
"  the  gun  powder  ad,  &c.  &c."  all  which  he  reprefent*, 
•'  as  depre fling  public  fpirit,  and  as  leaving  no  method  for 
•'  the  people  to  make  their  fentiments  known,  but  by  war/ 
that  is,  by  open  rebellion  when  the  French  army  (hall  arrive, 
and  by  nocturnal  murders  and  plunder,  until  that  blefled  pe- 
riod.— So  far  proceeded  your  co-agent  for  the  Romanifts, 
your  fellow  labourer  in  the  vineyard  of  emancipation,  in  his 
treasonable  correfpondence  with  the  enemy  ! 

However  heightened  the  colouring  of  this  picture,  drawn 
by  the  pencil  of  Mr.  Tone,  of  the  iituation  of  this  country, 
for  the  infpe&ion  of  the  French  convention,  may  be,  the 
time  of  painting  it,  and  feveral  traits  in  it  are  very  well  wor- 
thy of  notice  ;  at  the  very  time  he  painted  it,  in  April  1794, 
and  for  a  long  time  before,  he-  was  the  acknowledged  agent, 
of  \\^  popular  and  energetic  Romanijls,  the  identical  perfons 
uho  employed  you  ;  and  the  oftenfible  employment  of  you 
both,  was  the  work  of  what  you  and  thefe  Romanifts  frau- 
dulently ftile  emancipation  ;  at  that  very  time,  it  was  noto- 
rious, that  he  had  carried  on,  or  attempted  to  carry  on,  a 
treafonable  correfpondence  with  the  enemy,  with  the  privity 
at  lend  of  fome  of  the  Romania  orators,  at  this  aflembly  of 
Francis-ftrcct  Chapel,  particularly  a  man  of  the  name  6f 
Lewins,  as  has  been  proved  on  Jackfon's  trial ;  this  aflembly 
voted  him  as  their  agent,  their  thanks  for  many  important 
jervices  he  had  rendered  to  the  Catholic  body,  in  purfuit 
of  emancipation,  fervices  as  they  defcribe  them,  which  no  gra- 
i  v  tltude 
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titude  can  overrate^  and  no  remuneration  can  overpay  ;  they  cJo 
not  think  fit  to  ftate,  what  thefe  fervices  were  ;  your  fervices, 
or  part  of  your  fervices,  to  thefe  Romanifts,  were,  your 
violent  exertions  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  their  favour, 
and  your  planning  their  feveral  applications  to  parliament, 
Mr.  Tone  was  not  in  parliament,  and  could  not  fenrc  them 
that  way,  but  Mr.  Tone  had  written  a  pamphlet,  in  which 
he  flrongly  recommended  a  total  feparation  of  this  country 
from  Great  Britain,  as  the  only  method  by  which  the  Ro- 
manifts could  compleatly  emancipate  themfelves ;  and  as 
fuch  feparation  could  not  be  effected  by  any  other  means, 
than  by  an  army  of  French  murderers,  and  as  thefe  popular 
and  energetic  Romanifts,  aflembled  at  Francis- ftreet  Chapel, 
the  employers  both  of  you  and  him,  have  fairly,  and  un- 
equivocally, exprefled  their  approbation  of  feparation  ;  it  is 
by  no  means  unreafonable  to  conjecture,  that  Mr.  Tone's 
correfpondence  with  the  French  convention,  and  his  endea- 
vours to  induce  them  to  fend  an  army  to  invade  this  coun- 
try, were  the  important  fervices y  which  no  gratitude  can  over- 
rate^ and  no  remuneration  can  overpay  ^  rendered  by  him  to  the 
Catholic  body,  in  purfuit  of  emancipation,  mentioned  in 
their  refolution,  but  which  they  dared  not  openly  avow,,  on 
account  of  their  treafonable  nature.  It  is  not  a  little  re* 
markable,  that  Mr.  Tone  on  this  occafion,  repeats  the  fame 
pretended  grievances  of  the  nation,  which  you  have  fo  of- 
ten repeated,  and  alfo  that  he  pointedly  admits,  that  the 
only  friends  of  the  Britifli  connexion  in  the  country,  the 
only  loyal  fubje&s,  the  only  decided  enemies  of  the  French 
revolution,  and  the  people  who  poflefs  almoft  the  whole 
property  of  the  country,  are  the  Proteftams  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  church  ;  he  alfo  pointedly  admits,  what  has  fo  often 
been  objecled  againft  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  and  againft  their 
claims  to  political  power,  their  inveterate  and  invincible  ha- 
tred of  the  Englifh  name,  nation,  and  empire  ;  he  alfo 
pointedly  admits  that  the  bulk  of  them  are  the  peafantry  of 
Ireland,  the  moft  wretched  in  Europe,  and  that  they  arc 
in  a  femi  barbarous  ftate  ;  will  you  not  admit,  fir,  that  Mr. 
Tone  yourco-adjutor,  the  acknowledged  agent  of  the  popular 
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and  energetic  Romariifts  (whom  you  every  where  and  on 
every  occafion  (late,  to  be  reprefentatives  of  the  whole  mafs 
of  the  Iriih  Romanifts,  and  their  aflembly,  the  only  legiti- 
mate organ  empowered  to  exprefs  the  fentimenta  of  that 
wholy  body,)  the  man  to  whom  that  aflembly  had  voted 
the  fum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  at  one  time  for  his  fer- 
vices,  and  alfo  their  thanks  in  the  moft  energetick  manner  j 
will  you  not,  I  fay,  admit  that  he  knew  this  body,  and  their 
opinions,  as  well  as  you,  and  was  as  capable  of  forming  a 
right  judgment  of  them?  and  how  ridiculous  are  your  pa- 
thetic rants,  about  the  hardfliip  of  the  exclufion  of  Roman- 
ifts, from  about  thirty  of  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate  and 
from  feats  in  the  legiflative  body,  that  is,  the  exclufion  of  a 
body  of  fubje£ls,  of  little  property,  and  incurably  difaffe&ed 
to  the  civil  and  religious  eftablifhments,  of  the  nation,  (if 
their  own  agent,  your  worthy  co-adjutor  Mr.  Tone,  is  to  be 
believed,)  from  the  legiflative  and  fuperior  executive  ca- 
pacity ! 

Further  to  demonftrate  that  your  co-agent  Mr.  Tone,  en- 
tertained the  fame  project  with  yourfelf,  the  total  feparation  of 
the  two  nations,  I  (hall  give  a  fliort  extract  from  a  letter  of 
Mr.  Tone,  to  a  confidential  correfpondent  of  his  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  engaged  in  the  fame  confpiracy,  for  raifing  a  re- 
bellion in  this  kingdom ;  this  letter  is  publiftied  by  the  Secret 
Committee  of  the  Irifti  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  their  report  of 
the  lothofMay,  1797,  and  appears  to  have  been  written  early 
in  the  year  1794,  at  which  time  it  may  be  inferred  from  a  paf- 
fage  in  the  letter,  that  you  and  Mr.  Tone  had  no  connexion, 
and  when  from  his  want  of  knowledge  of  you,  he  had  great 
doubts,  whether  you  or  your  party  could  be  prevailed  on  to 
fupport  meafures,  which  by  your  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the 
Romanifts,  on  the  recall  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  and  by  your  pre- 
fent  addrefs,  it  appears  you  have  now  very  fully  adopted,  and 
which  probably  you  had  adopted  before:  the  extract  is  as  fol- 
lows :  "  My  unalterable  opinion  is,  that  the  bane  of  Irifti  prof- 
"  perity,  is  in  the  influence  of  England  ;  I  believe  that  influ- 
11  ence  will  ever  be  extended,  while  the  connexion  between  the 
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"  two  countries  continues  •,"  then  the  letter,  alluding  to  re- 
folutions  contained  in  it,  goes  on  thus,  "  neverthelefs,  as  I 
*'  know  that  opinion  is  for  the  prefent,  too  hardy,  though  a 
"  very  little  time  may  eftablifti  it  univerfally,  I  have  not  made 
"  it  a  part  of  the  refolutions  5 1  have  notfaid  one  word,  that 
"  looks  like  a  wifli  for  feparatlont  though  I  give  it  to  you,  and 
€S  your  friends,  as  my  moft  decided  opinion,  that  fuch  an  event 
"  would  be,  a  regeneration  to  this  country."  In  the  fame 
letter  Mr.  Tone  calls  the  French  Revolution  the  Morning  Star 
of  liberty  to  Ireland. 

You  had  not  at  the  time  this  letter  Was  written,  publicly 
avowed  your  plan  of  emancipation,  you  were  not  at  that 
time,  in  the  honourable  employment  of  co-agent,  for  the 
popular  and  energetic  Romanifts,  with  Mr.  Tone,  and 
therefore  in  this  letter,  he,  exprefles  fome  doubts  of  your 
political  creed,  which  you  have  fince  very  compleatly  fads- 
fied. 

The  refolution  of  this  afiembly  at  Francis- ftreet  Chapel,  ex- 
preflive  of  the  firm  determination  of  the  whole  Romanift 
party  there  aflembled,  to  refift  an  union  with  Great  Britain, 
arid  rather  to  relinquifti  their  favourite  meafure  of  emancipation, 
than  confent  to  fuch  a  meafure,  was  not  at  all  called  for  by  any 
circumftance  relating  to  the  oflenfible  caufe  of  their  meeting ; 
it  originated  entirely  in  that  inveterate  hatred,  which  Mr. 
Tone,  your  colleague  in  the  agency  for  the  Romanifts,  afierts, 
that  all  Irifh  Romanifts  entertain  of  England,  her  natives  and 
her  power ;  and  even  their  own  intereft  could  not  prevent  them 
from  declaring  it  fo  far  as  they  dared,  though  much  out  of 
time. 

It  has  been  the  opinion  of  very  great  and  able  ftatefmen, 
that  an  union  with  England,  on  juft  and  equitable  terms,  would 
be  very  advantageous  to  Ireland,  would  contribute  greatly  to 
encreafe  her  trade,  and  her  opulence,  and  conduce  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  empire  at  large,  and  in  any  event,  it  could  not 
be  more  prejudicial  to  the  Romanifts  of  Ireland,  than  to  any 
other  clafs  of  his  majefty's  fubjeds  here,  but  much  lefs,  (if  it 
could  be  at  all  prejudicial,  which  I  qannot  admit)  in  as  much, 
if  we  were  one  people  with  the  Britim  nation,  the  preponde- 

E  2  ranee 


5* 

ranee  of  the  Proteftant  body  of  the  whole  empire  would  be  fo 
great,  that  all  rivalfhip  and  jealoufies,  between  Proteftants 
and  Romanifts  would  ceafe  for  ever,  and  it  would  not  be  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  fafety  of  the  empire  at  large,  to  curb  Romanifts, 
by  any  exclufive  laws  whatfoever  ;  but  the  immortal  hatred  ol 
thefe  energetic  Romanifts,  to  the  Britifti  name,  nation,  and 
religion,  and  the  annihilation  of  all  their  hopes  of  an  indepen- 
dent Romifh  republic  in  Ireland,  which  they  forefaw  would  be 
the  effea  of  an  union,  chafed  from  their  minds  in  a  moment 
all  ideas  of  reafon,  prudence,  and  intereft,  and  induced  them, 
without  any  necetlity  whatfoever,  to  exprefs  their  hoftility  to 
Britain  ;  a  conduft,  which  I  hope  will  give  the  Britifti  mi- 
nifters  proper  ideas  of  the  danger  of  countenancing  any  fur- 
ther innovations,  in  church  or  ftate  in  Ireland,  projected  by 
you  and  your  affociates,  in  favour  of  Irifti  Romanifts. 

The  fettled  determination  of  your  aflbciates  and  employers, 
the  Romifh  committee  of  nine,  and  the  popular  and  energetic 
Romanifts,  whom  you  ftile  the  great  body  of  the  Catholics, 
and  aifo  of  your  colleague  in  the  work  of  emancipation,  Mr. 
Tone,  being  thus  pufclifhed  and  declared  for  the  reparation  of 
the- two  countries,  and  it  being  alfo  avowed  by  him,  that  the 
obtaining  of  what  they  ftile  emancipation,  and  alfo  parliamen- 
tary reform,  was  only  confidered  by  them  as  ancillary  to  fepa- 
ration,  and  to  the  eftablimment  of  an  independent  Romifh  re- 
public in  Ireland ;  and  your  colleague,  thinking  that  the  bufinefs 
could  not  be  compleated  without  a  rebellion  at  home,  and  the 
aid  of  a  French  army  of  invaders,  and  having  accordingly  fo- 
licited  fuch  aid,  I  (hall  now  quote  a  few  pafTages  from  your  ad- 
drefs  to  your  fellow  citizens  of  Dublin,  to  afford  them  fome 
further  afliftarice  in  judging,  whether  your  opinions  upon 
thefe  projects,  and  the  means  of  effefting  them,  are  not  the 
f,\me  with  thofe  of  your  employers,  the  popular  and  energetic 
Infl}  Romanes,  and  of  your  colleague  Mr.  Tone  ;  and  whe- 
ther all  your  proceedings,  do  not  direclly  tend  to  the  fam< 
point  with  thofe  of  your  aforefaid  colleague  and  employers 

As  to  emancipation  and  reform,  you  have  fo  publicly  avowec 
that  they  are  the  objeft  of  your  purfuit,  both  in  and  out  o 
parliament,  in  all  your  fpeechcs  and  addrefles,  for  thefe 
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two  years  paft,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  quote  any  paflage 
to  prove  that  you  have  openly  patronized  the  meafures.  As 
to  feparation,  which  includes  rebellion,  and  invafion,  you 
have  obferved  fome  caution  ;  you  have  thought  it  prudent 
to  difguife  your  opinion  on  this  daring  meafure  under  a 
veil,  but  it  is  a  veil  of  thin  gauze,  fcarce  fufficient  to  cover 
you  from  legal  profecution,  your  view  in  ufmg  any  difguife 
at  all. 

Mr.  Tone  afcribes  the  inveterate  hatred  of  the  Engtifh 
name  and  nation  in  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  to  the  tyranny  or1 
the  Englifh  government  in  Ireland,  for  near  feven  centuries  ; 
you  do  not  go  fo  far  back  ;  you  begin  your  account  of  the 
horrible  oppretfion  of  the  Irifh,  by  the  Englifh  government, 
with  the  reign  of  James  the  firft ;  you  then  proceed  to  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  and  juftify  and  approve  the  horrible 
Irifti  maffacre  of  that  reign,  as  a  meafure  of  juft  refi (lance  and 
retaliation  •,  you  ftate,  that  all  the  prefent  nightly  murders, 
robberies,  and  conflagrations,  arife  from  the  "  fpirit  of  public 
f<  reformation,  carried  to  different  degrees,  to  liberty  in  moft 
M  inftances,"  you  reprefent  the  minifter,  without  fpecifying 
who  the  Miniller  is,  as  a  murderer  of  the  people,  notorioufly 
meaning,  that  the  government,  that  is,  thofe  employed  by  the 
king  in  the  different  offices  of  it,  are  murderers  of  the  peo- 
ple; you  flate  that  peerages  are  fold,  confequently  that  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  is  degraded,  (this  you  afierted  in  parliament, 
iyou  were  called  on  for  your  proofs,  you  could  produce  none) 
you  vilify  in  the  bafeft  manner,  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  call- 
ing it  a  borough  parliament,  meaning,  I  prefume,  a  borough 
boufe  of  parliament,  as  if  all  the  members  of  it  were  members 
'or  boroughs  only,  and  ftating  that  all  boroughs  are  venal,  that 
he  members  for  fuch  boroughs  are  not  reprefentatives  of  the 
>eople,  and  that  all  their  a£ts  are  grofs  oppreffions  of  the  peo- 
)le.     Thus   you  vilify,  degrade,  and  traduce,  king,  lords, 
nd  commons,  the  wholeconftitutionalfupreme  legiflative  and 
xecutive  power  of  the  nation,  and  tell  the  nation,  that  all 
dls  of  parliament,  that  have  been  enacled  fmce  the  com- 
;  lencement  of  the  reign  of  James  the  firft,  are  wicked  and 
,  unwarranted  impofjtions,  calculated  to  encourage  and  au- 
thorize 
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thorize  the  commiffion  of  murder,  rapine,  and  every  fpe- 
1  of  oppreffion  on  the  Mb  fubjeas,  and  «  on  the  whole, 
«  thatthecaufeof  the  Irifh  diftraQion  of  I797>  was  the 
«  condudof  thefervants  of  government,  endeavouring  to 
*'  eftablim  by  unlimited  bribery,  abfolute  power;  that  the 
«  fyftem  of  co-ercion,  was  a  neceffary   confequence,  and 
«  part  of  the  fyRem  of  corruption,  and  that  the  two  fyftems, 
«  in  their  fuccefs,  would  have  eftablimed  a  ruthlefs  and  hor  - 
«  rid  tyranny—tremendous  and  intolerable,  impofed  on  the 
«  fenate  by  influence,  and  the  people  by  arms."     You  make 
the  following  eulogy,  on  the  Irilh  peafantry,  by  a  part  of 
whom,  all  the  prefent  noaurnal  murders,  and  depredations, 
are  committed,  «  to  vindicate  their  native  energy,  againft  a 
«  vulgar  error,  they  are  a  ftrong,  hardy,  bold,  brave,  labo-  | 
«  rious  warm-hearted  and  faithful  race  of  men."    Some  of  j 
them  are  certainly,  very  fit  for  the  purpofe  of  you  and  your 
colleague  Mr,  Tone,  and  are  fo  in  faithful,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  prevail  on  them  to  impeach  their  accomplices. 

You  then  proceed  to  your  bead-roll  of  grievances,  which 

you  commence  with  enumerating  certain  inequalities  in  the 

trade,  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  clofe  it  with  | 

the  following  grievances,  "  the  bar  bill— the  convention  bill 

Mr  Grat    "  "~*tnc  gunpowder  bill— the  indemnity  bill — the  fecond  in- 

tan'sliftof  «  demnity  bill— the  infurredion  bill— the  fufpenfion  of  the 

*tth  «-"'  "  habeas-corpus— General  Lake's  proclamation,  by  order  of 

marksupon. «  government— -the  approbation  afforded  to  that  proclama- 

"  tion^-the  fubfequent  proclamation  of  government,  more 

"  military  and  decifive— ^the  order  for  the  military  to  aeT: 

"  without  waiting  for  the  civil  power — the  imprifonment  ef| 

"  the  middle  orders  without  law — the  detaining  of  them  in 

"  prifon  without  bringing  them  to  trial — the  tranfportingi 

"  them  without  law— burning  their  houfes — burning  their 

"  villages  —murdering  them  5    crimes  many  of  which   aye 

"  concealed,  by  the  fuppreflion  of  a  free  prefs,  by  military! 

**  force — the  preventing  legal  meetings  of  counties,  to  pcti-. 

**  tion  his  majefty,  by  orders  acknowledged  to  be  given  to  tk 

"  military,  to  difperfe  them  •,  fubverting  the  fubje£\s  right  tq 

11  petition,  and  finally  the  introduction  of  pradices,  not  onlv 

"  unknowr; 


"  unknown  to  law,  but  unknown  to  civilized  and  chrijlian 
€*  countries ;  fuch  has  been  the  working  of  the  borough 
c<  fyftem,  nor  could  fuch  meafures  have  taken  place,  but  for 
"  that  fyftem." 

As  to  your  pretended  grievances  in  refpecl:  to  trade,  they 
have  been  often  introduced  by  you  and  your  party  in  debate 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  they  have  always  met 
with  a  full  and  free  difcuflion,  and  as  far  as  I,  who  am  no 
trader,  nor  much  (killed  in  trade,  have  been  able  to  judge, 
the  matters  of  complaint,  on- the  fcore  of  trade,  have  been 
always  fuggefted  by  a  few  fmuggling  merchants  on  this  fide 
of  the  water,  aided  by  a  few  of  their  confederates  in  Liver- 
pool, who  had  projected  fchemes  of  advantage  to  themfelves, 
and  of  damage  to  the  fair  traders,  and  the  revenues  both  of 
England  and  Ireland,  by  an  alteration  in  the  rules  of  commerce 
eftabliihed  between  the  two  countries ;  and  thefe  matters  of 
complaint  were  adopted,  and  foftered  with  the  greateft  care 
and  attention,  by  you,  your  puny  party  in  parliament,  and 
your  popular  and  energetic  Romanics ,  with  a  view  of  fowing 
the  feeds  of  difcord  between  the  two  countries ;  but  all  your 
propofitions,refpe£Ung  the  inequality  of  trade  between  the  two 
countries,  fmce  the  free  trade  was  eftablifhed,  have  been  uni- 
formly rejected  by  a  very  great  and  decifive  majority  of  the 
Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  whom  no  reafonable  perfon  will 
fuppofe,  to  be  fo  blinded  to  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  and  their 
own  intereft  individually,  as  to  rejecl;  your  meafures  refpedling 
trade,  if  they  thought  they  would  conduce  to  the  increafe  of 
the  wealth  of  the  nation  in  general,  and  to  that  of  their  own 
tenantry  and  eftates  in  particular.  Your  conduct  in  refpecl:  to 
laying  what  you  termed  protecting  duties  on  Englifh  refined 
fugar,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  convinces  me  either  of 
your  ignorance  of  trade  or  fomething  worfe  ;  for  by  the  ope- 
ration of  this  law,  a  few  fugar  refiners  in  this  kingdom,  where 
that  trade  is  a  monopoly  confined  to  about  forty  perfons,  have 
made  aftoniming  fortunes,  in  a  (hort  period  of  time ;  par- 
ticularly the  prefident  of  your  Romifh  convention,  and  of 
your  (landing  Romifli  committee,  their  gains  being  at  leaft 
eighty  per  cent,  and  the  fubjects  of  this  kingdom  pay  on  an 
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average,  from  fix-pence  to  eight-pence  per  pound,  for  com- 
mon lump  fugar,  more  than  is  paid  in  England  for  the  fame 
commodity,  of  an  infinitely  fuperior  quality  ;  thefe  proted- 
ing  duties,  and  the  confequent  plunder  of  the  Irifh  fubjecT: 
by  thefe  infitiable  harpies  the  fugar-refiners,  were  your  job 
in  parliament,  and  its  effeft. 

The  firft  aft  of  parliament  you  reprobate,  to  wit,  the  bar 
bill,  is  a  bill  appointing  afliftant  barrifters  in  the  feverai 
counties,  with  fmall  falaries,  for  the  purpofe  of  deciding 
fuits  by  civil  bill,  in  a  fummary  way,  and  trying  perfons  for 
fmall  offences,  at  the  fefiionsof  the  peace ;  all  this  bufmefs  in 
Ireland  fell  under  the  cognizance  of  the  judges  of  affize,  at 
the  two  annual  circuits ;    manor  courts  are  very  rare  in  Ire- 
land ;  a  great  part  of  the  bufmefsdetermined  by  civil  bill  in  Ire- 
land, is  in  England  determined  by  the  manor  courts,  which 
in  that  country  are  very  numerous,  and  never  falls  under  the 
cognizance  of  the  judges  of  aflize  there;  and  it  cannot  be 
deemed  any  hardfhip  on  the  fubjecl,  that  country  gentlemen 
a&ing  as  juftices  of  peace,  at  a  quarter  feflions  or  feflions  of 
the  peace,  (hould  be  aflifted  by  a  barrifter,  having  fome  know- 
ledge of  the  profeflion  of  the  law  ;  the  judges  of  afiize  com- 
plained that  the  bufmefs  at  aflizes  was  fo  increafed,  that  they 
were  not  able  to  go  through  it,   and  for  thefe  reafons,  thefe 
afliftant  barrifters  were  appointed,  in  the  feverai  counties 
throughout  the  kingdom  ;   fuch  appointments  are  the  places 
complained  of  by  you,  ,as  being  created  fince  the  place-bill 
pafled  in  parliament,  which  place-bill  vacates  the  feat  of  any 
member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  accepts  of  a  place  of 
honour  or  profit  under  the  crown  tenable  at  pleafure,  and  con- 
tains further  incapacities  refpecling  placemen ;  you  complain 
of  this  bar-bill  as  tending  to  corrupt  the  bar,  and  increafe  the 
influence  of  the  crown  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  •,  as  to  cor- 
ruption of  the   bar,  the  falary  to  each  barrifter  is  fo  fmall, 
being  400!.  per  annum,  and  the  duty  fo  heavy,   each  being 
obliged  to  attend  eight  feflions  of  the  peace  annually,  in  the 
county  to  which  he  is  appointed,  that  no  man  of  any  rank 
at  the  bar,  and  of  talent  worth  purchafmg,  would  accept  the 
place  of  afliftant  barrifter;  and  as  tof  influence  in  the  Houfe 
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of  Commons,  all  thofe  barrifters  are  excluded  from  feats  in 
the  Houfe ;  fuch  is  your  grievance  of  the  bar-bill. 

Your  enumeration,  in  your  lift  oi  grievances,  of  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  military,  and  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  in  fup- 
preflion  of  diforders,  more  cruel,  mifchievous,  and  deftruc- 
tive  than  the  operations  of  armies  in  civil  wars^  or  organized 
rebellions,  are  all  infinitely  exaggerated  by  you,  with  every 
'Jrcumftance  of  the  moft  malignant  acrimony,  and  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  the  exertion,  with  more  than  ordinary  turpitude, 
fupprefled  ;  in  fo  much  that  the  fuppreffion  of  truth,  in  this 
your  detail  of  grievances,  betrays  more  deliberate  rancour, 
and  bafenefs  of  mind,  than  the  fuggeftion  of  that  which  is 
falfe ;  one  village  only  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  that  a 
fmall  one,  confiding  of  mean  thatched  houfes,  in  the  county 
of  Cavan,  had  been  burned  by  the  military  in  thefe  troubles, 
before  the  publication  of  your  addrefs;  upwards  of  one 
thoufand  men,  all  members  of  the  gangs  of  affaflins,  called 
United  Irimmen  and  defenders,  and  all  to  a  man  energetic 
Romanijls,  had  aflembled  in  and  near  that  village,  for  the 
avowed  purpofe  of  deftroying  by  fire  and  fword,  a  neigh- 
bouring colony  of  induftrious  Proteftant  weavers,  who  were 
brought  from  a  remote  part  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  and 
fettled  there,  by  the  proprietor  of  the  eftate ;  a  fmall  party 
of  the  militia  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  then  quartered  in  the 
town  of  Cavan,  were  brought  out  by  the  civjl  magiftrate  to 
fupprefs  this  banditti,  they  found  themfelves  unequal  to  the 
bufinefs  from  the  number  of  the  infurgents,  and  were  obliged 
to  fend  to  their  fellow  foldiers  in  Cavan  for  afliftance ;  when 
the  reinforcement  appeared,  the  great  body  of  the  infurgents 
were  pofted  on  a  hill  at  fome  diftance  from  the  village, 
through  which  it  was  neceflary  to  march  to  attack  and 
difperfe  them,  and  as  the  militia,  confiding  only  of  one 
company,  marched  through  the  village,  and  were  in  the 
middle  of  it,  they  were  fuddenly  fired  upon  from  all  the 
windows  of  the  houfes  on  each  fide,  and  fome  of  them  killed 
and  wounded  ;  the  houfes  were  all,  what  in  Ireland  are  cailefl 
cabins,  built  of  mud  and  clay,  the  covering  thatch,  the  win- 
dows, if  they  can  be  facalled,  were  fmall  holes  in  thefe  mud 
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walls,  and  the  entrances  only  larger  holes;  the  firing  was 
thick,  and  heavy,  the  militia  for  the  prefervation  of  their 
lives,  were  obliged  to  fet  fire  to  thefe  houfes,  and  they  being 
contiguous  one  to  the  other,  and  the  covering  inflammable, 
the  greater  part  of  the  village  was  burnt  down,  twenty  or 
thirty  of  the  affaffins  were  (lain,  and  the  reft  of  the  gang, 
feeing  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  ambufcade,  ran  away  ;  fuch  is 
your  burning  of  villages,  and  murdering  the  inhabitants.  As 
to  the  burning  of  any  other  houfes  by  the  military,  very  few 
indeed  have  fuffered  in  that  way,  and  that  only  in  fuch  parts 
of  the  country,  as  the  number  of  magiftrates,  required  by 
the  infurreclion  aft,  have  by  petition  to  government,  declared 
to  be  in  a  (late  of.  infurreclion,  and  which  have  been  pro- 
claimed fo  to  be  accordingly ;  and  where  the  proceeding 
to  fuch  extremities  became  abfolutely  neceflary,  for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  lives,  and  properties  of  his  majefty's  loyal 
fubjecls.  The  fame  is  true,  with  refpecl:  to  the  tranfpor- 
tation  of  fome  of  your  papular  and  energetic  Romamjls  ;  the 
tranfportation  was  only  fending  them  to  man  his  majefty's 
fleet,  and  no  perfon  was  ever  fent  to  the  fleet,  except  fuch  as 
fell  under  the  defcription  in  the  infurreftion  a£l,  or  before 
that  was  enacted,  fuch  as  were  the  moft  notorious  and  pro- 
fligate vagabonds  in  the  community,  who  had  no  vifible  way 
of  getting  a  livelihood,  and  who  were  juftly  fufpe&ed  of  be- 
ing a  part  of  the  gangs  of  nocturnal  robbers  and  affaffins, 
who  were  infefting  the  country  ;  the  military  never  a&ed, 
nor  had  orders  to  aft,  againft  the  Jnfurgents  without  the  civil 
magiftrate,  except  in  cafes  of  the  utmoft  extremity,  where 
the  houfes  of  the  peaceable  and  loyal  inhabitants  would  have 
been  burned,  themfelves  and  their  families  butchered,  and 
their  property  pillaged  or  confumed,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
intervention  of  the  military. 

It  is  untrue  that  legal  meetings  of  counties  to  petition  his 
majefty,  have  been  prevented  by  orders  given  to  the  military 
to  difperfe  them,  where  the  fheriff  of  a  county,  or  even  a 
magiflrate,  had  called  the  freeholders  of  the  county,  to 
meet  for  the  purpofe  of  petitioning  his  majefty,  govern- 
ment has  given  no  orders  to  the  military,  or  others,  to  dif- 
perfe 
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perfe  them ;  you  know  that  no  fuch  orders  were  given  to 
difperfe  two  fuch  meetings,  which  you  and  your  aflbciates 
held  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  within  twenty  yards  of  the 
Caftle  of  Dublin,  the  refidence  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in 
the  fummer  of 1 797  ;  and  one  of  thefe  meetings  was  called, 
as  well  as  I  recollect,  by  fome  freemen  and  freeholders  of 
the  city,  without  a  magiftrate  ;  and  they  called  to  the  meet- 
ing not  only  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the  city,  but 
the  houfeholders,  in  order  to  infure  the  attendance  of  a  fuffi- 
cient  mob,  of  popular  and  energetic  Romanifts  ;  this   laft 
fpecies  of  meeting,  you  call  an  aggregate  meeting,  and  it  was 
not  called  for  the  purpofe  of  preparing  a  petition  to  his  ma- 
jefty  ;  and  pray,  fir,  who  told  you,  that  fuch  a  meeting  was 
legal,  and  in  what  book  do  you  find  the  law  fo  laid  down  ? 
In  my  reading  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  it.     It  may  be 
much  doubted  whether  the  fheriffof  a  county  has  any  fpe- 
cial  power  of  calling  the  freeholders  of  a  county  together, 
for  any  purpofe  whatfoever,  on  the  requisition  of  a  certain 
number  of  freeholders  of  the  county  :  he  has  power  by  law 
to  call  the  county  together,  to  attend  at  the  aflizes,  at  the 
quarter  feflions,  and  at  elections  of  members  of  parliament, 
or  any  other   county  elections,  and  to  attend  his   county 
court  held  monthly,  and  he  can  aflemble  the  pojfe  comitaiusy 
to  enable  him  to  execute  the  king's  writs  •,  in  all  thefe  various 
aflemblies  of  the  county,  the  freeholders  may,  if  they  think 
fit,  prepare  petitions  to  his  Majefty,  and  they  have  opportu- 
nities recurring  with  fufficient  frequency  for  fuch  purpofes ; 
but  admitting  that  the  (heriff  of  a  county  or  a  private  free- 
holder, may  at  all  times  he  thinks  proper  aflemble  his  county, 
either  with  or  without  a  requifition  of  any  freeholders  for 
that  purpofe,  where  did  you  find   the  law,  in  what  book, 
or  in  what  record,  that  any  freeholder  of  a  county,  or  any 
number  of  freeholders  has,  or  have,  alright  to  aflemble, 
not  the  freeholder:,  but  the  houfeholders  of  a  county,  to  meet 
for  the  purpofe  of  petitioning  the  King,  or  for  any  other 
purpofe  ?..  fir,  you  call  fuch  aggregate  meetings  as  thefe  legal  •, 
my  opinion  is  otherwife,  I  think  they  are  not  legal,  even  if 
the  convention  aft,  and  the  ads  for  fupprefling  riots,  and 
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unlawful  aflemblies,  were  out  of  the  qucftion ;  they  certainly 
tend  to  difordcr  and  breach  of  the  peace,  by  affembling  the 
nut,  and  not  the  freeholders  of  the  county,  let  the  pretence 
for  aiTembling  be  ever  fo  plaufible. 

Another  of  your  grievances,  is  the  fuppreffion  of  a  free 
prefs,  by  military  force;  here  you  praaife  your  ufual  malice 
and  deceit,  you  do  not  exprefsly  allege,  that  fuch  fuppref- 
fion of  a  free  prefs,  by  military  force  was  by  the  orders  of 
government ;  yet  you  evidently  infmuate  it,  and  wifli  it 
fhould  be  fo  underftood ;  for  you  infert  it  in  the  lift  of  griev- 
ances, which  you  impute  to  government;  thus  indirectly 
charging  the  government  with  invading  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs.  The  tranfaclion  to  which  you  allude  is,  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  prefs  and  types  of  a  printing-houfe  in  Belfaft, 
in  which  was  printed  the  Northern  Star,  the  moft  flagitious, 
paper  that  ever  was  publifhed  in  any  civilized  and  ckriftian 
country,  to  ufe  your  own  words,  or  in  any  country  whatfo- 
ever,  where  any  form  of  regular  government  was  preferved  ; 
the  circumftances  I  (hall  briefly  detail.  It  was  difcovered 
that  feveral  private  men  in  the  militia  regiment  of  the  county 
of  Monaghan  quartered  in  Belfaft,  a  town  notorious  for 
difaffe&ion  and  fedition,  had  been  feduced  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  infamous  fociety  of  United  Irifhmen,  and  had 
taken  the  oath  adminiftered  to  all  the  members  of  that  de- 
teftable  gang  of  traitors;  many  of  them  were  immediately 
arrefted  and  tried  by  courts  martial,  four  of  them  were  con- 
demned to  be  (hot,  and  others  of  them  to  various  fpecies  of 
military  punimment ;  the  four  wretches  condemned  to  death, 
when  kneeling  on  their  coffins,  prepared  for  the  fatal  bul- 
lets, declared  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  they  had 
been  feduced  from  their  allegiance,  and  into  the  meafures 
which  brought  them  to  their  then  deplorable  fituation,  prin- 
cipally by  reading  the  treafonable  publications,  in  the  Nor* 
tbtrn  Star ;  and  earneflly  exhorted  their  fellow  foldiers, 
never  to  read  that  flagitious  paper :  this  pathetic  dying  ex- 
hortation, and  the  view  of  the  bleeding  carcafes  of  thefe  un- 
happy viaims  to  treafon,  made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  the 
private  foldiers  of  the  regiment,  that  upon  their  return  to 
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their  quarters  they  unanimoufly  drew  up  a  declaration  of 
their  fincere  repentance  and  their  determinations  of  loyalty 
for  the  future,  in  which  they  with  great  juftice  afcribed  the 
fedu&ion  of  their  unfortunate  companions  and  many  of 
themfelves  to  the  wicked  and  treafonable  artifices  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Belfaft— this  declaration  one  of  their  ferjeants 
and  a  few  of  the  privates  carried  to  the  two  News-papers 
printed  in  that  town ;  by  one  of  them  (the  Belfaft  News- 
Letter)  it  was  publiftied ;  by  the  other  (the  Northern  Star,) 
it  was  rejected  with  expreffions  of  contempt  and  infult, 
though  the  poor  men  offered  to  pay  for  the  infertion  of  it  at 
any  rate  of  advertifing,  which  the  printer  ihould  demand  ; 
this  conduct  in  the  printer  of  the  paper,  to  which  the  regi- 
ment fo  juftly  attributed  the  misfortune  of  their  companions, 
fo  jncenfed  the  private  foldiers,  that  fome  of  them  on  the  fol- 
lowing night  ftole  from  their  quarters,  broke  into  the  print- 
ing-houfe,  and  demolifhed  the  prefs  and  types :  now,  fir, 
have  you  any  proof  whatfoever,  or  any  reafon  for  forming 
even  a  probable  conjecture,  that  the  above  violence  com- 
mitted by  a  few  private  militia  foldiers,  was  commanded  or 
even  countenanced  in  any  manner  by  the  government  of 
this  country  ?  if  fo,  what  are  your  proofs  or  reafons  ?  was 
not  the  law  of  the  land  open  to  redrefs  thofe  who  were  in- 
jured by  the  violence  ?  were  not  the  ears  of  the  officers  of 
the  regiment  open  to  any  complaint,  which  might  have  been 
made  on  this  occafion  ?  had  not  the  injured  full  opportu^ 
nitics  of  applying  for  redrefs,  either  to  the  common  law  of 
the  land,  or  to  the  martial  law,  if  they  thought  fit  ?  did  you 
ever  hear  that  any  perfons  employed  under  government, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  interfered  to  fcreen  the  offend- 
ers from  juftice  ?  if  fo,  let  us  know  their  names,  and  the 
names  of  your  informers  j  you  cannot — you  know  you  can* 
not — this  pretended  grievance,  like  the  others,  is  the  crea- 
tion of  your  own  malice,  and  every  infinuation  you  can 
throw  out  againft  government,  as  reftraining,  or  even  in  any 
manner  checking  or  controlling  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
Hands  fully  and  completely  refuted  by  the  impunity,  which 
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has  hitherto  attended  the  publication  of  the  feditious  and  trea- 
fonable  addrefs,  to  which  I  now  write  an  anfwer. 

The  remainder  of  your  grievances  are  the  feveral  ads  of 
parliament  patted  in  this  kingdom  for  the  fuppreflfion  of  the 
prefent  diforders,  and  the  exertions  of  the  magiftracy  and 
the  military,  in  the  execution  of  them  ;  you  tell  the  fubjeds 
of  this  country  that  the  laws  of  the  land,  eftabliflied  by  the 
joint  confent  of  the  king,  lords,  and  commons,  the  fupreme 
conftitutional  legiflative  power  of  the  nation,  are  horrible 
oppreflions,  and  the  execution  of  them,  robbery  and  murder, 
the  effects  of  a  "  ruthlefs  and  horrid  tyranny  tremendous 
"  and    intolerable,"    and    you    thus    impeach    laws,    the 
necejlity  and  expediency  of  which  were  fully  debated  in 
the  fenate  of  the  nation,  before  they  were  enacted,  and  there 
fanctioned,  by  the  almoft  unanimous  approbation,  of  the  re^ 
preferitatives  of  all  the  landed,  and  moneyed  intereft  of  the 
nation,  of  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgefles,  in  parlia- 
ment aflembled,  you  and  your  party  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, who  oppofed  thefe  laws,  never  amounting  (as  I  have 
already  obferved)  on  any  one  queftion  relating  to  them,  to 
the  number  of  thirty,  not  more  than  fix  or  feven  of  which 
were  reprefentatives  for  counties,  and  frequently  dwindling 
to  fourteen,  and  even  to  feven ;  and  the  moil  boifterous  and 
noify  of  your  faction,  who  adhered  to  you  on  ajl  queftions, 
being  members,  for  what  you  reprefent  as  venal  boroughs. — 
You  attribute  the  enaction  of  all  thefe  laws  to  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  exerted  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons ;  you  (late  that  the  king  is  the  "  creature  of 'tie people* 
"  and  that  he  may  commit  treafon,  againft  his  creator  tie 
41  people"  and  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  that  he  can  com- 
mit greater  treafon  againft  the  people,  than  by  caufing  by 
his  minifters,  certain  ordinances  to  obtain  the  fanction  of 
laws,  for  the  murder •,  and  robbery  of  the  people,  "  for  efta- 
'  blifhing  a  ruthlefs,  and  horrid  tyranny  over  them,  tre- 
;<  mendous  and  intolerable,  and  unpofing  it  on  the  fenate,  by 
11  influence,   and  on  the  people  by  arms  -,"  fuch  are  your 
exprcilions  !  The  man  who  writes  thus,  cannot  be  fuppofed 
to  meun,  that  fuch  grievances  can  be  remedied  by  the  laws  of 
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the  land,  the  ena&ors  of  which  he  thus  calumniates  and  , 
vilifies  ;  when  he  tells  the  fubjecl:,  that  the  laws  are  only  a 
fyftem  of  robbery  and  murder,  of  tyranny  ruthlefs,  horrid,     x 
tremendous  and  intolerable  ;  he  in  fa6t,  not  only  j  aftifies  the 
fubject  in  taking  arms  againit  the  government,  but  he  fti- 
mulates  him  to  do  fo  ;  he  rnuft  look  to  revolutionary  mea- 
fures  for  redrefs.of  thofe  pretended  grievances,  he  cannot 
look  to  conftitutional  ones,  the  Robefpierian  method  of  re-  , 
forming  the  ftate  is  in  your  opinion  the  only  effectual  one. 

I  cannot  overlook  one  trait  of  your  chara&er,  which  ma- 
nifefts  itfelf  in  this  your  lift  of  grievances  ;  and  that  is,  the 
mod  confummate  afiurance,  that  any  mortal  I  have  ever  yet 
feen,  or  read  of,  was  pofiefled  of  ;  you  infert  in  this  lift  of 
grievances,  the  very  a&s  of  parliament,  and  the  exertions  of 
the  magiftracy  and  military  in  the  execution  of  them,  which 
your  own  machinations,  and  thofe  of  your  confederates,  the 
popular  and  energetic  Romanifts,  and  of  your  colleague  Mr. 
Tone,  have  rendered  absolutely  neceflary  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  ftate,  and  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  properties,  of  the 
peaceable  and  loyal  fubje£ts  of  it  ;  for  all  people  converfant 
in  the  affairs  of  Ireland  know,  that  to  you  and  to  your  afore- 
faid  confederates,  to  your  and  their  feditious  and  treafonable  * 
publications,  whether  as  fpeeches,  anfwers,  eflays,  or  ad- 
drefies,  to  your  intrigues,  plots,  and  confpiracies,  may  be 
fairly  traced,  as  to  efficient  caufes,  all  the  outrages,  murders, 
conflagrations,  and  devaftations  of  the  United  Irifhmen  and 
defenders,  and  the  confequent  enadion  of  laws  to  fupprefe 
them,  and  the  exertions  of  the  civil  magiftracy  and  military 
in  execution  of  the  laws  ;  your  complaints  are  the  fame  as 
would  be  thofe  of  a  murderer  and  robber,  if  he  (hould  com- 
plain of  the  laws  of  fociety  for  the  punifhment  of  murder 
and  robbery  ;  but  I  never  yet  heard  that  any  murderer  or 
robber  was  impudent  enough  to  make  fuch  complaint. 

But,  fir,  you   are  not  content  with  thus  juftifying  rebel-  Mr.  Grat- 
lion,  you  feared  that  the  popular  and  energetic  Irifh   Roma-  io'exagwe-* 
nifts,  together  with  the  republican  and  atheiftical  Irifh  dif-  rating  th 
ciples  of  Paine,  Price,  and  Prieftley,  ufurping  the  name 


Proteftants,  would  heCtate  a  little,  before  they  would  em-  depreciat- 
bark  in  an  open  rebellion,  for  the  purpofe  of  efFe&ing  a  fe-  Great  Bri- 
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r.nou  of  this  ifland  from  the  Britifli  Empire ;  peace  might 
DC  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  m  which 
America  cafe  the  rebellion  muft  be  adjourned,  and  perhaps  poftponed 
from  Bri-  CM  Die  Your  advice,  to  the  popular  and  energetic  Roma- 
S;°hi$niftsby  «•  no  means  to  poftpone  the  confideration  of  their 
«  fortunes,"  "  till  after  the  war,"  required  that  your  con- 
federates mould  be  expeditious  in  their  operations;  a  dread  of 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  Great  Britain  palfied  their  exertions  j 
this  you  undertook  to  cure  by  the  ftimulating  blifter  of  your 
addrefs,  and  to  compofe  it,  you  mixed  up  all  your  pungent 
provocative  drugs  of  falfehood,  mifreprefentadon,  acrimoni- 
ous inveaive,  exaggeration,  and  depreciation,  of  which  you 
have  a  moft  plentiful  ftore ;  the  power  of  France,  without 
whofe  aid  the  work  of  feparation  could  never  be  attempted  or 
effeaed,  was  therefore  to  be  magnified,  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  diminiihed  in  the  fame  ratio  ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Americans  in  the  caufe  of  feparation  from  the  Britiih  Empire 
was  to  be  decorated  with  all  the  pretty  flowers  of  language 
and  metaphor  you  were  capable  of  culling. 

The  prefent  war  with  France  you  reprefent  as   "  unpa- 
«'  ralleled  in   expence  and  difgrace,  and  attended  with  the 
««  grofieft  and  rankeft  errors,  clofing  the  account  of  blood 
"  with  proclamations  of  infolvency,  with  the  lofs  of  our  fta- 
u  tion  in  Europe,  and  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions,. 
"  to  lofe  that  ftation,  — to  place  the  crown  of  England  as  low 
"  in  Europe,  as  America,  and  to  put  France  at  the  head  of 
"  Europe,  inftead  of  Great  Britain,  while  her  people  crouch 
"  under  a  load  of  debt,  and  taxes,  without  an  empire  to  con- 
"  fole,  or  a  conftitution  to  cover  them,  the  King  of  Great 
"  Britain  is  put  at  the  feet  of  France,  he  is  driven  out  of  al. 
"  moft  all  footing  in  Europe,  and  the  enemy  have   made 
"  gigantic  encroachments  on  the  Britifh  empire  ;"  and  all 
thefe  evils  and  difafters  you  attribute  to  the  minifters  of  the 
crown,  that  is,  to  the  crown,  employing  corruption  to  fway 
a  borough  parliament,  meaning  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  you  brand  here  with  the   epithet  of  a  borough 
parliament,-  fo  often  beftowed  by  you  on  the  parliament  of 
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Ireland ;  you  add  alfo  to  the  lift  of  calamities,  "  the  lofs  of 
thirteen  provinces  in  America,  and  of  an  hundred  and  twenty- 
millions  of  money  to  lofe  thofe  provinces." 

After  painting  Great  Britain  thus  as  an  undone  nation, 
defpoiled  of  her  territories,  and  at  the  feet  of  France,  that  is 
fubdued  by  France,  or  unable  to  make  any  further  refiftance 
againft  her,  and  confequently  unable  to  quell  any  infurrec- 
tion  or  rebellion  in  Ireland,  or  to  afford  any  afliftance  to  the 
loyal  fubje&s  of  Ireland,  when  fuch  rebellion  (hall  blaze  out ; 
you  proceed  to  the  praife  of  the  American  revolution,  in 
which  you  make  a  clear  avowal  of  your  dangerous  defigns, 
and  clofe  your  eulogy  upon  it,  in  a  flourishing  drain  of  figu- 
rative exprefllon,  alluding  to  a  circumftance  of  Holy  Writ, 
with  which  you  thought  proper  to  ornament,  and  enforce 
the  menace  contained  in  it,  againft  all  Irilh  loyalifts,  (that 
is,  all  the  Proteftants  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  all  the 
real  chriftian  Diflenters  in  Ireland,  in  whofe  pofleffion  is  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  the  landed  and  perfonal  property  of  the 
kingdom)  in  cafe  they  fliouid  dare  Ito  oppofe  the  projected 
rebellion  of  your  popular  and  energetic  Romanifti r,  thus  noto- 
rioufly  holding  up  the  formation  of  a  republic  in  America 
feparated  from  Great  Britain  by  the  perfidious  intervention 
of  France,  as  an  example  worthy  to  be  imitated  by  your  Irilh 
confederates.  I  (hall  quote  the  paiTage  here  :  "  We  faw  in  the 
*c  American  revolution,  that  a  people  determined  to  be  free 
w  cannot  be  enflaved,  that  the  Britifli  government  was  not 
"  equal  to  the  talk,  even  in  plenitude  of  empire,  fupported 
r<  by  the  different  governments  of  the  provinces,  and  by  the 
"  fad  apoftacy  of  the  haplefs  loyalift  ;  that  loyalift  is  a  leflbn 
"  to  the  rich  and  great,  to  ftand  by  their  country  in  all  fitu- 
"  ations — and  that  in  a  conteft  with  a  remote  court >  the  firft 
*'  P°ft  °f  fafety  *s  to  ftanc>-  h  the  country,  the-  fecond  pojl  of 
"  jr/tfefy  />J>  t°  ftand  by  the  country,  and  the  third  poft  of  fafety 
"  is  to  Jland  by  the  country;  in  that  American  conteft  we 
"  faw  that  reform,  which  had  been  born  in  England,  and 
"  baniflied  to  America,  advanced  like  the  (hepherd  lad  in 
"  Holy  Writ,  and  overthrew  Goliath — he  returned  riding 
l'  ^sn  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic,  and  his  fpirit  moved  on  the 
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«  waters  of  Europe,  the  royal  (hip  of  France  went  down,— 
«  the  Britifh  man  of  war  labours."  And  at  the  fame  time 
that  you  encourage  your  popular  and tnergetlc  Irijh  Romanics 
to  rebellion,  by  magnifying  the  power  of  France,  and  de- 
preciating that  of  Great  Britain,  you  encourage  and  incite 
the  French,  to  invade  your  native  country,  by  reprefenting 
the  power  of  Britain  to  be  fo  enfeebled,  and  her  refources  fo 
exhaufted,  that  me  cannot  prevent  the  irruption  of  the  French 
armies  into  this  ifland,  or  even  impede  their  progrefs  when 
they  mall  land  therein. 

I  fhall  firft  examine  how  far  you  are  warranted  by  fa£t  in 
your  afiertions  of  difgrace  of  the  Britifli  arms,  and  of  the 
gigantic  encroachments  of  the  enemy  on  the  Britifti  empire, 
during  this  war,  which  flic  has  been  obliged  to  wage  for  felf- 
defence  only,  againft  the  unprovoked  attack,  of  the  mod 
barbarous  and  faithlefs  nation,  v/hich  ever  yet  deluged  the 
earth  with  the  blood  of  the  human  fpecies,  and  whofe  merci- 
lefs  hoftilities  againft  your  country,  you  are  wicked  enough 
to  reprefent  as  a  war  undertaken  by  them  in  the  great  caufe 
of  popular  liberty.  I  cannot  in  the  progrefs  of  this  war,  find 
any  difgrace  of  the  Britim  arms,  unlefs  you  are  pleafed  fa 
to  ftile  their  inability  to  do,  or  failure  in  doing,  all  the  mif- 
chief  to  the  enemy,  which  every  loyal  fubjecl:  might  conceive 
or  wifh  to  be  practicable ;  as  for  inftance,  the  inability  of 
our  commanders  to  retain  Toulon,  though  they  had  therein 
taken  and  deftroyed  a  great  part  of  the  navy  of  France,  de- 
molimed  one  of  the  greateft  naval  arfenals  in  the  world  j  and 
for  the  prefent  almoft  annihilated  the  French  power  in  the 
Mediterranean  Sea.  A  fecond  inftance  is  the  inability  of  Earl 
Howe  to  take  and  deftroy  the  whole  French  fquadron  which 
he  engaged,  he  only  took  fix  capital  (hips,  and  fo  difabled  the 
reft,  thatfome  of  them  have  remained  as  wrecks  in  the  port 
of  Breft  ever  fince,  and  have  been  condemned  as  irreparable, 
the  remainder  lay  in  port  unrepaired  for  a  year  afterwards. 
A  third  inftance,  a  fimilar  inability  in  Lord  Bridport,  who 
only  took  and  deftroyed  part  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  keeps 
all  the  reft  now  befieged  in  Breft,  but  cannot  take  that  for- 
trefs,  nor  deftroy  the  remains  of  the  French  navy  inclofed  in 
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its  port.  The  inability  of  the  Britifh  arms  to  retain  the  ifland 
of  Guadaloupe,  after  they  had  conquered  it,  or  compleatly 
to  reduce  the  French  colony  of  St.  Domingo ;  though  they 
have  reduced  the  French  to  the  neceffity  of  utterly  defolating 
thefe  two  al mod-invaluable  colonies,  and  rendering  them  for 
ever  unproductive  to  France,  or  nearly  fo,  by  their  putting 
arms  into  the  hands  of  their  negro  flaves,  for  the  defence  of 
them  ;  the  negroes  having  now  got  the  whole  civil  and  mili- 
tary power  in  thofe  iflands  into  their  hands,  will  never  re- 
turn to  the  mattock  or  the  hoe ;  they  will  defend  thefe  iflands 
for  themfelves,  not  for  their  former  French  matters.  Other 
inftances  of  difgraces  and  defeats  of  the  Britifh  arms  in  this 
war  are,  the  inability  of  Earl  St.  Vincent  to  reduce  Cadiz, 
and  feize  the  whole  Spanifh  fleet,  though  with  a  fquadron 
greatly  inferior  in  number  of  (hips,  men,  and  guns,  he  de- 
feated the  Spanifh  fleet,  took  four  of  their  capital  (hips,  drove 
the  reft  into  Cadiz,  where  he  hasbefieged  them  now  for  up- 
wards of  nine  months,  cruifing  at  the  mouth  of  the  principal 
harbour  of  Spain,  in  the  fight,  and  almoft  within  gun  (hot 
of  a  fleet  vaftly  fuperior  in  number,  and  annihilating  the 
trade  of  that  emporium  of  European  commerce.  The  inabi- 
lity of  Admiral  Duncan,  compleatly  to  deftroy  the  Dutch 
fleet,  though  he  has  taken  and  deftroyed  two-thirds  of  it, 
and  keeps  the  remainder  blocked  up  in  the  Texel,  utterly 
annihilating  the  Dutch  trade  ;  whilft  the  fquadron  which 
that  power  found  means  to  fend  abroad  has  become  an  eafy 
prey  to  the  Britifh  navy  ;  fuch  have  been  the  only  difgraces 
experienced  by  the  Britiih  arms,  in  the  courfe  of  this  war. 
Let  us  now  enquire  what  have  been  the  gigantic  encroach- 
ments of  the  enemy  on  the  Britifh  Empire  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war.  I  cannot  find  any  encroachments,  not  even  pigmy 
ones  ;  I  can  find  that  Britain  has  made  very  great  and  very 
valuable  encroachments  on  the  territories  of  the  enemy 
during  the  war  ;  {lie  has  feized  the  moft  valuable  pofleflions 
of  the  French  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  has  compelled  them^ 
confcious  of  their  inferiority,  to  defolate  the  remainder,  that 
they  might  not,  if  conquered,  increafe  the  power  of  Britain. 
She  has  driven  France  from  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  and 
F  2  feized 
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feized  the  iflands  St.  Pierre,  and  Miquelon,  in  the  gulph  o£ 
St.  Laurence.  She  has  expelled  France  from  the  Eaft  Indies, 
except  from  two  fmall  iflands,  unproduaive  in  themfelves, 
and  retained  by  the  French  at  a  very  great  expence,  as  a 
ftation  for  their  piratical  cruifers,  which  the  Britifh  power  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  fo  control,  that  their  depredations  do  not 
anfwer  the  expence  of  their  equipment.  Britain  has  feized 
on  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  key  of  eaftern  commerce, 
and  of  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  in  which  is  the  only  port, 
Trincomale,  where  great  (hips  can  refit,  from  Bombay  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Ganges  ;  and  by  thefe  means  fhe  has  fe- 
cured  to  herfelf  the  exclufive  commerce  of  the  whole  great 
peninfula  of  India.  She  has  alfo  feized  on  the  fpice  iflands, 
thofe  inexhauftible  mines  of  wealth.  The  French  themfelves 
admit,  that  they  have  made  no  encroachments  on  Britain, 
for  their  only  demand  on  the  laft  negociation  of  peace  was, 
that  Britain  mould  reftore  all  her  cohquefts  on  the  territories 
of  France,  and  her  allies,  which  demand  was  as  fcornfully 
rejected  by  Britain,  as  it  was  infolently  made.  With  as  little 
truth  do  you  aflert  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  is  put  at  the 
feet  of  France,  and  driven  out  of  all  footing  in  Europe. 
What  territory  did  the  monarch  of  Britain  poflefs-  in  Europe, 
before  the  war,  which  he  does  not  now  poflefs  ?  If  the 
troops  which  he  fent  to  the  aid  of  the  Dutch,  have  been 
forced  to  abandon  Holland,  it  was  not  in  confequence  of  any 
defeat  which  they  fuffered,  it  was  in  confequence  of  the 
treachery  of  a  Jacobin  faction  in  Holland,  which  had  fold 
their  country  to  the  French.  Such  traitors  were  not  to  be 
defended,  and  that  unhappy  country  now  groans  under  the 
mod  intolerable  internal  flavery  to  the  French,  and  as  it  is  in 
fact  become  a  province  of  France,  Great  Britain  engaged  in 
a  war  with  France  has  pofleffed  herfelf  of  all  the  external 
powers  of  that  (late,  to  wit,  her  commerce  and  her  colonies. 
In  fact,  Great  Brkain  has  at  prefent  poflefled  herfelf  of  almoft 
the  whole  commerce  of  the  European  world,  and  has  de- 
ftroyed  that  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland.  The  Britifli 
monarch  is  not  "  worked  out  of  his  Empire"  as  you  aflert, 
norhas  Britain  loft  any  part  of  her  European  territories,  and 
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therefore  fhe  has  loft  no,  footing  in  Europe,  which  (he 
pofleffed  before  the  war,  except  her  commercial  footing 
with  France  and  her  allies,  which  (he  muft  always  lofe  in 
every  war  with  France,  whilft  the  war  continues.  Having 
thus  expofed  the  falfity  of  your  ftatement  of  the  prefent 
fituation  of  Britain  with  refpecl:  to  power  and  Empire,  I 
{hall  not  wafte  my  time,  in  defending  the  Britifti  conftitution 
againft  your  infolent  attack  in  the  following  words  :  "  The 
"  people  of  Britain  are  without  an  Empire  to  confole,  or  a 
"  conftitution  to  cover  them:"  it  would  be  loft  labour;  the 
people  of  Britain  (your  Jacobin  mailers  excepted)  will  only 
fmile  with  contempt  at  fuch  the  groundjefs  petulant  invective 
of  a  little  Irilh  demagogue  ! 

Thus  I  have  expofed  your  falfehood,  in  refpecl:  to  the 
prefent  fituation  of  Britain,  and  your  malevolent  views,  in 
introducing  the  American  revolution  into  your  addrefs,  and 
the  lofs  of  thirteen  provinces  to  Great  Britain  in  a  former 
war,  when  Mr.  Pitt,  the  minifter  to  whom  you  allude,  was 
not  the  prime  minifter,  nor  any  minifter  whatfoever,  and  to 
•whom  you  cannot  impute  the  lofs  of  thefe  provinces.     As  to  Djfcufl*,on 
the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Britifti  Empire,  by  the  feparation  of  thequef- 
of  thefe  provinces  from  it,  the  amount  of  it  is  not  very  ' 


determined  ;  there  are  men,  and  very  able  men  too,  who  power  of 
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maintam  that  the  relinquilhment  of  the  jus  domimiy  the  right  tajn  t,e  &. 
of  direct  dominion,  over  thefe   provinces  by  Britain,  hasmini{hed 
been  fo  far  from  a  lofs  to  the  latter  country,  that  it  is  an  advan-  paration  of 
tage.  They  argue  thus  :  colonies  in  diftant  regions  are  only  •America  ? 
advantageous   to  a  parent  country,  fo  far  as  they  afford  a 
beneficial  market  for  the  commodities  and  manufactures  of,  or 
commerce  to  the  parent  country  ;  in  any  other  light,  colonies 
in  very  diftant  regions  are  fo  far  from  being  advantageous, 
that  they  are  extremely  prejudicial,  as  they  are  drains  of  the 
population  of  the  parent  country,  as  well  as  of  her  wealth, 
in  defraying  the  expences  of  civil  and  military  eftablimments 
within  them,  and  involving  the  parent  country  in  wars  for 
their  fupport  ;  and  if  the  parent  country  can  retain  the  trade 
of  a  colony,  without  being  at  the  expence  of  maintaining 
civil  and  military  eftablifhments  within  it,  and  without  wag- 
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ing  wars  for  its  fupport,  further  than  as  it  woujd  fupport  an 
allied  power,  the  parent  (late  will  gain,  and  not  lofe,  by  its 
being  difmembered  from  it ;  as  the  human  frame  is  invigo^ 
rated,  not  debilitated,  by  the  lopping  off  a  large  wen,  which 
during  its  adhefion  fucks  away  its  vital  juices.  Thefe  argu- 
ments they  juftify  by  experience  ;  for  they  allege,  that  dur* 
ing  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  the  thirteen 
ftates  of  America,  thefe  ftates  involved  Britain  in  more 
than  one  deftruclive  war  for  their  fupport,  and  put  her  to 
immenfe  expence  in  maintaining  civil  and  military  efta* 
blimments  within  them;  that  an  attempt  on  the  part  of 
Britain  to  raife  fupplies  from  them  for  the  maintenance  of 
thefe  eftabliQiments,  when  they  wererefufed  by  their  colo- 
nial aiTemblies,  was  the  apparent  immediate  caufe  of  the 
feparation,  although  the  real  caufe  lay  much  deeper,  in  the 
fecret  intrigues  of  factious  demagogues  amongft  them  with 
the  French  nation,  as  may  be  proved  from  the  Memoirs  of 
the  Marquis  of  Montcalm,  French  Governor  of  Canada,  at 
the  time  the  Britifh  arms  expelled  the  French  from  North 
America ;  and  that  fince  this  feparation,  Great  Britain  en- 
joys a  much  more  extenfive  and  beneficial  trade  with  thefe 
ftates,  than  (he  did  before  ;  the  exclufive  benefit  of  which 
trade,  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  wants  and  demands  of 
the  Americans,  and  of  the  produces  and  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain,  fecure  to  her  beyond  any  pofiible  competition, 
at  the  fame  time  that  (he  is  exonerated  from  the  expence, 
and  difcharged  from  the  military  protection  (he  was  obliged 
to  furnifti,  when  they  acknowledged  her  dominion :  I  fully 
acquiefce  in  the  force  of  thefe  arguments,  as  they  carry  con- 
vi&ion  along  with  them,  and  I  never  heard  them  contro- 
verted ;  folid  advantages  contribute  much  more  to  the  wealth 
and  ftrength  of  an  empire,  than  the  vain  parade  of  expenfive 
and  ufelefs,  though  extenfive,  dominion;  and  no  nation 
more  ftrongly  verifies  this  doctrine  than  Spain  ;  for  if  her 
power  was  to  be  eftimated  by  the  extent  of  her  colonies,  (lie 
would  be  the  mod  powerful  nation  upon  earth. 

You, 
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You,  fir,  have  introduced  the  American  Revolution  into  Further  re 
your  addrefs,  to  depreciate  the  Britifh  power;  and  to  ftimu-  ^  ^"t_ 
late  your  popular  and  energetic  Irijh  Romanics  to  revolt  by  tan's  intro- 
the  example,  you  tell  them,  "  that  they  faw  in  the  American 


"  Revolution,  that  a  people  determined  to  be  free,  cannot  ca« 
"  be  enflaved,"  at  the  fame  time  that  you  tell  them,  one  his  addreis. 
great  objecl:  with  you,  is  their  emancipation)  confequently 
that  they  are  at  prefent  flaves  ;  you  then  proceed  menacingly 
to  admonifh  the  rich  and  great,  that  is,  all  the  Proteftants 
of  Ireland,  the  few  Romilh  nobility  and  old  gentry,  and 
every  Irifhman  of  property,  to  join  the  infurgents,  your  in- 
digent energetic  Romanifts,  when  the  rebellion  fhall  com- 
mence, by  the  example  of  the  hard  fate  of  the  American 
loyalifts,  whom  with  equal  falfehood  and  virulence  you  ftile 
apoflates  ;  and  you  tell  the  rich  and  great,  amongft  the  Irifh, 
"  that  the  American  apojiate  haplefs  loyalifi,  is  a  leflbn  to 
"  them  to  ftancl  by  their  country  in  all  filiations  —  and  that 
"  in  a  conteft  with  a  remote  court"  (meaning  the  Brkifli 
court)  "  the  fir  ft  poft  of  fafety  is  to  (land  by  the  country, 
"  and  the  fecond  poft  of  fafety  is  to  (land  by  the  country, 
"  and  the  third  poft  of  fafety  is  to  ftand  by  the  country," 
elegant  climax  !  The  plain  Englim  of  this  is,  when  the  coun- 
try, that  is,  the  vulgar,  the  mean,  and  the  indigent,  part  of 
the  Irifli  nation,  (hall  rebel  againft  their  prefent  fovereign 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  a  foreigner,  you,  the  rich  and 
great,  muft  not  prefume  to  refift,  your  oaths  of  allegiance 
are  no  longer  binding,  you  are  no  longer  to  fupport  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  the  head  of  that  conftitution,  his  Majcfty  5 
you  muft  Lnftantly  join  the  mob,  they  are  the  nation,  they 
are  the  country,  I  have  often  repeated  that  they  are  the 
phyfical  ftrength  of  the  nation,  they  are  the  people,  and 
therefore  the  creators  of  the  king  :  you  owe  a  higher  allegi- 
ance to  them,  than  to  the  king,  who  is  but  their  creature, 
and  dethronable  at  their  pleafure  ;  the  nobility  of  France 
{luck  by  the  throne  againft  the  people,  "  they  only  encumbered 
the  throne  with  their  ruins"  If  you  do  not  on  the  breaking 
out  of  an  Irifli  rebellion,  immediately  take  your  ftation  in 
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the  ranks  of  the  rebels,  you  are  apoflates>  enemies  of  God 
and  man,  you  (hall  be  butchered  like  the  French  nobility 
and  gentry,  or  robbed  of  your  property,  and  exiled  like  the 
American  loyalifts.  The  rancour  of  your  heart  may  be 
fufficiently  eftimated  by  the  term  of  reproach,  apoftate>  be- 
flowed  by  you  on  the  American  loyalift  ;  it  is  a  term  of  pe- 
culiar contumely,  generally  applied  to  thofe  who  defert  the 
chriftian  religion,  and  of  the  fame  import  with  renegado  ; 
you  affix  to  it  the  meaning  of  deferter  of  the  caufe  of  his 
country,  and  you  add  haplefs  to  it,  further  to  degrade  the 
loyalift  by  reprefenting  him  as  in  a  forlorn  condition,  the 
confequence  of  his  apoftacy,  and  to  infult  him  with  your 
pity ;  how  has  the  American  loyalift  deferved  fuch  treat- 
ment, from  any  one— even  from  a  traitor,  who  had  re- 
maining in  his  breaft  the  fmalleft  fpark  of  good  nature,  of 
generofity,  or  honour  ?  Thefe  gentlemen  were  born  and 
educated  in  provinces,  fubje&  to  the  Britim  Empire  ;  re- 
bellion raifed  its  ftandard  in  thefe  provinces,  on  pretence  of 
violation  of  civil  privileges  by  the  parent  ftate,  though  the 
charters  of  thefe  provinces  (granted  by  the  parent  ftate  to  its 
fubje&s,  fent  out  as  its  factors  to  fettle  in  favage  countries, 
and  there  to  fuperintend  the  difpofal  of  its  commodities,  and 
fpecify ing  the  preci  fe.  conditions  on  which  thefe' fubjects  were 
equipped,  difpatched  and  fupported,  who  had  voluntarily 
engaged  in  the  bufinefs,  and  folicited  the  appointments)  ex- 
cluded them  from  thefe  privileges :  the  charter  of  Penfylvania 
in  particular,  and  that  of  moft,  if  not  all  the  others,  providing 
that  the  fettlers  in  thefe  provinces  (hould  always  be  bound  by, 
and  fubmit  to,  the  a£ts  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  or  the  rules 
eftabliftied,  or  to  be  eftablifiied,  by  the  king  of  England,  and 
his  privy  council.  The  real  caufes  of  the  Americans  taking 
up  arms  againft  the  parent  country  were  the  intrigues  of  the 
French  nation,  which  from  their  natural  enmity  to  Britain, 
fuggefted  to^the  Americans  the  practicability  of  feparating 
themfelvesfrom  the  parent  ftate,  and  offered  to  affift  them  in 
the  undertaking-,  their  diftance  from  the  head  and  great  body 
of  the  Britim  empire,  and  the  nature  and  vaft  extent'of  their 
country,  prefenting  to  their  view  the  moft  flattering  hopes  of 
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fuccefs,  which  the  event  realized  ;  the  American  loyalifts, 
juftly  thinking,  that  the  whole  Britifti  empire,  not  any  par* 
ticular  province  of  it,  was  the  country  of  every  natural- 
born  fubjeft  of  the  empire,  took  up  arms  in  fupport  of  their 
country,  as  their  duty  to  it,  to  their  God,  and  their  king, 
demanded  from  them  ;  they  were  unfuccefsful,  and  loft  their, 
property  in  the  provinces,  torn  by  treachery  and  rebellion 
from  the  empire,  and  many  of  them  loft  their  lives  in  the 
conteft,  fealing  their  fidelity  with  their  blood,  and  glorying 
in  the  title  of  loyalift,  expreffive  of  their  unfhaken  integrity, 
fidti  intemeratX)  which  even  you  deny  them  not ;  and  thefe 
martyrs  to  the  love  of  their  country,  to. honour  and  good 
faith,  you  ftile  apoftates.  Miferable  man  !  fly  from  fociety — 
the  wretch  Vho  thinks  incorruptible  fidelity,  apoftacyy  ought 
not  to  aflbciate  with  man ;  let  him  repair  to  the  defert ;  foxes, 
wolves,  tigers,  and  other  favage  animals,  remarkable  for  fe- 
rocity and  treachery,  are  his  only  proper  companions  ! 

However,  fir,  though  you  think  fit  to  menace  the  rich 
and  great  in  Ireland,  with  the  fate  of  the  American  loyalift, 
if  they  fhall  dare  to  refift  the  projected  rebellion  of  your  po- 
pular -and  energetic  Iriflj  Romanics,  and  infinuate  that  the 
condition  of  thefe  loyalifts  is  very  miferable,  yet  fuch  infinua- 
tion  is  not  ftri£lly  true  ;  for  firft  thefe  loyalifts  are  fupport- 
ed  in  their  misfortunes,  by  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  having 
acted  as  faithful,  honourable,  and  fpirited  citizens  :  their  ill 
fuccefs,  fo  far  from  diminifhing  their  merit,  enhances  it ;  they 
are  not  of  the  fame  opinion,  with  the  bloody  fanaticks  in  the 
unhappy  reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  who  deemed  their  fuc- 
cefs a  proof  of  the  juftice  of  their  caufe,  and  that  God  had 
decided  in  their  favour,  thus  impioufly  attributing  to  the 
Deity,  an  approbation  of  rebellion,  flaughter  and  robbery  ; 
the  American  loyalift,  well  knows  the  truth  of  the  adage, 
nunquam  fuccefflt  crefcit  honeftum,  he  knows  experimentally 
the  truth  of  thefe  fine  lines  in  Mr.  Addifon's  Cato: 

"  'Tis  not  in  mortals  to  command  fuccefs, 

"  But  we'll  do  more,  Scmpronius,  we'll  deferve  it." 

And  fecondly,  their  grateful  country  has  given  to  thefe  loy- 
a compenfation  for  their  lofles  :  the  Britifh  parliament 
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has,  with  equal  generofity  and  juftice,   voted  very  large 
furns  of  money  for  their  relief. 

It  remains  now  to  be  examined,  Whether  the  example  of 
the  American  revolution  can  infpire  your  popular  and  ener- 
getic Irijk  Romani/ls,  with  any  reafonable  hopes  of  a  fimilar 
revolution  in  their  favour,  by  their  rebellion,  and  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  French  aflaffins  ?  and  firft,  the  different  fitua- 
tions  of  the  thirteen  provinces  of  America,  and  Ireland  are 
to  be  confidered. 

Thefe  provinces,  which  were  colonies  of  the  Britifh  Em- 
*"rc»  and  now  *°rm  *  ^cParate  wpublick,  which  I  (hall  flile 
Britifh  America,  extend  upwards  o£  three  thoufand  miles 
along  the  mores  of  the  Atlantick  Ocean  ;  their  inland  extent 
is  unknown,  and  their  diftance  from  Britain  is  one  thoufand 
leagues  in  the  neareft  part  ;  they  are  every  where  indented 
with  huge  bays,   and  inlets  of  the  fea,rfome  of  which  may 
be  not  improperly  ftiled  mediterranean  feas ;  they  are  in- 
terfe£led  by  great  rivers,  and  for  the  moft  part,  at  any  con- 
fiderablc  diftance  from  the  (hores,  uninhabited,  and  covered 
with  immenfe  forefts.    Ireland  is  an  ifland  on  all  fides  acccf- 
fible  to  the  Britifh  fleets,  feparated  from  Great  Britain  by  a 
channel  from  about  thirty  to  fix  leagues  broad,  and  eighty 
leagues  long,  and  Great  Britain  lies  between  it  and  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe  ;  it  is  an  ^pen  country,  without  forefts  and 
without  fortifications.     The  obvious  caufe  of  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  the  Britifh  arms  in  America,  was  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, and  its  diftance  from  Britain,  and  neither  the  courage 
or  power  of  the  Americans,  or  their  treacherous  allies  the 
French  •,  the  expence  of  tranfporting  great  armies,  the  fub- 
(ifting,  and  fupplying  them  with  all  kinds  of  military  (lores 
when  tranfported,  at  fuch  a  diftance  was  enormous  ;  and 
both  fubfiftence  and  fupply  hazardous  and  precarious  :  the 
marches  of  the  army  in  a  country,  interfered  by  great  rivers, 
were  attended  with  great  difficulty  and  danger,  particularly 
as  it  was  covered  with  forefts,  where  fmali  bodies  of  light 
troops  could  harafs  and  retard  the  advances  of  numerous 
and  formidable  forces;  the  partial  population  of  the  country 
in  patches  called  plantations,  near  the  fea  and  great  rivers, 
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and  its  immenfe  extent,  rendered  a  permanent  conqueft  of  it 
impracticable ;  a  planted  diftrift  here  and  there,  as  it  re- 
quired a  military  force  to  conquer  it,  fo  it  required  a  mili- 
tary force  to  preferve  the  conqueft  ;  and  as  many  military 
pofts  were  required,  as  there  were  planted  diftri£fcs.  In  Ire- 
land every  one  of  thefe  natural  defences  are  wanting,  and 
the  triumphant  Britilh  navy  rides  miftrefs  of  the  ocean, 
always  ready  to  intercept  foreign  fuccours  to  Irifh  rebels,  and 
even  without  that  bar  to  the  interference  of  foreigners,  on^ 
any  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Britifh 
arms  muft  have  a  decifive  advantage  by  the  proximity  of 
the  two  iflands.  Troops  and  warlike  (lores  could  at  all  times 
be  fent  with  certainty  in  a  few  hours  from  Britain  to  Ireland, 
in  fmall  and  even  undecked  veflels  ;  and  not  from  any  part 
of  the  continent  of  Europe,  but  at  the  intervals  of  weeks, 
perhaps  of  months,  according  to  the  variation  of  the  winds, 
and  feafons,  in  flout  veflels,  and  always  with  the  provifion 
for,  and  at  the  hazard  of,  a  long  fea  voyage ;  the  fuper- 
ficial  contents  of  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain  are  to  thofe  of 
Ireland,  in  the  proportion  of  feven  to  two,  or  three  and  a 
half  to  one ;  the  aggregate  population  of  Great  Britain^ 
(fuppofing  its  local  population  in  all  parts  only  equal  to  that 
of  Ireland)  muft  therefore  be  to  that  of  Ireland  in  the  fame 
proportion  ;  but  it  is  certainly  much  greater,  fo  that  it  may 
with  reafon  be  concluded,  that  its  inhabitants  are  four-fold 
more  numerous  than  thofe  of  Ireland  ;  they  are  infinitely 
richer,  and  their  trade  and  maritime  power,  confidered,  which 
in  eftimating  the  relative  ftrength  of  iflands  is  of  prime  con- 
fideration,  Great  Britain  muft  be  more  powerful  than  Ireland 
in  a  tenfold  proportion  at  leaft,  and  probably  in  a  greater  ; 
to  all  this  muft  be  added,  the  different  difpofitions,  views, 
and  interefts,  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  the  Romanifts  of 
Ireland  may  be  computed  at  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. Your  colleague,. Tone,  in  his  information  to  the  French 
Convention,  admits  that  they  are  the  pooreft  clafs  in  the 
community.  I  have  already  mentioned  their  relative  poverty  ; 
cf  this  clafs  of  inhabitants,  I  am  well  convinced  two-thirds 
are  eafy  and  happy  under  the  prefent  conftitution,  and  would 
wot  join  the  ftandard  of  rebellion.,  for  the  purpofe  of  fepa- 
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rating  this  ifland  from  the,  Britifh  Empire,  and  fctting  up  ah 
independent  democratic  republic  ;  if  in  the  crifis  of  fuch  an 
attempt  they  did  not  (land  by  government,  they  would  at 
lead  be  neuter ;  the  nobility,  and  old  gentry  of  that  commu- 
nion, poffefTed  of  ancient  eftates,  very  few  indeed  in  number, 
would  ftick  by  the  crown,  becaufe  it  is  notorioufly  their  inte- 
reft  fo  to  do,  and  becaufe  they  now  enjoy  all  the  benefits 
and  privileges  of  the  conftitution,  equally  with  Proteftants, 
except  the  few  herein  before  mentioned,  from  which  they 
in  fa£t  exclude  themfelves,  and  for  the  attainment  of  which, 
on  their  own  terms,  they  would  never  rifle  a  civil  war  with 
their  Proteftant  countrymen  and  Great  Britain.    The  Irifli 
Proteftants  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  would  to  a  man  refift 
fuch  a  rebellion,  and  your  colleague,  Tone,  admits,  u  that 
"  they  have  engrofled,  befides  the  whole  church  patronage, 
"  all  the  profits  and  honours  of  the  country  exclufively,  and 
te  a  very  great  (hare  of  the  landed  property,  that  they  are 
"  ariilocrats,  adverfe  to  any  change,  and  decided  enemies 
"  of  the  French  revolution ;"  that  is,  that  they  are  the  moft 
powerful  and  the  richeft  members  of  the  (late,  and  to  a  man 
loyal  fubje&s.     The  Proteftant  Diflenters  of  Ireland,  your 
colleague,  Tone,  thinks  would  all  join  the  republican  ftandard  ; 
you  feem  tc^  think  fo  too,  but  Lmuft  take  the  liberty  of  dif- 
fering from  you  both.  Such  Proteftant  Diflenters,  as  are  real 
chriftians,  a  very  few  excepted,   would  refift  a  rebellion  of 
Irifh  Romanifts,  who  would  certainly  compofe  the  great  bulk 
of  the  infurgents  ;  they  would  confider,  that  in  an  Iriih  in* 
dependent  democratic  republic,   the  Romanifts,  from   their 
great  excefs  over  them  in  number,   muft  be  their  abfolute 
rulers,  and  they  would  fpurn  the  idea  of  fubmitting  their 
lives  and  properties  to  the  mercy  of  an  Jrifli  Romifli  demo- 
cracy,  and  exchanging  conftitutional  civil  liberty,  for  the 
tyranny  of  a  mob  government,  the  only  calm  to  be  expe&ed 
after  a  temped  of  fuccefsful  rebellion  and  devaftation.    Such 
Diflcnters  indeed,   as  ufurp  the  name  of  Proteftants,  but 
who  are  in  reality  Atheifts,  and  Deifts,  the  difciples  of  Paine, 
Price,  and  Prieftiey,  philofophersof  the  new  French  fchool, 
in  which  every  profeflbr  is  eminent  exactly  in  proportion  to 
his  ignorance  and  brutality,  thank  Heaven,  they  are  not  nu- 
merous 
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merous  in  Ireland  !  fuch  Diflenters,  I  fay,  would  as  far  as  in 
their  power  ftrengthen  the  ranks  of  rebellion  ;  to  fuch  an 
infernal  crew,  your  popular  and  energetic  Romanijis,  that  is,  a 
few  traders  in  fome  commercial  towns  in  Ireland,  and  the 
Romifti  mob  of  fuch  towns,  would  certainly  attach  thcm- 
felves.  To  fuch  a  deteftable  yet  feeble  confederacy,  exclufive 
of  the  Britifti  fleets  and  armies,  would  be  oppofed  the  flower 
of  the  Irifh  nation,  whether  we  confider  rank,  ftation, 
wealth,  ability,  or  even  number,  the  event  of  fuch  a  conteft 
would  neither  be  protracted  nor  uncertain.* 

With  a  malignant  kind  of  dexterity,  you  throw  a  veil  The  event* 
over  the  events  of  rebellions  in  Ireland,  undertaken  for  the  reb^lionlm 
avowed  purpofe  of  fevering  this  country  from  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  for 
and  eftabliftiing  an  independent  government  in  it ;  whether  ^^^^ 
monarchical  or  republican,  fignified  not,  it  was  to  be  inde-  Ireland 
pendent  of  the  Britifti  monarchy  :  and  to  encourage  revolt,  gritifh  Em- 
you  hold  up  the  recent  American  revolution,  painted  inPirerecited- 
glowing  colours,  to  the  Irifti  nation,  as  an  example  worthy 
of  imitation.   It  (hall  be  part  of  my  bufinefs  to  recall  the  at-  , 

tention  of  my  countrymen,  to  the  events  of  the  rebellions 
heretofore  commenced  by  the  Irifti  Romanifts,  in  the  caufe 
of  feparation,  when  the  relative  power  of  the  Irifh  Romanift 
to  that  of  the  Irifti  Proteftant,  bore  an  infinitely  greater 
proportion  than  it  does  at  prefent  ;  for  the  caufe  of  fepara- 
tion from,  and  independency  on  Britain  is  not  now  a  new 
caufe  of  rebellion,  it  has  been  repeatedly  fought  and  decided 
on  the  Irifti  ftage.  Pafling  over  the  almoft  continued  hof- 
tility  between  powerful  fepts,  and  the  Britifti  colonies  in 
Ireland,  from  the  firft  conqueft  of  Ireland,  by  Britain,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  fecond,  I  (hall  come  at  once  to  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  In  her  reign,  the  Earl  of  Def- 
mond,  a  great  nobleman,  originally  of  Englifti  blood,  whofe 
dominions  extended  almoft  all  over  Munfter,  entered  into  a 
league  with  the  then  powerful  Spanifh  monarchy,  for  fever- 
ing Ireland  from  England,  and  rendering  it  independent  ; 
U  '-  he 

*  Since  the  firft  publication  of  this  work,  the  rebellion  broke  out,  and  the 
Popiih  Rebels  with  unparalleled  cruelty,  comrtvitted  a  Variety  of  maflacres, 
in  different  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  on  all  Proteftants  who,  fell  into  their 
hands:  but  th'ey  were  foon  defeated,  and  the  above  prediction,  vcrifyecU 


be  took  up  arms,  and  pretending  he  did  fo,  in  fupport  of 
the  Rom  iO*  religion,  be  was  joined  by  almoft  the  whole  Irifh 
nation,  then  bigotted  Romanifts  ;  the  very  Englifh  colonies, 
which  acknowledged  the  queen  as  their  fovereign,  being 
then  moftly  Romanifts,  and  confined  to  a  few  counties  in 
Leinfter,  the  Spaniards  fent  him  great  fupplies  of  military 
(tores,  and  troops  ;  yet  the  power  of  England  foon  crufhed 
him  and  his  adherents,  and  his  head  was  (luck  up,  as   the 
head  of  a  traitor,  on  London  bridge.     The  great  Earl  of 
Tyrone,  the  ableft  Irifti  chieftain,  both  as  to  courage  and 
fkill,  which  had   before  that   time  appeared,  and  who  had 
been  trained  to  arms,  in  the  army  of  Elizabeth  herfelf,  next 
raifed  a  rebellion  in  Ireland,  in  the  very  fame  caufe  of  inde- 
pendence on,  and  reparation  from,  England ;  he   was   alfo 
affifted  by  Spain,  at  that  time  the  mod   powerful  nation  in 
Europe,  who  fent  at  one  time  fix  thoufand  Spanifli  infantry, 
famous  for  their  fuperior  difcipline  over  all  other  Europeans, 
and  then  a  very  confiderable  army,  to  his  affiftance  ;  he  was 
joined  by  the  whole  body  of  the  Irim  nation,  then  forty  to 
one  in  number  over  the  Englifli  colonies,  yet  he  and  thelrifti 
nation  were  in  a  few  campaigns  complcatly  fubdued  and  con- 
quered by  the  power  of  England  ;  and  the  confequences  of 
this  rebellion  and  fuppreffion  were,  the  (laughter  or  difper- 
fion  into  foreign  countries,  of  all  the   Irifh   chieftains  who 
ferved  under  him,  and  of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  fix  whole  counties  in  the  northern  part  of  this  kingdom  ; 
the  calamities  brought  upon  the  Irilh  Romanifts  by  that  un- 
fuccefsful  rebellion,  as  may  be  learned  from  Morrifon,  and 
other  cotemporary  writers,  can  only  be  equalled  by  thofe  of 
the  Jews,  at  the  time  of  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem  by  the 
Romans ;  England  in   thofe  two  laft  mentioned  rebellions, 
was  unaided  by  Scotland,  then  a  diftincl:   kingdom.     The 
next  rebellion  in  the  caufe  of  feparation  from  England,  and 
independence,  was  that  which  commenced  with  the  horrible 
Irim  manacre  in  the  year  1641,  that  mafTacre  which  you  fo 
zealoully  and  fo  officioufly  juftify !  the  Iri(h  Romanifts  at 
that  time,  encouraged  by  the  diftracled  (late  of  public  af- 
fairs in   England,  and  abetted   by   the  republicans  in  that 
country  (as  you  are  at  prefent  by  your  mailers,  the  Englifh 
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jacobins)  brojce  out  into  rebellion  for  the  purpofe  of  fepara- 
tion  and  independence ;  the  Irifti  Romanifts,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  this  rebellion,  were  in  the  proportion  of  eleven  to 
two,  to  the,  Irifh  Proteftants,  or  of  five  and  a  half  to  one, 
according  to  Sir  William  Petty,  (fee  his  political  anatomy  of 
Ireland)  the  fame  author  ftates,  that  they  murdered  thirty 
feven  thoufand  Irifh  Proteftants,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  re- 
bellion in  cold  blood  ;  the  Englifh  army  in  Ireland  did  not 
amount  at  that  time  to  four  thoufand  men,  ill  paid  and  ill 
clothed,  the  Irifh  Romanifts  fuddenly  poflefled  themfelves  of 
nine-tenth  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  as  foon  however,  as  their 
quondam  abettors,  the  Englifti  republicans,  had  done  their 
bufinefs  in  England,  they  would  not  fuffer  Ireland  to  remain 
an  independent  ftate,  they  immediately  fent  an  army  to  re-, 
duce  their  Irifti  aflbciates  in  rebellion  and  murder,  and  in  two 
fliort  campaigns  effe&ed  a  complete  conqueft  of  Ireland,  and 
flew  in  the  field,  hanged  and  quartered,  or  drove  into  exile, 
all  the  energetic  Irijh  Romanifls  of  that  day.  Of  the  leaders 
executed  I  (hall  mention  two  only  of  eminent  turpitude ; 
Lord  Maguire  hanged  and  quartered  at  Tyburn,  and  his 
head  fixed  on  London  bridge;  and  Sir  Phelim  O'Neil, 
hanged  and  quartered  at  StephenVgreen,  and  his  head 
fixed  on  Newgate  in  Dublin  ;  they  confiscated  all  their 
eftates,  beftowing  them  upon  the  Englifh  foldiers ;  and 
finally  Cromwell,  firft  tlieir  general  and  then  their  dictator, 
wifely  united  Ireland  to  England,  caufing  thirty  members  to 
fit  as  reprefentatives  of  Ireland  in  the  Britifh  parliament. 
The  defolation  and  havock  brought  by  this  rebellion  in  the 
caufe  of  reparation  and  independence  on  the  kingdom  would 
be  almoft  incredible,  were  it  not  teftificd  by  unqueftionable 
authorities  . 

The  laft  rebellion  of  the  Irifti  Romanifts  againft  the  crown 
of  England,  was  that  which  commenced  in  the  reign  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary.  At  this  period  the  Irifh  Roma- 
nifts, by  the  agency  of  Lord  Tyrconnel,  appointed  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  kingdom  by  King  James  the  Second,  were 
in  pofieffion  of  almoft  all  employments  of  truft  and  confidence 
in  the  nation  ;  many  of  the  Irifti  nobility  and  gentry  of  that 
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day,  were  Romanifts,  and  many  of  the  Trim,  as  well  as 
Englifli  Proteftants,  were  difafFe&ed  to  the  revolution  and  the 
government  of  King  William.  The  Irifh  Romanifts  almoft 
to  a  man,  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  abdicated  monarch,  not 
out  of  any  affe&ion  to  him,  but  with  the  hopes  by  his  means 
of  obtaining  independence  ;  one  hundred  thoufand  effe£tive 
men,  all  Irifh  Romanifts,  flew  to  arms;  the  dethroned  king, 
their  engine  of  reparation,  unable  to  fupport  and  arm  fuch  a 
number,  regimented  fixty  thoufand  of  them,  difpofing  them 
into  fifty  regiments  of  foot,  andfixteen  of  horfe;  the  French 
monarch  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  then  in  the  zenith  of  his 
power,  fent  experienced  generals  and  officers  to  command 
and  train  the  Irifh  army,  and  many  thoufand  veteran  French 
troops  to  aflift  them,  with  all  kind  of  military  (lores,  cloath- 
ing  and  arms;  his  fleet  rode  triumphant  on  the  fea,  having 
defeated  the  Britifh  fleet  under  Lord  Torrington,  off  the 
fouthern  coaft  of  Ireland ;  a  fmall  body  of  Irifh  Proteftants 
only,  in  the  northern  part  of  this  kingdom,  took  up  arms  to 
ftem  this  torrent,  but  they  would  have  been  foon  fwallowed  up, 
had  they  not  received  ipeedy  fuccours  from  England,  and  an 
Englifli  army,  affifted  by  the  Iri(h  Proteftants,  made  a  com- 
plete conqueft  of  the  Irifli  Romanifts  of  that  day,  and  of 
their  French  auxiliaries,  in  three  campaigns,  drove  fuch  of 
them  as  efcaped  the  fword,  peftilence  and  famine,  miferable 
exiles  into  foreign  countries,  and  confifcated  their  eftates  and 
property. 

That  the  Irifli  Romanifts  .adhered  to  King  James  with  no 
other  view,  than  by  his  means  to  feparate  Ireland  from  the 
Britifti  empire,  may  be  proved  by  numberlefs  occurrences 
during  that  fliort  war.  I  (hall  mention  only  two  of  them: 
when  he  aflembled  the  Rornifh  convention,  which  he  and 
his  adherents  called  a  parliament  in  Dublin,  one  of  their  firft 
meafures  was  the  preparing  a  bill,  declaring  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  on  the  crown  of  England : 
James  when  the  bill  was  tendered  to  him  for  the  royal  aflent 
hefitated ;  he  had  ftill  hopes  of  remounting  the  throne  of 
England,  and  he  feared  that  his  aflenting  to  fuch  a  bill  would 
difgu (I  and  alienate  his  Engliih  friends,  and  impair  his  own 
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authority  if  he  fliould  remount  the  throne :  but  the  Trifti 
Romanifts  told  him  plainly,  that  if  he  refufed  his  aflent  to  the 
bill,  they  had  no  further  occafion  for  him,  that  he  might  go 
about  his  bufmefs,  and  that  they  would  eftablifh  a  govern- 
ment without  him.  This  fame  pretended  parliament  alfo  at- 
tainted by  bill,  feveral  thoufand  Irifh  Proteftants,  including 
in  it  by  the  lump  all  men  of  that  perfuafion,  of  rank,  confe- 
quence,  or  property;  and  pafied  a  bill  for  depriving  the 
Proteftant  clergy,  of  almoft  the  whole  of  their  tithes,  and  for 
rendering  the  recovery  of  the  remaining  pittance  impracti- 
cable. 

Don't  you  deplore,  fir,  the  ill  fuccefs  and  unhappy  fate  of 
the  members  of  this  pretended  parliament,  all  flaughtered, 
hanged  or  tranfported,  for  maintaining  your  glorious  and 
patriotick  principles  of  feparation  from  England,  andfubver- 
fion  of  the  Proteftant  eftablifhment ;  patriots  as  illuftrious  as 
yourfelf ! 

Another  fignal  inftance  of  the  contempt,  in  which  the 
Irifti  Romanifts  of  that  day  held  James  and  his  authority, 
and  that  they  meant  only  to  make  a  tool  of  him  for  effecting 
their  own  purpofes  is,  that  when  his  deputy  Lord  Tyrconnel 
repaired  to  the  IriQi  camp,  after  the  departure  of  James  to 
France,  one  of  the  principal  Irifh  officers  came  to  him,  and 
commanded  him  inftantly  to  quit  the  camp,  or  he  would  cut 
his  tent  cords,  with  which  command  the  haplefs  deputy  was 
obliged  to  comply. 

One  other  example  of  unfuccefsful  rebellion,  in  the  caufe 
of  feparation  and  independence  I  omitted  to  introduce  in  its 
rank  in  point  of  time,  becaufc  it  was  not  the  rebellion  of  the 
whole  native  Irifh,  and  degenerate  Englifh  colonifts  in  Ire- 
land, but  of  a  part  only  of  both  races;  and  that  is  the  rebel- 
lion of  Thomas  Fitzgerald  Lord  Offaley,  eldeft  fon  and  heir 
of  the  Earl  of  Kildare,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the 
eighth;  that  nobleman,  being  then  chief  governor  of  Ireland 
under  the  king,  broke  out  into  open  rebellion,  renounced 
his  allegiance  to  King  Henry,  and  fet  himfelf  up  as  an  inde- 
pendent prince ;  in  a  fhort  time,  he  and  his  adherents  were 
reduced,  and  himfelf  with  five  of  his  uncles  taken  prifoners, 
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they  were  fent  to  England,  and  hanged  and  quartered  as 
traitors  at  Tyburn,  the  earl  his  father  died  of  grief,  a  pri- 
foner  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  the  whole  family  eftate 
was  confifcated.  This  illuftrious  race  of  the  Fitzgeralds 
would  have  been  extinguifhed,  had  not  Queen  Mary,  out  of 
companion  to  the  misfortunes  of  that  great  houfe,  afterwards 
reftored  the  only  (hoot  which  remained  of  the  ancient  trunk, 
to  his  family  honours  and  eftate. 

And  now,  fir,  having  rehearfed  to  you  the  miferable  fate 
of  Lord  Offaley,  and  his  uncles ;  of  the  Earls  of  Defmond, 
and  Tyrone  j  of  Lord  Maguire,  and  Sir  Phelim  O'Neil ;  of 
the  Romifli  parliament  convened  by  King  James,  and  of  all 
their  adherents,  all  Irifh  Romanifts,  and  all  engaged  in  the 
fame  caufe,  of  which  you  have  now  fet  yourfelf  up  as  the 
champion,  that  is  the  caufe  of  feparation  from  Great  Britain 
and  independence  on  the  Britim  crown,  I  leave  you  to  found 
the  trumpet  of  infurreftion,  and  to  cheer  in  vain  your  mur^ 
dering  tattered  bands  of  popular  and  energetic  Romanifls^  by 
the  example  of  fuceefsful  rebellion  in    America,  a  diftant 
country,  and  to  wafte  your  poifonous  breath,  and  acrimoni- 
ous ink,  in  fruitlefs  attempts  to  deprefs  the  fpirits  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  faithful  and  loyal  IriQi  fubje&s,  by  the  example  of  the 
unfuccefsful  American  loyalifts.     Raife  your  ominous  voice> 
and  croak  aloud  to  your  black,  to  your  grey,  or  to  your  green 
flock,  in  the  figures  fo  often  ufed  by   you  in  your  declama- 
tions, vulgarly  called  nonfenfe,  fuch  as,  "  a  naked  man  op- 
"  preflcd  by  the  ftate  is  an  armed  poft  ;  the  government 
"  bloods  the  magiftracy  with  the  peoples  liberty" — all  you 
will  be  able  to  do,  and  it  is  mifchief  enough,  is  to  encourage 
a  few  defperate  aflaffins  and  robbers  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  toperfift  in  their  nocturnal  murders,  and  plunder, 
till  they  expiate  their  crimes  on  the  avenging  gibbet,  juftly 
accufing  with  their  laft  breath,  (as  did  the  privates  of  the 
Monaghan  militia  (hot  for  a  mutiny)  flagitious  demagogues, 
as  the  caufes  at  once  of  their  guilt  and   difgracefui  punifli- 
ment. 

That  you  might  leave  no  topick  of  inflammation  of  the 
Irifti  Romanifts  untouched,  you  repeat  in  this  addrefs  two 
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calumnies  againft  the  government  of  the  country,  which  you 
have  already  advanced  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  more  than 
once,  the  falfity  of  which  has  been  demoriftrated  as  often  as 
you  prefumed  to  advance  them  ;  and  though  you  ftood  pub- 
licly convicled  of  deliberate  malicious  falfehood,  in  the  two 
inftances  more  than  once,  you  with  your  accuftomed  effron- 
tery, again  repeat  them  in  this  addrefs ;  and  you  inftru&ed 
your  jacobin  mafters  in  England,  to  retail  the  fame  falfehoods, 
for  they  appear  in  the  copies  of  a  fpeech,  published  in  the 
Englifh  prints  as  fpoken  by  Mr.  Fox  on  Irifh  affairs  in  the 
Englifh  houfe  of  cpmmons  ;  they  are  thus  fet  forth  in  your 
addrefs ;  "  They"  (government)  "  agreed  to  the  firft  Ca- 
"  tholic  bill,  and  then  profcribed  the  perfon  of  the  Catholic, 
'*  and  oppofed  his  freedom  in  corporations"  By  the  firft  Catholic 
bill,  it  is  plain  you  mean  the  bill  which  pafled  in  favour  of 
Irifli  Romanifts,  in  the  year  1793*  for  that  is  the  bill  which 
enabled  Romanifts  to  become  members  of  corporations,  and 
in  that  particular,  put  them  on  a  footing  with  Proteftants, 
repealing  the  teft  and  corporation  a&s,  in  their  favour ;  in 
both  thefe  particulars  of  profcription  of  Romanifts,  and  op- 
pofition  to  their  freedom  in  corporations,  by  government 
fmce  that  aft,  you  aflert  what  is  not  warranted  by  fa£ ;  I 
clearly  expofed  the  falfehood  and  malignity  of  fuch  aflertions 
in  my  place  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  your  hearing,  ftat- 
fng  the  tranfa&ions  on  which  they  were  founded;  the 
fubftance  of  my  fpeech  on  that  occafion  is  in  print,  and  it  is 
not  neceflfary  here  to  repeat  what  I  then  faid  ;  you  did  not 
then  attempt  to  refute  me  ;  if  you  (hall  hereafter  attempt  to 
vindicate  your  aflertions  on  thefe  heads,  and  produce  your 
pretended  inftances  of  profcription,  and  oppofition  in  cor- 
porations, I  am  able  again  to  difprove  them. 

Your  next  charge  againft  the  prefent  Irifh  government  ig  Mr.  Grat- 
corruption,  you  charge  them  with  fupporting  their  decided  o^corrupd 
majority  in  parliament,  againft  the  meafures  of  you  and  your  on  againft 
petty  fadion,  by  corruption  •,  tha.t  is,  you  in  faft  charge,  that  ^^^ 
all  the  knights  of  the  different  (hires  in  Ireland,  fix  or  feven  vemment 
excepted,  (which  are  as  many  as  I  recoiled,  ever  to  have" 
voted  with  you  and  your  party,  againft  the  meafures  of  go.. 
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vernment  on  any  queftion)  all  the  members  for  cities  and 
great  towns,  for  all  open  boroughs,  and  for  what  are  ftiled 
clofe  (that  is  boroughs  chiefly  under  the  patronage  of  great 
and  powerful  noblemen  or  gentlemen,  having  large  eftatesin 
the  country)  about  ten  or  twelve  members  for  boroughs  ex- 
cepted,  the  whole  ftrength  of  your  faction  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  are  induced  by  bribery  to  vote  againft  your  mea- 
fures;  the  accufation  is  fo  notorioufly  unfounded,  that  no 
defence  is  neceffary ;  the  whole  reprefentatives  of  the  landed 
and  moneyed  intereft  are  not,  nor  could  they  be,  bribed  to 
vote  and  act:  againft  the  true  interefts  of  their  country,  that 
is,  their  own  interefts ;  the  abfurdity  of  the  accufation  is  a 
fufficient  refutation  ;  but  to  fupport  your  accufation  you 
adduce  two  inftances,  one,  that  to  overwhelm  an  oligarchical 
party  in  parliament,  "  a  new  hoft  of  places  and  penfions,  was 
"  reforted  to,  this  is  the  famous  half  million,  or  the  experi- 
*'  mentof  the  caftle  to  fecure  the  dependence  of  parliament, 
"  and  prevent  the  formation  of  an  Irifh  party  againft  the 
*'  dominion  of  the  Britifti  Cabinet."  This  allegation  of  cor- 
ruption in  the  government,  you  have  founded,  on  an  afler- 
tion,  declared  in  feveral  of  your  fpeeches,  to  have  been  once 
made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  a  perfon  then  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  government ;  the  afTertion,  as  you  frequently 
ilated  it,  was,  "  that  it  had  coft  government  half  a  million 
"  to  defeat  an  oppofition  party,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons-,'* 
and  you  have  frequently  admitted  that  the  tranfaction  alluded 
to  happened  during  the  time  Lord  Townfhend  was  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland;  his  lieutenancy  commenced  in  1767 
and  ended  in  1772,  fo  that,  according  to  you  it  muft  have 
happened,  more  than  twenty-feven  years  ago  ;  and  that  it 
ever  happened,  or  that  fuch  affertion  was  ever  made,  refts 
upon  your  credit. 

The  mifconduft  of  former  governors,  by  a  kind  of  politi- 
cal legerdemain,  you  transfer,  to  the  prefent ;  but  for  a  mo- 
ment fuppofing  that  a  corruption  of  parliament  was  defigned 
by  multiplying  the  lucrative  offices  of  the  ftate,  and  confer- 
ring them  on  members  of  parliament,  has  not  the  place-bill 
lately  enacted,  a  meafure  adopted  by  a  miniftry  of  a  much 
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later  date,  than  that  of  Lord  Townftiend,  compleatly  defeated 
the  defign  ?  That  bill,  amongft  other  regulations,  difquali- 
fies  perfons,  pofleffing  a  great  number  of  lucrative  offices, 
to  fit  in  parliament,  many  of  which  were  heretofore  filled  by 
members  of  parliament ;  and  it  vacates  the  feats  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  (hall,  after  their  election, 
accept  of  places  of  profit  under  the  crown  tenable  at  plea- 
fure  ;  add  to  this  powerful  check  to  corruption,  the  penfion. 
bill;  both  thefe  bills  are  of  modern  date  ;  yet  whild  you,  for 
the  purpofe  of  inflammation,  load  the  prefent  government 
with  the  imputed  guilt  of  the  mifconduft  of  former  gover- 
nors, you  conceal  from  view  the  merit  of  the  prefent  or  of 
immediately  preceding  governors,  in  correcting  fuch  mifcon- 
ducl:,  if  fuch  there  was,  and  in  preventing  future  governors 
from  adopting  fuch  corruptive  meafures ;  with  the  fame  view, 
you  accufe  the  prefent  government  with  creating  new  places 
for  gentlemen  of  the  law  profeflion,  but  you  omit  dating  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  the  creation,  arifing  from  defect  and 
delay  in  the  difpenfing  of  public  juftice,  both  criminal  and 
civil,  which  occurred  in  aimed  all  the  counties  in  the  king- 
dom, before  they  were  created  ;  and  you  alfo  omitted,  that 
barrifters  holding  fuch  new  created  employments,  were  in- 
capacitated by  the  a£k  which  eftablifhed  them  to  fit  in  parlia- 
ment ;  you  accufe  government  with  a  defign  to  corrupt  the 
bar  by  the  creation  of  thefe  places,  with  what  juftice  I  leave 
the  world  to  determine;  but  in  preferring  this  accufation, 
you  fall  into  a  (Irange  inconfiftency  ;  contrary  to  the  whole 
tenor  of  your  addrefs,  you  (tumble  here  on  one  truth,  to  wit, 
**  That  in  this  country  formerly  the  rule  of  government  was, 
f<  the  law  of  the  land,"  you  ftate  throughout  your  addrefs 
that  the  whole  proceedings  of  government  in  this  country, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  James  the  firft  to 
the  prefent  day,  have  been  a  continued  fyftem  of  the  mod 
atrocious  and  horrible  tyranny,  over  the  inhabitants  of  this 
kingdom,  over  Irt/hmen  in  large  characters,  that  ftrong* 
hardy,  bold,  brave,  laborious,  warm-hearted,  and  faithful 
race  of  men,  as  you  defcribe  them.  The  law  of  England 
was  not  extended  over  all  Ireland,  till  the  reign  of  James  the 
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firft,  before  that  time  the  inhabitants  of  four-fifths  of  th« 
kingdom,  were  out  of  the  pale  of  the  Englifli  laws,  and  were 
governed  by  certain  barbarous  cuftoms,  called   the  Brehon 
law,  of  which  Sir  John  Davis  gives  fome  account ;  at  what 
time  was  it  then,  <(  that  the  rule  of  government  in  this  country 
"  was  the  law  of  the  land,"  according  to  you  ?    The  fact:  is 
certainly  true,  the  law  of  the  land  has  been  always  the  rule 
of  government  in  this  country,  (jnce  it  became  entirely  pervi- 
ous to  the  common  law  of  England ;  but  how  came  you, 
fcgainft  your  very   nature  and  defign,  to   deviate  into   this 
truth  ?  it  renders  your  addrefs  a  heap  of  ineonfiftency— from 
compaflion  to  you,  I  will  endeavour  to  reconcile  you  with 
yourfelf ;  the  law  you  there  meant,  as  the  rule   of  govern- 
ment, was  the  Brehon  law  before  the  reign  of  King  James 
the  fir  ft :  and  the   government,   the   then  Jrifh   chiefs  or 
Sachems,  and  their  Brehons  or  judges  ;  what  a  pity  that  you 
did  not  live  in  thofe  times !  you  would,  if  then  in  exiftence, 
have  been  a  Brehon^  and  could  I  entertain  the  belief  of  tranf- 
migration,  I  fhould  certainly  conclude,  that  your  foul  for- 
merly animated  the  body  of  a  fturdy  dogmatick  Brehon,  a 
fupercilious  and  defpotick  barbarian,  whofe  nod  was  plunder, 
and  whofe  frown  was  death  ! 

It  is  not  here  amif$  to  examine  whether  the  conduct  of 
government,  in  nominating  to  the  offices  of  the  date,  mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons,  can  be  confidered 
as  an  effect  of  a  fyftem  of  corruption  of  parliament,  adopted 
by  the  crown  ;  it  is  notorious  that  in  every  civilized  ftate, 
whether  monarchical  or  republican,  there  muft  be  a  fet  of 
men,  felected  from  the  body  of  the  people,  whofe  peculiar 
province  it  is,  to  tranfadl  the  bufmefs  of  the  ftate  ;  it  is  highly 
reafonable,  and  indeed  neceflary,  that  fuch  men  fhould  be 
paid  by  the  community  for  their  trouble,  for  we  find  by  ex- 
perience, that  the  duty  of  laborious  offices  which  officious 
men  have  fometimes  undertaken  to  perform  without  emolu- 
ment, has  been  always  in  the  end  neglected  or  abandoned, 
nor  is  it  to  be  expected  that  men  will  gratuitoufly  expend  and 
wafte  their  time  and  their  labour.     In  a  great  empire,  as  is 
that  of  Britain,  there  muft  be  many  and  fkilful  public  offi- 
cers, 


cers,  which  from  the  conftitution  of  our  mixed  monarchy, 
muft  be  nominated  by  the  crown  j  this  power  of  nomination 
gives  a  confiderable  degree  of  influence  to  the  crown,  but  it 
is  a  proper  and  conftitutionaj  influence,  with  which  the  very 
nature  of  our  government  demands  that  the  crown  (hould  be 
inverted,  and  without  which  our  conftitution  could  not  exift ; 
to  what  body  of  men  then  is  the  monarch  to  look  for  a  fup- 
ply  of  public  officers  ?  is  he  to  exclude  from  all  public  func- 
tions the  whole  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  whole  body  of  the  nobi- 
lity of  the  nation,  the  hereditary  council  of  the  crown  ?  and 
is  he  alfo  to  exclude  all  the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, the  ableft  and  moft  enlightened  part  of  the  people, 
partly  pofieffing  and  certainly  reprefenting,  the  whole  mafs 
of  the  landed  and  mouied  intereft  in  the  nation  j  of  whofe 
talents,  abilities,  and  capacity  for  public  fervice  from  their 
Situation,  he  has  the  bed  opportunity  of  judging?  and  is  the 
monarch  to  refort  to  the  jovial  clubs  of  country  fquires,  to 
a  fox-hunt  or  horfe-race,  to  the  cloifters  of  a  college,  to  the 
counting-houfes  of  traders,  to  the  factories  of  weavers,  the 
forges  of  fmiths,  to  the  plough,  the  loom,  or  the  hammer, 
for  prime  minifters,  and  fecretaries  of  ftate  ?  and  is  the  mo- 
narch in  a  mixed  monarchy  like  ours,  to  be  dripped  of  all 
influence  of  every  kind  in  the  fenate  ?  The  man  who  can  an- 
fwer  thefe  feveral  queftions  in  the  affirmative,  and  frame  his 
anfwers  from  his  own  real  opinion,  is  aperfon  too  abfurd  to 
be  argued  with,  he  muft  be  entirely  ignorant,  not  only  of  all 
the  ceconomy  of  political  fociety,  but  of  the  very  nature  of 
man,  confidered  as  a  reafonable  and  a  focial  being. 

You  declaim,  .fir,  in  your  addrefs,  with  a  confiderable  de- 
gree of  afperity,  againft  what  you  call  the  trade  of  parliament, 
by  which  I  underftand,  the  buying  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, for  a  venal  borough,  or  procuring  a  feat  in  that  Houfe 
by  other  means,  with  a  view  of  making  great  advantage  of 
the  purchafe,  by  compelling  the  minifter  to  buy  the  talents  of 
the  purchafer,  and  thereby  not  only  to  filence  his  clamorous 
oppofition  to  all  meafures  of  government,  right  or  wrong, 
but  to  employ  his  mercenary  eloquence  in  a  flavifh  fupport 
of  adminiftration  on  all  occafions.  Of  thefe  venal  boroughs 
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the  number  is  fmall,  and  I  freely  admit,  that  fuch  trade  has 
been  driven,  and  fometimes  with  fuccefs  ;  but  your  affurance 
in  felefting  fueh  a  topick  for  inflammation,  is  furely  un- 
matchable !  it  is  a  univcrfally  received  opinion,  that  fome  of 
the  mod  turbulent  and  clamorous  anteftgnan'i  in  your  fcanty 
ranks  of  oppofition,  fet  up  in  that  trade  of  parliament,  in 
which,  thank  Providence !  chey  have  failed  and  become  bank- 
rupts ;  their  unhappy  fate  has  drawn  from  you  the  moft  pa- 
thetick  complaints  in  your  addrefs.  Pray  which  are  they, 
or  the  haplefs  American  loyalifts,  the  greateft  objects  of  com- 
paffion  in  your  eyes  ?  thus  you  pour  forth  your  tragick  effu- 
{ion,  from  the  very  bottom  of  your  foul :  4<  What  man  of 
"  fmall  fortune,  what  man  of  great  fortune,  can  now  afford 
"  to  come  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  fuftain  the  expence 
*'  of  a  feat  in  parliament,  or  of  a  contefted  election?  I  know 
€t  fome  who  have  great  talents,  (that  is,Jlrong  lungs  and  con- 
*c  fummate  affurance)  and  have  exercifed  them  in  the  public 
"  fervice,  are  difpofed  to  decline  fituations,  to  the  honeft  in- 
"  dividual  fo  expenfive,  and  to  the  public  now  fo  unprofita- 
«  ble."  (you  might  have  added  "  and  to  themfehes")  But 
Mr.Grat-  Your  difappointed  fatellites,  are  not  the  only  perfons  who 
tan's  affidtiT  followed  the  trade  of  parliament ;  no  man  followed  it  in  my 
cefs  in  car-  memory  with  fo  much  afliduity  or  fuccefs  as  you  yourfelf  have 
theira^c/  ^one»  ^ince  vour  commencement  in  that  bufmefs  ;  returned 
Parliament,  into  parliament  for  a  clofe  borough  at  your  firft  appearance 
on  the  public  ftage,  by  the  intereft  of  a  nobleman,  in  whofe 
patronage  it  was,  you  immediately  opened  your  fhop,  arid 
expofed  your  wares  to  fale,  the  (lock  of  a  fecond-hand  retail 
political  haberdafher,  the  whole  confifted  of  an  aflbrtment 
collecled  from  the  two  ftore-houfes  of  deceafed  politicians, 
the  one  MolyneuxV  State  of  Ireland,  the  other  the  Drapier's 
Letters  ;  the  Irifh  Nation  at  that  time  laboured  under  two 
grievances,  the  firft  a  real  one  felt  feverely  by  the  public  at 
large ;  the  fecond,  more  a  theoretical  than  an  actual  griev- 
ance, though  fometimes  really  felt,  and  always  menacing. 
The  firft  confifted  in  a  fevere  and  impolitic  reftricliion  of  the 
trade  of  Ireland,  by  the  commercial  regulations  of  Britain ; 
the  fegond  was  an  affumed  power  in  the  Britifli  legiflatur-e 
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to  bind  Ireland  by  its  ftatutes  ;  and  to  this  grievance  may  be 
added,  the  effe&s  of  an  Irifh  ftatute  called  Poynings'  aft,  by 
which  the  Irifli  parliament  in  its  legiflative  capacity,  was  con- 
trolled by  the  great  law  officers  in  England  :  the  nation,  galled 
by  thefe  opprefftons,  equally  pernicious  and  difgraceful,  loudly 
expreflcd  on  all  occafions  their  diflatisfaclion  at  them  ;  •  and 
zealoufly  applauded  and  fupported  as  well  every  honeft  pa- 
triot,   as  political  adventurer,    who   argued   or   declaimed 
againft  them ;  and  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  the  multitude  al- 
ways  exprefled  loudeft  their  approbation  of  the  loudeft  de- 
claimer,  meafuring  the  merit  of  the  orator  by  the  uproar,  tur- 
bulence, and  fury,  of  his  harangues.     In  fuch  a  feafon  feve- 
ral  able  and  honeft  fenators  ftood  forth  the  champions  of 
their  country,  and  combated  thefe  oppreffions  with  the  wea- 
pons of  argument  and  reafon  :  you  joined  the  ranks,  and 
fought  againft  the  common  enemy  with  lefs  effective  execibr 
tion,  but  with  fuperior  noife,  turbulence,  and  acrimony,  bat- 
tering them  inceflantly  with  the  artillery  of  Molyneux  and 
Swift.     The  campaign  was  fuccefsful,  the  Englifh  minifter 
liftened  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  reafon,  and  agreed  to  a 
treaty  :  the  grievances  were  redrefled  j  the  ports  of  the  world 
were  opened  to  the  Irifh  trader,  the  independence  of  the 
Irifti  legiflature  on  that  of  Britain  was  acknowledged ;  and 
Poynings'  act  repealed.     The  giddy  multitude,  captivated  by 
the  fury  and  blufter  of  your  operations,  attributed  the  whole 
fuccefs  to  you  :  and  you  carried  away  the  palm  from  your  up- 
right, honeft,  patriotic  aJTociates,  with  much  lefs  real  merit, 
whether  we  confider  your  abilities  or  motives.     You  were 
determined  however  to  work  ypur  own  emolument  out  of 
the  national  profperity,  and  to  take  advantage  of  this  tide  of 
Irifh  exultation  to  bring  into  port  a  Galeon  freighted  with  a 
precious  cargo  on  your  own  account;  though  juft  fet  up  in 
the  trade  of  parliament,  you  feemed  to  have  underftood  if, 
better,  than  older  merchants ;  you  contrived  matters  fo,  that 
a  vote  was  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  beftowing 
on  you  fifty  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  public  purfe,  as  a 
reward  for  your  exertions  in  eftablifhing  the  independence  of 
the  Irifh  legiflature  •,  and  you  had  addrefs  fufficient  to  obtain 
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the  confent  of  the  crown  to  this  moft  extraordinary  and  un- 
merited donation,  by  your  engagement  in  future  to  fupport 
the  meafures  of  government :  by  a  judicious  difpofal  of  this 
money  you  have  fecured  to  yourfelf  an  eftate  in  fee  fimple  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  and  upwards  :  and  you, 
who  accufe  the  prefent  government  of  corruption  in  the  dif- 
tribution  of  places  and  penfions,  are,  and  for  fome  years  have 
been,  in  pofleflion  of  a  penfion  in  fee  fimple  of  three  thou- 
fand pounds  per  annum,  the  moft  unmerited  that  ever  was 
beftowed,  andpurchafed  by  the  moft  unwarrantable,  wanton, 
and  profufe  expenditure  of  public  money,  that  has  ever  oc- 
curred in  the  annals  of  this  or  the  fifter  kingdom.  To  ex- 
pofe  in  a  clearer  point  of  view  the  inanity  of  your  claim  fo 
this  donation,  it  is  necelTary  here  to  recur  to  fome  part  of 
your  conduct,  after  receipt  of  that  coftly  proof  of  public  pro- 
digality and  folly.  The  Englifh  nation,  from  the  time  of 
their  conqueft  of  Ireland,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the 
fecond,  to  the  year  1782,  had  claimed  and  frequently  exer- 
cifed  a  power  of  legiflating  for  Ireland  :  the  claim  is  aflerted 
in  all  their  law  books  where  Ireland  is  mentioned,  particu- 
larly by  Lord  Coke  in  Calvin's  cafe,  and  in  his  Inftitutes,  and 
may  be  found  particularly  ftated  in  judge  Blackftone's  Com- 
mentaries, vol.  i.  p.  100,  jo i.  In  the  reign  of  George  the 
firft,  the  claim  was  queftioned  by  the  Irifh,  and  the  Englifli 
parliament  pafled  a  declaratory  law  in  the  6th  year  of  that 
reign,  in  which  they  afflerted  the  power  of  the  Britim  Parlia- 
ment to  bind  Ireland  by  its  a£is  as  part  of  the  common  law  of 
England.  Previous  to?  and  in,  the  year  1782  the  Iriih  par- 
liament, as  is  before  ftated,  made  heavy  complaints  of 
this  affumed  power  of  the  Bntifh  parliament,  to  legiflate 
for  Ireland;  and  a  bill  pafled  in  the  Britifh  parliament 
repealing  this  declaratory  acl,  in  confequence  of  thefe  com- 
plaints, by  way  of  contenting  the  Irifti  nation  ;  the  late 
Mr.  Flood,  and  fome  other  leading  members  in  the  Irifh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  faw  clearly,  that  fuch  repeal  of  a  de- 
claratory acl:,  did  not  abrogate  the  law  as  it  ftood  before 
that  acl:  was  made  ;  and  that  if  by  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, as  laid  down  by  their  moft  eminent  lawyers,  Ireland  was 

bound 


bound  by  Britim  a&s  of  parliament  before  the  ena&ing  of 
that  declaratory  aft*  the  repeal  of  that  aft  left  the  law  as  it 
flood  before  ;  and  that  the  right  of  binding  Ireland  by  Britifli 
a£ts,  might  be  again,  not  only  claimed,  but  exerciied,  by  the 
parliament  of  Britain,  whenever  they  mould  think  it  conveni- 
ent to  do  fo,  and  Mr.  Flood  and  others  infifted  in  the  Trim 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  repeal  of  the  ac~l  of  the  6th  of 
George  the  firft,  did  not,  and  could  not,  eftablim  and  fecure 
the  independence  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  that 
nothing  fhort  of  an  acl  of  renunciation  by  the  Britifli  par- 
liament of  all  right  of  legislating  for  Ireland,  could  eftablifti 
or  fecure  that  independence. 

To  this  mod  reafonable  do£lrine  of  Mr.  Flood,  and  the  Mr.  Grst- 

tan  violen- 

gentlemen  who  fupported  his  opinion,  you  oppofed  yourfeif  i70ppofed 
with  all  your  wonted  fury  and  acrimony  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  the  a(ft  ot 

*  -      renunciati- 

Commons,  and  abfurdly  infjfted,  that  the  (irriple  repeal  of  a  on,  which 
declaratory  a6l  abrogated  the  law  which  was  antecedent  to  ^^e^effi 
the  acl:  ;  your  obftinacy  on  this  occafion  was  exactly  in  pro-  independ- 
portion  to  your  abfurdity.     However  the  Britim  parliament  " 


concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Flood,  and  paffed  an  acl:  ofture,  and 

...  r     11  r  i       •  n       •          r        T      i         i  his  reafons 

renunciation  or  all  power  of  legiflation  for  Ireland.  fprfo  doing. 

It  was  matter  of  wonder  to  men  who  had  been  carried 
away  by  the  torrent  of  popular  applaufe,  and  looked  upon 
you  as  a  zealous  aflertor  of  the  independence  of  the  Irifli  le- 
giflature,  to  fee  you  thus  vehemently  oppofing  the  only  mea- 
fure  which  could  eftablifti  and  fecure  it  ;  but  their  wonder 
ceafed,  when  they  found  that  the  concurrence  of  the  minifter 
of  the  day,  with  the  commons,  in  prefenting  to  you  fifty 
thoufand  pounds,  without  whofc  concurrence  you  could  not 
have  touched  the  money,  had  been  purchafed  by  your  en- 
gagement to  fupport  his  meafures  :  and  that  he  refilled  the 
idea  of  renunciation  at  that  time,  not  knowing  how  the  par*. 
liament  of  Britain  might  feel  on  fo  momentous  a  meafure  ; 
if  that  minifter  is  now  living,  and  has  read  your  addrefs, 
when  he  came  to  this  paflage,  "  no  —  no  —  no  —  the  half  million^ 
*'  faid  the  minifter  t  this  is  my  principle  of  attraction  ;  among  the  \ 
"  rich  I  fend  my  half  million"  how  muft  he  blufh  at  his  own 
folly  in  beftowing  on  you,  one  folitary  reprefentative  of  a 

clofe 


92 

clofe  borough,  without  eftate,  family  or  connexions  to  make 
you  confiderable,  one  full  tenth  part  of  that  fum,  which  you 
reprefent  as  fufficient  to  corrupt  the  whole  Irifti  fenate,  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  !  and  what  tortures  muft  he  feel,  when  he 
finds  his  accomplice  has  turned  approver  againft  him  !  Ima- 
gination paints  him  to  me  on  fuch  occafion  crying  out  with 
Macheath,  "  That  Jemmy  Twitcher  fliould  peach  me  !"  or 
with  the  Roman  poet,  "  Clodius  accufat  moechos,  Catilina  Cf- 
«  thegumF* 

Mr.  Grat-  The  next  tranfa&ion  of  your  political  life  which  it  is  ne- 
r'o^ofeof  ceflai7  here  to  mention,  is  your  conduct  in  the  lad  feffion, 
a  parlia-  when  the  extraordinary  attack  ftated  in  the  public  prints  to 

SureTon  bave  been  made  in  th«  Briti(h  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr. 
a  libel  pub-  pOx  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Irifti  Parliament,  was  animad- 
England,  verted  upon  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons.  A  falfe  and 
purporting  infamous  libel  on  the  Irifti  parliament,  particularly  on  the 
pyof  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  publiflied  in  moft  of  the  London 
fpeeCp°fin  new fpapers  in  the  month  of  March,  in  the  year  1797,  and 
the  Britifh  from  them  copied  into  the  republican  Irifti  prints,  entitled 

Co°mmons  ^r*  ^ox's  ^Peectl  on  l^e  ^ate  °^  Ireland>  and  purporting  to 
on  the  ftate  be  a  copy  of  a  fpeech  made  in  the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
of  Ireland.  mong  by  Mr<  j?ox<  ^^  ^^  ^Qr  dating  a  variety  of  the 

moil  malignant  and  groundlefs  falfehoods,  refpe&ing  Ireland, 
the  difpofitions  of  its  inhabitants,  and  meafures  purfued  by 
government  there,  proceeded  to  condemn  in  a  rancorous  in- 
ve£Hve,  the  rejection  of  the  two  meafures  by  the  Irifh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  which  your  addrefs  mentions  as  panaceas  pro- 
pofed  by  you  and  your  party  for  the  cures  of  all  popular  dif- 
contents  in  Ireland,  to  wit,  emancipation  and  reform.  For  the 
firft  of  thefe  meafures,  there  appeared  on  a  divifion  in  the 
Irifti  Houfe  of  Commons  twenty  votes  only :  and  as  your 
party  joined  emancipation  and  reform  together,  declaring 
that  emancipation  was  only  the  firft  part  of  reform,  and  that 

there 

*  The  French  directory,  confining  of  five  perfons,  demanded  as  a  bribe  frorn. 
the  American  ambaffadors,  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ;  they  were  con. 
tented  with  ten  thoufand  pounds  a-piece.  Our  Irifh  fham  patriot  is  not  con, 
tented  with  a  lefs  fum  than  fifty  thoufand  ppunds  for  himfelf.  Mock  pa- 
triotifm  is  a  more  productive  profeflion  in  Ireland,  than  in  France! 
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there  could  be  no  reform  without  emancipation,  the  decifion 
of  the  Houfe,  almoft  unanimous,  againft  emancipation,  put 
an  end  to  divifions  of  the  Houfe  on  the  ftring  of  refolutions 
you  had  prepared  refpe&ing  the  remainder  of  your  fcheme 
of  reform  ;  many  of  the  twenty  who  voted  for  emancipation, 
declaring  they  would  vote  againft  all  the  remainder  of  the 
propofcd  reform.  This  libel,  publifhed  as  the  fpeech  of  Mr. 
Fox,  dated  this  almoft  unanimous  decifion  of  the  Irifh  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  have  been  procured  by  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  reprefented  the  members  of  that  Houfe  as  only 
puppets  of  the  minifter,  including  in  this  cenfure  all  the  Irifh 
reprefentatives  of  counties,  cities  and  boroughs  :  it  aflerted 
the  propriety  of  the  interference  of  the  Englifh  Houfe  of 
Commons  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Irifh  parliament ;  and 
of  their  entertaining  and  examining  the  merits  of  appeals 
made  by  any  defeated  party  in  the  Irifh  Commons,  be  it  ever 
fo  infignificant,  and  reverfing  the  decifions  of  the  Irifti  par- 
liament in  all  matters  of  internal  legiflation  of  that  country, 
on  two  principles,  one,  that  if  a  rebellion  mould  blaze  up  in 
Ireland  in  confequence  of  meafures  purfued  by  the  Irifh  par- 
liament, there  were  no  other  means  to  extinguifh  it,  except 
Englifh  forces  and  money,  which  could  be  only  levied  by  the 
authority  of  the  Englifh  Commons.  The  other,  that  the 
Irifh  parliament  was  an  engine,  entirely  worked  and  directed 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  his  fecretary,  who 
were  tools  of  the  Englifh  miniftry,  which  miniftry  was  ac- 
countable to,  and  controlable  by,  the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. The  laft  of  thefe  principles,  if  admitted,  would  at 
once  deftroy  all  idea  of  independent  legiflation  in  Ireland  : 
but  it  is  fo  notorioufly  falfe  that  no  arguments  are  neceflary 
to  confute  it.  The  firft  principle  is  alfo  generally  falfe,  as 
there  is  force  fufficient  in  Ireland  of  loyal  Irifh  fubje&s,  to 
quell  any  rebellion  which  may  blaze  forth  from  the  fuel  fur- 
nifhed  by  you  and  your  party  ;  but  were  it  neceflary,  in  cafe 
of  an  Irifh  rebellion,  to  obtain  afliftance  in  men  and  money 
from  England,  the  furnifhing  fuch  afliftance  would  give  no 
more  right  to  the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons  to  legiflate  for 
Ireland,  than  the  furnifhing  of  fijnilar  alMance  by  Ireland 

to 
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to  quell  a  rebellion  in  Britain,  would  give  to  the  Irifh  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  legiflate  for  Britain  ;  and  the  libel  dated, 
that  Mr.  Fox  had  made  a  motion  in  the  Englifh  Houfe  of 
Commons,  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  to  change  his  minif- 
ters  in  Ireland,  which  he  prefaced  with  this  fpeech,  and 
that  the  whole  oppofition  party  had  fupported  this  motion, 
which  however  was  reje&ed  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, by  a  great  majority. 

When  this  libel  was  publifhed,  fome  members  of  the  Irifh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  one  of  whom  I  was,  thought  it  proper 
to  ftamp  it  with  fome  (ignal  mark  of  difgrace  ;  it  contained 
fo  many  acrimonious  falfehoods  refpecting  the  government, 
parliament,  and  Froteftants  of  Ireland  ;  and  urged  a  doctrine 
fo  deftrudtive  of  the  very  idea  of  independent  Irim  legiflation, 
or  as  you  (lile  it  in  your  addrefs,  felf-legiflation,  that  we 
thought  it  merited  the  utmoft  reprobation  ;  and  with  that 
view,  I  produced  the  libel,  as  publifhed  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  an  Englifh  newfpaper,  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons :  I  expofed  its  malignity  and  falfehood ;  and  moved  that 
it  fhould  be  read  by  the  clerk  at  the  table ;  which  motion  I 
intended  to  have  followed  with  two  others,  one  for  a  vote  of 
the  Houfe,  declaring  it  a  falfe,  fcandalous  and  malicious  libel 
on  the  Irifh  nation  and  parliament,  and  particularly  on  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  another,  for  a  vote  condemning  it 
to  be  burned  by  the  common  hangman  at  the  door  of  the 
Houfe.  But  the  Houfe  were  of  opinion,  that  the  motion,  faid 
to  have  been  prefaced  by  this  libel  having  been  rejected  by 
the  Britifti  Houfe  of  Commons,  they  were  not  called  upon 
to  take  any  notice  of  it,  as  the  doctrines  contained  in  it,  were 
fufficiently  reprobated  by  fuch  rejection  ;.and  my  firft  motion 
was  loll  by  a  previous  queftion  which  put  an  end  to  the  bufi- 
nefs.  On  this  occafion  you  defended  the  libel,  and  its  doc- 
trines, with  the  utmoft  violence  of  voice,  expreffion  and  gef- 
ture  :  you  roundly  aflerted  the  propriety  of  appeals  from  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  to  the  Britim  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
you  attempted  to  vindicate  and  fupport  many  of  the  falfe- 
hoods and  mifreprefentations  contained  in  it ;  you  were  fo 
tranfported  with  rage  at  what  you  confidered  an  attack  on 

your 
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your  jacobin  matters  in  England,  that  you  became  almoft 
unintelligible,  and  as  moft  of  the  falsehoods  and  mifre- 
prefentations  contained  in  it  are  repeated  in  your  prefent  ad- 
drefs,  it  is  not  difficult  to  trace  this  libel  on  the  Irifti  govern- 
ment, nation  and  parliament,  to  its  true  fource  ;  it  is  certain, 
if  fuch  fpeech  was  actually  fpoken  in  the  Britifti  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  the  materials  muft  have  been  furnifhed  by 
you,  and  that  the  falfehoods  contained  in  it,  are  not  impu- 
table  to  the  Speaker,  though  his  extreme  credulity,  in  taking 
fo  readily  upon  truft  the  unfupported  afiertions  of  a  def- 
perate,  difappointed,  dogmatic,  political  railer,  is  juftly 
blameable. 

And  now,  fir,  fee  how  the  account  of  political  integrity 
and  confiftency  ftands  with  you.     You  received  fifty  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  aflerting  the  independence  of  the  Irifh  le- 
giflature  on  that  of  Britain :  you  immediately  afterwards  op- 
pofed  the  neeeflity  of  renunciation  of  the  power  of  legiflating 
for  Ireland  on  the  part  of  Britain,  the  only  meafure  which 
could  annihilate  fuch  power  and  eftablifh  and  fecure  the  in- 
dependence of  Irifti  legiflation.     In  your  prefent  addrefs  you 
preach  up  the  doctrine  of  the  neceffity  of  felf-legiflation,  as 
you  have  often  done  before  ;  yet  in  the  very  laft  feflion  of 
parliament,  you  maintained  with  all  your  power,  and  with 
the  utmoft  violence,  the  juftice  and  propriety  of  the  Englifh 
Houfe  of  Commons  interfering  in  matters  of  internal  legifla- 
tion in  Ireland,  and  dictating  to  the  Irifli  parliament  what 
meafures  they  ftiould  purfue,    and  what  laws  they  {hould 
enact,  and  that  if  the  Irifti  parliament  {hould  decline,  even 
unanimoufiy,  tire  adoption  of  fuch  meafures,  and  enaction  of 
fuch  laws,  it  was  fit  and  proper  that  the  Englifti  Houfe  of 
Commons  ftiould  exercife  an  appellatory  jurifdiction  over  the 
decifions  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  reverfe  them  at  their 
pleafure,  and  take  proper   fteps  to  compel  them   to  adopt 
meafures  directly  contrary  to  fuch  decifions.     Such  has  been 
in  the  lafl  fefTion  your  fupport  of  the  doctrine  of  felf-le- 
giilation !    Your   conduct   on    thefe    occafions  puts  me  in 
mind  of  that  of  a  party  in  the  Irifli  commons  in  the  year 
1640,  compofed  of  Romanifts  and  Puritans,  the  conilituent 
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parts  of  the  faclion  of  which  you  at  prcfent  aflume  the  ftation 
of  leader.  Such  party  prevailed  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
of  Ireland,  fo  far  to  betray  their  own  independence,  as  to 
fend  a  petition  by  two  agents,  Mr.  Bellew  and  Mr.  CafhelJ, 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  England,  praying  them  to  re- 
drefs  the  then  pretended  grievances  of  Ireland,  which  pe- 
tition was  prefented  on  the  i3th  of  November  1640,  at  the 
bar  of  the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  fee  Carte's  Ormond, 
id  vol.  p.  1155  the  Iriih  Houfe  of  Commons  of  that  day, 
agreed  to  fuch  petition ;  you  could  not  perfuade  the  Irifli 
Commons  in  1797  to  be  guilty  of  a  fimilar  piece  of  treachery 
to  the  nation.  You  and  a  few,  a  very  few  others  only  of 
that  Houfe  in  1797,  were  found  mean  enough  to  contend  for 
a  controlling  power  in  the  Britifh  commons  over  the  parlia- 
ment of  your  country,  at  the  very  time  you  pretended  to 
affert  its  right  of  felf-legiflation. 

Having  thus,  fir,  in  general  remarked  on  the  flagitious 
tendency  of  your  addrefs,  and  the  more  prominent  falfe- 
hoods  and  mifreprefentations  contained  in  it,  and  expofed 
the  true  caufes  of  the  no&urnal  murders  and  robberies, 
which  of  late  have  difgraced  the  country,  I  (frail  now  take 
the  liberty  of  adverting  to  the  two  meafures  which  you  ftate 
to  be  the  only  methods  by  which  thefe  diforders  can  be  fup- 
prefled  ;  which  meafures,  with  'equal  fraud  and  falfehood, 
you  are  pleafed  to  dignity  with  the  titles  of  emancipation  and 
reform  ;  and  I  {hall  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the  arguments 
by  which  you  have  attempted  to  fupport  the  neceflity  of  them. 
I  hope  to  make  it  clear  tQ  every  reader,  that  by  the  firft  you 
really  mean  the  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  eftablimment  in 
church  and  ftate  ;  and  by  the  fecond,  a  republican  govern- 
ment feparated  from,  and  independent  oF Great  Britain; 
which  I  (hall  demonftrate,  would,  if  attempted,  be  attended 
by  the  defolation  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  fuccefs  in  fuch 
a  meafure,  would  only  perpetuate  defolation  and  mifery. 
Mr.  Grat-  j  fl^u  begin  this  part  of  my  anfwer,  with  obfervations  on 

tan  .s  argu-  ; 

ments  in  your  arguments,  or  rather  rhapfody,  in  fupport  of  what  you 

«nanci°a-  term  Catholic  emancipation.     You  commence   your  argu- 

tion ;  re-  merits  (if  fuch  they  can  be  called)  with  dating  "  that  the 

markson  "fentiments 
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"  fentiments  and  the  principles  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  have  and  refuta- 
"  fufFered  a  mighty  change,  that  the  Irifh  Romanift  of  t 
a  prefent  day,  does  not  hold  the  fame  fentiments  and  opU 
"  nions  held  by  the  Romanifts  in  the  year  1692,  and  that 
"  the  revolution  in  America  ha  1  worked  a  prodigious  alte- 
"  ration  in  the  political  opinions  of  the  Romanifts  of  Ireland." 
Now,  fir,  admitting  all  this  to  be  facl:,  I  cannot  conceive 
how  you  can  apply  it  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  abolifhing 
the  tefts,  by  the  refufal  of  which,  the  Irifh  Romanifts  pre- 
clude themfelves  from  fitting  in  parliament,  and  from  filling 
the  great  offices  of  ftate  ;  as  to  all  other  privileges  they  are 
already  fully  on  a  level  with  their  Proteftant  fellow  fubje&s  ; 
all  it  amounts  to  is  this  ;  the  American  revolution  has  made 
all  the  Irifti  Romanifts  of  the  prefent  day  republicans ;  in 
1692  they  were  royalifts ;  therefore  in  the  prefent  political 
fituation  of  Europe,  it  is  politic  in  the  governors  of  the 
Britifh  Empire  to  transfer  the  powers  of  the  ftate  in  Ireland, 
a  kingdom  dependant  upon  the  imperial  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  from  the  Irifh  Proteftants,  attached  loyalifts,  faith- 
ful fubje£ts,  to  Iriih  Romanifts,  all  republicans,  and  ready  to 
follow  the  example  of  revolted  America.  You  indeed  mark 
the  alteration  in  the  fentiments  and  principles  of  Romanifts, 
which  you  aflert  to  have  happened,  thus:  "  With  the  Irifli 
*c  Catholics  of  the  year  1792,  the  influence  of  pope» 
<{  prieft  and  pretender,  is  at  an  end,"  infinuating  that  the 
impofition  of  exclufive  tefts  on  Irifh  Romanifts,  arofe  from 
fuch  influence,  which  rendered  them  inimical  to  the  prefent 
eftablifhment  in  church  and  ftate  ;  the  firft  part  of  your  af« 
fertion  is  eafily  proved  not  to  be  facl:,  to  wit,  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  pope  and  prieft  over  the  Iri(h  Romanifts,  is  at  an 
end  ;  the  fecond  I  admit  to  be  true  •,  but  the  influence  of  a 
principle  full  as  hoftile  to  the  conftitution  has  fucceeded,  to 
wit,  the  influence  of  pure  democratic  republicanifm.  That 
the  Irifh  Romanifts,  whom  you  call  the  popular  and  energetic 
part  of  them,  (with  which  Irifti  Romanifts  alone  you  arc 
connected,  and  whofe  fentiments  and  opinions  you  con- 
ftantly  obtrude  on  the  public,  as  thofe  of  the  whole  body  of 
Irifh  Ramanifts)  are  (launch  republicans,  and  feparatids  frotai 

H  Great 


xGreat  Britain,  has  been  frequently  acknowledged  and  avow- 
ed by  them,  in  a  great  variety  of  publications-,   amongft 
others  by  the  laboured  account  of  their  proceedings,  fpeeches. 
and  refolutions,  when  afiembled  at  the  Romifti  chapel  in 
Francis-ftreet,  on  the  pth  of  April,   1795,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned.    Separation  from  Britain  is  a  difavowal  of  all 
allegiance  to  his  majefty,  and  as  there  is  now  no  pretender, 
the  Stewart  line  being  extinct,  and  as  the  affiftance  of  the 
French  republic  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  effe&ing  a  fepara- 
tiori,  the  eftablifhment  of  a  republican  form  of  government 
in  Ireland,  muft  be  the  natural  confequence  of  fuch  fepara- 
tion.     Ever  fince  the  decline  of  the  Spanifti  monarchy,  the. 
Irifh  Romanifts   have  looked  to  the  French,  as  the  only 
nation  which  could  enable  them  to  feparate  themfelves  from 
Britain,  and  to  eftablifh  an  independent  government :  they 
attached  themfelves  to  the  houfe  of  Stewart,   as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,  merely  becaufe  the  French  monarch  favoured 
that  houfe  j   and  they  hoped  by  the  intereft  of  the  Stewart 
race,  with  the  monarch  of  France,   to  procure  from  France 
aids  fuflicient  to  effe&  their  only  purpofe,  feparation  ;  they 
were  then  obliged  from  interefted  motives  only,  to  affect 
an  attachment  to  monarchy  ;  but  the  Stewart  race  being  ex- 
tin£l,  and  the  government  of  France  changed  to  a  republic, 
the  Irifh  Romanifts  immediately  adopted  republic**  prin- 
ciples, (I  mean  here  only  thofe  you  ftile  tint  popular  and  ener- 
getic part  of  them)  as  moft  agreeable  to  the  ruling  powers  in 
France,  who  on  that  account  would  be  more  ready  to  aflift 
them  ;  and  feparation  from  Britain  being  their  only  object, 
they  were  ready  to  embrace  republicanifm,  the  moment  it 
appeared  to  them  to  conduce  to  the  attainment  of  that  ob- 
ject.    The  abfurd  argument  which  I  have  often  heard  ad- 
vanced in  favour  of  the  claims  of  Irim  Romanifts  to  political 
power  in  our  ftate,  that  the  Romi/h  religion  attaches  thofe  of 
its  communion  to  a  monarchical  government,  has  beenfufficiently 
refuted  of  late  by  their  own  writers ;  they  perhaps   were 
afraid  that  fuch  arguments  would  do  them  mifchief  with  the 
prefent  ruling  powers  in  France,  and  delay  or  impede  fuc- 
tours  from  that  country,  for  effecting  a  feparation,  they 

therefore 


therefore  took  fome  pains  to  prove  that  the  Romif-h  religion 
fuited  a  republic  full  as  well  as  a  monarchy.     Some  Romifh 
priefts,  very  eminent  in  their  ftations  amongft  perfons  of  that 
communion,  have  taken  care  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  on  Romifh  ti* 
this  topic.     Their  titular  bifhops,  Under  the  pretence  of  pub-  J^p^in 
liming  paftoral  letters,  have  published  pamphlets  highly  in-  Ireland 
flammatory  and  feditious,  particularly  a  man  of  the  name  o 


Hit/ley,  who  has  informed  us  in  his  pamphlet  publiftied  in  tious  libels, 
T  .  .  .  n        under  the 

January,  1797,  that  he  had  been  recently  appointed  bifhop  titie  of  paf, 
of  Waterford  by  the  pope.     This  man,  a  native  of  Ireland,  torallet- 

I  •          r  n  •„        r  tefS:  Part»" 

but  educated  in  fome  Spamm  femmary  or  convent,   was  cularly  one 
brought  back  to  this  kingdom  by  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  for  the  ^"^  a 
avowed  purpofe  of  placing  him  at  the  head  of  a  feminary,  prieft,  im* 
to  be  eftablifhed  here,  for  the  education  of  Romifh  priefts  : 
this  defign  has  been  fince  the  recal  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  car-  Earl 


ried  into  effect  :  and  grants  have  been  obtained  from  parlia-      iara  " 

ment  for  that  purpofe  amounting  to  nearly  thirty-fix  thou- 

fand  pounds,  more  than  half  as  much  of  the  public  money 

as  was  formerly  fquandered  upon  you  ;  and  Mr.  Hufiey  has 

been  made  the  prefident  of  this  feminary.     Notwithftanding 

this  man's  obligations  to  government,  he  publifhed  a  pampk- 

let  at  the  time  before  mentioned,  entitled,  "  A  Paftoral  Let- 

"  ter  to  the  Catholic  Clergy  of  the  united  diocefes  of  Wa* 

"  terford   and  Lifmore,  by  the   Right  Reverend   Doctor 

"  Hufley."     As  the  great  mafs  of  Irifli  property  real  and 

perfonal,  is  in  the  hands  of  Proteftants,  this  writer  in  the 

firft  place  inferts  this  injunclion,  to  his  fubordinate  priefts: 

"  Do  not  permit  yourfelves  to  be  made  the  inftruments  of 

"  the  rich  of  this  world,  (i.  e.  the  Proteftants)  who  will  try 

"  by  adulation,  and  poffibly  by  other  means,  to  make  in- 

"  ftruments  of  you,  over  the  poor  (i.  e.  the  Romanifts)  for 

"  their  own  temporal  purpofes,  and  perhaps  to  render  your 

"  facred  miniftry  odious  to  them.     The  poor  were  always 

"  your  friends  —  they  inflexibly  adhered  to  you,  and  to  thejr 

"  religion,  even  in  the  worft  of  times.     They  fhared  their 

'*  fcanty  meal  with  you  and  with  your  predeceflbrs  ;  and 

"  thereby  preferyed  a  fucceffion  of  fpiritual  paftors  through- 

**  out  the  kingdom  •,  if  they  had  acl:ed  otherwife,  conformed 
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fi  to  the  erron  of  the  nation  (i.  e.  the  Proteftant  religion) 
"  and  imitated  the  conduft  of  the  rich,  who  not  only  fhut 
"  their  doors  againft  you,  but  not  unfrequently  hunted  yott 
"  like  wild  beafts,  I  fhould  not  be  able  to  addrefs  the  prefent 
"  refpedable  body  of  clergy,  under  my  fpiritual  authority." 
He  then  proceeds  to  reprobate  all  Proteftant  places  of  edu- 
cation, and   particularly  the   charter-fchools  eftabliftied  by 
royal  authority,  where  the  children  of  fuch  Romanifts  as 
pleafe  to  fend  them,  are  educated  and  maintained  gratis,  in 
the  following  words  :  "  Remonftrate  with  any  parent,  who 
"  will  be  fo  criminal  as  to  expofe  his  offspring  to  thofe  places 
"  of   education,    where  his  religious  faith   or    morals  are 
"  likely  to  be  perverted.     If  he  will  not  attend  to  your  re- 
"  monftrances,  refufe  him  the  participation  of  Chrift's  body : 
"  if  he  fliould  ftill  continue   obftinate,   denounce  him  to. 
"  the  church,  (i.  e.  excommunicate  him)  in  order  that  ac- 
w  cording  to  Chrift's  commandment,  he  be  confidered  as 
"  a  heathen  and  publican."     After  thus,  as  far  as  lay  in  hi* 
power,  cutting  off  all  friendly  intercourfe  between  Iriflimen 
of  different  religious  perfuafions,  and  drawing  as  ftrong  a 
line  of  feparation  between  them  as  he  poffibly  could,  Mr. 
Hufley  proceeds  thus :  "  If  in  any  of  your  diftri&s,   the 
"  Catholic  military  frequent  Proteftant  places  of  worfhip,  it 
"  is  your  duty  to  expoftulate  with  them,  and  to  teach  them 
"  how  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  Catholic  faith  it  is, 
"  exteriorly  to  profefs  one  faith  and  interiorly  to  believe  ano- 
<c  ther:  an  Irifh  foldier,  ought  not  to  be  afhamed  of  openly 
"  profcfling  the  Catholic  religion^-/^  religion  of  Iri/hmen" 
(in  Italics)  "  inftrucT:  them,  that  in  all  matters    regarding 
"  the  fervice  of  the  king,  their  officers  are  competent  to 
"  command  them,  and  that  they  are  bound  to  obey ;  but  in 
"  matters  regarding  the  fervice  of  the  King  of  kings,  their 
f<  officers  have  no  authority  over  them.  The  many  compulfory 
"  means   lately  employed,  (and  feveral  inilances  of  them 
«  within  this  very  diocefe,  not  many  days  fmce)  to  drive  the 
**  Catholic  military  to  Proteftant  places  of  worftiip,  Alarmed 
"  the  true"  (in  Italics)  "  friends  to  the  king  and  his  fervice, 
<T  and  every  welUwifiier  ^o  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  coun- 

"  try. 


101 

w  try.  Such  unwarrantable  fteps  could  not  make  profelytes 
**  of  the  Catholic  military — it  might,  in  time,  make  them 
**  indifferent  to  all  forms  of  worfhip,  and  thereby  jaco- 
"  binize  them  on  the  French  fcale,  and  perhaps  in  the  hour 
"  of  danger,  induce  them  to  forget  their  duty,  and  their 
"  loyalty,  in  order  to  be  revenged  of  thtir  perfecutors"  The 
dangerous  and  malignant  tendency  of  this  lafl  paflage  can- 
not be  fully  explained,  without  adverting  to  a  few  facts.  It 
is  a  practice  with  the  military  in  Ireland,  when  quartered  in 
towns  in  which  there  are  churches,  to  call  forth  the  foldiers, 
on  the  fabbath  day  on  the  parade,  and  to  march  them  to  the 
church  ;  when  at  the  church  door,  fuch  of  them  as  are  Pro- 
teftants  enter  and  attend  divine  fervice  ;  the  reft  are  difmif- 
fed,  generally  with  an  admonition  to  repair  to  their  refpec- 
tive  places  of  worfhip ;  and  no  Romifh  foldier  is  ever  or- 
dered or  compelled  to  enter  a  Proteftant  church,  and  attend 
during  the  celebration  of  divine  fervice.  A  man  of  the 
name  of  Hyland,  a  private  foidier  in  a  regiment  of  dragoons, 
yefufed  to  attend  the  parade  of  his  regiment  on  a  Sunday 
morning,  alledging  that  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  that 
lie  would  not  march  with  the  regiment  to  the  church  door  ; 
he  was  told,  that  his  marching  with  his  regiment  to  the 
church  door  from  the  parade,  was  a  military  duty,  with 
which  he  was  bound  to  comply,  and  that  he  had  full  liberty 
to  depart  from  the  church  door,  and  go  to  a  Romifli  chapel, 
or  where  elfe  he  pleafed  ;  this  did  not  content  him,  he  per- 
fifted  in  his  refufal  to  obey  his  officer,  he  was  tried  by  a 
court-martial,  condemned  to  be  whipped,  and  being  a  worth- 
kfs  ill  difpofed  fellow,  he  was  afterwards  turned  out  of  the 
regiment.  Tour  popular  arid  energetic  Romanics,  about  this 
time,  were  very  active  in  obftructing  the  recruiting  of  his 
majefty's  army  deftined  to  act  againft  their  friends  the  French, 
and  with  that  view,  they  framed  a  lying  (lory  from  this  tranf- 
action  refpecting  Hyland,  and  publifhed  in  all  their  fcanda- 
lous  prints,  that  Hyland,  a  Romifli  foldier,  had  been  cruelly 
whipped,  for  refufing  to  attend  the  celebration  of  divine 
fervice  in  a  Proteftant  church.  The  calumny  was  recited  in 
the  fpeech  of  M*Nevin,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1795,  at 
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francis-ftreet  chapel;  however  this  ftory  might  have  ope- 
rated on  the  bulk  of  the  lower  order  of  Romanifts,  and  pre- 
vented their  enlifting  in  his  majefty's  fervice,  it  ought  not 
to  have  had  any  operation  on  Mr.  Huffey,  for  he  knew,  from 
his  own  experience,  that  Romifti  foldiers  were  not  com- 
pelled to  attend  the  celebration  of  divine  fervice  in  Proteftant 
churches,  and  were  not  prevented  from  attending  it  in 
chapels  frequented  by  thofe  of  their  own  communion.  He  af- 
ferted  that  he  had  a  commiffion  from  the  pope  to  acl:  as  chief 
almoner  or  chaplain  to  all  the  Romifti  military  in  Ireland  : 
and  the  government  of  the  country  indulged  him  in  the 
liberty  of  vifiting  at  his  pleafure,  the  camp  at  Lehaunftown, 
near  Dublin,  in  which  feveral  regiments  were  quartered, 
moftly  militia,  many  of  the  private  foldiers  of  which  were 
Romanifts.  Here  he  was  permitted  freely  to  exercife  his  func- 
tions as  a  Romifii  prieft,  frequently  celebrating  mafs,  and 
preaching,  without  any  interruption  in  the  camp,  although 
there  were  three  Romifli  chapels  in  the  neighbourhood,  to 
which  the  Romifli  foldiery  had  free  accefs  on  every  ne- 
ceflary  occafion ;  yet  this,  man,  to  give  fome  colour  to  his 
publication  of  this  incendiary  pamphlet  under  the  title  of 
a  paftoral  letter,  ftates  that  there  were  feveral  inftances  with- 
in the  diocefe  of  Waterford,  not  many  days  before  his  pub- 
lication, of  compulfory  means  being  ufed  to  drive  the  Catho- 
lic military  to  Proteftant  places  of  worfhip ;  though  being 
urged  to  mention  thefe  inftances,  he  could  not  produce  one. 
The  county  Fermanagh  regiment  of  militia,  when  this  pre- 
tended paftoral  letter  was  publifhed  in  Waterford,  was  quar- 
tered in  that  city.  The  commanding  officer  was  informed, 
that  Mr.  HuiTey  had  faid,  that  thefe  inftances  of  compulfion 
had  happened  in  tfiat  regiment  -,  the  Romifli  foldiers  in  the 
regiment  were  very  few  ;  and  he  ordered  immediate  enquiry 
to  be  made,  whether  any  fuch  compulfion  had  been  prac- 
tifed  on  any  foldiers  in  the  regiment,  and  being  anfwered  in 
the  negative,  he  and  his  officers  wrote  a  very  civil  card  to 
Mr.  Hufiey,  then  in  Waterford,  requefting  that  he  would 
let  them  know,  whether,  in  his  letter,  he  alluded  to  any  oc- 
currence, which  he  might  have  heard  had  happened  in  the 
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Fermanagh  regiment ;  afluring  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  no 
compulfory  means  had  been  employed,  to  drive  any  Romifh 
foldier  in  that  regiment,  to  a  Proteftant  place  of  worfhip. 
To  this  card  Mr.  Hufley  never  condefcended  to  write  an 
anfwer :  and  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  after  waiting  fome 
time  for  an  anfwer,  publifhed  their  card  in  the  daily  newf- 
papers.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  Hufley  declined  all  anfwer,  per- 
fectly confcious  that  he  had  publiftied  a  falfehood  refpecling 
the  military,  and  being  unwilling  to  acknowledge  it,  and 
apologize  for  it,  even  on  the  fcore  of  misinformation,  be- 
caufe  fuch  acknowledgment  would  defeat  the  «nd  for  which 
he  had  invented  it,  to  wit,  to  awake  and  encourage  dif- 
•content  amongft  the  foldiery,  and  difinclination  to  thefervice. 
If  Mr.  Hufley  in  ftating  that  compulfory  methods  had  been 
employed  to  drive  the  Catholic  military  to  Proteftant  places 
of  worfhip  meant,  that  the  Romifh  foldiers  were  obliged  to 
attend  on  the  parades  on  Sunday  mornings,  and  from  thence 
march  to  the  doors  of  Proteftant  churches  with  their  Pro- 
teftant fellow  foldiers,  the  performance  of  fuch  military 
duty  no  way  interfered  with  their  religious  perfuafion,  as 
they  were  not  oblige^  to  enter  the  church,  and  attend  the 
•celebration  of  divine  fervice  within  it,  but  we^e  always  dif- 
mifled  at  the  door  ;  and  Mr.  Hufley  could  in  fuch  proceeding 
find  no  caufe  of  complaint.  It  is  plain  then,  when  he  com- 
plains of  force  being  employed  to  drive  the  Catholic  military 
to  Proteftant  places  of  worfhip,  he  meant  that  the  Romifh 
foldiers  were  forced  to  attend  to  the  celebration  of  divine 
fervice  in  Proteftant  churches,  which  as  I  before  obferved  is 
a  direct  falfehood. 

Mr.  Hufley  then  proceeds  to  clear  the  Irifh  Romanifts 
from  the  imputation  of  being  royalifts,  which  he  confiders  a 
groundlefs  calumny  on  that  body  of  people  ;  he  even  aims  at 
eloquence  on  this  topick,  and  thus  declaims  :  "  As  the  Ca- 
"  tholic  faith  is  a  religion  preached  to  all  nations,  and  to  all 
"  people  ;  fo  it  is  fuitable  to  all  climes,  and  all  forms  of  go- 
*'  vernment-^-monarchies  or  republics — ariftocracies  or  de- 
u  mocracies ;  defpotic  or  popular  governments  are  not  the 
1*  concerns  of  the  Catholic  faith.  It  may  well  fuit  a  fmall 
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"  fed  (meaning  the  Proteftant  religion)  to  regulate  its  creed 
"  and  form  of  worfhip,  according  to  the  fhape  or  form  of 
4<  government,  of  the  limited  boundaries  where  that  fe£t 
"  arofe,  exifts,  and  dies  away.  Not  fo  the  religion,  which 
"  the  prophet  foretold  (hould  extend  from  the  rifing,  to  the 
tf  fetting  fun,  it  is  therefore  called  the  Catholic  or  uni- 
"  verfal  religion.'*  But  Mr.  Hufley  does  not  clofe  his  paf- 
toral  inftru&ions  here,  he  endeavours,  with  all  his  powers,  to 
inflame  the  Irifh  'Romanifts  againft  their  Proteftant  country- 
men by  a  picture  of  the  condition  of  Irifh  Romanifts  whilft 
the  Popery  laws  were  in  force,  blazoned  and  embellifhed 
with  the  boldeft  ftrokes  and  moft  glaring  colours  of  falfe- 
hood  and  malice,  and  fubfcribed  by  a  menace,  of  fo  in- 
folent  and  daring  a  nature,  that  I  cannot  help  exclaiming 
with  the  Roman  poet, 

Quid  domini  facient,  ancient  cum  talia  fures! 

Whenpajlor  Hujfiy  and  hisfock  of  United  Irijhment  withfuch 
menaces  already  in  their  mouths,  Jhall  become  our  mafters,  'what 
are  ive  to  expect  !  Thus  proceeds  this  Romijh prleft  rampant  : 
"  If  the  conduct  of  the  Catholic  laity  has  always  been  loyal 
**  and  peaceable,  even  in  the  worft  of  times,' — if  even  when 
a  religious  penalties  made  them  total  ftrangers  in  their 
<c  native  land — if  when  the  ruling  party"  (that  is,  the  Pro- 
teftants)  "  with  infolence  in  their  looks,  and  oppreffion  in 
**  their  hands,  ground  them  down — when  fome  of  the  moft 
*'  powerful  men  in  the  nation  declared  in  the  fenate,  that 
'*  they  hoped  to  fee  the  day  when  no  Catholic  would  dare 
cc  to  fpeak  to  a  Proteftant  with  his  hat  on— when  even  the 
<c  courfe  of  juftice  was  perverted,  and  the  channel  of  it  dried 
"  up,  according  to  the  prejudices  and  party  views  of  the 
"  judges  who  fat  upon  the  bench,  and  were  paid  for  the 
<?  impartial  a.dminiftration  of  it,  by  taxes  levied  on  the  op- 
"  prefled  fufierers.'?  .And  then  after  ftating  that  fome  of 
thefe  Pcpery  laws  had  been  lately  repealed,  he  continues, 
<fc  That  however  a  junto"  (in  large  letters)  "  for  their  own 
<c  interefted  or  their  finifter  views,  may  raife  mobs  to  try  to 
*'  throw  obftacles  againft  the  total  repeal  of  them,  yet  all 
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"  their  efforts  muft  be  ufelefs — the  vajl  rock  is  already  detached 
*c  from  tie  mountain's  brow,  and  whoever  Jhall  oppofe  its  defcent 
9t  and  removal,  muft  be  crufted  by  his  own  rajk  endeaitours" 
And  he  does  not  conclude  this  malignant  inflammatory  libel, 
without  overftepping  all  bounds  of  truth,  in  the  moft 
notorious  manner,  to  encourage  the  Irifli  Romanifts,  already 
goaded  by  recitals  of  invented,  aggravated,  and  magnified 
oppreffions,  to  revolt,  by  multiplying  their  relative  number 
to  that  of  Proteftants,  and  ftating,  "  That  nine  tenths  of 
*'  the  nation  at  large,  and  ninety  nine  hundredths  of  the 
"  diocefes  of  Waterford  and  Lifmore,  are  ftill  faithful  and 
"  fteady  Catholics,  notwithstanding  what  they  and  their  an- 
<c  ceftors  fuffered  for  their  fidelity,  and  for  which  they  are 
4t  as  unrivalled  in  the  hiftory  of  the  church,  as  infulated  an 
"  exception  to  the  prevaricating  ver£atility  of  man,  as  the 
<c  geographical fituation  of  the  ifland  itjelfis  to  the  reft  of  the 
"  world." 

The  reflexions  thrown  out  in  this  performance  againft  the 
Proteftant  anceftors  of  the  prefent  race  of  Irifh  Proteftants, 
for  enacling  that  code  of  laws  (tiled  Popery  laws — againft  the 
laws  themfelves — and  againft  the  judges  who  adminiftered 
them,  require  fome  obfervations  ;  as  well  as  the  aflertion 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Romifh  laity  of  Ireland  has  been 
always  loyal  and  peaceable,  even  in  the  word  of  times ;  I  have 
already  obferved  that  the  fuperficial  contents  pf  Britain  bear 
to  thofe  of  Ireland  the  proportion  of  three  and  a  half  to  one, 
Britain  altogether  is  certainly  better  peopled  in  proportion 
than  Ireland,  but  fuppofing  it  equally  peopled,  its  population 
muft  be  to  that  of  Ireland  in  the  proportion  of  feven  to  two. 
The  Romanifts  in  Britain  do  not  amount  to  a  two  hundredth 
part  of  its  inhabitants  :  in  eftimating  the  relative  numbers  of 
inhabitants  they  are  of  no  account :  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
land not  more  than  two  thirds  are  Romanifts,  as  has  been 
often  fully  proved,  the  reft  are  Proteftants.     So  that  in  the 
population  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in  Europe,  the  Proteftants 
are  to  the   Romanifts,  in  the  proportion  of  about  twenty 
three  to  four,  or  nearly  fo  to  one,  which  Is  the  fair  way  of 
Counting  the  relative  number  of  different  rejigious  per- 
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fuafions  m  a  great  Empire,  from  which  to  draw  conclufions  of 
the  propriety  of  political  predominancy  of  one  over  the  other : 
and  not  from  partial  calculations  of  the  numbers  in  par- 
ticular diftrifts  of  that  empire,  the  fophiftical  method  of  argu- 
ment adopted  by  you,  fir,  and  your  affbciates,  when  you 
urge  the  propriety  of  Romifti  predominancy  in  Ireland,  and 
of  abolifhing  the  Proteftant  eftablifhment. 

The  Iriih  Romanifts  in  four  defperate  and  general  rebel- 
lions, againft  their  fovereign,  each  attended  by  the  defolation 
of  the  kingdom,  attempted  to  eftablifli  the  Romifti  religion 
in  Ireland,  and  a  government  feparated  from,  and  indepen- 
dent on  Britain;  to  wit,  Defmond's,  Tyrone's,  Sir  Phelim 
O  Neil's,  and  that  which  ended  in  the  year  1691.  In  all 
thefe  they  were  fubdued  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  Pro- 
teftant fubjecls  of  the  Empire,  Englifh,  Scotch  and  IrUh. 
Such  has  been  the  loyalty  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  afferted 
by  Mr.  Hufley  to  have  always  continued,  even  in  the  worft 
of  times  ;  it  feems  loyalty  and  rebellion  arefynonimous  terms 
in  his  vocabulary.  After  the  clofe  of  the  laft  rebellion  in 
1691,  very  great  numbers  of  the  Iriih  Romanifts,  having 
entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  French  nation,  then,  and  ever 
fince,  hoftile  to  the  Britifti  Empire ;  the  Proteftants  of  the 
Empire,  haraffed  by  fo  many  rebellions  of  the  Irifli  Roman-' 
ids,  which  fprouted  out  in  fucceffion  like  Hydra's  heads,  and 
perceiving  that  the  body  of  Irifh  Romanifts  in  the  fervice  of 
France,  was  conftantly  recruited  from  Ireland,  and  that  their 
hoftile  difpofition  to  the  Proteftants  had  by  no  means  ceafed, 
but  would  infallibly  excite  them  to  a  new  rebellion,  as  foon 
as  their  recruited  ftrength,  like  the  renovated  locks  of 
Sampfon,  and  the  encreafing  power  of  the  French  monarchy, 
could  infpire  them  with  any  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  found  it  ab- 
folutely  neceiTary  to  adopt  fuch  meafures,  and  enacl:  fuch 
laws,  as  feemed  beft  calculated  to  prevent  the  repetition  of 
fuch  convulfions,  which  had  been  before  fatal  to  multitudes 
of  Irifh  fubje&s,  Romanifts  as  well  as  Proteftants,  and  highly 
calamitous  to  all ;  from  fuch  confiderations  fprung  the  popery 
jaws,  they  were  founded  on  neceflity  and  reafon,  and  no- 
thing can  demonftrate  the  wifdom  and  expediency  of  them 
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fo  much,  as  that  whilft  they  remained  part  of  the  laws  of  the 
land,  the  Romanifts,  refident  in  Ireland,  if  not  loyal  in  fen- 
timent,  were  paflively  loyal,  and  remained  perfectly  quiet ; 
becaufe  they  dared  not  be  otherwife  ;  during  that  period,  we 
never  heard  of  unlawful  Romifti  conventions,  nor  of  traitor- 
ous fpeeches  made  at  unlawful  aflemblies  in  RomiCh  Chapels; 
we  never  heard  of  a  Romifti  banditti  ftiled  United  Irijfj- 
tnent  nor  of  their  nightly  affaffinations  and  depredations  ;  all 
thefe  are  the  blefled  fruits  of  the  repeal  of  that  code,  as  are 
the  inflammatory,  menacing,  and  ranting  harangues  and  pub- 
lications of  you,  fir,  of  your  colleague  Tone,  and  of  the 
Romifh  Prieft,  Hufiey,  the  chaplain  and  emifiary  of  the  Mar- 
quis Del  Campo,  who  whilft  employed  in  the  honourable  of- 
fice of  Spanifh  embaffador  in  England,  acled  the  diflionoura^ 
ble  part  of  fpy  to  the  French   Jacobins  then  at  war  with 
the  Britifh  Empire.     This  prieft  is  the  precious  importation 
of  Earl  Fitz william,  whofe  Primer  Minifter  you  were  ;  it  is 
pretty  plain  that  you  are  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Hufiey, 
for  your  fentiments    in   your  addrefs,   correfpond    exactly 
with  his,  in  his  paftoral ;  you  have  even  imitated  his  ftile ; 
the  fame  paufes,  the  fame  interjections,  and  the  fame  dog- 
matick  fentences  ;  nay  you  have  gone  farther  :  as  he  inter- 
larded his  performance  with  quotations  from  fcripture,  an4 
ornamented  it  with  all  the  canting  hypocritical  garb  of  the 
Cromwellian  fanaticks,  fo  you  have  condefcended  to  infect 
in  your  addrefs   allufions   to  the  facred   writings,  nay  to 
honour  them  with  the  title  of  holy  writ.    I  advife  you,  fir,  to 
take  care — be  more  on  your  guard— perhaps  fome  of  your 
{launched  adherents  may  fufpecl  you  of  Chriftianity,  and 
begin  to  think,  that  you  are  not  fo  found  a  French  philofo- 
pher,  as  you  have  heretofore  profefled  to  be.    Such  opinion, 
fir,  would  injure  your  reputation  for  fincerity  with  your  af- 
fociates  in  the  caufe  in  which  you  are  embarked  :  what  would 
your  colleague  Tone,  fay  ?  1  certainly,  fir,  entertain  no  fuch 
fufpicion  of  you,  however,  I  give  you  this  hint,  fas  eft  et  ab 
ho/ie  dcceri.   I  will  fo  far'  humble  myfeif,  fir,  in  your  opinion, 
as  to  confefs  that  I  am  a  fincere  chriftian  in  theory  ^  I  am 
pne  of  thofe  perfons,  whom  you  ridicule  in  your  addrefs, 
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under  the  name  of  Dreamers ;  whofe  underftandings  are  at  * 
Hand,  and  whofe  principles  of  civil  government,  loyalty,  and 
religion,  being  long  fince  rooted  in  that  ftationary  under* 
{landing,  are  by  no  means  ftiaken  or  influenced  by  the  revo- 
lutions of  America  or  France.  The  glaring  mifreprefentati- 
ons  of  the  behaviour  of  Irifh  Proteftants  to  their  Romifti 
countrymen,  whilft  fubjeclt  to  the  regimen  of  popery  laws  ; 
and  the  falfe  and  infamous  reflexions  on  the  judges  of  the 
land,  ftated  in  the  lafl  paragraphs  I  have  quoted  of  this  pre- 
tended paftoral  letter,  are  all  calculated  to  revive  old  animofi- 
ties,  and  inflame  the  hatred,  which  the  native  Irifh  are 
known  to  harbour,  againft  all  Englifhmen  and  Proteftants ; 
and  it  muft  be  confefled  the  Prieft  is  an  adept  in  the  fcience 
of  exafperating  aggravation,  and  a  very  proper  and  able  agent 
for  the  Marquis  Del  Campo  who  now  is,  or  lately  was, 
Spanifti  embaflador  at  Paris.  One  flroke  of  his  refpefting 
the  judges  of  the  land  is  worthy  of  particular  remark ;  he 
dates  that  they  denied  juflice  to  all  Iri(h  Romanifts,  though 
they  were  paid  for  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  it,  by  taxes 
levied  on  the  opprefled  fufFerers  ;  by  the  calculations  lately 
made  relating  to  the  tax  of  hearth-money,  it  was  computed 
that  there  were  in  Ireland  two  millions  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  perfons  who  were  fo  poor,  that  they  could  not  pay 
the  hearth-money  tax,  at  leaft  without  the  greateft  hardfhip : 
and  that  numbers  of  them  on  that  account  were  excufed  from 
the  payment.  Thefe  two  millions  one  hundred  thoufand 
were  the  inhabitants  of  wretched  habitations,  called  cabins, 
in  each  of  which  there  was  only  one  fire  hearth,  and  the  tax 
(if  levied)  would  amount  in  the  year  to  four-pence  per  head 
only;  of  thefe,  nine-tenths  at  leafl  were  Romanifts,  in  facl: 
they  were  the  bulk  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  and  thefe  people 
were  chargeable  with  no  other  tax  whatfoever,  and  there- 
fore their  contribution  to  the  expences  of  the  (late,  in  which 
are  included  the  falaries  of  the  judges,  could  have  been  very 
little  indeed  ?  It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  all  laws  which 
peculiarly  affe&ed  Irifh  Romanifts  in  their  reftridions  or  pro- 
vifions  have  been  repealed,  and  that  an  Irifh  Romanift  is 
ROW  in  every  refpecl:  on  an  equality  in  point  of  privilege  with 
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an  Irifli  Proteftant,  fave  that  the  teft  required  to  be  taken 
by  all  members  of  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons,  and 
by  about  30  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  excludes  them  from 
parliament  and  from  thefe  offices,  as  they  refufe  to  take  it. 
Mr.  Hufley,  after  dating  that  a  great  part  of  the  popery 
laws,  which  he  ililes  impolitic  religious  penalties^  are  now  re- 
moved, mentions  that  the  reft,  that  is,  the  tefts,  are  in  fuch 
a  ftate  of  progrefs  to  be  totally  removed,  that  if  any  body  of 
people  fhall  prefume  to  throw  obftacles  in  the  way  of  fuch 
removal,  they  will  be  cruftied  by  their  own  rafh  endeavours ; 
heightening  this  threat  and  rendering  it  more  terrible,  by 
the  fimile  of  a  monflrous  rock  rolling  down  from  a  precipice 
upon  them,  and  reducing  them  to  atoms  in  a  moment.    The 
perfons  he  fuppofes  may  defign  to  throw  obftacles  in  the 
way,  he  calls  a  junto>  meaning  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  in 
general,  the  probable  agents  in  creating  obftacles  he  call$ 
mobs.     Sir,  the  aflurance  of  this  man  is  very  nearly  equal  to 
your   own.     Surely  the  undaunted  fpirit  of  political  lying 
never  manifefted  itfelf  more  openly,  than  in  this  pried,  on 
this   occafion.     Mobs,   fir,    all   perfons,    your   friends  and 
enemies  know  and  admit  are  the  tools  with  which  you  and 
your  aflbciates  work.     The  bulk  of  mobs,  though  they  may 
be  guided  by  perfons  of  fuperior  rank,  are  always  the  indi- 
gent and  uninformed  clafles  of  fociety,  and  Mr.  Hufley  ad- 
mits, that  fuch  clafles  are  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  compofed 
of  Romanifts.     But  the   collections  of  people  whom  Mr. 
Hufley  means   to  reprefent  as  mobs,  are  the  great  corpo- 
rations, and  the  grand  juries  of  the  feveral  counties,  of  the 
kingdom,  all  of  whom  have  at  different  times  exprefied  their 
decided  opinions  againft,  and  deprecated,  the  repeal  of  the 
parts  of  the  Popery  laws  which  were  abrogated  in  1793,  and 
againft  all  further  relaxations  of  them  ;  and  upon  what  found 
reafons  they  grounded  their  opinions  may  be  now  feen  by  the 
conduct  of  you  and  your  aflbciates.     Mr.  Hufley  concludes 
with  an  argument  for  the  feparation  of  this  country  from  the 
Britilh  Empire,  and  grounds  it  with  fufficient  artifice,  as  if 
it  was  an  obfervation  enpaffant^  on  the  geographical  pofition 
ef  Ireland,  that  it  is  a  nation  whofe  infulated  fituation  fepa- 
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fates  it  from  all  the  reft  of  the  world :  and  that  the  perfever- 
ing  difpofition  of  its  natives  is,  as  diftinft  from  that  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  reft  of  the  world,  as  its  geographical  fitua% 
tion  is  from  the  reft  of  the  earth. 

Thus  has  this  Irifh  Romifh  prieft,  under  the  mafk  and 
title  of  a  paftoral  letter,  publifhed  a  libel,  in  which  he  en- 
deavours with  all  his  power  to  draw  a  line  of  everlafting  fepa- 
ration  between  Irifh  Proteftants  and  Romanifts,  and  to  per- 
petuate  hoftility,   to  exafperate   the   Romanift    againft   the 
Proteftant  by  the  moft  rancorous  falfehoods,  recounting  an- 
tiquated hardfhips,  and  exaggerating  them  with  the  moft 
malignant  mifreprefentation  •,  as  he  does  alfo   the  relative 
numbers  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  to  encourage  infurreclion  by 
mifcalculated  ftrength  :  inventing  oppreffions  of  the  Romifh 
military  in  religious  matters  never  exercifed  or  thought  of, 
except  by  himfelf ;  that  under  pretence  of  complaint  on  that 
head,  he  might  introduce  the  doctrine  of  mutiny  againft 
their  officers,  telling  them  that  they  are  not  bound  to  obey 
their  officers  in  fpiritual  matters,  and  referving  to  himfelf, 
and  others  of  his  own  kidney,  the  determination  of  what 
(hall  be  deemed  fpiritual  matters,   that   is,  the   determina- 
tion of,  what  commands  of  their  officers  fhall  be  obeyed  by 
the  Romifh   foldiers,  and  flyly  and  wickedly  fuggefting  to 
the  foldiers,  that  the  proper  opportunity  of  revenge  on  their 
officers,  is  the  time  of  a£lion,  telling  them  they  may  then 
revenge  themfelves  of  their  perfecutors^  fo  he  ftiles  the  offi- 
cers, by  flaughtcring  them  and  deferting  to  the  enemy  ;  in- 
deed, the  main  drift  of  the  libel  feems  to  be,  to  induce  the 
Romifh   foldiers,    on    the    invafion    of   this  country,  well 
known  to  be  defigned  by  the  enemy,    to  cut  the  throats  of 
their  officers  and  join  the  hoftile  battalions,    He  endeavours, 
infidioufly  enough,  to  preach  up  your  own  doclrine,  and  that 
of  your  colleague,  and  of  jour  popular  energetic  Romanifts^ 
that  is,  the  do£lrine  of  feparation  from  Britain,  and  the  efta- 
blifbment  of  a  republic  in  Ireland,  independent  of  Britain, 
and  he'  threatens  abfolute  deftru&ion  to  all  Irifh  Proteftants 
who  (hall  prefume  to  impede  the  progrefs  of  his  meafures, 
exa£Uy  in  the  ffime  (train  with   your  addrefs,  your  three 
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pofts  of  fafety,  and  example  of  the  difmal  fate  of  American 
loyalty  !  Since  the  Irifh  government  deemed  it  neceflary  to 
eftablim  a  femiriary  in  Ireland  for  the  education  of  Romifli 
priefts,  to  obviate  the  ill  effe&s  of  foreign  education,  and 
principles  of  foreign  politics,  imbibed  by  gentlemen  of  that 
perfuafion,  deftined  for  the  miniftry,  and  to  plant  the  prin- 
ciples of  loyalty  to  their  king  in  their  minds  in  the  place  of 
fuch  rank  weeds  of  difaffe&ion,  which  were  hitherto  fuffered 
to  take  root  in  them  ;  furely  no  man  on  earth  could  be 
found  more  unfit  for  the  government  of  fuch  a  feminary 
than  an  Irifh  prieft,  bred  in  Spain,  the  chaplain  and  emif- 
fary  of  the  Marquis  Del  Campo,  whofe  malignant  pen  over- 
flows with  gall  againft  the  Proteftant  fubje&s  of  the  Britifli 
empire  ;  how  long  fuch  a  man  will  be  permitted  to  remain 
prefident  of  the  feminary,  it  refts  with  our  chief  governors 
to  determine.* 

Another  very  eminent  Romifti  ecclefiaftic,  of  whom,  it  The  pafto*. 
is  no  compliment  to  fay,  that  he  is  a  much  more  loyal  fub-  ^  ^^r 
jec~t,  than  the  Salamanca  prieft  juft  mentioned,  publifhed  a  Troy,  titu- 
paftoral  letter  in  the  year  1793.     This  letter  alfo  deviates  in 


a  great  Dublin, 

with  re- 
marks upon 
*  Mr.  Huffey  is  now  removed  from  the  prefidency  of  this  feminary.    He  jt> 

was  not  removed  until  the  ^pth  of  January  laft,  after  this  trail  had  been 
written,  about  a  year  after  the  publication  of  his  pafloral  letter,  and  juft 
three  days  before  the  truftees  appointed  vifitors  of  this  feminary  by  ad  of 
parliament,  all  Romanifts,  (except  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  three  chief 
judges)  and  many  of  them  titular  Romifti  bifhops,  who  in  fact  govern  the 
feminary;  (the  judges  feldom  interfering  $)  prefented  a  petitionto  parliament 
defiring  a  further  pecuniary  aid  to  their  feminary,  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  of 
the  public  money,  which  they  obtained  ;  together  with  an  implied  engage- 
ment from  parliament  to  grant  them  an  annual  ftipend  of  eight  thoufand 
pounds.  And  Mr.  Huffey  was  then  removed  by  them  from  the  prefidency 
of  this  feminary,  not  for  the  publication  of  this  infamous  libel,  but  for  non- 
refidence. 

The  Irifh  Romanifts  were  enabled  by  act  of  parliament  to  found  this  femi- 
nary  for  the  exclufive  education  of  Romifh  priefts  from  the  fubfcriptions  of 
their  own  people  in  1795  ;  and  in  the  year  1798,  when  they  prefented  their 
laft  petition  to  parliament  for  aid,  no  Romanift  either  in  England  or  Ireland, 
had  fubfcribed  a  penny  towards  the  foundation.  They  have  how  obtained 
from  parliament  thirty-fix  thoufand  pounds,  and  an  engagement  to  give  them 
annually  hereafter  eight  thoufand  pounds  for  their  fubfiflence  out  of  the 
public  purfe,  in  the  midft  of  a  moft  expenfive  war. 
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great  meafure  from  its  title,  and  launches  with  fome 
degree  of  temerity  too  far  into  the  ocean  of  politics  The 
author  of  it,  Doctor  Troy,  the  titular  archbifliop  of  Dublin, 
is  univerfally  reputed  a  gentleman  of  great  worth  and  in- 
tegrity ;  I  quote  his  work  merely  to  fhew,  that  even  he, 
whom  I  believe  to  be  as  loyal  a  fubje£l  to  his  fovereign,  as  any 
Romanift  can  be  to  a  Proteftant  prince,  and  himfelf  a  fteady 
royalift,  takes  fome  pains4o  prove,  that  Romanics  have  not, 
as  Romanifts,  any  particular  attachment  to  monarchy  :  he 
thus  writes,  page  26,  "  The  ancient  republics  of  Florence, 
*'  Pifa  and  Sienna  were  eilabliflied  and  governed  by  Roman 
"  Catholics,  who  flill  continue  to  fupport  thofe  of  Poland, 
"  of  Venice,  of  Genoa,  of  Ragufa,  of  Lucca,  and  of  Ma- 
"  rino.  The  Roman  Catholics  form  the  moft  confiderable 
"  part  of  the  Helvetic  union,  and  it  is  remarkable,  that 
"  they  have  adopted  a  democratical,  whereas  the  Calvinifl 
"  and  Zuinglian  cantons,  have  preferred  an  ariftocratical 
"  form  of  government.'*  As  you,  fir,  allege  in  your  ad-^ 
drefs,  that  the  minds  of  the  Romanifts  have  been,  by  the 
American  and  French  revolutions,  greatly  changed,  and  that 
a  very  marvellous  alteration  has  taken  place  in  their  opini- 
ons ;  it  will  not  be  amifs  here  to  give  you  fome  further  quo- 
tations from  this  paftoral  epiftle  of  Doftor  Troy,  publifhed 
in  1793,  he  being  then  and  now  titular  archbiftiop  of  Dub- 
lin, In  page  31,  is  the  following  paflage  :  "  It  is  a  funda- 
**  mental  article  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  that  the 
"  pope  or  bimop  of  Rome,  as  fucceflbr  to  St.  Peter,  prince 
"  of  the  apoftles,  in  that  fee,  enjoys  by  divine  right  a  fpi- 
"  ritual  and  ecclefiaftical  primacy,  not  only  of  honour  and 
(<  rank,  but  of  real  jurifdiElion  ana ]  authority >  in  the  univerfal 
<c  church.-  Roman  Catholics  conceive  this  point  as  clearly 
44  eftablifhed  in  the  fcriptures,  and  by  the  conftant  tradition 
"  of  the  fathers  in  every  age,  as  it  is  by  the  cxprefs  decifions 
*c  of  their  general  councils,  which  they  confider  as  infallible 
"  authority  in  points  of  doctrine."  The  fame  author,  page 
97,  "  Catholics  cannot  confcientioufiy  abjure  the  ecclefi- 
'*  aftical  authority  of  the  bimop  of  Rome.  He  is  guardian 
"  of  the  general  canons,  and  can  alone  difpenfe  with  them, 
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"  prsprio  jure,  or  by  inherent  right.  Others  enjoy  that 
"  power  by  delegation  from  him.  The  ere&ion,  fuppref- 
"  fion  and  union  of  bifliopricks,  and  other  particular  bene- 
"  fices ;  the  elevation  of  fees  to  the  metropolitical  dignity 
"  and  jurifdiclion  ;  the  inftitution  of  general  fafts  and 
"  holidays  ;  difpenfations  from  their  obfervance  ;  the  regufa- 
*c  tion  and  infpe&ion  of  our  liturgy  •,  appeah  from  inferior  ec- 
"  deftaftical  courts  to  his  fupr erne  tribunal ;  the  fufpenfion  and 
"  reftoration  ofbi&opsi'and  numberlefs  other  particulars  of 
ft  our  genera!  church  difcipline  mentioned  in  the  canons,  de- 
"  pend  on  the  pope,  as  on  our  ecclefiaftical  fuperior,  and 
*f  are  connected  with  his  primacy  of  jurifdi£Uori  in  the  uni- 
"  verfal  church.  Henry  the  eighth  of  England,  w^s  the 
"  firft  chriftian  prince,  that  afiumed  ec9lefiaftical  fupreniacy, 
c<  and  commanded  an  enflaved  parliament  to  enacl:  it  as  a 
u  kw  of  the  ftate.  The  Catholics  confider  it  an  ufurpation" 
A  declaration  of  the  principles  of  Romanifts  having  been 
published  in  1792,  drawn  up  by  the  (landing  committee, 
your  popular  and  energetic  Romanifts,  whom  you  reprefent  as 
now  free  from  all  influence  of  pope  and  prieft,  Doftor  Troy 
thus  writes  refpe£ling  that  declaration  and  the  Irifti  laity  of 
his  communion,  page  102  :  "  The  declaration  was  refpe.B- 
"  fully  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Catholic  clergy 
'*  by  the  Catholic  committee,  nor  was  it  publifhed,  till  after 
"  the  clergy  of  Dublin  had  generally  approved  and  Signed 
"  it,  as  containing  nothing  contrary  to  the  articles  of  Catho- 
"  lie  faith  ;  it  was  afterwards  fubfcribed  by  bifliops  and 
"  clergy  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  in  fimilar  terms." 

"  The  Catholic  laity  of  Ireland  refpeft  their  clergy,  and 
"  confider  it  a  duty  to  be  regulated  by  their  determinations 
"  in  all  points  of  religious  doctrine.  They  are  attached  to 
"  their  paftors  and  fpiritual  guides,  who  love  them  as  their 
'*  children  in  Chrift.  Clergy  and  laity  are  united  by  the 
<c  mod  tender  and  interefting  confiderations.  Every  effort 
"  to  diffblve  the  union  muft  prove  ineffectual.  Intereft  and 
u  dutv  continue  to  render  it  indiflbluble.  In  adverfity  and 
"  profperity,  they  mud  rife  or  fall  together."  I  muft  here, 
fir,  remind  you,  that  you  and  your  party  in  the  Houfe  of 
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Commons  in  1793  produced  this  very  declaration  mentioned- 
in  Doctor  Troy's  letter,  and  read  it  in  the  Houfe,  as  a  jufti- 
fication  of  the  tenets  of  the  Romanifts,  and  as  an  argu- 
ment of  their  being  loyal  fubjects,  and  fit  to  be  trufted  with 
the  franchifes  to  be  conferred  on  them  by  the  bill  in  their 
favour  then  before  the  Houfe.     And  yet  when  that  very 
declaration  was  reduced  into  the  form  of  an  oath  ;  and  it  was 
propofed  on  the  debate  of  the  bill,  that  all  Romanifts  who 
fhould  take  the  benefit  of  that  bill,  in  cafe  it  mould  pafs 
into  a  law,  {hould  take  that  oath  ;  you,  and  all  the  Romifh 
party  in  the  Houfe  made  ufe  of  every  argument  you  could 
think  of,  and  every  artifice  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  moft 
ingenious  chicane  to  fuggeft,   to  defeat   the  propofal ;  in 
which  you  would  have  been  fuccefsful,  had  not  fome  very 
leading  interefts  in  the  Houfe,  who  had  been  cajoled  by  the 
minifter  of  that  day,  to  concur  in  this  bill,  taken  the  alarm 
at  this  infamous  duplicity  of  a  party,  founding  their  preten- 
{ions  on  a  declaration  of  their  principles  drawn  up  by  them- 
felves,  and  afterwards  declining  to  verify  their  fincerity  in  thefe 
principles  by  an  oath  ;  and  told  the  minifter  roundly,  that 
they  would  vote  againft,  and  damn,  the  bill,  unlefs  the  oath 
was  inferted  :  the  minifter,  with  whom  on  that  occafion  you 
and  your  party  were  acting  in  concert,  informed  you  of  this 
circumftance,  and  you  were  obliged  moft  reluctantly  to  con- 
fent  to  the  infertion  of  the  oath  in  the  bill,  modified  how- 
ever, and  much  reduced  below  the  ftrength  of  the  declara- 
tion.    It  has  given  me  pain,  in  reading  Doctor  Troy's  let- 
» i(0  c°ferve  to  wnat  lamentable  and  fophiftical  cafuiftry, 
as  he  is,  of  learning  and  good  underftanding,  and, 
(detached  from  extreme  bigotry  to  his  feet)  of  great  inte- 
grity, is  reduced,  to  reconcile  that  part  of  the  declaration, 
it  ivas  no  part  of  the  faith  of  a  Romanijl^  that  the 
i nfattibb)  to  the  avowed  doctrine  of  the  Romifh 
tnat  point.     In  fhort,  let  any  honeft  Proteftant 
of  tolerable  underftanding  and  learning  read  this  paftoral 
letter  of  Doctor  Troy  attentively  through,  and  let  him  take 
>it  for  granted,  as  I  do,  that  he  has  therein  fairly  fet  forth 
and  explained  the  doctrines  of  the  Romifh  church,  and  it 
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will  be  impoflible  for  him  not  to  conclude  and  determine, 
that  the  votaries  of  a  feel,  holding  fuch  doftrines,  are  there- 
by completely  difqualified  from  being  either  legiflators  or  dif- 
penfers  of  the  law,  in  a  Proteftant  ftate  :  and  that  it  would 
be  infanity  to  admit  them  to  either  of  thefe  functions.     Your 
firft  argument  then  in  favour  of  what  you  are  pleafed  to  ftile 
emancipation,  to  wit,  that  Romanifts  are  not  now  what  they 
v/ere  formerly,  for  that  they  have  freed  themfelves  lately 
from  all  influence  of  pope,  prieft,  or  pretender,  and  that 
therefore  they  mould  be  admitted  into  parliament,  and  ren- 
dered capable  of  filling  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate,  is  found- 
ed entirely  on  your  own  ipfe  dixi — your  own  dogmatic  afler- 
tion,  your  conftant  and  only  argument — not  only  without 
proof,  but  in  contradiction  to  the  inceflant  publications  of 
your  committee  of  nine,  your  popular  and  energetic  Roman- 
iftsy  and  of  every  diftinguifhed  member  of  the  Romifh  com- 
munion who  have  thought  proper  to  publifli  their  opinions 
on  this  fubjecl:.    The  influence  of  the  pretender  I  have  (hewn 
already  to  be  out  of  the  queftion  ;   your  popular  and  energetic 
Romam/js  are  now  under  the  influence  of  a  more  dangerous 
principle  than  attachment  to  the  pretender,  and  more  inimi- 
cal to  our  conftitution ;  inafmuch  as  the  influence  of  the  pre- 
tender over  them  induced  them  to  endeavour  to  transfer  the 
imperial  diadem  of  Britain,  to  which  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
is  annexed,  and  on  which  it  is  dependant,  from  the  brows 
of  one  prince,  to  encircle  the  head  of  another.     But  the  in- 
fluence of  republicanifm  over  them,  teaches  them  to  over- 
throw the  conftitution  by  fubftituting  in  the  place  of  the  mo- 
narchy, a  democratic  republic  ;  and  to  deftroy  the  unity  of 
the  Britim  Empire  by  tearing  Ireland  from  it.     The  influ- 
ence of  pope  and  prieft  over  the  Irith  Romanifts,  which  is 
one  and  the  fame  influence,  remains  as  it  always  did  and 
always  will  remain,  as  long  as  they  (hall  continue  to  be  Ro- 
manifts, becaufe  it  is  of  the  very  eflence  of  their  religion,  and 
cannot  expire  but  with  their  religion  :  and  it  is  the  very  prin- 
ciple of  their  religion,  which  in  a  Proteftant  ftate  excludes 
them  from  the  functions  of  legiflation  or  execution  of  the 
laws.  1 2 
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Befides  the  arguments  already  adduced  to  prove  that  this 
influence  exifts  unimpaired  with  the  Romanifis,  there  is  one 
argument,  which,  exclufive  of  all  others,  proves  it  to  dc- 
monft ration,  and  that  is,  the  rejection  of  the  oath  of  fupre- 
roacy  by  the  Romanifts,  they  will  not  abjure  the  power  of 
the  pope.  The  oath  of  fupremacy  is,  that  no  foreign  prince, 
prelateyftate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  jur  if  dic- 
tion, power,  f'iperiority,  pre-eminence,  or  authority  ecclefiaftical 
or  fpiritual  'within  this  realm.  I  (hall,  fir,  before  I  finifli, 
more  fully  explain  the  reafons  of  the  incapacity  of  Roman- 
ills  to  exercife  certain  civil  functions  from  this  influence  of 
the  pope  over  them  ;  at  prefent  I  have  ftated  enough  to  over- 
turn your  firft  argument  in  favour  of  Romifli  exaltation 
anting  from  the  extinction  of  all  influence  of  pope,  prieft, 
and  pretender,  over  them,  fo  roundly  and  fo  groundlefsly 
afferted  by  you.  But  as  in  this  part  af  my  anfwer  I  have 
mentioned  and  quoted  Doclor  Troy's  paftoral  letter,  I  can- 
not avoid  obferving,  that  this  letter  contains  fome  of  the 
leaven,  of  which  there  is  fuch  an  exuberance  in  the  feditious 
libel  already  mentioned  of  Mr.  Hufiey.  The  following  paf- 
fage  is  to  be  found  in  page  99  of  Doctor  Troy's  letter  :  "  At 
u  this  day,  Proteflantifm  is  the  eftablifhedyfate  religion  in 
*'  Ireland  ;  the  Catholic  religion  is  that  of  the  Iri/h  people  :" 
In  the  fame  fpirit,  Mr.  HufTey  aflerts,  "  that  popery  is  the 
*(  religion  of  Iri/hmen  /'  Both  very  ftrongly  infinuating,  that 
the  Proteflants  of  Ireland  are  fo  infignificant  a  body  of  men 
(though  in  number  one  third  at  lead,  and  in  property  and 
power  twenty  parts  out  of  twenty-one,  of  the  whole  people) 
that  when  the  word  people  is  made  ufe  of,  they  are  not  entitled 
to  any  notice  or  confideration  ;  this  ferves  to  animate  the 
Romifh  party,  by  magnifying  their  ftrength,  and  depreciating 
that  of  the  Irifli  Proteftants.  Menace  alfo  is  not  entirely 
Omitted  in  Do6lor  Troy's  letter,  though  introduced  with  more 
addrefs  and  caution,  than  are  ufed  by  Mr.  Hufley.  The  quo- 
tation from  Tertullian,  addrefling  the  Roman  emperors  and 
other  pagans  on  behalf  of  the  chriftians  in  page  1 2  of  Doclor 
Troy's  letter,  deferves  notice,  in  which  the  account  of  the 
numbers  of  chriftians,  and  their  ability  to  do  mifchief  to  the 
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Roman  empire,  nay,  to  overturn  it,  at  that  time,  if  they 
were  fo  inclined,  is  evidently  applied  by  the  Doctor  to  the 
prefent  ftate  of  Ireland  :    His   majefty  and  his  Proteftant 
Irifh  fubjects,  being  alluded  to  by  the  pagans,  and  the  Irifli 
Romanifts  by  the  chriftians.     The  fame  allufion  is  continued 
in  fubfequent  quotations  reflecting  the  perfecutions  of  chrif- 
tians by  Pagan  and  Arian  emperors  and  kings  ;  and  as  I  have 
a  perfonal  refpect  for  Doctor  Troy,  which  I  aflure  you,  fir, 
1  do  not  entertain  for  you,  for  Mr.  Hufley,  or  your  aflbciates, 
I  do  earneftly  recommend  it  to  Doctor  Troy  hereafter  to 
employ  his  pen,  in  fetting  before  the  people  of  his  perfuafion, 
that  they  now  enjoy,  equally  with  their  Proteftant  country- 
men, every  advantage  of  a  free  conftitution,  the  envy  and 
admiration  of  every  nation  on  earth,  where  the  nature  of 
that  conftitution  is  underftood  ;  in  preference  to  roufing  into 
action  thofe  furies,  deftructive  of  ihe  human  race,  revenge, 
envy,  avarice,  and  ambition,  by' the  publication  of  threats 
and  ill-confidered  and  erroneous  calculations  of  the  relative 
numbers,  ftrength,  and  power  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts :  which 
if  fairly  compared  with  the  real  ftrength  of  the  Irifh  Protef- 
tants,  arlfing  from  the  combined  energy  of  their  mimbers, 
property,  and  fituation,  will  afford  no  rational  encourage- 
ment even  to  popular  and  energetic  Romanics,  to  commence 
hoftilities  againft  their  Proteftant  countrymen,  if  they  had 
(as  they  have  not)  provocations  fufficient  to  juftify  fuch  dan- 
gerous extremities  :  and  if  compared  with  the  relative  num- 
bers, ftrength,  and  power  of  the  Proteftants  of  the  Britifh 
Empire,  of  which  Ireland  is  only  a  part,  and  which  Protef- 
tants, in  cafe  of  an  Irifh  rebellion,  would  to  a  man  unite 
againft  the  Irifh  Romanifts  :  the  almoft  infinite  difparity  of 
force  muft  enfure  the  defeat  of  fuch  ruinous  projects,  as  well 
as  the  utter  deftrudtion  of  the  projectors  ;  as  it  has  already 
done  on  four  fucceflive  trials  ;  and  it  would  be  wife  in  Doc- 
tor Troy,  and  other  reafonable  men  of  his  profeflion,  ma- 
turely to  confider,  whether  reiterated  menaces  of  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts againft  their  Proteftant  countrymen,  and  extrava- 
gant boafts  of  their  power  and  numbers,  will  not  at  length 
impel  the  Irifh  Proteftants,  on  the  principle  of  felf-defence, 
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to  re-enatT:  the  popery  code,  or  at  lead  fome  parts  of  it, 
which  whilft  it  continued  to  be  part  of  the  law  of  the  land, 
kept  the  Romanifts  quiet,  and  enfured  their  (ubmiflion  to 
their  fovereign  and  the  laws. 

You  (late,  fir,  with- the  mod  dogmatic  impudence,  that 
the  unconftitutional  influence  of  the  crown,  and  the profcnf- 
*jon  of  the  Catholics  were  the  fundamental  caufes  of  our  pre* 
fent  difcontents  and  jealoufies.  As  to  the  firft  caufe,  the  in<- 
fluence  of  the  crown,  it  is  lefs  now  in  this  kingdom,  than  it 
was  before  the  prefent  difcontents  arofe  ;  and  before  I  clofe 
this  anfwer,  I  fhall  demonftrate  that  the  crown  neither  has, 
nor  exercifes,  any  unconftitutional  influence  in  this  kingdom  ; 
as  to  the  fecond  pretended  caufe,  I  have  already  ftated, 
that  it  is  one  of  the  mod  barefaced  and  malignant  falfe- 
hoods,  and  jlanders  .upon  the  Irifh  government,  that  ever 
was  invented  or  propagated,  that  when  you  ventured  to  af- 
fert  it  in  parliament,  you  were  called  upon  to  fubftantiate 
the  accufation  by  fome  proof,  you  never  produced  any,  be- 
caufe  you  could  not,  and  you  now  repeat  the  calumny  again, 
contented  to  fuftain  the  character  of  the  convi&ed,  irreclaim- 
able, and  unrepentant  political  falfifier,  provided  you  can  ex- 
tra£l  from  the  flander  even  the  fmalleft  fpark  of  inflamma- 
tion. The  two  caufes  therefore  afligned  by  you  for  the  pre- 
fent difcontents  could  not  be  the  caufes,  becaufe  they  never 
exifted.  You  then  proceed  to  urge  the  claim  of  the  Roman- 
Further  ar-  ifts,  to  what  you  call  emancipation,  by  alleging,  "  that  the 
MnGrn^  *'  Irifh  Romanlfts  of  the  Prefent  day  have  laid  afide  all  their 
tan  for  "  ancient  prejudices,  that  their  minds  have  been  in  a  ftate  of 
tion.  °  "  "  progreflive  improvement  during-  the  la(t  25  years,  whilft 
**  the  mind  of  the  ftate,  that  is  the  underftandings  of  all 
"  perfons  concerned  in  the  adminiftratiori  of  the  govern- 
"  ment,  ftood  ftill,  and  received  no  improvement  5  that  the 
<f  ftate  was  the  bigot,  and  the  people  the  philofopher.  That 
"  all  perfons  who  oppofed  the  claims  of  the  Romanifts  in 
"  parliament  were  declamatory  dreamers,  and  infinitely  in- 
*'  ferior  in  underftanding  to  the  Romifh  orators  who  figured 
"  away  at  Francis-ftreet  chapel,  as  may  be  fcen  by  the 
"  fpeeches  of  both  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers.  That  the 
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'*  Romifli  newfpaper  publications  of  the  prefent  day,  amongft 
"  which  are  many  of  your  own  lucubrations,  are  the  moft 
"  exquifite  fpecimens  of  erudition,  argument,  and  elocution 
"  that  were  ever  produced :  that  the  clergy  and  higher  order 
'*  of  the  laity  are  now  the  ignorant  clafies  of  fociety,  and  the 
*f  lower  elafles  of  the  people  the  enlightened  :  that  the  Intel- 
**  leftual  vifton  of  thefe  lower  elafles  of  the  people  was  be- 
*'  come  comprehenfive  to  an  aftonifliing  degree  :  that  when 
**  government  complained  of  the  prefs,  they  complained  of 
"  the  fupefiority  of  the  popular  underftanding.     That  when 
"  once  the  powers  of  Intel-left  are  poflefled  by  the  great  body 
**  of  the  nation,  'tis  madnefs  to  hope  to  impofe  on  that  na- 
*'  tion,  civil  or  religious  oppreffion,  particularly  in  thofe  whofc 
<(  under/landings  have  beenjlationaryy  though  their  powers  and 
"  riches  have  been  progrejfive.    That  the  part,  the  moft/f/it- 
"  lar  and  energetic,  of  the  great  body  of  the  Romanifts,  had 
*(  formed  with  the   great  body  of  reformers,  a  Catholic, 
«*  Prefbyterian,  and  Proteftant  league,  for  the  freedom  of 
"  the  Romifh  religion,  and  a  free  and  full  reprefentation  of 
*c  the  people,  burying  theological  difcord  for  ever  in  the 
<(  love  of  civil  and  political  liberty  :  that  the  prefent  Irifli  re- 
"  ligion  is  unanimity  againft  defpotifm."     It  is  here  to  be 
remarked,  that  throughout  your  whole  addrefs  by  the  term 
people^  you  mean  Romanifts  exclufively  5  and  by  the  terms 
higher  elafles,  Proteftants  exclufively,  whofe  minds  you  re- 
prefent  to  be  ftationary,  their  power  and  riches  progreflive,. 
The  above  declamatory  and  diffufive  argument,  in  favour  of 
what  you  ftile  Catholic  emancipation,  may  be  thus  condenfed. 
The  Irifli  Romanifts  of  the  prefent  day  are  not  of  the  fame 
opinions  with  their  anceftors,  they  were  monarchifts ;  the 
prefent  race,  at  leaft  the  moft  popular  and  energetic  part  of 
them,  are  republicans  ;  all  fuch  perfons,  ufurping  the  titles 
of  Proteftants  or  Prefbyterians,  as  are  the  difciples  of  Paine, 
Price  and  Prieftley,  being  alfo  republicans  and  enemies  to 
the  connexion  with  England,  have  embodied  themfelves  into 
a  faction  for  the  purpofe  of  overthrowing  the  conftitution, 
and  forming  a  republic  feparated  from  Great  Britain  :  and 
being  themfelves  unequal  to  the  attempt,  they  have  applied 
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to  the  popular  and  energetic  Romanics  for  aid.  The  views  of 
both  parties  being  the  fame  as  to  feparation  and  republican- 
ifm,  they  have  entered  into  a  league,  the  object  of  which  is, 
the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate.  There- 
fore the  Irifh  Proteftants,  attached  friends  to  the  conftitution, 
ought  to  arm  the  Romanifts  with  additional  political  powers, 
to  enable  them  to  be  more  effective  allies  to  the  deiftical  re- 
publicans in  the  patriotic  work  of  fubverfion  and  feparation. 
Such,  fir,  is  the  abfurd  argument,  you  have  the  prefumption 
to  adduce,  in  fupport  of  your  project  of  emancipation,  when 
difrobed  of  all  the  unfubftantial  frippery  with  which  you  have 
attempted  at  once  to  deck  and  difguife  it.  I  cannot  however 
difmifs  this  doughty  argument,  without  a  few  ftrictures  on 
your  tafte  and  feelings  fo  fully  delineated  in  the  progrefs  of  it. 
You  pour  forth  your  praifes  on  the  daily  publications  in  the 
Romifti  newfpapers,  as  well  of  the  unrivalled  excellence  of 
the  ftile  of  thefe  compofitions,  as  of  the  matter  of  them. 
Now,  fir,  as  to  the  ftile  of  thefe  daily  publications,  I  have  the 
general  opinion  of  all  men  of  letters  with  me,  when  I  aflert 
that  fuch  effufions  of  barbarifm  and  nonfenfe  never  before,  at 
any  period  fince  the  invention  of  printing,  flowed  from  the 
prefs,  as  have  flowed  from  the  Romifti  prefles  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  for  thefe  five  or  fix  years  paft,  and  I  leave  you,  fir, 
in  full  enjoyment  of  the  delight  you  daily  receive  from  the  pe- 
rufal  of  fuch  Attic  compofitions ;  your  own  performances 
fometimes  fill  their  columns,  you  are  yourfelf  in  compofition 
a  perfect  artifex  deliclarum  ;  treafure  up,  fir,  every  one  of 
thofe  valuable  productions,  they  will  be  preferved  by  nobody 
clfe,  may  you  be  the  afylum— the  retreat  of  all  thofe  ephe- 
meral emanations  from  intellects  congenial  with  your  own  I 

Where  all  the  fuffering  brotherhood  retire. 
And  'fcape  the  martyrdom  of  j'akes  and  fire. 

J  {hall  obferve  no  further  on  your  tafte,  but  conclude  with 
the  line  of  the  Mantuan  poet, 

,  Qui  Baviuni  non  odit,  amet  tua  carmina,  Msevi ! 
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As  to  the  matter  of  thefe  publication?,  which  you  reprefent 
as  powerful^  of  profound  undjpirited  inveftigation,  I  may  fafely 
appeal  to  the  public,  whether  there  ever  was,  in  any  age  or 
country,  fo  much  profligacy  and  wickednefs,  fo  openly  and  fp 
notorioufly  recommended  to  practice,  and  praifed  in  fuch  ex- 
travagant terms,  as  in  the  daily  publications,  of  thefe  infamous 
newfpapers,  which  are  the  difgrace  of  the  age,and  of  the  nation. 
They  publicly  excite  to  murder  and  robbery,  and  that  they 
have  been  too  fuccefsful  in  propagating  fuch  hellifh  do&rines 
is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  cannot  be  denied.   The  (late  of  the 
country  attefts  it,  and  you,  fir,  have  openly  in  your  prefent  ad- 
drefs  lavifhed  your  praifes  on  the  horrible  murders  and  rob- 
beries nightly  committed,  as  I  have  already  obferved  :   You 
ftate,  fir,  exprefsly,  that  all  thefe  diforders  are  committed  in  a 
public  caufe,  that  is,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  thus  ex- 
claiming to  the  citizens  of  Dublin  :  "  It  is  a  public  caufe,  and 
*'  let  no  man  perfuade  you,  that  it  is  not  the  caufe  of  liberty  on 
**  one  fide,  and  tyranny  on  the  other ;"  in  this  manner  aflert- 
ing  the  juftice  and  propriety  of  all  thefe  nocturnal  murders  and 
depredations.  In  another  place  you  infinuate  that  the  executi- 
on of  the  law  on  fome  of  thofe  malefactors,  gave  them  a  title 
to  martyrdom,  and  that  the  caufe  of  reform,  in  which  accord- 
ing to  you  they  had  committed  the  murders  for  which  they  fuf- 
fered ,  would  be  promoted  by  their  martyrdom ;  as  the  chriftian 
religion  was  propagated  by  the  blood  of  its  firft  martyrs :  Thus 
encouraging  aflaflination  and  murder  by  the  grofleft  impiety, 
It  may  be  juftly  obferved  on  thefe  newfpaper  publications,  that 
their  ftupidity  and  vulgarity  do  not  in  the  leaft  diminifh  the 
acrimony  of  the  poifon  they  contain,  the  vehicle  is  fufficient 
to  convey  it  to*  the  underflandings  of  the  mob,  well  inclined 
to  ufe  it  againft  their  fuperiors.    It  is  obferved  in  hiftory,  that 
the  poifon,  a  few  drops  of  which  diluted  in  wine  deftroyed  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  was  of  fo  frigid  a  nature,  that  it  burfted  all 
veflels  into  which  it  was  put,  except  an  excavated  afs's  hoof ; 
but  fuch  its  frigidity  an^l  the  bafenefs  of  its  vehicle  in  no  wife 
diminiihed  its  deleterious  qualities.     One  newfpaper  weekly 
publiihed  in  Dublin,  points  out  by  name  the  vidims  deftined, 
35  it  afferts.j  to  afiaffination  by  a  committee  of  United  Irifh- 
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men;  and  ftrongly  urges  the  necefiity  of  immediate  exe-- 
cution.  Iprefume,fir,this  is  one  of  your  powerful  publications  3 
and  as  each  fucceflive  day  exceeds  the  preceding,  in  examples 
of  all  kinds  of  murder,  robbery,  and  wickednefs,  I  am  ftrongly 
induced  to  agree  with  you  in  one  point,  viz.  that  the  minds 
of  your  popular  and  energetic  Romanifts,  as  well  as  your  own, 
are  in  a  ftate  of  progreffion ;  for  it  is  an  old  and  true  ob- 
fervation,  that  vice  is  progreffive,  nemo  repentefuitturpiffimus. 
I  have  now,  fir,  gone  through  fuch  arguments  (if  they  de- 
ferve  that  name)  as  you  have  adduced  diredly  in  fupport  of  the 
meafure,  fo  fraudulently  (tiled  by  you  emancipation.  But  other 
arguments  you  have  introduced  in  fupport  of  the  fame  mea- 
fure, by  way  of  anfwer  to  arguments  which  as  you  ftate  had 
been  made  ufe  of  by  its  adverfaries,  and  which  you  grofsly 
mifreprefent,  as  ufual  with  you,  mixing  your  mifreprefen- 
tations  with  a  due  portion  of  direcl:  notorious  falfehood ;  and 
fuggeiling  that  your  adverfaries  had  ufed  arguments,  the  ab- 
furdity  of  which  proves  them  to  be  the  genuine  offspring  of 
your  own  brain,  created  by  you  for  two  purpofes,  the  one, 
to  fix  the  imputation  of  folly  on  your  adverfaries  ;  the  other 
to  {hew  your  dexterity  in  refuting  them  ;  as  children  ereft 
houfes  of  cards  to  have  the  pleafure  of  overturning  them  by 
a  blaft  of  their  mouths.  For  inftance,  you  ftate  :  "  That 
"  the  only  impediment  to  the  Catholic  claim';  (meaning 
emancipation)  "  as  the  law  ftands,  was  the  oath  requiring 
•f  the  abjuration  of  the  worfhip  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  of 
"  the  doclrine  of  the  real  prefence.  That  it  was  argued  by 
<f  the  adverfaries  of  that  claim,  that  it  was  irreconcileable 
"  with  the  fafety  of  the  king,  that  to  make  thefe  points,  at 
"  fuch  a  time  as  the  prefent,  a  matter  of  alarm  to  the  fafety 
"  of  the  king,  was  to  give  an  air  of  ridicule  to  the  ferious 
"  calamities  in  which  his  minifters  had  involved  him."  Then, 
fir,  you  launch  out  into  the  mod  delightful  declamation  on 
the  abfurdity  of  perfons  infifting  that  others  Ihould  be  of  the 
fame  religious  opinions  with  themfelves.  This  is  an  old 
topick  with  philofophers  and  freethinkers,  fuch  as  Tom 
Chubb  the  foap-boiler,  and  Tom  Paine  the  ftay-maker ; 
Toland,  Tindall,  Collins,  Morgan,  Afgill,  &c.  &c.  they 
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have  already  exhaufted  all  their  eloquence  and  wit  upon  it, 
and  there  is  no  feel  of  chriftianity,  againft  which  the  ridicule, 
attached  to  fuch  a  doclrine,  applies  fo  ftrongly  as  the  Roman 
Catholic,  becaufe  of  all  chriftian  feels,  that  has  mod  violently 
and  mod  frequently  exercifed  perfecution,  and  it  is  in  faft 
the  moft  intolerant.     How  did  you  hug  yourfelf  when  the 
following  beautifulfigurative  fentences  flowed  from  your  pen! 
€(  That  kings  had  no  right  to  enter  into  the  tabernacle  of  the 
"  human  mind,  and  harig  up  images  of  their  own  orthodoxy ; 
"  that  the  Catholics  did  not  infift  his  Majefty  fhould  be  of 
"  their  religion,  that  his  Majefty  had  no  right  to  exacl  that 
"  the  Catholics  fhould  be  of  his — that  we  know  of  no  royal 
€t  rule  either  for  religion  or  mathematics :  that  in  matters 
tf  of  religion  both  king  and  fubjecl:  are  equally  dark  and 
"  (hould  be  equally  humble  5  that  when  courts  or  kings 
"  affume  a  dictation  on  that  fubjecl,  they  aflume  a  familiarity 
<c  with  the  Almighty,  which  is  excefs  of  blafphemy  as  well 
€t  as  blindnefs  !"  then  you  proceed,  fir,  like  a  great  philofo- 
pher  as  you  are,  to  philofophize  on  the  nature  of  the  divinity 
and  his  attributes,  and  the  inefHcacy  and  even  folly  of  ad- 
drefling  the  divinity  in  prayer,  which  you  honour  with  the 
title  of  luxurious  and  complimentary  devotion  :   in  all  which 
moft  philofophic  rant,  though,  you  difplay  the  profundity  of 
your  fpeculation  on  your  own  immeafurable  inanity  (to  ufe 
your  own  expreffions)  yet  you  are  certainly  fomewhat  in- 
ferior to  your  mafters,  Tom  Chubb,  Tom  Paine,  and  the 
reft  of  the  gang,  all  of  whom,  exclufive  of  their  priority  of 
declamation  on  the  fubje£t,  in  fome  parts  of  their  writings 
outdo  you,  in  flighty,  frothy,  and  unintelligible  bombaft  ! 
It  is  worthy  of  notice  however,  that  your  deduction  from  the 
admitted  abfurdity,  of  perfons  infifting  that  others  {hould 
adopt   their  religious  opinions,  is  fomewhat   too  general, 
for  you  deduce  generally,  that  difference  of  religious  opinions 
{hould  not  exclude  any  fubjecls  from  becoming  legiflators  in 
the  ftate  •,  from  which  it  will  follow,  that  in  a  chriftian  ftate, 
the  Mahometan,  the  Jew,  and  the  Pagan,  have  an  equal  right 
with  the  chriftian  fubjecls,  to  become  legiflators  •,  a  doclrinc 
which  fuch  philofophers  as  yourfelf,  and  particularly  you 
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French  matters,  bad  not  only  fwallowed  themfelves,but  endea- 

voured to  ram  it  down  the  throats  of  others,  but  which  every 

fe&  of  real  chriftians  will  find  fomewhat  hard  of  digeftion. 

Mr.Grat-       But,  fir,  after  thus  paying  my  homage  to  your  philofbphy, 

mifrore-7  to  vour  el°quence»  and  your  wit,  it  is  time  to  return  to  your 

fentsthe      aiTertions.  And  pray,  fir,  where  have  you  found  the  oath  re- 

ment  to      quiringjthe  abjuration  of  the  worfhip  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and 


the  Catho-  the  doclrine  of  the  real  prefence,  which  oath  you  aflert  to  be 
of  emanci-  the  only  impediment  of  the  Catholic  claim  ?  I  have  very  care- 
^  £u]jy  examined  the  ftatutes,  and  I  cannot  find  that  any  fuch 
oath  is  enjoined  to  be  taken  on  any  occafion  by  any  of  his 
majefty's  fubjefts.     All  members  of  parliament  before  they 
are  permitted  to  vote  in  either  houfe,  are  obliged  to  repeat  and 
fubfcribe  a  declaration,  in  which  is  contained  a  difavowal  of  the 
belief  of  the  doctrine  which  enjoins  the  invocation  and  adora- 
tion of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  other  faints.  They  are  alfo,  at 
the  fame  time9  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  and  the  oath  of  abjuration  of  the 
defcendants  of  the  late  King  James  the  fecond  ;  but  no  oath 
whatfoever  abjuring  the  worfhip  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the 
do£trine  of  the  real  prefence.     Proteftants  admit  the  blefled 
Virgin,  as  having  been  the  earthly  mother  of  our  Redeemer, 
to  be  in  dignity  the  greateft  of  faints,  but  they  do  not  think  her 
to  be  a  divinity,  or  part  of  the  divinity,  and  therefore  entitled 
to  adoration.   The  declaration  above  mentioned  was  enjoined 
to  be  repeated  and  fubfcribed  by  all  members  of  parliament  in 
England,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the 
fecond,  when  the  nation  was  full  of  apprehenfions  of  the  evils 
likely  to  enfue,  from  the  acceflion  to  the  crown  of  the  then  heir 
apparent,  who  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  the  juitice  of  which 
apprehenfions  was  afterwards  fully  eftablifhed  ;  and  the  legi- 
(lature  then  framed  this  declaration,  as  a  fort  of  barrier  againft 
the  inundation  of  popery,  which  they  dreaded  ;  it  was  after- 
wards adopted  in  this  kingdom.  It  is  a  doctrine  which  can  be 
well  maintained  by  all  the  principles  of  juftice,  reafon,  and 
common  advantage  of  all  the  fubjec~b  of  a  ftate,  in  which  there 
is  an  eftablifhed  religion,  that  no  perfon  fhould  be  admitted  to 
be  a  legifiator  in  fuch  a  ftate  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  efta- 
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blimed  religion  :  but  our  laws  enjoin  no  oaths  to  be  taken  ab- 
juring points  of  doctrine,  which,  reduced  to  practice,  induce 
no  detriment  to  the  flate.  Thus,  fir,  your  aflertion,  that  the 
only  impediment  to  the  Catholic  claim,  as  the  law  now  (lands, 
is  the  oath  requiring  the  abjuration  of  the  worfliip  of  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  and  of  the  doctrine  of  the  real  prefence,  is  falfe  in 
fac~t,  there  being  no  fuch  oath  by  law  required  to  be  taken  by 
Romanifts  or  any  other  fubje&s ;  and  indeed  in  this  particular, 
I  believe  the  falfehood  is  not  imputable  to  your  heart,  but  to 
your  ignorance  of  law  and  faft.  And  then,  fir,  what  becomes 
of  your  elegant  declamation,  in  which  you  have  laboured  to 
rival  and  furpafs,  your  mafters  the  foap-boiler  and  (lay-maker, 
founded  on  this  falfe  affertion  !  all  your  reprobation  of  royal 
rules  in  religion  or  mathematics  !  of  royal  dictation  in  mat- 
ters of  religion  !  of  the  blindnefs  and  exceflive  blafphemy  of 
kings  in  afiuming  a  familiarity  with  the  Almighty  !  All  this 
rant  proceeds  from  your  own  blindnefs,  ignorance,  and  vanity, 
feafoned  with  a  due  proportion  of  your  inveterate  malignity 
againfl  the  monarchical  government  of  your  country. 

And  now,  fir,  I  will  tell  you  a  real  and  true  impediment,  The  real- 
as  the  law  (lands,  .arifing:  from  an  oath,  to  the  admiflion  ofimpe  *~ 

mcnt  to 
Romanifts  into  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  or  into  the  great  the  claim 

executive  offices  of  the  flate  ;  an  impediment  which  has  not  patjon 
law  alone,  but  reafon  and  the  fafety  of  the  {late  for  its  bafis, 
and  which,  fir,  many  members  of  the  lad  Parliament  as  well  as 
myfelf,  whom  in  your  addrefs  you  diftinguifh  by  the  title  of 
dreamers,have  frequently  mentioned  in  theHoufe  of  Commons 
in  debates  on  this  claim  of  the  Romanifts,and  fupportedby  ar- 
guments founded  on  juflice,  reafon,  and  law  ;  to  which  argu- 
ments you  fometimcs  oppofed  declamatory,  inflated  nonfenfe, 
loud  hyfterical  exclamations,  uncommon  grimace,  and  dif- 
tortions  of  your  body  ;  for  in  truth  you  were  unable  to  re- 
fute the  arguments,  and  fo  were  men  much  abler  than  you, 
then  voting  with  you  in  the  Houfe  :  at  other  times,  confci- 
ous  of  your  inability  to  anfwer  you  fat -wrapped  up  in  your 
own  aflumed  importance,  like  the  maniac  in  Bedlam,  who 
fancied  himfelf  pope,  and  affected  to  treat  the  arguments  of 
your  opponents  with  contempt,  which  they  returned  with  con- 
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fidcrablc  intereft.  lie  true  impediment  i>,  that  Romanics  re- 
fufe  to  take  the  oathoffupremacy^  part  of  'which  oath  isy  "  That 
"  no  foreign  Prince ,  P  relate  >  State,  or  Potentate  hathy  or  ought 
f*  to  have,  any  jurisdiction,  poiuer,  fuperiority,  pre-eminence  or 
4<  authority  ecclefiaflical  or  ffiritual^  within  this  Realm"  By 
the  Iriflb  Statutes  qf  the  28th  of  Henry  the  8th,  chap.  5th, 
and  of  the  2nd  of  Eliz.  chap.  id.  the  kings  and  queens  of 
this  realm,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  are  declared  to  be  fupreme 
heads,  that  is,  governors  of  the  church  of  Ireland,  and  by  thefe 
two  acts,  as  well  as  by  another,  of  the  28th  of  Henry  the  8th, 
chap.  13,  the  authority  and  jurifdiction  both  temporal  and  fpi- 
ritual,  before  that  time  claimed  and  exercifed  by  the  pope  in 
Ireland  are  utterly  aboliflied  ;  and  by  the  laft  ftatute  it  is  en- 
acted, that  if  any  perfon  (hall,  by  writing  or  aft,  maintain  the 
authority  of  theBifliops  of  Rome  heretofore  ufedin  this  king- 
dom, he  (hall  incur  the  penalty  of  premunire. 

It  is  very  notorious  that  all  IrifhRomanifts  acknowledge  the 
authority,  pre-eminence,  and  jurifdiction  of  the  bifhop  of 
Rome  m  fpirituals  within  this  kingdom  ;  if  any  change  has 
taken  place  in  the  underftandings  and  opinions  of  the  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts,  as  you,  fir,  aflert,  it  is  not  a  change  of  their  opinions  of 
the  jurifdiction  of  the  pope  mfpirituals  in  this  kingdom :  the 
oath  of  allegiance  prefcribed  to  be  taken  by  Irifh  Romanifts, 
contains  a  claufe,  that  the  pope  has  no  temporal  or  civil  jurif- 
diclion  dire&lyor  indirectly  within  this  realm;  one  fortieth  part 
of  the  Irifli  Romanifts  have  not  yet  taken  this  oath  ;  but  they 
all  to  a  ma,n  refufe  to  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  difclaiming 
\\isfpiritual  jurisdiction  of  the  pope  :  and  Doctor  Troy  before 
mentioned,  the  Romifli  archbifhop  of  Dublin,  in  open  defi- 
ance of  the  ftatute  of  the  28th  of  Henry  the  8th  before  mentir 
oned,  has,  in  his  paftpral  letter  publifhed  in  1793,  maintained 
the  fpiritual  jurifdiction  of  the  pope  in  Ireland  ;  he  has  alfo 
ftated,  that  the  declaration  of  the  principles  of  Romanifts  be- 
fore mentioned  was  refpectfulty  fuomitted  to  the  inipection  of 
himfelf  and  the  Romifh  clergy  in  Ireland,  by  the  (landing 
committee  of  the  Romanifts,  and  was  approved  of  by  them 
before  it  was  publiflied. 
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Doftor  Troy  thus  ftates  :  "  That  Catholics  are  obliged  to 
<f  believe,  as  an  article  of  their  faith,  that  the  pope  or  bifhop  of 
"  Rome,  as  fueceffor  of  faint  Peter,  is  the  fupreme  vifible 
"  head  of  the  church  on  earth,  and  the  centre  of  Catholic 
"  unity;  with  a  primacy  by  divine  right  oireal  authority  and 
"  jurifdiftion  in  the  univerfal  church,  and  that  all  Catholics 
"  owe  him  canonical  refpeft  and  obedience  on  that  account  ; 
"  and  he  reprefents  this  fupremacy  of  the  pope  as  one  of  thofe 
"  points  on  which  all  Catholics  are  agreed,  as  an  immutable 
"  article  of  their  faith"     See  Do&or  Troy's  paftoral  letter, 
page  72.     It  appears  clearly  that  Do&or  Troy  has  fairly  re- 
prefented  the  opinions  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  of  this  day  of  the 
fpiritual  fupremacy  of  the  pope,  and  that  they  have  not  in  the 
lead  changed  their  opinions  in  that  refpect  ;  becaufe  they  re- 
ject univerfally  at  this  day  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  abjuring  the 
fpiritual  authority  of  the  pope  in  this  kingdom.     That  it  is  A  great 
impoflible  to  diveft  the  fupremacy  in  fpirituals,  of  a  very  con*  ^e0^j 
fiderable  fhare  of  temporal  power,  is  very  eafy  to  be  proved  :  power  ad- 
the  abfolute  Reparation  of  the  two  powers  is  impracticable.   I  ^isTn- 
fhall  juft  mention  one  inftance  of  the  indiiToluble  connexion  Separably 

,    .-rt  .  ..  _  .  .  .~     connected 

in  a  chriftian  country,  of  fpiritual  and  temporal  power.    On 


the  lawfulnefs  of  matrimony  depends  almoft  entirely,  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  all  temporal  property,  whether  real  or  perfonal  :  ais. 
matrimony  by  the  Romanifts  is  held  a  facrament,  the  validity  of 
it  is  entirely  of  fpiritual  jurifdi£Hon:  if  the  pope  then,  as  Roma- 
nifts hold,  has  the  fupreme  and  final  jurifdi&ion  in  this  parti- 
cular, he  muft  derive  very  great  temporal  power  and  influence 
from  it  ;  he  muft  ultimately  decide,  whether  a  perfon  claim- 
ing under  his  father  or  his  mother,  is  entitled  to  the  fucceffion 
to  their  real  or  perfonal  property,  becaufe  fuch  decifion  will 
depend  on  the  validity  of  their  marriage  ;  he  muft  decide 
whether  a  party  has,  or  has  not,  a  right  to  intermarry  with 
another,  or  whether  a  party  is  barred  from  that  right  by  con- 
fanguinity,  affinity,  pre-contraft,  or  former  marriage  ;  he. 
muft  ultimately  decide  on  feparate  maintenance,  alimony,  or 
whether  a  man  is,  or  is  not,  bound  to  pay  the  debts  of  a 
woman,  claiming  him  as  her  hufbarid,  with  a  hundred  other 
temporal  incidents.  It  will,  fir,  be  worth  your  attention  to 

confider 


confider  what  opinion  the  parliament  of  this  kingdom,  juft 

efcaping  from  the  fangs  of  the  pope's  ufurped  authority, 

entertained  of  the  temporal  effects  of  the  fpiritual  jurifdi&ion 

of  the  Pope  exercifed  in  the  cafe  of  matrimony  alone  :  In  an 

Irifh  ftatnte  enacted  in  the  33d  year  of  Hen.  8th,  entitled 

"  An    aft    for    marriages,"    are   the   following   paflages  : 

"  Whereas  heretofore  the  ufurped  power  of  the  Bifhop  of 

<f  Rome  hath  always  entangled  and  troubled,  faejurjfdifli&t. 

"  and  regal  power  of  this  land  of  Ireland,  and  alfo  inquietcd 

"  much  the  fubjects^of  the  fame,  by  his  ufurped  power  in 

**  them,  as  by  making  that  unlawful  which  by  God's  word 

*'  is  lawful,  both  in  marriages  and  other  things,  whereof  fome 

"  fparkles  be  left  which  hereafter  might  kindle  a  great  fire." 

The  (latute  then  proceeds,  "  that  it  was  cuilomary  for  the 

"  Court  of  Rome,   to  divorce  parties  who  had  been  long 

"  married  and  had  iflue,  on  the  pretence  of  pre-contracts 

<e  without  confummation,  and  of  kindred  between  coufins 

<c  german,  and  fo  to  fourth  and  fifth  degrees,  and  of  carnal 

"  knowledge  of  any  of  the  fame  kin  or  affinity  before,  in  fuch 

*'  outward  degrees,  to  procure  money  for  difpenfations, 

"  whereby  not  only  much  difcord  between  lawful  married  perfons 

"  hath  arifen,  much  debate  and'juit  at  law,  with  wrongful 

<c  vexation,  and  great  damage  of  the  innocent  parties  hath  been 

"  procured,  and  many  jujl  marriages  in  doubt  and  danger  of 

<(  undoing,  and  alfo  many  times  undone,  and  lawful  heirs  dif- 

*c  inherited,  and  marriages  have  been  brought  to  fuch  an  un- 

"  certainty  thereby,  that  no  marriage  could  be  Jo  fure  knit  and 

"  bounden,  but  it  Jhould  be  in  either  of  the  parties  power  t9 

"  defeat  the  fame." 

Innumerable  other  inftances,  of  the  infeparable  adhefion  of 
temporal  power  to  fupreme  fpiritual  power,  can  be  adduced, 
and  Irilh  Romamfts  not  only  hold,  that  the  fupreme  legiflature 
of  the  ftate,  whether  that  ftate  be  monarchical  or  republican, 
is  utterly  incompetent  to  bind  them,  even  to  a  paflive,  much  lefs 
to  an  active,  obedience  in  fpiritual  affairs  ;  but  unequivocally 
hold,  that  the  fole  power  of  enacting,  interpreting  or  execut- 
ing laws,  refpeding  fpiritual  matters,  is  vcfted  in  the  pope,  a 
foreign  prince,  and  this  tenet  they  cfteem  an  article  of  their 

faith, 
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faith  ;  and  as  they  will  hot  allow  that  any  law  of  the  (late  18 
binding  on  them  in  fpiritual  matters,  it  follows  of  coiirfe,  that 
they  hold  it  as  an  article  of  their  faith,  that  the  law  of  the  (late 
cannot  bind  them  in  fuch  temporal  matters  as  are  infeparably 
united  to  fpiritual  matters,  fuch  as  matrimoriy,and  all  its  con- 
fequences  ;  and  innumerable  others  ;  Romahifts  then,  if  ad- 
mitted to  the  functions  of  legiflation  in  the  ftate,  muft,  if  they 
aft  confcientioufly,  endeavour  with  all  their  power  to  abrogate 
and  abolifti  all  temporal  laws  now  in  force,  or  which  may  be 
at  any  time  propofed  to  be  enacted,  which  relate  to  fpiritual  af- 
fairs, whether  connected  with  temporal  matters  or  not,  but 
more  efpecially  when  fo  connected  :  and  if  they  (hall  be  in- 
truded with  the  great  executive  offices  of  the  ftate,  they  muft 
conceive  themfelves  in  confcierice  bound  to  obftrucT;  the  exe- 
cution, and  defeat  the  effeft  of  them,  to  the  beft  of  their 
power  ;  hence  muft  follow  a  great  alteration^  if  not  'a  total 
fubverfionj  of  our  conftitution.    Is  it  confident  with  the  rules 
of  either  reafon  or  civil  policy  to  make  legiflators  of  thofe^ 
who  make  it  an  article  of  their  faith,  that  the  fuprcme  legif- 
lature  of  the  date  (whether  monarchical  or  republican  it 
fignifies  not)  is  not  competent  to  bind  them  by  its  laws  in  all 
cafes  ?  and  that  they  are  in  confidence  bound  to  fo- active  at 
difobcdience  to  the  laws  of  their  country  enacted  by  the 
legiflature  of  it,  in  many  indanees*  not  only  of  a  fpiritual* 
but  a  temporal  nature,  as  to  endeavour  with  all  their,  might 
to  obftrucl:,  and  defeat,  the  execution  of  them  ?  and  are  fuch 
perfons  to  be  trufted  with  the  execution  of  thofe  laws  ?  no 
perfon  of  common  fenfe  will  anfwer  thefe  queftions  in  the 
affirmative. 

It  has  been  fometimes  objected  to  this  mode  of  reafoning^ 
that  no  inconvenience  is  experienced  in  Roman  Catholic 
ftates,  the  fubje&s  of  Which  hold  the  independence  of  the 
fpiritual  on  the  temporal  power  ;  to  this  I  anfwer,  that  in 
fuch  ftates  the  general  tenor  of  the  laws  is  conformable  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Romifti  church,  and  that  almoft  all  thofe 
ftates,  whether  monarchies  or  republics,  exercife  a  very  def- 
potic  power  over  their  fubjeds,  and  therefore  find  their  ac- 
count in  preferving  a  ftrict  alliance  with  the  clergy,  to  enable 
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them  more  cffe&ually  to  maintain  that  defpotic  authoritf 
which  they  affume,  and  to  wink  at  religious  ufurpations  to 
countenance  their  own  invafions  of  the  rights  of  the  people  ; 
befides,  popular  opinions  are   of  iitfle  weight  in  fuch  govern- 
ments, from  all  Jhares  in  which  the  people  are  generally  ex- 
cluded :  but  in  a  Proteftant  ft'ate  there  can  be  no  alliance 
between  the  ftate  and  the  Romifti  clergy  ;  their  creeds  ref- 
pe£ting  the  powers  of  legiflation,  are  not  only  different,  but 
hoftile  ;  and  m  a  Proteftant  ftate,  fuch  as  the  Britim  empire, 
hi  which  part,  and  the  moft  efficient  and  powerful  part,  of 
the  Jegiflature,   is  an  elective  popular  afiembly,  and   civil 
liberty  its  aim,  it  would  be  utterly  inconfiftent  with  its  fafety, 
or  indeed  exiftence,  to  permit  that  aflembly  to  be  ele&ed  out 
of  a  part  of  the  people,  who  hold  as  a  point  of  faith,  fo- 
anarchical  a  doctrine,  that  the  ftate  is  not  fupreme  within 
the  countries  fubjedt  to  its  dominions  ;  what  infinite  mifchief 
fuch  do£trine  has  produced  even  in  Romifti  countries,  and 
particularly  in  our  own  heretofore,  and  to  what  diftrefs  it 
has  reduced  (bine  of  the  greateft  of  our  monarchs,  the  hif- 
tories  of  the  different  dates  of  Europe,  and  of  our  own  in 
particular,  Sufficiently  teftify. 

I  have  heard  fome  objections  againft  the  probability  of  any 
political  evil  refulting  from  fuch  dodlrine  in  cafe  the  aforefaid 
impediment  to  the  admiffion  of  Romanifts  into  the  legiflature 
were  removed  ;  they  have  indeed  been  chiefly  urged  by  you> 
fir,  m  your  harangues  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  they 
are  fo  very  weak  and  abfurd,  that  J  would  not  have  here 
taken  notice  of  them,  but  with  a  view  of  cxpofing  to  the 
world  the  miferable  weapons,  the  daggers  of  lath,  with  which 
fuch  a  political  harlequin  as   you  are,  have   attempted   to 
aflault  the  conftitution. 

Grat-       Firft,  fir,  you  have  frequently  dwelt  on  the  impotence  of 
e  P°Pe  conn^ere<^  as  a  temporal  prince,  and  ridiculed  the 
drawn        apprehenfions  entertained  of  his  power  to  undermine,  or  in 

intTcUhy  anv  ^aPc  to  affe<^  the  g°vernment  °f  this  country  ;  and 
of  the  pope  afierted  that  the  do&rine  held  by,  Romanifts,  that  the  pope 
ral  prince°"  was  fupreme  head  of  the  church  on  earth,  and  that  the  ftate 


no  power  to  bind  the  laity  in  fpiritual  matters,  but  that 
*nd  refuted. 

fuch 


fuch  power  Is  vefted  in  the  pope  independent  of  the  (late,  is 
merely  a  fpeculative  doctrine  inoperative  from  the  inefficiency 
of  the  pope's  temporal  power.     Contemptible  fophiftry  !  The   , 
danger  of  the  doctrine  dees  not  arife  from  the  power  or  want 
of  power  of  the  pope,  confidered  as  a,  temporal  fovereign  ;  it 
confifts  entirely  in  the  number  and  ftrength  of  the  fubje£ls  of 
the  (late,  ivhofe  government  is  partly  popular,  who  hold  fuch 
a  doctrine,  as  a  point  of  faith  :  the  perfon  who  denies  that 
the  fupreme  authority  of  the  ftate,  of  which  he  is  a  fubjett, 
is  competent  to  bind  him  by  its  laws  in  fpiritual  matters,  in- 
feparably  connected  whhxtemporal  in  various  inftances,  is  a 
bad  fubjedt ;  and  a  great  number  of  fuch  perfons  in  a  (late 
form  a  faction  very  dangerous  to  it ;  they  are  the  attached 
partizans  and  agents  in  a  ftate,  of  the  foreign  power  whom 
they  believe  to  be  competent  to  bind  them  by  its  decrees  in 
fpiritual  matters  ;  and  the  danger  of  the  ftate  ariies  from 
their  ability  and  readinefs  to  execute  fuch  decrees  ;  the  ftate 
may  be  in  the  utmoft  danger  from  fuch  principles  and  ability 
in   their    own  fubjects,   though  the   foreign   oracle,  whofe 
mandates  they  obey,  be  not  in  his  own  ftate  or  fphere  inveft- 
ed  with  any  temporal  power  whatever  :  And  it  matters  not 
to  the  ftate  whether  fuch  fupreme  power  be  exercifed  or  di- 
rected by  the  pope  or  by  the  Iri(h  Romifh  clergy  themfelves, 
fo  long  as  they  maintain  the  dogma,  that  they  are  in  fpiri- 
tual matters  independent  of,  and  paramount  to,  the  ftate;  or 
whether  the  pope  be  a  weak  or  a  powerful  temporal  prince : 
the  danger  to  the  ftate  arifes  from  the  number  and  ftrength 
of  its  own  fubjects  denying  the  ftate  to  be  competent  to  bind 
them  to  obedience  to  its  laws,  and  to  have  the  power  within 
itfelf,  to  decide  all  caufes  between  its  own  fubjects,  without 
appeal  or  application  to  any  foreign  tribunal,  but  on  the  con- 
trary acknowledging  the  power  of  a  tribunal  independent  of  » 
the  ftate  in  fpiritual  matters.     If  the  influence  of  pope  and 
prieft  over  the  Iri(h  Romanifts,  as  you  maintain,  is  at  an  end, 
let  them  come  forward  and  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy  ;  if 
they  (hall  offer  to  take  that  oath,  then,   fir,  you  may  argue 
that  mere  fpeculative  points  of  doctrine  held  by  Romanifts, 
though  contrary  to  the  faith  of  Proteftants,  fuch  as  the  ado- 
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ration  of  the  blefled  virgin,  the  invocation  of  faints,  and  be- 
lief of  the  real  prefence  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
per,  and  that  moft  uncharitable  dogma,  that  the  fouls  of  alF 
perfons  who  are  not  of  their  communion  are  deftined  to  eter- 
nal torments,  ought  not  to  exclude  them  from  the  legiflative 
and  executive  capacities ;  and  your  arguments  will  have  then 
fome  weight,  though  in  all  well  regulated  ftates,  perfons 
publicly  maintaining  mere  fpeculative  points  of  doctrine  con- 
trary to  that  of  the  eftablifhed  religion,  have  been  generally 
excluded  from  any  participation  of  legiilative  and  other  poli- 
tical capacities ;  becaufe  difference  in  religious  opinions,  even 
in  mere  fpeculative  points,  has  been  generally  found  to  en- 
gender differences  in  political  purfuits,  and  violent  animofi- 
ties,  feuds,  and  factions  in  a  (late,  where  the  leaders  of  the 
different  feels  are  poffefied  of  a  confiderable  (hare  of  political 
power. 

Mr  Grat-  Your  next  argument  ngainft  the  probability  of  danger  to 
tan's  argu-  the  ft  ate,  from  the  admiffion  of  the  Irifli  R'omanifts  into  the 
from  the™11  kgiflative  and  executive  capacities,  is,  that  the  province  of 
ftatcof  the  Canada,  part  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  remained  faithful  toBri- 

provincc  of      ...  ,  .  .    '.       .    .    .  . 

Canada,      tain  during  the  American  war,  though  its  inhabitants  are 

examined  Romanifts  ;  it  is  not  ftrange  that  you  (hould  ftufF  this 
and  refut- 

«d.  doughty  argument,  fcouted  and  derided,  as  often  as  you  have 

advanced  it,  into  the  farrago  of  your  addrefs  ;  you  were  de- 
termined to  make  it  a  general  collection  of  all?  the  rags  and 
ihreds,  you  had  employed  your  whole  life,  in  fcraping  from 
every  dunghill  of  fedition  and  treafoiTin  which  you  had 
rooted,  with  all  the  induftry  of  the  collector  of  rags  for  a 
paper  mill.  The  province  of  Canada  furrendered  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  arms  by  capitulation,  part  of  which  was,  that  the' inhabi- 
tants mould  enjoy  their  laws  and  religion,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner they  had  done  before  they  fubmitted ;  Britain  accepted 
of  them  as  fubjech  on  thefe  exprefs  conditions  ;  they  ftipu- 
lated  far  the  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  which  wafr  the 
Romifh,  and  Britifh  faith,  always  \nviolable,  fecured  to  them 
the  full  enjoyment  of  that  religion.  They  were,  before  their 
furrender,  governed  by  a  French  Viceroy,  they  are  now 
governed  by  an  Englifli  one,  exercifing, 'according  to  the 
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-capitulation,  the  fame  powers  the  French  Viceroy  did.  The 
executive  government  of  the  country,  and  the  military  force, 
are  in  the  hands  of  perfons  appointed  by  his  majefty,  and 
the  peoph  in  general  have  no  Jhare  in  the  government :  in  fuch  a 
fituation  of  things,  in  a  remote  province,  fubjecl.  to  a  great 
and  powerful  nation,  the  belief  of  the  people  in  the  fpiritual 
fupremacy  of  the  pope,  can  do  very  hide  mifchief;  'tis  little 
more  there  than  a  mere  fpeculative  point  of  doctrine  :  But 
the  cafe  is  widely  different,  in  a  nation,  the  moft  efficient  part 
of  ivhofe  government^  to  imty  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  is  elective 
-by  the  people^  as  is  the  cafe  in  Ireland,  and  the  abfurdity  of  de- 
ducing the  political  innocence -of  fuch  a  do&rine  in  Ireland, 
from  its  being  found  innoxious  in  the  weak,  remote,  and 
newly  conquered,  province  of  Canada  during  the  Ame- 
rican war,  the  mafi  af  whofe  inhabitants  has  no  Jhare  in  the  go~ 
•uernrnent,  is  glaring  and  notorious.  *  But  the  loyalty  of  the 
-Canadians  to  the  Britifli  Empire  during  that  period  is  clear- 
ly deduced  from  neceflity,arifing  from  their  fituation,  and 
from  the  principle  of  felf-intereft,  independent  of  all  religi- 
ous confederations.  There  is  only  one  entrance  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Canada  from  the  ocean,  to  wit,  the  river  St.  Lau- 
rence :  the  winter  is  fo  rigorous  in  that  climate,  that  this 
entrance  is  locked  up  >by  ice  for  fix  jnonths  in  the  year  ;  the 
fortrefs  of  Quebec,  and  the  oppofite  fmall  ifland  of  Orleans, 
ihut  up  this  entrance  for  the  remaining  fix  months,  to  be 
opened  only  to  the  fubje&s<of  that  power,  whether  Proteftant 
or  Romanift,  which  pofTefies  thefe  barriers  ;  and  that  power 
mull  for  ages  command  the  obedience  of  the  Canadians,  be 
they  of  what  religious  perfuafion  they  may  :  they  cannot  at 
prefent  exift  for  two  feafons,  and  hardly  for  one,  without  a 
fupply  of  European  commodities,  they  can  be  fupplied  with 
them  only  by  the  river  St.  Laurence  :  for  between  them  and 
the  united  dates  of  America  lies  an  immenfe  tracl:  of  country, 
moftly  covered  with  forefts-,  and  thinly  inhabited  by  barba- 
rous and  forocious  tribes  of  Indians,:  The  river  St.  Laurence 
can  be  locked  up  by  one  thoufand  troops  and  a  frigate  or 
two  ftationed  at  Quebec ;  thus  it  is  apparent  thaf  the  fidelity 
of  the  Romifh  Canadians  to  the  Britifh  Empire  during  the 
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American  war,  was  founded  on  necefiity  arifing  from  fitua* 
tion,  and  from  their  intereft  j  that  no  confederation  of  religi- 
on was  amongfl  the  caufes  of  that  war,  and  if  it  had  been 
fo,  and  if  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  Americans  had  been 
undertaken,  for  the  purpofe  of  fubverting  a  Proteftant  efta- 
blifhment  and  fubftituting  a  Romifh  in  its  place,  yet  fuch  was 
the  fituation  and  neceflities  of  the  Canadians,  that  they  mufl 
have  remained  faithful  to  Britain  during  the  conteft.     The 
fituation  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  is  in  every  refpecl:  different, 
and  the  deduction  oi  their  loyalty,  if  invented  with  Icgiflative 
and  executive  anthority  in  the   ftate,    from  the  loyalty  or 
rather  obedience  of  the  Romifh  Canadians  to  the  Britifh 
Empire  during  the  American  war,  arifing  from  fituation  and 
neceffity,  is  equally  ridiculous  and  abfurd.     You  rather  hint, 
than  urge,  another  kind  of  argument,  tacked  to  the  Canada 
argument,  for  what  you  call  the  emancipation  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  that  is,  that  his  majefty's  allies,  (meaning  the 
emperor  and  queen  of  Portugal)  are  Roman  Catholics ;  how 
you  can  deduce  that  a  part  of  his  majefty's  Irifh  fubje&s 
being  Roman  Catholics,  and  not  amounting  to  more  than 
one  fixth  part  of  his  European'fubje&s,  fhould  be  inverted 
with  the  legiflatjye  and  executive  capacities  in  his  dominions, 
at  the  manifeft  hazard  of  their  domeftic  tranquility,  from  his 
majefty's  alliance  with  foreign  powers  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
perfuafioii  againft  a  ferocious  foreign  enemy,  rs  more  than 
I  can  difcover  or  explain,  and  I  refign  that  tafk  to  your  own, 
amazing  fagacity  as  a  French  philofopher  and  politician. 
Mr.  Grat-       After  exhibiting  thefe  egregious  fpecimens  of  your  argu- 
tan's  afler-  mentative  powers,  you  proceed  to  aflert  roundly,  that  the 
Irifh RoL-Iri(h  Romanifts  have  as  good  a  right  to  feats  in  parliament, 
nifts  have  a  an(j  (O  (he  enjoyment  of  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate,  as  the 
indefeafible  king  has  to  the  crown,  and  that  fuch  is  an  indefeafible  right, 
fu?Jhtartici   ^e^ore  *  °iuote  vour  infolent,  petulant,  and  malignant  afler- 
tion  of  the   tions  on  this  head,  1  muft  again  repeat,  that  the  Irifh  R.oma- 

imUxecu-  ni^s  are  now  inve^e(i  with  aW  tne  privileges  enjoyed  by 
tive  capaci-  Proteftants,  except  that  they  cannot  fit  or  vote  in  parliament, 
minedtnd  nor  enJov  a  ^ew  Sreat  offices  of  tne  ftate,  without  taking  the 
refuted.  •  farne  teft,  which  Proteftants  are  obliged  to  take,  to  qualify 
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them  for  fitting  in  parliament,  and  enjoying  fuch  places ; 
that  fuch  ted  operates  as  an  exclufion  of  Romaniils  in  thofe 
particulars,  but  not  of  Proteftants ;  and  that  Iriih  Roma- 
nifts,  notwithflanding  that  exclufion,  now  enjoy  a  much 
greater  meafure  of  civil  liberty,  than  the  moft  favoured  fub- 
jeds  of  any  other  ftate  on  the  face  of  the  earth  enjoy  at  this 
day.  The  right  of  Irifh  Romanifts  to  feats  in  parliament 
and  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate  (the 
only  portion  of  civil  privileges  from  which  they  are  now  ex- 
cluded, and  excluded  in  the  manner  before  mentioned  only) 
you  affert  in  this  manner:  "The  principles  which  placed 
"  his  majefty's  family  on  the  throne  were  thofe  of  liberty. 
"  His  Irifh  fubjeds,  if  not  confided  of  felony,  are  entitled 
w  to  the  benefit  of  thefe  principles,  and  the  Catholics  have 
**  in  juftice  and  reafon  at  haft  as  good  a  right  to  liberty  as 
"  his  majefty  has  to  the  crown ;  we  implored  minifters  againft 
**  fuch  an  enemy  as  democracy,  a  giant  with  a  hundred 
*'  hands,  to  ally  and  identify  the  king  with  all  his  people, 
<l  without  diftindion  of  religion,  and  not  to  detach  him 
**  from  any  part  of  them,  to  make  a  miferable  alliance 
**  with  prifflcrafty  which  was  a  falling  cauje  and  a-fupcrannu- 
"  ated folly? 

Now,  fir,  it  is  admitted,  that  the  principles  which  placed 
his  majefty's  family  on  the  throne  were  thofe  of  civil  liberty, 
and  that  all  his  fubjeds,  Englifh  and  Irifh,  are  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  fuch  principles,  unlefs  they  forfeit  fuch  bene~ 
fit,  by  being  convided  according  to  law,  of  crimes,  the  legal 
punimmem  of  which  is  lofs  of  liberty,  or  unlefs  they  enter- 
tain principles  fubverfive  of  civil  liberty  ;  all  members  of 
civil  focieties,  are  obliged  to  furrender  a  portion  of  their  na- 
tural rights  to  the  fopiety,  to  procure  the  fecure  enjoyment 
of  the  rights  of  that  fociety,  and  if  any  members  of  that  fo- 
ciety  hold  principles  fubverfive  of  the  inftitution,  the  fociety 
has  an  abfolute  right  to  abridge  fuch  members  of  fuch  parts 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  that  fociety,  as  wpuld  enable 
them  to  difturb,  or  in  the  end  to  fubvert  if,  if  they  were 
permitted  to  exercife  them  ;  and  fuch  right  has  in  many  in- 
ftances  been  exercifed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  kingdom  j 
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the  place  bill  is  one,  which  excludes  from  the  legiflative  capa- 
city perfons  who  hold,  or  (hall  hold,  certain  places,  under 
the  government,  on  the  ground,  that  the  conduct  of  fuch 
perfons,  if  admitted  into  the  legiflative  aflembly,  might  be 
biafled  by  felf  intereft,  and  that  they  might  vote  therein,  as 
directed  by  minifters,  to  retain  the  emolument  of  their  pla- 
ces, contrary  to  the  intereft  of  their  conftituents,  and  to  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution.  How  much  ftronger  are  the 
grounds,  for  excluding  from  the  legiflative  capacity  fubjecls 
who  hold  doclrines  as  points  of  faith,  not  only  contrary, 
fcut  hoftile,  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  ftate,  and  the 
very  conftitution  itfelf !  The  Iriih  Romanifts  have  a  right  to 
enjoy,  and  actually  do  enjoy,  all  th?  privileges  of  the  fub- 
je&s  of  a  free  ftate,  and  are  abridged  of  no  privileges,  except 
of  fuch  as  they  cannot  be  permitted  'to  exercife,  confiftent 
with  the  fafety,  of  the  ftate,  to  wit,  the  legiflative  and  execu- 
tive functions  ;  the  latter  in  fome  inftances  only.  TO  infmu- 
ate  as  you  do,  that  all  perfons  are  flaves,  who  do  not  enjoy 
the  legiflative  and  executive  capacities,  is  to,  infinuate  a  doc- 
trine as  falfe  in  theory,  as  in  pra&ice  ;  all  the  fubje&s  of  a, 
ftate  are  equally  free,  who  are  bound  by  the  fame  laws  fram- 
ed by  perfons  elected  by  themfelves,  and  to  which  the  fra- 
mers  ajc  equally  fubjeft  with  the  reft,  of  the  community  ;  in 
fuch  fenfe  the  Irim  Romanifts  are  intitled  to  liberty,  and  are 
free ;  but  if  you  mean  to  afiert,  that  Irifh  Romanifts  are  as 
well  intitled  to  the  legiflative  and  executive  capacities  as  the 
king  to  his  crown,  by  afTerting  that  they  have  the  fame  title 
to  liberty  as  the  king  to  the  fovereignty,  making  civil  liberty 
to  confift  in  the  enjoyment  of  tfye  legiflative  and  executive 
capacities,  and  flavery  in  the  deprivation  of  them,  though 
fuch  deprivation  be  demanded  by  the  fafety  of  the  ftate ;  fuch 
your  dogma  is  falfe  and  fophiftical,  and  cannot  be  fupported 
on  any  ground  of  reafon  or  civil  policy,  nor  have  you  offer- 
ed any  one  reafon  to  fupport  it.  Your  rant  about  deflroy- 
ing  all  diftinftion.5  in  religion^  and  the  miferable  alliance  of  the 
king  •withprieftcraft,  a  falling  caufe,  afuperannuatedfolly>  you 
bave  ftolen,  as  you  have  many  others,  from  your  mafters 
Tom  Chubb  and  Tom  Paine  ;  this  is  the  plain  Englifh  of  it, 
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let  all  religious  diflinftions  le  abolijhed  (that  is  all  religion  ;  for 
as  long  as  any  religion  (hall  remain,  and  there  (hall  be  diffe- 
rent fefts  of  Chriftians,  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  Pagans  in 
the  world,  there  will  be  diftin&ions  in  religion.)  Let  his 
majefty  flight  and  violate  his  coronation  oath,  I  •will  abfolve  him 
from  it  !  I  am  the  pope  of '  Anti  Chriji  !  That  oath  contains  the 
following  claufe :  "  I  will  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  main- 
"  tain  the  laws  of  God,  the  true  profeffion  of  the  gofpel, 
<*  and  the  Proteftant  reformed  religion  eftabliftied  by  law," 
That  oath  allies  the  king  to  the  Protejlant  religion^  the  Protejlant 
religion  is  priejlcraft !  it  is  a  falling  caufe  !  it  is  fuperannuated 
folly !  In  fuch  impious  rants,  purloined  from  the  workfhops 
of  the  foap-boiler  and  the  ftay-maker,  you  have  the  intrepid 
impudence  to  addrefs  the  Proteftant  electors  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  who  have  juft  fcouted  you  frwn  their  reprefentation 
for  your  apoftacy!  And  may  fuch  defperate  renegadoes 
from  the  religion  and  conftitution  of  their  country,  never 
again  impofe  themfelves  by  hypocritical  frothy  effufions  of 
mock  patriotifm,  on  the  too  eafy  credulity,  and  on  the  boun- 
ty, of  their  honeft  chriftian  Proteftant  countrymen  ! 

Your  next  argument  in  favour  of  the  Romifh  claim  to  the  Mr. 
legiflative  and  executive  capacities  is,  "  That  the  Irifli  R°m 
"  nifts  had  contributed  greatly  to  the  expences  of  the  war,  from  the 
«  and  had  bled  profufely  therein."     This  argument  requires  JJ^T 
examination.     The    public    debt    of  the    ftate  of  Ireland  manifts  to 
amounts  to  fomething  more  than  feven  millions  fterling  ;  *ej  ^ *£"" 
this  debt  has  not  been  all  contracted  fince  {he  commence- war,  and 
ment  of  the  war ;  when  it  was  propofed  in  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  vice  jn  ^ 
Commons  to  reduce  the  hearth-money  tax,  about  feven  years  ficet.s  and 
fince,  calculations  were  laid  before  the  houfe,  made  from  the  amincd 
books  of  the  hearth-money  collectors,  tending  to  prove,  thatandrcfutcd* 
there  were  about  two  millions  of  inhabitants  in  this  king- 
dom, who  from  their  poverty  could  not  pay  this  tax,  amountr 
ing  only  to  four-pence  in  the  year  each,  without  the  greateft 
hardftiip  *,  of  thefe  two  millions  fix  parts  out  of  feven  were 
Romanifts.     I  have  already  {hewn  that  of  the  mafs  of  real 
and  perfonal  property  of  this  kingdom  nineteen  out  of  twen- 
ty parts  are  in  the  hands  of  Proteftants,  and  four  fifths  of  the 
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Irifti  Romanifts  pay  no  tax  whatsoever,  being  freed  from  the 
hearth-tax,  fo  that  ail  public  taxes  muft  be  paid  by  the  Prote- 
ftants,  and  about  one-fifth  pf  the  Romanifts  ;  and  on  fair  cal- 
culation the  public  taxes,  eftimated  by  the  numbers  and  abi- 
lities of  the  inhabitants  to  pay,  will  be  found  to  be  chiefly 
paid  by  the  Irifh  Proteftants.  Ireland  has  maintained  no 
fleet  for  the  profecution  of  the  war,  and  her  whole  annual 
contributions  to  the  expenqe  of  a  war,  in  which  the  Empire 
is  engaged  not  for  conqueft,  but  falvation,  do  not  amount  to 
one-tenth  part  of  the  annual  expenditure  ;  nine-parts  out  of 
ten  at  lead  of  the  annual  expence  being  defrayed  by  Great 
Britain  ;  and  of  this  tenth  nineteen  parts  out  of  twenty  are 
paid  by  Iriih  Proreftants,  and  in  return  for  the  pittance 
which  Romanifts  have  contributed  to  the  expences  of  the  war, 
they  have  (hared  the  benefit  of  an  increased  trade,  growing 
out  of  the  ruin  of  that  of  the  enemy  ;  the  annual  exports  of 
linen  in  particular,  the  ftaple  manufacture  of  the  nation, 
having  been  almoft  doubled  during  the  war,  the  fame  manu- 
facture in  Holland  and  the  Netherlands,  being  annihilated 
by  that  calamity*  But  fuppofmg  the  Romifli  fubjects  of  this 
nation,  bore  an  equal  portion  of  the  public  burthens  impof- 
ed  for  the  fupport  of  the  war  with  their  Proteftant  fellow  fub- 
jects, are  they  not  fully  repaid  by  the  protection  and  fecuri- 
ty  afforded  them  by  a  government  whofe  very  bafis  is  civil 
liberty  ?  Is  not  every  fubject  bound  to  fupport  with  his  life 
and  his  property  that  government  which  fectfres  to  him  the 
enjoyment  of  his  life  and  property  ?  And  does  the  pitiful 
contribution  to  the  public  burthens  which  can  be  extracted 
from  the  poverty  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  to  be  employed  in 
defraying  the  expence  neceflarily  difburfed  on  his  own  pro- 
tection, which  he  is  obliged  by  law  to  pay,' and  is  not  a  vo- 
luntary contribution,  give  him  a  title  to  the  legiflative  capa- 
city in  a  ftate,  the  fupremacy  of  whofe  laws  for  internal  re- 
gulation he  makes  it  a  point  of  confcience  to  difclaim  ?  Such 
political  anomalies  can  be  fuggefted  only  by  a  head,  dif- 
tracted  by  the  aches  of  difappointed  avarice  and  ambition  ; 
and  a  heart  labouring  with  the  throes  of  fedition,  prjvy  con- 
fpiracy  and  rebellion  \ 
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The  other  fupport  of  the  claim  of  Trim  Romanifts  to  the 
legiflative  and  executive  capacities  which  you  urge,  to  wit, 
that  they  have  bled  prof ujely  in  the  war,  will  be  found,  on  exa- 
mination, to  be  equally  weak  with  that  of  contribution  to  ^ 
the  expences.     Thank  heaven  !  Britons  have  not  bled  pro- 
fufely  in  this  war,  they  have  experienced  no  defeats,  they 
have  uniformly,  when  engaged,  triumphed  over  their  ene- 
mies ;  fome  blood  they  have  loft,  but  let  us  fee  what  pro- 
portion of  that  was  drained  from  the  veins  of  Irifli  Roma- 
nifts,   fighting    under    the    banners^of  the  Britifh  empire. 
The  navy  is  manned,  and  the  army  compofed  of  the  fubje&s 
of  the  empire  indifcriminately,  and  in  refpecl:  to  the  navy, 
as  the  relative  number  of  Britifh  feamen  in  proportion  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  exceeds  the  relative  number  of 
Irifh  feamen  in  proportion  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  the 
fhippipg  of  Great  Britain  exceeding  the  {hipping  of  Ireland 
in  a  much  greater  ratio  than  the  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  former  exceeds  that  of  the  latter,  the  number  of 
Britifh  feamen  employed  in  the  navy,  muft  exceed  the  num- 
ber of  Irifh  feamen  employed  in   that  fervice,  in  nearly  the 
fame  ratio  :  1  have  already  proved  from  the  proportion  of  the 
furface  of  Great  Britain  to  that  of  Ireland  (fuppofing  the  po- 
pulation of  both  kingdoms  to  be  in  exacl:  proportion  to  their 
refpeftive  furfaces)  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  Bri- 
tain exceed  the  number    of   inhabitants  of  Ireland  in  the 
proportion  of  feven    to   two,    and    that  nearly  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Britain    and   one   third  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland  are  Proteftants,  fo  that  the  grofs  proportion  of  Pro- 
-  teftant  inhabitants  in  the  Britim  iflands  to  the  Romifh  in- 
habitants  on  that  fuppofition,  is  nearly  as  fix  to  one  :  from 
fuch  calculation,  it  plainly  follows,  that  the  proportion  of 
Proteftants  ferving  in  the  navy,  to  Romanifts  in  the  fame 
fervice,   is  as  eight,  if  not  nine  or  ten  to  one  ;  and  in  the 
army  as  (ix  to   one  ;   it  is  notorious,  that  all   the  officers 
and  foldiers  enter  into  the  army,   as  into  a  profeflion,  by 
which  they  hope  to  obtain  an  honourable  livelihood,  and 
that  not  one  in  ten  thoufand  becomes  a  foldicr,  from  the 
mere  principle  of  ferving  his  country  ;  they  are  paid  for  their  * 
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fervice  by  their  country,  which  counts  on  their  grathude  for 
being  fo  paid  and  employed  ;  the  fame  maybe  faid  of  the  fea- 
men  and  marines  :  The  foldier  and  the  mariner  are  the  oblig- 
ed parties  ;  and  not  the  country,  or  the  government  that  em- 
ploys them  :  how  then  does  it  follow  from  a  comparatively 
fmall  portion  of  the  army  and  navy  being  compofed  of  Irifh 
Romanifts,  paid  by  the  date  for  their  fervices,  that  they, 
profefling  principles  as  points  of  faith,  fubverfive  of  the  fu- 
premacy  and  constitution  of  the  ftate,  have  a  right  to  legifla- 
tive  and  executive  capacities  in  the  ftate  ?  It  is  alfo  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  all  the  officers  of  the  navy  and  in  the  army  ferv- 
ing  in  Great  Britain  are  Proteftants,   and  muft  be  fo,  by 
the  laws  there  in  force ;    and  that   almoft  all  the  officers 
ferving  in  the  Iriih  army  are  alfo  Proteftants.     Some  Romifh 
officers  have  lately  obtained  commiflions  in  the  Irifh  army  ; 
they  were  Irifh  gentlemen,  who  being,  by  the  popery  laws 
now  repealed,  difqualified  to  ferve  in  the  armies  of  the  Bri- 
tifti  Empire,  accepted  of  commiffions  in  the  armies  of  France, 
whilft  its  government  was  monarchical ;  the  French  monar- 
chy being  overturned,  they  no  longer  thought  themfelves 
bound  to  ferve  in  the  French  armies  ;  they  had  originally 
engaged  to  ferve  a  monarch,  and  they  difdained  to  ferve  the 
gang  of  afiaffins  who  had  ufurped  the  government  of  that 
country ;  they  were  foldiers  of  fortune,  and  had  no  fubfift- 
ence,  fave  what  they  could  procure  by  their  fwords :  yet 
with  great  fpirit  and  honour  they  abandoned  the  armies  of 
France,  and  attached  themfelves  to  thofe  of  the  coalefced 
powers,  in  which  they  ferved  with  Cgnal  bravery,  under  eve- 
ry difadvantage  of  penury  and  diftrefs  ;  their  country  viewed 
their  conduct  and  fituation  with  admiration  and  compaflion  ; 
though  they  had  long  ferved  in  the  ranks  of  her  natural 
enemy,  their  fufferings  and  their  merit  awoke  her  parental 
affe&ion  for  them,  (he  pardoned  their  paft  trarifgreffions, 
took  them  to  her  bofom,  and  gave  them  employment  in 
her  armies,  in  which  many  of  them  have  fallen,  bravely 
fighting  for  their  king  and  country,  deferving   of  better 
fate,   and  the  remainder  ferve  with  diftinguifhed  honour, 
fidelity,  courage  and  ability  ;  but  the  claim  of  Irifh  Roman- 
ifts, 


ids.,  to  the  legiflative  and  executive  capacities,  cannot  be 
fupported  on  the  gratitude  of  the  ftate  to  thefe  gentlemen 
for  their  fervices ;  every  hody  muft  fee  that  the  weight  of 
the  obligation  lies  on  their  fide. 

You  ftate,  fir,  that  to  your  meafure,  which  you  with  fo 
much  fraud  ftile  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  it  was 
objected,  "  that  it  was  irreconcileable  with  the  fafety  of  the 
"  king."    I  do  not  recollect  that  any  fuch  objection  was 
made  to  it ;  but  to  this  objection  of  your  own  making,  you 
infert  the  following  anfwer  as  petulant  as  it  is  fraudulent, 
"  That  the  capacities  of  three- fourths  of  the  people  (hould 
*'  riot  be  made  a  perfonal  compliment  to  his  majefty  :"  Your 
infolence  in  dragging  in  the  name  of  his  majefty  on  all  occa- 
fions,  that  you  may  take  opportunities  of  avowing  your  hof- 
tility  to  monarchy  in  a  contemptuous  manner,  is  too  obvious 
to  be  overlooked.     The  fraud  of  your  anfwer  confifts  in  your 
magnifying  the  relative  number  of  Irim  Romanifts,  and  infi- 
nuating,  that  the  rejection  of  their  claim  to  the  legiflative 
and  executive  capacities,  firft  ftarted  and  purfued  by  you,  is 
founded  on  the  gratification  of  the  mere  whim  and  caprice 
of  his  majefty,  and  thereby  endeavouring  to  fofter  and  en- 
courage their  republican  opinions,  by  infpiring  them  with  a 
perfonal  diflike  to  their  fovereign  ;  the  reafons  I  have  before 
flated  were. urged  againft  your  meafure  of  emancipation,  and 
it  was  afferted,  and  truly,  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  weaken, 
if  not  fubvert,  the  Proteftant  eftablimment  of  Ireland,  and 
that  his  majefty  could  never  confent  to  fuch  a  meafure,  be- 
caufe  his  confent  would  be  a  violation  of  his  coronation  oath, 
by  which  he  fwore  he  would  to  the  utmojl  of  his  power  maintain 
the  Proteftant  reformed  religion  as  ejlablijhed  by  laiv  ;  but  it 
never  was  aflerted  or  admitted,  cither  in  debate  or  otherwife', 
that  the  Irifh  Romanifts  would  be  able  to  endanger  his  ma- 
jefty's  fafety  by  a  rebellion,  in  cafe  his  majefty  mould  refufc 
his  confent  to  fuch  a  meafure  ;  it  was  indeed  aflerted,  that 
fuch  a  rebellion,  (which  was  repeatedly  threatened  by  you,) 
would  be  attended  by  their  own  ruin  and  deftruction,  as  was 
the  cafe  in  former  Irifti  rebellions.     You  ftate,  and  for  once 
you  ftate  truly,  that  it  was  objected  to  fuch  a  meafure,  "  that 
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«  it  was  irreconcilable  to  the  connexion  of  Ireland  with 
«  England,"  and  your  anfwer  to  this  objection  is  the  efience 
of  deception  and  fedition  ;  it  is  thus,  "  Such  argument  is  of 
"  a  dangerous  and  infulting  nature,  for  it  amounts  to  a  de- 
"  claration,  that  the  privileges  of  a  vaft  portion  of  a  nation 
"  fhould  be  facrified  to  another  country,  that  it  was  not  the 
"  old  internal  queftion,  whether  the  privileges  of  one  part. 
"  qf  Ireland  mould  be  facrificed  to  the  ambition  of  the  other, 
"  but  whether  a  vaft  defcription  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
"  (hould  be  facrificed  to  England  ;"  you  then  proceed  to  ftate 
the  following  cafe :  "  Suppofe  Ireland  the  feat  of  government, 
"  and  that  for  the  better  fecuring  the  fafety  of  the  king  here 
**  refident,  and  the  connexion  of  Great  Britain  with  Ireland, 
"  that  the  Irifh  (hould  incapacitate  all  the  Proteftants  of 
"  IJngland,  ^e  fame  affection  which  England  on  that  fup- 
"  pofition  would  afford  to  the  Irifh,  the  fame  affe&ion  has 
"  (he  now  a  right  to  expect  from  Ireland."  Before  I  com- 
ment on  the  venom  of  this  anfwer,  I  (hall  expofe  its  fophiftry 
Connexion  and  inanity ;  it  is  entirely  founded  on  the  affiimption  of  the 
'^  following  propofition,  that  the  connexion  of  the  two  coun- 
highly  ad-  tries,  is  folely  for  the  advantage  of  Great  Britain,  and  npt 
tob^STbut ^or  t^ie  ac^antage  °f  Ireland.  This  propofition  has  been 
more  parti-  maintained  by  all  the  Romifh  orators  at  the  aflembly  of  the 
Ireland.10  popular  and  energetic  Romanifls  at  Francis- ft reet  chapel  be- 
fore-mentioned, particularly  byKeogh  and  M'Neven,  two  of 
your  PiomiQi  committee  ;  they  indeed  went  a  little  further, 
and  ftated,  that  the  connexion  was  deftru&ive  to  Ireland  : 
yet  no  propofition  can  be  falfer  in  fa&  ;  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  highly  advantageous  to  both,  they 
^are  each  parts  of  one  and  the  fame  empire,  and  as  the  limbs 
derive  life  and  vigour  from  the  trunk  in  the  human  frame, 
and  as  its  difmemberment  tends  to  its  diflblution,  and  thfc 
feparated  limbs  lofe  all  animation  before  the  trunk,  the  cafe 
is  precifely  the  fame  in  States  and  Empires.  If  Ireland 
fhould  be  feparated  from  Great  Britain,  the  deftru&ion  of 
Ireland  as  an  independent  nation,  muft  precede  that  of  Great 
Britain.  Great  Britain  might  perhaps  be  able  to  fupport  her- 
fclf  in  an  independent  ftate,  though  Ireland  (hould  be  torn 
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from  her,  Ireland  never  could  ;  there  is  no  man,  who  con&» 
ders  the  prefent  (late  of  Europe,  but  muft  admit,  that  Ire- 
land could  not  by  her  own  ftrength  fever  herfelf  from  Britain, 
(he  muft  be  indebted  to  a  foreign  nation  for  effecting  fuch  a 
revolution,  if  at  all  practicable  ;  and  (he  muft  conftantly  in- 
creafe  that  debt  to  maintain  the  revolution,  until  the  debt 
equalled  her  full  value,  then  (he  would  become  the  property 
of  the  mortgagee,  and  be  reduced  to  flavery  for  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  debt.    Let  As  now  compare  the  fituation  of  Ireland 
connected  with  Great  Britain,  with  her  fituation,  if  fevered 
from  it.     At  prefent,  as  one  of  the  French  conventionifts 
ftated,  the  marine  has  made  Europe  the  miftrefs  of.  the  world, 
and  Great  Britain  the  miftrefs  of  Europe^  -  Ireland  under  the 
protection  of  the  invincible  Britifti  navy,  and  without  being 
at  the  expence  of  a  fingle  (hip  of  War,  exports  her  manu- 
factures to  all  parts  of  the  earth,  acceffible  to  (hips,  (he  has 
the  full  advantage  of  the  trade  of  the  Britifh  colonies  and 
fifheries,  (he  is  protected  by  the  fame  means  from  all  invafion 
of  foreign  enemies,  and  in  the  rrijdft  of  a  war,  which  has 
ruined  and  defolated  the  fined  parts  of  Europe,  (he  has  ex- 
tended her  trade,  and  manufactures  ;  and  if  undifturbed  by 
domeftic  traitors  and  incendiaries,  would  have  remained  in  a 
ftate  of  the  moft  perfect  internal  tranquility  and  profperity ; 
at  the  fame  time  her  public  burthens,  if  eftimated  by  her  abi- 
lity and  fecurity,  and  compared  with  thofe  of  other  countries, 
and  even,  of  part  of  the  Britifli  Empire,  are  insignificant. 

But  what- would  be  the  fituation  of  Ireland,  if  fevered  from 
Great  Britain,  and  on  the  fuppofition  that  (he  was  able  to 
fupport  herfeif  as  an  independent  ftate,  which  I  have  already 
(hewn  is  impracticable ;  (he  would  in  fuch  cafe  lofe  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Britifh  navy,  ftie  muft  either  create  a  navy  at  a 
great  public  expence,  or  her  foreign  trade,  without  which, 
being  an  ifland  comparatively  fmall,  ihe  could  not  fubfift, 
muft  be  at  the  mercy  of  every  other  maritime  ftate  ;  and 
fuch  is  the  limited  nature  of  her  refources,  that  fhe  never 
could  hope,  in  any  degree  of  probable  profperity,  to  be  able 
to  maintain  a  navy  capable  of  coping  with  the  navies  of  the 
great  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  and  fcarcely  with  the 
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(mailer  ones,  ot  with  the  Barbary  pirates  :  confequently  flic 
mud  be  obliged  always  to  crouch  beneath  the  dominion,  in- 
fults,  and  oppreflion,  of  ftich  ftates,  and  her  trade  muft  be 
burthened  with  taxes  and  impdfitions  equal  to  the  fupport  of 
a  navy  ;  (he  would  be  excluded  from  the  whole  trade  of  the 
Britifti  Weft  Indian  colonies,  and  frpm  the  fifheries  of  New- 
foundland, and  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence  s  her  manufac- 
tures, which  by  the  late  regulations  in  the  Eaft  India  trade, 
found  their  way  to  the  Eaft,  would  lofe  that  mart  5  her  Bal- 
tick  trade,  whence  alone  (he  could  be  fupplied  with  naval 
ftores,  particularly  timber,  of  which  (he  has  not  now  of  he* 
own  growth,  fufficient  to  build  a  wherry,    would  be  inter- 
rupted  arid  cut  off  at  the  pleafure  of  Great  Britain,  and  her 
channel  trade  would  lie  under  the  fame  difadvantage  ;  in  the 
event  of  a  war  between  her  and  Great  Britain  (which  muft 
frequently  happen,  if  our  demagogues  are  to  be  credited, 
who  aflert  that  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  two  countries 
are  incompatible)  all  her  Eaftern  ports  muft  be  clofed,  and 
her  foreign  commerce  annihilated,  from  Dcrry  to  Kinfale  ; 
it  is  evident  that  internal  poverty,  mifery,  defolation,  and 
fubjugation  to  the  horrible  tyranny  of  the  French  aflaflins 
would  in  the  end  be  the  inevitable  fate  of  Ireland,  if  feparated 
from  the  Britifh  Empire  ;  and  I  confole  myfelf  and  my  coun* 
trymen  on  the  impracticability  of  the  fcheme,  even  though 
the  execution  of  it  (hould '  be  undertaken  by  you,  fir,  and 
your  affociates.     The  argument  however  againft  your  eman- 
cipation meafure,  as  you  call  it,  that  it  is  irreconcilable  to  the 
connexion  of  England  and  Ireland,  does  not  amount  to  a  decla- 
,  ration,  that  the  privileges  of  a  vaft  or  of  any  portion  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Ireland  are  to  be  facrificed  to  the  interefts  of 
another  country,  as  you  ftile  Great  Britain ;  or  as  you  more 
emphatically  ftate  it,  that  a  vaft  defcription  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land jhould  be  facrificed  to  England  ;  but  it  does  amount  to  a 
declaration,  that  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland,  one  full  third  of 
the  inhabitants  in  number,  and  nineteen  parta  out  of  twenty 
in  energy,  power,  and  property,  do  conceive,  that  the  grant 
of  the  legiflative  and  higher  executive  capacities  to  the  other 
two  thirds,  who  hold  principles,  as  articles  of  faith,  fubver- 
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five  of  the  conftitution  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  of  which  Ire- 
land is  but  a  part,  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  inter- 
efts,  not  of  Great  Britain  alone,  but  of  Ireland  alfo,   and 
would  be  irreconcileable  to  the  connexion  between  the  two 
countries,  in  as  much  as  it  would  tend  to  fubvert  that  con- 
ftitution in  Ireland,  which  is  and  ought  to  be,  the  common 
conftitution  of  the  two  countries,  and  to  loofe  and  flacken  the 
bands  of  that  connexion  on  which  depends  not  only  the  prof- 
perity  of  Ireland,  but  its  falvation  ;   and  which  connexion  it 
is  more  the  intereft  of  Ireland  to  preferve  indiflbluble,  than 
it  is  of  Great  Britain,  though  its  prefervation  is  the  intereft 
of  both  ;  and  in  as  much  alfo  as  the  Romanifts  of  Ireland 
amount  to  about  a  fixth  part  only  of  the  European  population 
of  the  Britifh  Empire,  and  poflefs  not  one  hundredth  part  of 
its  ft^ength  and   energy,   and  therefore  cannot   upon  any 
grounds  either  of  reafon  or  civil  policy  claim  fuch  capacities. 
Another  argument  to  prove  that  fuch  emancipation  would 
injure  the  connexion  of  the  two  countries,  which  has  been 
often  urged  againft  you,  and  which  you  have  never  anfwered, 
is,  that  the  (landing  committee  of  the  Irim  Romanifts,  whom, 
you  conftantly  ftate  to  be  the  legitimate  reprefentatives  of 
the  whole  Romanifts  of  Ireland,  and  to  whofe  orders  and 
dire&ions  a  very  great  portion  of  the  Irim  Romanifts  have  in 
farfl  regularly  fubmitted,  and  who  are  the  perfons  whom  you 
ftile  the  popular  and  energetic  part  of  that  communion ,  with 
whom  alone_  of  all  that  body  you  have  any  connexion,  and 
who  are  your  organs  with  that  body,  have  publicly  and  fo- 
lemnly   declared    their    inveterate   and   rancorous   hoftility 
againft  the  connexion  of  England  and  Ireland  -,  and  their  de- 
termined purpdfe  to  attempt  a  feparation  pf  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  the  ettablHhment  of  a  republic  in  Ireland,  when- 
ever they  (hall  have  an  opportunity.     See  their  fpeeches  in 
Francis-ftreet  chapel,  publifhed  by  the  authority  of  this  com* 
mittee,  and   other  their  daily  publications  in  the  Romifh 
journals. 

This  cafe4  frr,  you  have  put  by  no  means  applies  to  the 
arguments  ufed  againft  your  emancipation  fchemc,  when 
fairly  explained  ;  To  place  the  exclufion  of  the  Iriih  Roman- 
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ifts  from  the  legiflative  and  higher  executive  capacities  in? 
Ireland  (which  you  fuppofe,  contrary  to  fad,  to  be  effeaed 
by  the  Englifli  Proteftants  when  it  is  really  effected  by  the 
Irifli  Proteftants;  in  a  ridiculous  light,  you  put  your  cafe 
to  (hew,  that  it  would  be  as  reafonable  for  the  Irifh  Roman- 
ills,  if  the  King  was  refident  in  Ireland,  to  incapacitate  all  the 
Engliih  Proteftants,,  as  for  the  Englifh  Proteftants,  the  King 
refiding  in  England,  to  incapacitate  the  Irifh  Romanifts.  In 
the  firil  place  your  cafe  is  built  on  a  fajf.ty,  to  wit,  that  the 
Englifh  Protetlants  have  incapacitated  the  Irifh  Romanifts  ; 
if  called  upon,  they  would,  as  good  fubjefits,  affift  the  Irifh 
Proteftants  in  extinguifhing  the  flames  of  ^rebellion,  if  they 
fnould  blaze  forth' in  Ireland  on  the  fcore  of  this  incapacity, 
becaufe  in  fo  doing  they  would  only  fupport  the  general  con* 
flitution  of  the  Britifh  Empire  •,  but  fuppofing  the  fituatiorc 
of  affairs  both  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  be  as  you  have 
flated,  I  fhall  examine  the  juftice  of  your  application  of  the 
cafe.  The  whole  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  may  be  faid  to 
be  Proteftants,  for  the  Romanifts  among  them  are  fo  few  in 
number,  not  being  one  in  two  or  three  hundred,  that  they 
may  be  reputed,  what  the  Mathematicians  call,  an  evanef- 
cent  quantity  •,  the  inhabitants  are  four  times  more  numerous 
than  thofe  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  t,wo- 
thirds  only  are  Romanifts  ;  the  reft  are  Proteftants :  to  pre- 
ferve  any  degree  of  conCfteney  in  your  cafe,  you  muft  fup- 
pofe the  Monarch  of  the  Britifrrlflands,  refident  in  Ireland 
to  be  a  Ronranift,  and  the  eftablilhed  religion  to  be  Romifh  j 
you  then  fuppofe  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  not  'one-fixth  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Britifh  iflands,  able  to  incapacitate  the 
whole  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain  !  And  you 
flate  exprefsly,  "  that  you  were  juftified  in  making  tkefefuppo- 
"  fttions  ;"  your  deduction  from  it  is,  "  that  Ireland  is  not 
,  .'*  bound  to  afford  greater  uffcttion  to  England  now,  than  Eng- 
'*  land  would  be  bound  to  afford  to  her  on  ihe  fuppcfnirm  of  the 
"  reality  of  fuch  cafe?  or  in  plain  Englifh,  that  the  Romifh 
inhabitants  of  Ireland  are  now  bound  to  hate  and  deteft 
the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  as  much  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  latter,  would  be  bound 'to  hate  and  deteft 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  former,  if  your  cafe  was  real ;  but 
your  cafe,  fir,  will  not  juftify  your  deduction,  becaufe  it  is 
more  corifonant  to  the  rules  of  juftice  to  incapacitate  a  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  one  nation  part  of  a  great  Empire, 
about  one-fixth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  Empire,  if  their 
principles  are  hoftile  to  the  general  conilitution,  than  all  the 
inhabitants  of  another  nation  part  of  the  fame  Empire,  near 
four  times  larger  than,  the  nation  whofe  inhabitants  are'  par- 
tially incapacitated,  and  at  lead  fifty  times  more  powerful ; 
and  therefore  the  Trim  Roman! fts,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  af- 
fairs, have  lefs  right  to  complain  of  their  incapacity,  than 
the  whole  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  would  have,  in  the 
cafe  you  iuppofe,  and  confequently  their  degree  of  refent- 
ment  againft  tnofe  who  incapacitated  them  fhould  be  lefs  ; 
but  in  truth,  fir,  your  whole  argument,  and  your  cafe  com- 
pofe  one  heap  of  moft  extravagant  abfurdity  ;  you  attempt  to 
eftablifli  by  fludied  falfejiood,  deception,'  fophiftry,  and  im- 
probable fictions,  the  monftrous  dodrine,  that  the  ftate  is 
guilty  of  oppreffion,  in  excluding  from  the  legiflative  and 
higher  executive  capacities,  a  clafs  of  fubjects,  fcarc^e  amount- 
ing in  number  to  a  fixth  part  of  the  whole  ;  and  in  power  and 
property,  when  compared  with  their  fellow  fubje£t,s,  incdnfi- 
tlerable ;  .whofe  avowed  principles  are  hoftile  to  the  eftablim- 
ed  conftitution  both  in  church  and  ftate. 

But  notwithftanding  the  general  flimfmefs  and  abfurdity 
of  your  arguments,  which  you  endeavour  at  the  fame  time 
to  difguile  and  prop,  by  affirming  a  kind  of  dogmatic  im- 
portance, they  are  fufficientiy  fupplied  with  venom  and  ma- 
lignity -,  the  Haver  and  fpume  of  a  toad  are  not  the  lefs  poi- 
fonous,  becaufe  they  are  frothy  ;  and  in  this  laft  argument 
your  malicious  purpofe  of  animating  the  Irifh  Romanifts 
againft  their  Proteftant  fellow  fubjecls,  Irifli  as  well  as  Eng- 
lil'h,  is  eminently  prominent.  You  ftate  that  the  old  inter- 
nal queftion  in  this  kingdom  was,  whether  the  privileges  of 
one  part  of  IrelaiKflhould  be  facrifice.4  to  another,  intimating 
that  the  privileges  of  the  Jrifli  Romanifts  have  been  always 
heretofore  facrificed  to  the  ambition'  of  Irifti  Proteftants ; 
but  that  now  the  queftion  is,  whether  a  vaft  defcription  of 
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the  people  of  Ireland  fhould  be  facrificd  to  England,  and 
that  fuch  queftion  is   of  an  infulting  nature,  and  that  it  is 
England  which  incapacitates  the  Irifh  Romanifts  :  Where 
you  mention  the  influence  of  the  Englifh  cabinet. in  Ireland, 
you  after*  that    the    nation  is  under  a  foreign  yoke,  that  is, 
that  England,  as  to  Irebnd,  is  a  foreign  nation,  and  where 
you  advife  the  Irifh  who,  are  rich  and  great,  fo  foon  as  an 
infurreftion  (hall  break  out  in  Ireland,  to  join  the,infurgents,, 
whom  you  call  the  country,   you  mention  the  court  of  Eng- 
land, that  is  the  court  of  the  Empire,  zs  a  remote  court,  as 
the  court  of   a  foreign  prince  :  at  the  very  time  you  wrote 
thefe  inflammatory' paragraphs,  to  create  and  aggravate  na- 
tional animofitiesj  in  fupport  of  the  joint  plan  of  feparation 
of  yourfelf  and  your  colleague  Tone,  no  man  knew  better 
than  yourfelf  that  they  were  all  falfe  ;  you  well  know  that 
the  incapacities  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  were  the  work  of  the 
Irifh  Proteftants  for  their  own   protection,  and  not  of  the 
Englim  ;  you  well  know  that  the  feveral  a£h  pafled  in  Ireland 
thefe  twenty  years  laft  pad  for- repealing  the  popery  laws,, 
and  particularly  the  acl/of  the  year  1/93,  would  never  have 
pafled  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons^  had  not  the  intereft  of 
government,  and  in  facl:  what  is  called  the  Englifh  intereft, 
joined  the  party  in  the  Houfe,  which  fupported  thefe  a£h  of 
repeal :  when  you  ftile  Great  Britain  a  foreign  nation,  and 
the  court  of  St.  James's  a  foreign  court,  you  feem -to  forget, 
or  at  leaft  to  overlook,  the  a£ts  of  the  Irifh  parliament,  de- 
claring Ireland  to  be  infeparably  annexed  to,  and  dependent 
on,   the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  a£ts  en- 
joining the  oath  of  fupremacy  to  be  taken  in  Ireland,  the 
words  of  which  oath  are,  "-that  no  foreign  prince.,  prelate, 
"  ftate,  or  potentate,  hath  or  ought  to  have  any  ju'rifdi&ion, 
M  power,  fuperiority,   pre-eminence,  or  authority,  ecclefi- 
"  aftical  or  fpiritual,  within  this  realm  ;"  and  that  if  Great 
Britain  be  a  foreign  country,  and  the  king  of  it  consequently 
a  foreign  princ!e,  the  Irifh   Proteftants  by  that  oath  abjure 
the  ecclefiaftical  authority  of  his  majefty,  in  diredt  defiance 
of  our  own  laws  and  ftatutes.     But  you  are  fo  fet  upon  the 
•xccuiion  of  your  plan,  to  feparate  the  two  nations,  that 


you  abandon  all  pretence  to  truth  and  candour  in  the  purfuit, 
you  run  head-long  into  all  kinds  of  abfurdity  ;  and  are  con- 
fident in  one  point  only,  that  is,  in  an  inveterate  bollility 
againft  the  conftitution  of  your  country  in  church  and  ftate. 

A  gentleman  of  learning  and  ability,  lately  in  a  pamphlet  Remarks 
entitled,  "  Some  Obfervations  on  a  late  Addrefs  to  the  Citi-  phiet,eu- 

"  zens  of  Dublin,"  expofed  with  equal  fpirit  and  truth  manvtulet*' 

"  "  Some  Ob- 
of  your  abfurdities,  and  many  of  your  falfehoods,  contained  fervations 

in  this  your  addrefs.     He  has  proved  to  a  demonftration,0*1, ,  arte 

;  .  „  Addrefs  to 

that  the  prefent  disturbances  in  this  country  did  not  arife  the  Citizens 
from  the  influence  of  the  Britifti  cabinet,  from  attempts  ofof  ^ul 
the  minuter  to  fubvert  the  parliamentary  conftitution  by  the 
influence  of  the  crown;  nor  from  the  treatment  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  Catholic  fubjecls  as  afierted  by  you  ;  and  he  has  det£cT> 
ed  and  expofed  your  ignorance,  and  your  malice,  in  your  ac- 
count of  what  you  ftile  with  fuch  claffic  elegance  (allowing 
your  attic  companions,  friars  O'Leary  and  HuflTey  to  be  claf- 
fics)  the  birth  of  the  borough  Inundation.  There  are  however 
fome  points  in  which  I  cannot  agree  with  this  writer,  and  as 
they  are  points  on  which  much  of  the  public  tranquillity  de- 
pends, and  as  I  efteem  the  author  to  be  a 'friend  to  the  con- 
ftitution, whofe  authority  muft  have  confiderable  weight,  I 
deem  it  neceflary  here  to  examine  his  arguments  on  thefe 
points,  and  explain  my  reafons  for  diflenting  from  him;  not 
as  his  political  antagonift,  but  as  a  friend  to  the  coriflitution . 
alfo,  who  when  he  differs  in  opinion  from  any  other  of  its 
fupporters,  and  particularly  from  a  perfon  of  fo  much  ability 
as  the  writer,  deems  it  a  compliment  due  to  him,  to  lay  be- 
fore him,  and  the  public, ,  the  ground  of  his  opinion, 

vHe  dates,  ".that  eligibility  to  certain  great  offices  of  the 
4t  ftate,  and  feats  in  the  legiflature,  (that  is  the  legiflative 
"  and  higher  executive  capacities)  have  been  withheld  from 
"  <Roman  Catholic  gentlemen,  but  not  from  the  lower  or- 
"  ders  of  th at r communion,  becaufe  it  is  morally  impoflible 
"  for  men  in  their  rank  of  life,  to  attain  fach  fituations : 
*l  that  fuch  ineligibility  is  calculated  to  wound  a  very  natu- 
**  ral  pride  in  Roman  Catholic  noblemen  and  gentlemen," 
<(  -and  to  create  amongft  them  a  well  warranted  difcontent  j 

"  that 


150 

"  that  it  is  a  fpecies  of  ftigma  that  muft  be  galling  to  men 
"  of  birth  and  property,  that  fuch  drfcontent  does  reign 
"  amongft  the  aViftocraey  of  the  Roman  -Catholic  commu- 
"  nion,  that  it  is  to  be  regretted  when  in  1793  (tne  Era  o* 
«  the  pafling  of  the  laft  ad  for  the  relief  of  Irilh  Roman- 
<c  ifts'  th$  political  principle,  which  could  alone  juftify  Ro- 
"  man  Catholic  political  exclufion,  was  totally  given  up,  that 
"  any  of  thofe  political  exclufions  fhould  be  fufFered  to  re- 
*l  main,  it  was  preferring  the  hardfhip,  and  at  the  fame 
c<  time  acknowledging  the  injuftice  of  impofing  it  •,  and  then 
"  he  concludes,  that  there  is  no  man  who  has  the  capacity 
<f  of  obfervmg  and  reflecting,  who  has  watched  the  progrefs 
<f  of  opinion,  who  has  feen  the  change  that  within  the  laft 
<c  three  years  has  in  this  country,  taken  place  in  the  Protef- 
"  tant  mind,  and~the  effects  upon  the  underftandings  of  all 
"  men  produced  by  the   prefent  mod  extraordinary   and 
*'  eventful  times,  that  muft  'not  be  in  his  confcience  con- 
'S'vinced,  that  the  period  cannot  be  diftant1  nay,  that  it 
<c  muft  be  very  near,  when  all  heart-burnings  and  diflennons 
<(  upon  this  remaining  branch  of  a  queftion,  that  in  all  its 
"  various  parts,  has  fo  long  /agitated  the  country,  fhall  be 
<{  for  ever  laid  afleep,  by  the  arrival  of  that  happy  day  for 
ct  Ireland,  when  all  her  foqs  fhall  form  but  one  people,  and 
<(  the  Prot^ftant  (hall  know  of  no  difference  between  him 
"  and  the  Catholic,  the  Catholic  know  of  none  between 
"  him  and  the  Proteftant,  fave  only  that  It  is  at  different  a/- 
">tarsy  that  they  ivorjhip  the  fame  God"  t  Thus,  fir,  this  au^ 
thor,  though  he  proves  that  the  rejection  of  the  meafure  of 
Catholic  emancipation,"  as  you  call  it,  has  not  been  one  of 
the  caufes  of  the  prefent  diftracleil  ftate  of  the  country,  yet 
admits,  that  it  is  a  meafure  which  very  fpeedily  will  be  adopt- 
ed -,  and  that  the  legislative,  and  higher  executive  capacities, 
will  be  immediately  conceded  to  the  Irim  Romanifts,  in  as 
full  an  extent  as  you  can  poffibly  contend  for  ;  his  reafons 
briefly  are,  firft,  that  all  which  has  been  done  for  the  Irifh 
Romanitts  by  the  repeal  of  the  popery  laws  has  operated  in 
favour  of  the  democracy  of  that  communion,  who  have  not 
merited  it  fo  much  as  the  ariftocracy  ;  and  "that  it  is  reafon- 
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-able,  that  fomething  {hould  be  done  for  the  Romifli  arifto- 
cracy,  who  have  good  caufe  to  be  difcontented- with  their 
preient  fituation.  And,,  fecondly,  that  a  great  change  has 
happened  in  the  minds  of  Proteftants ,  in  favour  of  thofe 
claims  of  the  Irifii  Romanifts  within  thefe  three  years  Jail 
pad.  To  the  firft  reafon  I  object,  that  it  feems  to  be  advan- 
ced without  fufficient  confederation  or  information  on  the 
fubjetr,,  for  if  the  laws  ena&ed  in  favour  of  the  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts  for  thefe  twenty  years  lad  pail  are  examined,  it  will 
be  found,  that  almoft  the  whole  benefit  -of  them  falls  to  the 
fliare  of  the  Romifli  ariftocracy,  and  not  democracy.  The 
only  benefit  which  the  democracy  of  that  communion  has 
acquired  by  thefe  laws  is,  that  the  poor  Romifh  farmers,  or 
inhabitants  of  a  corporate  town,  may  become  voters  at  elec- 
tions for  members  of  parliament,  and  obtain  leafes  of  land 
or  houfes  for  lives,  or  for  a  longer  term  than  thirty  one 
years;  the  right  of  voting  at  elections  for  members  of  par- 
liament feems  to  be  of  little  value  to  a  poor  Romifh  forty 
{hilling  freeholder  •,  and  to  poor  perfons  the  difference  be- 
ttwccn  the  value  of  a  leale  for  thirty  one  years,  and  a  leafe 
for  lives  or  a  longer  term,  does  not  feem  to  be  very  con- 
Gderable,  as  their  poverty  difables  them  from  paying  fines, 
and  therefore  they  generally  pay  the  full  value  of-  the  land 
for  rent,  and  the  fame  caufe  prevents  them  from  making  va- 
luable improvements.  But  the  Romifli  arijtiocracy,  amongft 
which  I  count  wealthy  men  able  to  purchafe  eftates,  have 
gained  very  great  advantages  b-y  the 'repeal  of  the  popery 
:laws,  fuch  as  have  eitates  can  retain,  and  fuch  as  have, 
money  can  acquire  and  retain,  their  eftates  without  impend- 
ing ruin  from  bills  of  difcovery,  gavel  laws,  profligacy  and 
plunder  of  their  conforming  children.  The  magiftracy,  and 
all  the  offices  of  the  Rate,  including  army  and  revenue,  are 
laid  open  to  them  (about  two  and  thirty  places  excepted)  a 
college  is  creeled  and  endowed  by  the  ftatefor  the  education  v 
of  their  children,  and  tjhe  Univerfity  of  Dublin  is  opened 
tOvthem  for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  thfey  are  put  completely  on 
a  footing  with  all  the  other  fubjecls  of  the  ftate,  in  refpect 
to  all.  privileges  except  the  legiflative  and  higher  executive 
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capacities ;  the  firft  argument  therefore  of  this  author  for 
emancipation,  is  not  as  I  conceive  founded  on  fact,   and 
therefore  has  but  little  weight  with  me  ;  his  fecond  argument, 
from  the  change  in  the  minds  of  Proteftants  in  favour  of  the 
claims  of  Romanics  within  thefe  three  years  laft  pad,  I  con- 
fefs  furprifes  me  :  I  never  heard,  nor  can  I  find  from  my 
own  experience,  that  any  fuch  change  has  been  effected,  nor 
can  I  conceive,  that  any  fuch  change  in  the  Proteftant  mind 
ever  will  be  effected,  until  Romanifts  {hall  confent  to,  take 
the  teft,  the  rejection  of  which  by  them  is  the  fole  caufe  of 
their  prefent  incapacity ;  I  conceive  myfelf  (perhaps  erro- 
neoufly)  to  be  a  man  who  has  the  capacity  of  obferving  and 
reflecting  ;  I  have  watched  the  progrefs  of  political  opinions, 
and  I  never  perceived  the  minds  of  real  Irifh  Proteftants  to 
be  changed  in  favour  of  the  claims  of  the  Romanifts  to  the 
legiflative  and  higher  executive   capacities  ;  I  never  heard 
any  real  Irifh  Proteftant  maintain  the  paradox,  that  it  was 
for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate  to  intruft  the  functions  of  fram- 
ing laws  and  executing  them,  to  a  clafs  of  people,  who  hold 
itj  an  article  of  their  faith,  that  the  ftate  has  but  a  partial  au- 
thority to  bind  them  by  the  laws  it  enacts,  and  confequently 
that  they  are  in  confcience  bound,  not  only  to  decline  all  ac- 
tive obedience  to  many  of  thefe  Jaws,  but  to  give  them  all 
kind  of  active  refiftance  ;  fome  perfons  indeed  who  ufurp 
the  title  of  Proteftants,  but  are  in  truth  infidels,  difciples  of 
Paine,  Price,  and  Prieftley,  and  determined  republicans,  as 
I  have  already  obferved,  do  fupport  fuch  a  dogma,  becaufe 
they  think,  and-juftly,  that  the  propagation  of  fuch  an  opi- 
nion amongft  the  fubjects,  weakens  the  ftate,  and  affifts  their 
projects  of  fubverfion,  which  muft  commence  with  anarchy  ; 
and  the  bitter  lamentations  in  the  feditious  prints  for  the 
want  of  what  the  republicans  call  public  fpir.it,  fhew  that 
fuch  perfons  are  not  fufficiently  numerous  or  powerful  Co 
overturn  the  ftate.     This  writer  obferves^,"  that  at  the  time 
"  of  pafiing  the  laft  ad  for  the  relief  of  Irim  Romanifts, 
"  the  political  principle  which  could  alone  juftify  Roman  Ca- 
:<  tholic  political  exclufion,  was  totally  given  up."     I  wifh  he 
fead  particularly  mentioned  the  political  principle,  which  he 
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fuppofed  then  to  have  been  totally  given  up  ;  Romanifts,  un- 
der certain  qualifications,  were  by  that  aft,  enabled  to  vote 
at  elections  of  members  of  parliament ;  the  principle  which 
excluded  Romanifts  from  that  privilege  was  then  given  up, 
but  the  principle  which  excluded  Romanifts  from  the  legi- 
ilative  and  higher  executive  capacities,  was  fo  far  from  being 
then  totally,  or  at  all,  given  up,  that  it  is  particularly  pre- 
ferved  and  avowed  by  the  bill,  as  the  author  may  fee  by  pe- 
rufing  it ;  and  confequently  no  injuftice,  as  he  fuppofes,  is 
acknowledged  by  "the  bill  in  preferving  this  exclufion  ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  defenfible  by  every  rule  of  reafon,  juftice  and 
political  expediency.  This  author  alfo  admits,  that  what 
you,  fir,  call  the  influence  of  the  Englifh  cabinet  is  in  fome 
degree  a  grievance  in  Ireland,  and  calls  for  redrefs ;  and  he 
alfo  concedes  the  expediency  and  juftice,  if  not  the  neceffity, 
of  fome  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parlia- 
ment ;  afierting  however,  that  in  the  prefent  crifis,  the  at- 
tempt to  reform  would  be  dangerous,  and  flioulcl  be  poft- 
poned  to  a  happier  period^;  and  I  confefs,  it  fomewhat  fur^ 
prifed  and  chagrined  me,  to  find,  that  a  man,  who  had  with 
fo  much  ability  detected,  expofed,  and  chaftifed,  your  falfe- 
hoods,  your  mifreprefentations,  your  ignorance,  and  arro- 
gande,  in  many  parts  of  your  addrefs,  (hould  thus  unac- 
countably agree  with  you  in  the  neceffity  of  the  application 
of  your  three  propofed  remedies  for  the  diforders  of  the 
ftate,  and  in  the  fanative  qualities  of  the  ingredients  of  each, 
particularly  of  the  firft,  your  emancipation  meafure,  in  the 
fulleft  extent ;  and  in  refpecl:  to  the  two  others,  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  influence  of  the  Engli(h  cabinet  in  Ireland,  and 
the  reform  of  parliament,  with  confiderable  modifications ; 
as  I  differ  from  this  writer  in  my  opinions  on  the  three 
points,  and  have  already  given  my  reafons  againft  the  eman- 
cipation meafure,  I  truft  I  {hall  be  able  in  my  animadver- 
fions  on  your  refcjn  meafure,  fatisfa&orily  to  prove  that 
what  you  call  the  influence  of  the  Englifh  £  a£»et,  muft  and 
ought  to  continue  in  Ireland,  as  long  as  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  fhall  form  one  empire,  and  monarchy  .fh all  remain 
gn  integral  part  of  our  conftitution ;  and  that  the  laws  of  the 
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1  land  furniflied  with  a  few  auxiliary  provifions,  can  afford  ef- 
fectual remedies  for  any  abufes  which  may  iron-  fcij  -c  to  rime 
creep  into  theconftitutional  mode  of  election  of  the  TV.  •-ten- 
tatives  of  the  people  in  parliament  ;  that  no  further  reform 
is  neceflary,  and  that  your  project  of  reform,  .as  brought  for- 
ward in  parliament  by  you  and  your  friends,  is  bui  the  pre- 
lude of  the  projected  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution,  and  the 
fubftitution  of  a  democratic  republic  in  its  room,  Hk-  the 
cifalpine  republic  under  the  protection  of  France,  that  is  its 
vaflal  ;  and  that  it  is  the  firft  act  only  of  the  tragedy  of  fepa- 
ration,  compofed  by  you  and  your  colleague  Tone,  now  in 
rehearfal  by  your  popular  and  energetic  Romanics,  "and 
United  Irifhmen,  to  be  performed  on  the  Irifh  'ftage  if  the 
neceflary  and  fuitable  decorations,  drefies,  and  attendants, 
to  wit,  cannon,  mortars,  mufquets,  bayonets,  pikes,  fwords^ 
daggers,  powder,  ball,  bombs,  arid  French  aflaflins,  can  be 
procured. 

Remarks         ^  '1S  neceflary  ,  however,  before  I  (late  the  plan  of  reform, 
on  Mr.       propofed  and  fupported  by  you  and  your  friends  in  parlia- 
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the  creation  thg^/y/^  of  the  borough  inundation  in  Ireland  ;  your  ravings 
on  this  'head  might  excite  pity,  if  falfehood  and  malignant 
mifreprefentation  <lid  not  appear  in  every  line,  chequered 
with  your  frenzy  :  thus  you  declaim  with  all  the  fury  of  a 
maniac,  mixed  with  all  the  falfehood  and  rancour  of  a  fiend: 
'"  Examination  into  the  fubject  had  (hewn  that  the  greater 
"  part  of  the  IriJh  boroughs  were  creations  by  the  houfe  of 
u  Stuart,  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  modelling  and  fubvert- 
"  ing  the  parliamentary  conftitution  of  Ireland,  that  thefe 
**  were  underftated,  when  called  abufes  in  the  conftitution, 
"  that  they  were  grofs  and  monftrous  violations,  recent  and 
"  wicked  innovations,  and  fatal  ufurpations  on  the  conftitu- 
"  tion  by  kings,  whofe  family  loft  the  throne,  for  crimes 
"  lefs  deadly  to  freedom,  and  who  in^heir  ftar-chamber 
"  tyranny,  in"^.2^  court  of  high  conimiflion,  in  their  fliip- 
*'  money,  or  in  their  difpenfing  power,  did  not  commit  an 
"  act  fo  diabolical  in  intention,  fo  mortal  in  principle,  or  fo 
"radically  fubverfive  of  the  fundamental  rights  of  the  realm, 
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u  as  the  fabrication  of  boroughs,  which  is  the  fabrication  of 
"  a  court  parliament,  and  the  exclufion  of  a  conftitutional 
u  commons;  which  is  a  fubverfion,  not  of  the  fundamental 
**  laws,  but  of  the  conftitutional  lawgiver ;  the  birth  of  the 
"  borough  Inundation  was  the  deftruclion  of  liberty  and  pro- 
"  'perty  ;  James  tfre  firft,  the  king  who  made  (why  did  you 
"  not  fay  begot,  J  that  inundation,  by  that  means  destroyed 
f(  the  titles  of  his  Trim  fubjeffs  to  thejr  lands,  without  the 
"  lead  ceremony — the  robbery  of  his  liberty  was  immediate- 
'*  ly  followed  by  robbery  of  his  property  (that  Is  the  robbery 
"  of  the  king's  liberty  'was  immediately  followed  by  robbery  of  the 
"  king's  property.) 

"  The  king  had  another  inftrumenf  more  fubtile  and  more 
"  pliable  than  the  fword — and  againft  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
"  jecl:  more  cold  and  deadly,  a  court  inftrument  that  mur- 
"  ders  freedom  without  the  mark  of  blood — palls  itfelf  in 
"  the  covering  of  the  conftitution,  and  in  her  own  colours % 
€f  and  in  her  name  plants  the  dagger,  a  borough  parliament  " 
You  then  proceed  with  your  rancorous  and  falfg-inve&ive  on 
the  renowned  Earl  of  Strafford,  which  as  it  has  been  already 
animadverted  upon,  I  fhall  take  no  further  notice  of  here. 

I  (hall  omit  all  comment  on  the  abfurdity  of  your  figures, 
and  your  notorious  ignorance  of  grammar,  difplayed  in  this 
rant ;  but  it  mud  not  efcape  reprehenfion,  as  a  heap  of  di- 
abolical (to  ufe  your  own  phrafe)  falfehood,  and  mifrepre- 
fentation.  It  is  an  abfolute  falfehood,  that  the  king  robbed 
(to  ufe  your  own  courtly  phrafe)  any  of  his  Trifli  fubjecls  of 
their  lands,  or  deftroyed  their  titles  to  their  lands,  by  any 
a£ts  of  what  you  call  a  borough  parliament  ;  the  title  of  the 
crown  to  lands  of  which  any  Irifh  fubjecls  were  difpofiefTed 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  firft.  was  founded  on  the  foi^i- 
tures  of  the  Irilh  rebels,  in 'the  two  great  rebellions  of  Def- 
'mond  and  Tyrone,  or  on  the  rules  of  lawful  defcent  and' in- 
heritance, accordingjb  the  ufual  courfe  of  the  common  law 
-of  Ireland,  and  not  upon  ftatute  law  or  acts  of  parliament ; 
and  in -this  all  hiftolical  accounts  of  thefe  times,  'worthy  of 
that  title,  agree  -,  it  was  indeed  complained  of  in  thofe  times, 
'that  very  long  poileffion  of  Irilh  landholders  and  their  ancef- 
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tors  gave  them  no  title  to  the  lands  fo  held  againft  very  old 
titles  to  the  fame  lands  fet  up  by  the  crown,  founded  on  the 
maxim  of  the  common  law,  of  nullum  tempos  occurrit  regi : 
and  the  titles  of  feveral  perfons  to  lands  were  defeated  on  le- 
gal proof  of  fuch  old  titles  by  the  due  courfe  of  the  old  com- 
mon law  of  the  land,  and  not  by  aa  of  parliament,  and  the 
titles  of  more  were  threatened  to  be  quertioned  •,  but  in  moft 
of  fuch  cafes,  where  forfeiture  for  treafon  was  out  of  the 
<jueftion,  the  old  pofleflbr  had  the  land,  or  a  very  large  por-. 
tion  of  it,  reftored  to  his  pofleffion,  on  his  agreeing  to  pay  a 
fmall  rent  to  the  crown,  and  on  very  moderate  terms  of  com- 
petition ;  and  in  the  cafe  of  forfeiture  for  treafon  alfo,  the 
old  Irifli  pofieflbr  had  a  great  (hare  of  his  lands  reftored  to 
him  on  like  moderate  terms,  fee  Carte's  Ormond,  ift  book, 
Morrifon,  Pacata  Hibernia,  Sir  John  Davis,  Hume,  &c.  fo 
that  here,-  fir,  you  are  guilty  of  averting  two  direcl:  falfe- 
hoods,  one  that  James  the  firft  deftroyed  the  titles  of  his 
Irifti  fubjecls  to  their  lands  without  the  lead  ceremony,  mean- 
ing without  procefs  of  law,  and  contrary  to  juftice  ;  and  the 
fecond,  that  he  did  fo,  or  irt  your  phrafe  that  he  thus  robbed 
them,  by  the  means,  or  by  the  agency,  of  a  borough  parlia- 
ment.    The  following  remark  on  this  part  of  your  addrefs 
I  have  borrowed  from  a  pamphlet  lately  publifhed,  figned 
Vindicator*  a  judicious   performance,  a  large  extract  from 
which  I  (hall  infert  as  a  complete  refutation  of  your  equally 
frantic  and  wicked  declamation,  refpe£ting  what  you  call 
the  borough  inundation,  becaufe  every  thing  the  writer  af- 
ferts  is  founded  on  incontrovertible  evidence  quoted  by  him, 
and  which  evidence  I  have  carefully  examined.     The  only 
parliament,  fays  Vindicator,  which  fat  in  Ireland  during  the 
wt<ite  reign  of  James  the  firft,  and  after  his  creation  of  forty 
boroughs,  fat  for  three  fliort  feffions  only,  the  firft  for  twen- 
,ty-eight  days,  the  fecond  and  third  feffions  for  only  twenty 
days  each,  in  all  fomething  more  than,  two  months — they 
pafled  ten  ftatutes,  they  are  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  printed 
flatutes,    they   neither  confifcated  the   property   of  any  of 
James's  Irifli  fubje£ts  themfelves,  nor  conferred  on  the  crown 
any  powers  to  enable  the  king  fo  to  do  >  and  James,  fo  far 
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from  making  a  court  inftrument  of  the  Irifli  parliament,  ne- 
ver called  another  during  the  remainder  of  his  reign. 

Now,  fir,  I  (hall  proceed  to  expofe  the  infamy  and  malice 
of  your  mifreprefentations  of  the  whole  of  the  tranfa&ion  of 
the  creation  of  boroughs  by  king  James  the  firft,  and  of  his 
motives  for  that  creation.     Ireland  was  pofiefled  for  feverai 
ages  by  the, kings  of  England,  under  the  ftile  of  lords,  and 
from  the  time  of  Henry  the  eighth,  of  kings  of  Ireland ;  but 
whatever  ftile  they  ufed,  they  enjoyed  not  fo  much  the  re- 
ality as  the  name  of  dominion  in  it,  for  the  heads  of  the 
Irifh  fepts  never  obeyed  them,  but  as  they  liked,  and  the 
body  of  the  people  were  governed  entirely  by  the  Brehon, 
law,  and  followed  the  Irifli  cuftorns  ;  the  Englifli  laws  indeed 
were  introduced,   but  were  obferved  only  in  the  Englifli  co- 
lony, and  prevailed  no  where  but  in  the  counties  near  Dub- 
lin, after  the  rebellion  of  fir  Caher  O'Dogherty  was  quelled 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  firft,  and  the  rebellion  meditated 
by  the  earls  of  Tyrone  and  Tyreonnel  prevented,  the  king, 
to  fettle  the  kingdom  in  tranquillity,  to  improve  the  coun- 
try, and  give  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men  a  full  afiurancc  of 
the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  property,  took  care 
to  have  the  cuftoms  of  taniftry  and  gavel  kind  condemned  by 
judgment  in  the  King's  Bench  ;  and  utterly-  abolifhed  the 
Brehon  law  in  all  its  branches  and  ufages ;  he  extended  to 
the  aboriginal  Irifli  all  the  privileges  of  fubjecls,  and  all  the 
benefit  of  the  Englim  laws,  which  he  took  care  to  have  duly 
executed  without  difference  or  diftinclion  of  perfons,  he  en- 
ereafed  the  number  of  judges  in  his  courts  of  law,  he  divided 
the  whole  kingdom  into  counties,  he  revived  the  circuits  af- 
ter two  hundred  years  difcontinuance  in  Munfter,  and  infti- 
tuted  them  in  Connaught,  and  Ulfter,  and  fent  itinerant  juf- 
tices  twice  every  year  to  hold  affizes  in  every  part  of  the  na- 
tion for  the  due  and  regular  adminiftration  of  juftice.     Par- 
liaments had  from  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fecond  been  call- 
ed from  time  to  time  in  Ireland  upon  particular  occafions, 
but  they  confided  of  few  members,  the  number  of  temporal 
peers  was  but  fmall  till  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  and  of 
thefe  fome  were  generally  either  in  rebellion  or  did  not  care 
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to  attend,  and  of  the  fpiritual,  fuch  archbiftiops  and  bi/hops 
as  were  refrdent  in  mere  Irifh  counties,  and  did  not-  acknow- 
ledge the  king  for  their  patron,  were  never  fummoned  to 
parliament ;  and  as  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  it  fometimes 
was  compofed  only  of  the  deputies  of  the  four  (hires  of  the 
pale  (Dublin,  Kildare,  Meath  and  Louth,)  and  writs  were 
n<ever  fent  any  where  but  in  (hire  ground  inhabited  by  the 
Englifh,  who  continued  in  obedience  to  the  flate,  and  in  fub- 
je&ion  to  the  Englifh  laws,  for  the  aboriginal  Irifh  in  thofe 
days  were  never  admitted,  as  well  becaufe  their  countriesly- 
ing  out  of  the  limits  of  counties  could  fend  no  knights,  and 
having  neither  cities  nor  boroughs  in  them,  .could  fend  no 
burgeffes,  to  the  parliament;  as  becaufe  they  were  deemed 
enemies;/ and  unfit  to  be  trufted  in  the  great  council  of  the 
realm,  for  before  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  Henry  the  eighth, 
when  Meath  was  divided  into  two  fhires,  there  were  no  more 
than  twelve  counties  in  Ireland  (there  were  only  eleven,  fee 
thirty  third  Henry  eighth >  chapter  2.)  befides  the  liberty  of 
Tipperary,'  and  as  the  ancient  cities  were  but  four,  and  the 
boroughs  which  fent  burgeiTes  not  above  thirty,  the  entire 
body  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  not  then  confift  of  one 
hundred  perfons  ;  queen  Mary  indeed  added  two  (hires,  re- 
ducing the  counties  of  Leix  and  Offaley  into  Counties,  (the 
King's  and  Queen's  counties)  and  erccling  boroughs  in  them, 
whereby  they^vere  qualified  to  fend  knights  and  burgefles  to 
parliament ;  and  afterwards  queen  Elizabeth,  in  fir  Henry 
Sidney's  and  fir  John  Perrott's  times,  creeled  fundry  counties 
in  Connaught  and  Ulfter,  yet  no  knjghts  were  ever  fent  from 
the  remote  parts  of  the  latter  province  ;  the  laft  parliament 
held  in  her  time  was -called  in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  her 
reign  (it  confided  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  members, 
fee  Rolls  office)  and  twenty-feven  years  of  troublefome  and  un- 
fettled  times,  had  pafied  fince  without  the  fummons  of  any  ; 
but  king  James  having  now  fettled  Ireland  in  peace,  divided 
the  whole  kingdom  into  counties,  and  erected  forty  new  bo- 
roughs in  the  feventeen  cbunties  laft  appointed,  refolved  to 
call  a  general  reprefentation  of  the  whole  nation,  in  which  all 
the  inhabitants  thereof  whether  of  the  old  Englifh  extraction 
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or  the  new  Britifh  colony,  or  the  old  Irim  natives,  fhould 
meet  together  to  make  laws  for  the  common  good  of  them- 
felves  and  their  pofterity,  fee  Carte's  Orinondy  pages  n,  13, 
1 8,  and  19. 

The  authority  of  the  above  account  of  this  the  firft  intro- 
duction amongft  the  whole  inhabitants  of -Ireland  as  a  nation, 
of  a  parliamentary  constitution  by  Jung  James  the  firft,  on 
the  exacl:  model  of  the  Englifh  parliamentary  conftitution, 
does' not  reft  folely  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Carte,  whofe  abi- 
lity, induftry,  learning,  and  candour,  entitle  him  to  great 
credit ;  the  (htutes  and  records  of  the  kingdom  prove/ it  be- 
yond contradiction.  In  the  ftatute  of  the  28th  Henry  fixth, 
chapter  2.  A.  D.  1450,  only  four  counties  are  named  as  pof- 
fefling  the  benefit  of  Engiifh  laws,  viz.  Dublin,  KiJdare? 
Meath  and  Uriel  or  Louth, — and  feventy  two  years  after- 
wards, A.  D.  1522,  in  the  13th  Henry  eighth,  chapter  3.  are 
fhefe  remarkable  words,  "  becaufe  that  right  few perfons  with- 
in the  four  /hires  where  the  kings  laivs  is  occupied  in  this  land? 

A.  D.  1570.  in  the  I2th  Elizabeth,  chapter  3.  the  (hires 
and  towns  then  obeying  the  Englifli  laws,  are  enumerated, 
and  they  only  amount  to  nine  counties  ;  and  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  two  of  thole,  viz.  the  King  apd  Queen's  coun- 
ties, had  been  a  very  mort  time  created,  and  that  the  apparent 
addition  of  another  county  was  owing  to  the  divifion  of  Meath 
into  two  counties  \  thus  from  the  year  1456  to  the  year  1570, 
a  period  of  120  years,  only  four  counties  were  added  to  the 
original  four  counties  of  the  Pale,  which  obeyed  the  Englifli 
laws:  It  is  true  tl^at/in  the  33d  Henry  the  eighth,  chapter  2. 
A.  D.  1542,  an  acl:  for  the4'  election  of  the  Lord  Juftice,  ele- 
ven counties  are  named,  but  it  does  not  follow,  that  all  thofe 
had  the  benefit  of  the  Englifh  laws,  or  parliamentary  .comti- 
tution.  *  Thefe  counties  are  named  merely  as  the  places  of 
refidence  of*the  King's  Couvfaylers,  who  were  to  be  aflembled 
in  cafe  of  the  death  of  a  Lieutenant,  Deputy  or  Juftice,  in 
order  to  chufe  another  ;  fome  great  Lords  lived  in  Munfter, 
who  were  certainly  of  the  King's  Council,  yet  into  whofe  ter- 
ritories (for  they  were  petty  princes)  the  King's  writ  never 
ran,  nor  had  the  inhabitants  in  any  (hape  the  benefit  of  the 
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Englifli  laws.  For  though  Munfter  had  been  long  nominally 
divided  into  counties,  yet  fir  John  Davis  obferves,  "  The 
"  people  were  fo  degenerate  as  no  Juflice  of  affize  durft  ex- 
"  ecute  his  commiflion  among  them."  Five  of  the  counties 
named  in  this  aft,  were  fituated  hi  Munfter^  and  certainly 
by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  the  writers  upon  the  an- 
cient (late  of  Ireland,  came  under  this  defcription.  This  re- 
duces the  number  of  counties  named  in  this  a£t,  which  had 
really  the  benefit  of  Englifli  laws,  and  parliamentary  confti- 
tution,  to  fix. 

By  the  34th  Henry  the  8th,  chap.  i.  Meath  was  divided 
into  two  counties,,  and  the  reafon  affigned  for  this  divifion 
in  the  preamble  of  the  acl:  was,  "  That  even  in  this  ancient 
"  county  of  the  Pale  in  feveral  partS(  thereof,  the  king's 
"  writs,  for  lack  of  miniltration  of  juftice,  have  not  of  late 
**  been  obeyed,  ne  his  graces  lawes  put  in  due  exercife." 
This  made  the  number  of  counties  feven.  Philip  and  Mary 
after  added  the  king's  and  queen's  counties,  which  increafed 
the  number  to  nine,  and  this  is  precifely  the  number  men- 
-  tioned  it)  the  i2th  Elizabeth,  chap.  3.  A.  D'.  1570.  From 
this  period  no  counties  were  made  by  a£l  of  parliament ; 
but  by  the  iith  Elizabeth,  chapter  9.  A.  D.  1569,  powers 
were  given  to  the  chancellor  or  keeper  of  the  great  feal  for 
the  time  being,  to  award  commiinons  for  that  purpofe. 
This  parlia'ment  of  Elizabeth  which  conferred  thefe  powers 
was  dillolved  in  1571,  and  me  never  fummoned  more  than 
one  parliament  after,  which  fat  but  a  fhort  time,  being  afTem-  > 
bled  26th  of  April,  1685,  prorogued  25th  of  May  following  ; 
aflembled  again  26th  of  April,  1686,  and  diflblved  26th  of 
May  following.  So  that  the  acl:  giving  the  power  of  creat- 
ing counties  to  the  chancellor,  &c.  if  carried  into,  execution, 
could  not  be  of  much  advantage  to  the  parliamentary  confti- 
tution  during  her  reign  •,  but  in  truth  the  intention  of  it  ne- 
ver was  compleatly  fulfilled  during  her  reign.  Sir  Henry 
Sydney,  and  after  him  Sir  John  Perrott,  did  endeavour  to 
give  effect  to  this  acl.  The  latter  divided  Ulfter  nominally 
into  feven  (hires,  but  Sir  John  Davis  obferves,  "  The  law 
"  was  never  executed  in  theie  new  counties,  by  any  iheriffs 
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tc  or  juflices  of  aflize,  but  thes  people  were  left  to  be  ruled 
**  (lill  by  their  own  barbarous  lords  and  laws."     Thus  a  very 
fmall  portion  indeed  of  thefe  new  counties  returned  mem- 
bers to  the  only  parliament  wbich  prior  to  the  13th  of  James 
the  firft  had  been  called  in  Ireland  for  the  fpace  of  42  years  j 
that  parliament  fummotied  by  James,  arid  meeting  in  May, 
1613,  being  the  firft  parliament  called  by  James  in  Ireland. 
There  is  indeed  irrefragable  proof  of  this  in  the  rolls  office. 
The  number  of  members  who  were  fummohed  in  the  laft 
parliament  of  Elizabeth  in  the  27th  year  of  her  reign,  A.  D. 
1585*  was  122,  the  numbers  fummoned  to  James's  parlia- 
ment in  1613,  amounted  to  232,  difference  no ;  But  James 
had  created  only  fort,  boroughs,  which  returned  only  eighty 
members,  conftrquently  thirty  reprefentatives  for  counties* 
that  is  the  reprefentatives  of  fifteen  counties  mud  have  fat  in 
James's  firft  parliament  in  1613,  which  never  before  fat  in 
parliament,   and    yet   in   the  laft  preceding  parliament  of 
Elizabeth  more  counties  were  reprefented  than  at  any  for- 
mer period  whatfoever  :  If  James  then  created  40  boroughs 
to  increafe  the  borough  reprefentation,  he  muft  at  the  fame 
time  be  allowed  to  have  encreafed  alfo  the  county  reprefen- 
tation to  a  great  degree,  by  adding  to  it  the  reprefentation  of 
many  counties,  which  though  nominally  created  before,  had 
never  before  been  actually  reprefented  :  Thus  it  is  notoriousi 
that  this  firft  parliament  of  James  the  firft,  formed  the  very 
firft  parliamentary  conftitution,   of  which  the  Irijh  nation 
(contradiftjnguiftied    from    the  Englifti  fettlers)    ever    pof- 
fefled  the  fmalleft  participation.     This  is  a  fa&  not  only 
eftablifhed  by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  every  writer  on 
the  affairs  of  Ireland,  but  is  put  beyond  the  poflibility  of  con- 
trover  fy  by  the  a£b  of  that  very  parliament :  The  5th  chap, 
of  its  ftatutes,  contains  a  repeal  of  fome  very  extraordinary 
acls,  one  fo  late  as  the  28th  Henry  8th,  another  ftill  later, 
the  nth  of  Elizabeth,  whence  it  will  clearly  appear  that  this 
parliament  was  the  firft  that  ever  fat  in  Ireland,  which  pla<> 
ed  the  Irifh  nation  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  Engiifh  fet- 
tlers, which  communicated  to  them  the  benefit  of  the  Eng- 
]ilh  laws,   or  fuffered  them  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  a 
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parliamentary  conftitution  :  and  was  the  firft  parliament  itf: 
which  the  whole  nation  was  fairly  reprefcnted  ;  and  this  par- 
liamentary conftitution  for  the  whole  kingdom  was  the  worb 
of  James  the  firft,  framed  on  the  exad  model  of  the  Englifti 
conftitution,  and  for  which  the  memory  of  that  benevolent 
monarch  defer ves  to  be  held  in  veneration  by  every  inhabi- 
tant of  Ireland  from  generation  to  generation,  and  which  will,, 
whilft  hiftory  or  records  (hall  be  extant,  fecure  his  charac- 
ter from  the  malicious  attacks  of  envenomed  traitors. 

The  motives  of  James  the  firft,  for  the  creation  of  40  bo- 
roughs are  plain  and  notorious  *,  firft  and  principally  he  de- 
figned  to  frame  the  parliamentary  conftitution  of  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  of  which  he  was  the  founder,  on  the  ex- 
act model  of  that  of  England  y  he  had  in  effect  created  fif- 
teen new  counties,  becaufe  it  appears  from  what  has  been  al- 
ready proved,  that  thirty  reprefentatives  for  counties  fat  in 
his  firft  parliament  wMch-had  not  fat  in  the  laft  of  Elizabeth 
nor  in  any  preceding  parliament :  in  the  counties  which  flic 
had  created  in  Gonnaught,  the  reprefentatives  of  fome  of 
wftich  might  have  fat  in  her  laft  parliament,  fhe  could  not 
have  created  many  boroughs,  if  any  at  all;   122  members 
were  fummoned  to  her  laft  parliament,  in  preceding  parlia- 
ments the  number  fummoned  was  about  100,  fo  that  (he  may 
be  faid  to  have  increafed  the  number  of  reprefentatives  by 
22,  (he  muft  therefore  have  created  fome  boroughs,  but  not 
many,  becaufe  (he  certainly  did  not  fummon  the  reprefenta- 
tives of  fifteen  new  counties,  ihe  fummoried  only  the  repre- 
fentatives of  17  counties  in  all,  as  James  brought  in  the  re- 
prefentatives of  15  counties  never  before  reprefented,  and 
the  whole  number  of  counties  in  the  kingdom  is  but  32.     In 
the  parliament  of  the  i2th  of  Elizabeth  the  reprefentatives 
of  nine  counties  only  were  fummoned,  in  that  of  the  27th 
of  her  reigri,  her  laft  parliament,  the  number  of  reprefenta- 
tives exceeded  that  of  the  i2th  of  her  reign  by  22,  yet  17 
counties  only  were  then  reprefented,  that  is  eight  counties 
more  than  were  reprefented  in  her  former  parliament,  the 
reprefentatives  of  which-  eight  counties,  amounted  to   165 
AUJ  rnuft  then  have  created  three  new  boroughs  before  the 
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fitting  of  her  laft  parliament  to  compleat  the  number  of  22 
hew  reprefentatives :  Mr,  Carte  tells  us  that  king  James  cre- 
ated thefe  40  boroughs  in  the  17  laft  created  counties ;  now 
if  king  James  ha<l  not  created  thefe  40  boroughs  in  the  lail 
17  created  counties,  15  of  the  counties  reprefented  in  the 
laft  parliament  of  Elizabeth,  that  is  lefs  than  one  half  of  the 
kingdom,  having  all  the  then  exifting  boroughs  fituated  in 
them,  would  have  returned  118  members  of  parliament,  and 
the  remaining  feventeen  counties,  more  than  half  of  the 
kingdom,  to  wit,  all  Ulfter,  Connaught,  and  part  of  Mun- 
Iter,  would  have  returned  in  the  whole  to  parliament  only 
34  members  j  which  would  be  fo  very  unequal  a  repreienta- 
tion,  that  it  could  not  be  alleged  to  have  been  framed  on 
the  Engliih  model ;  the  real  and  perfonal  property  of  the 
nation  in  general  would  not  be  fairly  reprefented }  the  re- 
prefentatives of  the  old  Englifli  colony  would  remain  the  re- 
prefentatives in  fa&  of  the  whole  nation,  as  their  defcenciants 
were  chiefly  in  poflefllon  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  which 
would  return  118  of  the  reprefentatives  ;  and  the  new 
Englifli  and  Scotch  fettlers,  and  the  great  bulk  of  the  native 
Irifh  inhabiting  the  17  new  counties,  would  in  a  manner  be 
excluded  from  parliamentary  reprefentation,  or  deprived 
of  all  intereft  or  influence  in  it,  as  their.reprefentatives  in  par- 
liament would  amount  to  34  only.  At  the  time  James  the 
firft  undertook  the  civilizing  of  this  kingdom,  and  introduc- 
ing into  it,  a  regular  government  and  constitution  on  the 
Engliih  model,  three-fourths  of  it  were  nearly  in  as  barbarous 
a  (tate  as  the  countries  inhabited  by  the  favages  in  North 
America  v  the  native  Irifli  redded  in  forefts  and  moraffes, 
their  chiefs  were  elective,  the  barbarian  who  excelled  in  fero- 
city and  ftrength,  was  always  elected  the  head  of  the  clan,  or 
the  fashem  of  the  tribe  ;  he  led  them  out  to  war,  always  un- 
dertaken for  the  purpofe  of  plundering  a  neighbouring  tribe^ 
or  the  English  colonifts  ;  the  diftricl:  belonging  to  a  tribe 
ivas  parcelled  out  among  them  by  the  chief,  or  the  lachem, 
in  fuch  proportions  as  he  thought  fit,  and  the  partition  was 
revocable  at  his  pleafure,  whiift  he  retained  his  power,  which 
however  was  very  precarious  in  its  duration  ;  a  (Ironger  and 
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fiercer  favage  generally  ending  his  domination  by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Ikeyn  or  dagger  ;  and  on  the  eledion  of  a  new- 
chief,  a  new  divifion  of  the  diftrift  amongft  the  tribe  took 
place  ;  the  portion  occupied  by  the  head  of  a  family,  on  hit 
death  was  divided  amongft  -all1  his  children,  baftards  includr 
cd,  who  were  confidered'en'a'  level  with  the  legitimate  chil^ 
dren  ;  thefe  family  partitions  were  dill  fubjecl  to  the  gene- 
ral partitions  aiiiongft  the  tribe  at  the  will  of  the  chief,  and" 
at  every  fucceflion  of  a  chief.     Thefe  modes  of  fucceflion  to 
the  chiefry  of  a  tribe,  and  of  partition  of  lands,  were  the 
principal  parts  of  the  Brehon  law,  and  were  called  Taniftry 
and  Gavelkind ;  in  truth  this  Brehon  law,  as  it  was  called, 
was  nothing  more  than  a  fyftem  of  barbarous  cuftoms  origi- 
nating in  favage  life,  and  calculated  fbr  fuch  a  life  only;  it 
is,  when  examined',    the  fyftem  of  that  mod  enlightened" 
modern1  philofopher  Tom  Paine  the   ftaymaker,  which  he 
ftilcs,  the  Rights  of  Man;     Thefe  favage  Irifh  had  no  towns 
in  theif  diftricls.     Englifli  colonifts  had  on  fome  parts  of  the 
fea  coafls  built  fome  towns  for  the  advantage  of  commerce, 
which  however  they  were  obliged'  to  fortify  fbr  their  own 
protection  ;  they  did  indeed  fow  foitie  corn,  as  do  the  favages 
in  North  America,  and  on  the  crop,  and' their  herds  of  cat- 
tle they  fubfi (led ;  they  were  univerfally  attached  with  the 
blindeft  bigotry  to  the  Romifh  profeflion,  yet  fet  at  nought 
all  the  moral  precepts  of  chriftianity,  and   wvere  chriftians 
more  in  name  than  reality;  their  ignorance  was  extreme, 
and  if  we  are,  fir,  to  believe  your  colleague  Tone,  in  the  ac- 
count of  Ireland  which  he  lately  drew  up  for  the  ufe  of  the 
French  convention,  to  induce  them  to  invade  this  countryy 
the  bulk  of  the  Irifh  natron  are  not  yet  civilized  ;  for  in  that 
account  he  defcribes  the  Irifh- peafantry  as  now  in  a  femibar- 
barour  Jiatet  and  your  popular  and  energetic  Romanifts  the 
United  Iri/Jjment  by  their  recent  moft  inhuman   murdersy 
have  fhown  that  your  colleague's  picture  of  them  is  a  juft  one. 
Elizabeth  had  compleatly  vanquiihed  and  Tubjugated  thefe 
barbarians,  and  the  benevolent  James  fucceeding  her,  deter- 
mined to  beftow  upon  them  a  regular  government,   and  to 
fqftch  them  the  arts  of  civilized  life  ;  for  this  purpofe  he  found 
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it  ^neceffary  to  introduce   amongft   them  large  colonies  of 
EngHfh  and  Scotch  fettlers,  an  induftrions  and  frugal  race, 
Skilled  in  agriculture  and  manufactures,  they  built  towns, 
*eut  down  forefts,  cultivated  the  lands,  and  eftablifhed  ma- 
nufactures, trade,  and  commerce  in  this  kingdom  ;  they  were 
all  proteftants,  they  were  bred  up  in  the  principles  of  a  free 
reprefentative   conflitution ;    which    though   fomewhat  dif- 
ferent in  England  and  Scotland,  yet  in  its,leading, principles 
was  common  to  both  countries ;  perfonal  property  by  their 
means  was  infinitely  incceafed'in  this  kingdom,  .particularly 
in  the  feventeen  newly  created  cojunties.    !t  is  the  known 
principle  of  the  Britifh  Conititution.,  founded  on  wifdom  and 
ljuftice,  that  perfonal  property  (hall  be  Teprefented  in  parlia- 
ment, as  well  as  real  property.     That  conftitution  had  vefted 
*he  power  of  determining,  what  portion  of  the  people  fhould 
be  permitted   to  .vote  for  reprelentatives   of  the   perfonal 
property  of  the, nation  ^parliament,  in  the  crown,  as  part 
-of  the  prerogative  £  that  power   from  the  reign   of  Henry 
the  3d  down  to  that  of  William  the  $d  had  been  from  time 
to  time  exercifed  by  the  crown,  in  granting  charters  of  incor- 
poration to  certain  towns  according  to  its  difcretion,  empow- 
ering the  perfons  defcribed  in  fuch  charters  to  ele£t  and  fend 
*o  parliament  reprefentatives  of  fuch  towns,  called  boroughs ; 
by  the  perfons  fo  elected  is  reprefented  in  parliament  the  bulk 
of  the  perfonal  property  of  the  nation,  as  that  ,of  the  real 
property  is  reprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the 
Jcnights  of  the  (hires;  and ^ both  real  and. perfonal  property, 
&y  the  reprefentatlve*  of  cities  and  towns,  which  are  at  the 
fame  time  both  counties  and  corporations  ;  as  is  the  cafe 
in  many  places  in  this  kingdom,;  juilice,  wifdom,    the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Britifh  conftitution,   all  confpired  with  poli- 
tical expediency,  in  impelling  James  to  give  the  fame  con- 
ftitution to  all  Ireland,  which  had  been  for  ages  eftablifhed 
throughout  England,  and  partially  in  Ireland ;    that  is  in  the 
EngliQi  colony  in  Ireland,  in  which  borough  representation 
had  been  introduced  very  fhortly  after  it  had  been  eftabliflied 
in  England ;  civil  liberty  owed  its  very  birth  in  England  to 
*be  borough  reprefentation,  all  historians  concur  in  attribut- 
ing 
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ing  to  the  creation  of  boroughs,  the  mitigation  of  the  rigour 
of  the  feudal  fyftem,  a  military  ariftocratic  domination, 
which  reduced  the  bulk  of  the  nation  to  the  mod  abje£t  fla- 
very,  the  moil  degrading  fubjeclion,  under  the  iron  yoke  of 
haughty  tyrants,  pofiefling  almoft  the  whole  landed  property 
of  the  country,  and  holding  the  mafs  of  the  people  in  vaf- 
falage  and  bondage:  the  borough  reprefentation  broke  the 
chains  of  this  military  tyranny,  and  eftablimed  our  prefent 
conftitution,  the  perfection  of  reafon,  and  at  once  the  envy 
and  admiration  of  all  furrounding  nations.  The  new  Proteft- 
ant colonifts  of  James  had  been  born  under  a  free  conftitu- 
tion, they  did  not  deferve  to  lofe  it,  by  adventuring  thei* 
lives  and  properties,  by  exerting  their  arts  and  their  induf- 
try,  in  colonizing  a  favage  country,  for  the  advantage  as  well 
of  their  native  country,  as  of  that  into  which  they  had  besn 
tranfplanted ;  neither  their  lives,  their  properties,  or  their 
religion  could  be  protected,  without  giving  them  a  conftitu- 
tion fimilar  to  that  under  which  they  had  been  born ;  they 
had  a  right,  an  indefeafible  right  to  it :  J^mes  0n  his  accef- 
fion  to  the  crown  of  England  met  with  great  oppofition  from 
the  Romanifts  of  Ireland,  the  old  Englifli  colony  was  for 
the  mod  part  attached  to  the  Romim  perfuafion,  the  barba- 
rous Irifti  natives  were  all  fo;  the  inhabitants  of  many  of  the 
principal  cities  and  towns  flew  to  arms  on  his  acceflion,  and 
refufed  to  acknowledge  him  ;  and  did  fo  afterwards,  only  on 
being  compelled  by  a  military  force ;  in  the  parliament 
called  by  him  after  the  creation  of  the  40  boroughs  in  1613, 
there  were  101  Romanifts  in  direcl:  oppofition  to  hrm,  and 
hoftile,  in  the  moft  inveterate  degree,  to  his  Proteftant  colo- 
nies; the  eleftions,  for  knights  of  the  {hire  for  all  the  new 
counties  went  in  favour  of  the  Romanifts,  and  had  it  no| 
been  for  the  creation  of  the  40  boroughs,  there  would  have 
been  a  majority  of  four  to  one  againft  the  Proteftant  inte- 
reft;  and  as  it  was,  James  had  only  105  againft  101.  From 
the  bigotted  and  ferocious  principles  qf  the  Irifli  Romanifts 
of  that  day,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  all  the  fchemes 
of  James  for  civilizing  and  planting  the  kingdom,  and  for 
introducing  arts,  manufaaures,  and  commerce,  would  have 
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been  defeated,  his  colonies  of  induft-fcms  Proteftants  fettled 
in  the  Seventeen  new.  counties,  amongft  a  race  juft  emerging 
jfrom  barbarifm,  rooted  out,  and  the  nation  again  overwhelm- 
ed with  all  the  miferies  attendant  on  anarchy,  civil  war,  and 
rebellion,   had  he  not  created  thefe  40  boroughs ;  which 
however,   independent  of  the  above  confideration,   he  was 
bound  by  the  principles  of  the  BritifR  conftitution -to  create, 
when  he  undertook  to  eftablifti  that  conftitution  through- 
out the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland.     From  that  period  to  the 
revolution,  as  this  kingdom  increased  in  population,  in  trade, 
and  in  the  number  of  towns,  the  fucceeding  princes  exerted 
'their  undoubted  prerogative,   in   increafing  the  number  of 
^boroughs,  as  by  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  they  were 
•bound  to  do  ;  no  principles  of  the  conftitution  being  better 
eftablifhed  than  thefe;  that  the  actual  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  parliament,  is  not  the  reprefentation  of  numbers, 
but  of  property  ;  (the  lower  and  poorer  clafles  of  the  people 
being  the   majority  in   numbers,  are   virtually  reprefented 
only)  that  perfonal  property  is  as  well  entitled  to  reprefenta- 
tion as  real ;  and -that  the  reprefentatives  of  corporate  towns 
which  are  not  counties,  are  the  reprefentatives  of  perfonal 
property.     The  perfonal  property  of  the  nation  had  increafed 
aftonifhingly   between  -the   fitting  of  the  only  parliament 
which  James  had  ever  fummoned  in  Ireland,   in  1613,  and 
the  year  1640;  the  improvement  of  the  kingdom  in  that 
.period,  and  particularly  during  the  government  of  the  great 
Karl  of  Strafford,  I  have  already  ftated ;  the  (hipping  of  the 
kingdom  alone,  was  encreafed   one   hundred  fold   in  that 
period :  previous  to  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond,  another 
great  colony  of 'induftrious  Englifhmen  were  fettled  in  Ire- 
land on  the  lands  forfeited  by  the  great  Irifti  Rebellion  in 
#$41,  and  during  the  reign  pf  Charles  the  fecond,  the  im- 
provement of  the  kingdom  encreafed  with  furprizing  rapi- 
dity ;  as  may  be  feen  by  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Keatinge's  repre- 
fentation of  the  (late  of  the  kingdom  at  the  commencement 
of  the  revolution  war,  preferved  in  Archbifhop  King's  ftatc 
of  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland ;  the  immenfe,  and  almoft  in- 
credible itjcreafe  of  perfonal  property  in  the  nation  during 
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the  reign  of  James  the  firft,  Charles  the  firft  and  fecond, 
required  anincreafed  reprefentation  of  perfonal  property,  that 
is  an  increafe  of  boroughs;  hence  it  is,    that  34   boroughs 
were  added  to  the  reprefentation  from  1613  to  the  acceflion 
of  king  William  and  queen  Mary  ;  none  have  been  fince 
added,  fot  though  no  burgefles  were  fummoned  from  the 
borough  of  Ennifcorthy,  in  the  firft  parliament  held  in  Ire- 
land after  the  acceflion  of  William  and  Mary,   as  appears 
by  the  Commons   Journals,  yet  burgefTes  were  fummoned 
from  it  in  the  parliament  of  James  the  firft  in   1613,   and 
in  the  firft  parliament  of  Charles  the  fecond,  in  1661,  fo 
that  the  ancient  charter  of  that  borough  was  renewed  fince 
the  revolution,  the  borough  was  not  newly  created.     And 
now,  fir,  I  think  I  have  *  fully  expofed  the  wickednefs  of 
your  mifreprefentation,  "  that  the  Irifh  .boroughs  for  the 
<e  greater  part  were  creations  by  the  houfe  of  Stewart,  for 
"  the  avowed  purpofe  of  fubverting  the  parliamentary  con- 
fc  ftitution  of  Jreland,  and   that  they  are  grofs  and  mon- 
"  ftrous  violations,  recent  and  wicked  innovations,  and  fatal 
"  ufurpations  on  the  conftitution,  diabolical  in  intention, 
'•  mortal  in  principle,  and  radically  fubverfive  of  the  funda- 
(f  mental  rights  of  the  realm."     For  I  have  demonftrated 
from  hiftory  and  records,  that  the  creations  of  boroughs  by 
the  houfe  of  Stewart,  were  not  only  warrantable  exertions 
of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  founded  on  the  known  Jaws 
of  the  realm,  but  on  reafon,  on  juftice,   and  even  political 
necemty  ;  that  the  Era  bf  the  creation  of  boroughs  is  the  Era 
of  the  birth  of  conftitutional  liberty ;  that  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution and  its  benefits  civil  and  religious,  could  not  have  been 
communicated  to  all  Ireland,  and  to  all  its  natives  and  inha- 
bitants, in  a  juft  and  reafonable  meafure,  or  at  all,  without 
the  creation  of  boroughs  by  James  the  firft';   that  that  crea- 
tion of  boroughs  by  James  the  firft,   was  coeval  with  the 
communication  of  the  firitifti  conftitution,  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ireland  without  diftin&ion;   and  that  if  it  is  recent 
?tnd  an  innovation,  the  communication  of  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  is  alfo  recent  and  an 
innovation;  that  it  was  not  diabolical,  but  benevolent,  in  in- 
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tcntion;  not  mortal,  but  vivifying,  in  principle;  not  radi- 
cally fubverfive,  but  radically  ftahilirive,  of  the  fundamental 
rights  of  the  realm.  It  is  alfo  evident,  that  borough  repre- 
fentation  prevails  as  much  in  proportion  in  Great  Britain  as 
in  Ireland;  from  all  which  I  deduce,  that  your  infamous 
mifreprefentation  of  the  creation  of  boroughs  in  Ireland, 
by  the  houfe  of  Stewart,  of  its  purpofes  and  effects,  is  (to 
ufe  your  own  phrafe)  diabolical  in  intention  ;  and  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  determine,  on  reading  it,  whether  your  ig- 
norance or  your  malice  is  moft  predominant. 

Now,  fir,  I  (hall  proceed  to  ftate  the  great  outlines  of  the  Mr;  Grat- 
plan  of  reform  which  was  propofed  in  the  laft  parliament,  Of  reform 
and  fupported  by  you  and  your  party :  I  did  then  and  do  j£  tr*}*^ 
now  fuppofe,  that  it  was  entirely  framed  by  you,  though  explained 
you  procured  another  gentleman  to  propofe  it — becaufe  he  anf  5X~ 
contented  himfelf  with  barely  proposing  it,  leaving  to  you 
the  taflc  of  fupporting  it,  which  you  performed  with  the 
greateft  zeal ;  becaufe  I  look  on  your  views  as  fully  equal  to 
the  mifchief  it  was  calculated  to  produce  ;  and  becaufe  I  do 
not  believe,  the  gentleman  who  propofed  it,  had  duly 
weighed  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  plan,  if  adopted,  or  by 
any  means  faw  it  in  the  fame  light  in  which  it  ftrikes  me,  and 
in  which  I  think  myfelf  fully  competent  to  expofe  it  to  th£ 
eye  of  the  public;  I  am  very  fure  if  he  had  feen  it  in  the 
fame  light,  that  his  heart  would  have  revolted  from  it:  And 
I  admit  your  powers  of  deception  to  be  very  considerable, 
when  you  were  able  fo  effe&ually  to  difguife  its  hellifh  de- 
formity, as  to  prevail  on  him  tp  introduce  it  into  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  Another  ground  of  my  belief  that  you  were 
at  lead  the  adoptive  father  of  it,  is,  that  it  ftrongly  refem- 
bles.  the  mode  of  reprefentation  eftabliflied  by  the  French 
democrats,  with  which  your  colleague  Tone  was  perfectly 
well  acquainted ;  and  it  is  not  impoflible  that  he  might  have 
communicated  with  you  on  the  fubje£t ;  you  know,  fir,  at 
leaft  the  public  now  know,  he  has  been  lately  in  England 
incog,  in  the  exercife  of  his  office  as  incendiary  and  French 
fpy,  and  he  is  now  probably  in  France,  and  it  is  currently 
reported,  and  generally  credited,  that  he  attended  the  ne- 
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gociation  at  Lifle,  as  one  of  the  agents  of  your  popular  and 
tnergetie  Romanijls,  the  United  Irftmcn;  for  they  had  two 
there,  as  the  Irifli  prints  in  their  pay  have  universally  afferted ; 
and  the  fame  channels  have  conveyed  to  us  the  intelligence, 
that  their  indefatigable  e&ertions  defeated  the  negotiation- 
The  firft  part  of  your  propofed  reform,  was  what  you 
ftiled  the  emancipation  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  that  is,  the 
admiflion  of  them  into  the  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  into 
all  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate,  as  well  of  political  admini- 
ftration,  as  of  jurifprudence;  without  the  te-ft:  this  you  de- 
clared was  fo  eflentially  neceflary  to  your  reform,  that  with- 
out it  there  could  be  no  reform  whatsoever :  your  principal 
view  in  introducing  your  reform,  with  this  meafure  in  the 
front,  was  to  attach  all  the  Irim  Romanifts  of  every  defcrip- 
tion,  .not  only  your  popular  and  energetic  Romanifts  y  the  United 
Irijhmen,  the  profefled  republicans  and  afTaflins  the  Catilina- 
rian  gang,  of  whofe  aid  you  were  affured,  but  the  refpeftable 
and  hitherto  loyal  part  of  that  communion,  to  your  party. 
The  fecond  part  of  your  reform  was  the  diflblution,  utter 
fubverfion  and  annihilation  of  all  corporations  of  every  kind, 
in  cities,  towns  and  boroughs,  which  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  fending  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  with  all  their  fran^ 
chifes;  and  the  divifion  of  the  nation  into  departments,  each 
department  to  contain  five  thoufahd  houfes ;  and  as  by  the 
hearth-money  books  the  whole  kingdom  was  computed  to 
contain  feven  hundred  thoufand  houfes,  reputing  every 
wretched  cabin,  a  houfe ;  it  would  be  divided  into  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  departments,  «each  of  which  was  to  fend  two 
members  to  parliament,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  two 
hundred  and  eighty  members,  elective  by  the  votes,  not  of 
the  freeholders,  but  of  the  houfeholders  in  each  department. 
The  county  reprefentation,  and  mode  of  ele&ion,  was  not 
to  be  altered,  fo  that  fixty-four  county  members  would  re- 
main in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  added  to  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  would  make  the  whole  number  of  repre- 
fentatives in  the  Irim  Houfe  of  Commons  amount  to  three 
hundred  and  fixty  four;  almoft  two-thirds  of  the  number  of 
the  Britifh  commoners :  although  Great  Britain  is  nearly 
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four  times  larger  than  Ireland,  in  population  in  the  fyme 
proportion  at  leaft,  and  in  wealth  and  real  ftrength  and 
energy,  fifty  times  greater.  The  remaining  parts  of  your 
project  of  reform,  I  (hall  omit,  as  they  are  only  minutise, 
and  the  two  recited  parts  forming  the  great  outline  of  it,  are 
fufficient  for  my  purpofe. 

This  project  of  reform,  at  one  ftroke  cuts  down  by  the 
root,  the  parliamentary  conftitution  of  Ireland,  modelled 
exactly  from  that  of  England;  all  corporations  reprefentable 
in  parliament  are  to  be  abolifhcd  ;  and  that  renowned  infti- 
tution  to  which  Great  Britain  owes  her  liberty,  her  pro- 
perty, and  her  glory,  which  fhe  tranfplanted  into  this  king- 
dom, and  which  is  here  coeval  with  the  conftitution,  efta- 
blifhed  on  the  expulfion  or  rather  fubjugation  of  barbarifm, 
is,  in  the  military  fenfe  of  the  word,  to  be  reformed  ,•  that  is, 
annihilated  \  Magna  Charta,  which  fecures  to  the  fubje&s 
•all  their  franchifes,  is  to  be  defeated ;  freemen  are  to  lofe 
their  franchifes ;  corporations  are  to  be  diflblved,  without 
quo  warrantos  or  informations  in  the  nature  of  quo  war- 
rantos,  founded  on  abufes ;  becaufe  freemen  in  fuch  cafes 
would  have  a  right  by  law  to  defend  their  franchifes,  and 
might  defeat  fuch  attempts;  and  the  old  common  law,  aided 
by  flatute  law,  founded  on  juftice  and-  reafon,  would  not 
ferve  your  turn.  When  the  public  good  demands  the  facri- 
fice  of  the  private  property  of  a  fubje&,  or  of  the  franchife 
of  a  corporation,  compenfation  is  always  made  for  the 
lofs  ;  no  compenfation  is  offered  by  your  fcheme  to  the  free- 
men to  be  disfranchifed  for  the  lofs  of  their  franchifes  :  But 
the  injuftice  to  individuals  is  not  the  mod  noxious  part  of 
your  propofed  .dofe  for  remedying  the  alleged  maladies  of 
the  ftate,  the  interefl  of  individuals,  I  admit,  muft  give  way 
to  the  general  iritereft  of  the  whole  community  ;  the  deadly 
effect  of  fuch  a  poifonous  drug  on  the  body  politic,  and  the 
felonious  adminiftration  of  it,  I  mean  to  explain,  prevent, 
and  reprobate. 

A  very  few  years  fince,  a  bill  was  brought  into  parliament 
in  Ireland,  for  reducing  the  hearth-money  tax  by  exempting 
a  certain  clafs  of  the  inhabitants  from  the  payment  of  it  on 
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account  of  their  poverty.     It  was  then  dated  to  the  Houfe 
on  calculations  made  from  the  books  of  the  hearth  money 
collectors,  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  that  there  were  two 
millions  one  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants  in  this  kingdom, 
who  ought  to  be  exempted  from  that  tax  on  account  of  their 
poverty.     This  tax,  on  a  houfe,    or  rather  cabin,    having 
but  one  fire  hearth,  was  no  more  than  two  (hillings  and  two 
pence,  yearly,  that  is  one  halfpenny  per  week,  computing 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  houfes  or  cabins,  having  but  one 
fire-hearth  each,  at  five  to  a  houfe,  the  number  of  houfc- 
holders  in  the  whole  kingdom,  fo  poor  that  they  could  not 
without  the  greateft  diftrefs  pay  a  tax  to  the  date  of  one 
halfpenny  per  week,  amounts  to  four  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand,  the  remaining  houfeholders  inhabiting  houfes  hav- 
ing each  two  fire-hearths,  or  more,  amount,  by  the  fame 
mode  of  calculation,  to  about  three  hundred  thoufand,  and 
by  the  bill  for  reducing  the  hearth-money  tax,  all  houfes 
having  but  one  fire-hearth,  were  exempted  from  payment  of 
that  tax,  the  owner  performing  certain  rcquifites  fpecified 
in  the  bill,  and  they  were  chargeable  with  no  other;  fo  here 
are  four  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  houfeholders  in  Ire- 
land exempted  from  all  taxes  on  account  of  their  poverty, 
and  who  by  your  fcheme  are  each  to  have  an  equal  right  of 
voting  for  reprefentatives   in  parliament,  with  each  of  the 
other  three  hundred  thoufand  boufeholders  occupying  hcufes 
with  two  fire -hearths  and  upwards.     And  of  thefe  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  houfeholders,  a  great  proportion  are  perfons 
of  very  fmall  properties,  yet  by  your  fcheme  the  beggar  oc- 
cupying a  cottage,  the  working  artizan,  or  labourer,  inha- 
biting a  houfe  with  two  fire-hearths,  one  half,  of  it  perhaps 
let  to  another  family,  were  to  have  an  equal  right  of  voting 
for  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  with  the  men  of  large  real 
and  perfonal  property  ;  and  if  fuch  a  man  happened  to  have 
two  houfes,  one  in  a  city  and  one  in  the  country,  in  the  fame 
department,  he  was  not  to  have  a  vote  for  each  houfe,  but  a 
vote  for  one  only  :  And  as  the  number  of  houfeholders  inha- 
biting cabins  with  one  fire-hearth,  fo  wretchedly  poor,  that 
they  cannot  afford  to  pay  one  halfpenny  per  week,  as  a  tax 
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for  the  fupport  of  the  ftate,  exceeds  the  number  of  all  tne 
other  houfeholders  in  the  nation  put  together,  and  as  amongft 
the  houfeholders  inhabiting  houfes  with  two  fire-hearths  or 
more,  the  number  of  poor  artizans  procuring  their  livelihood 
by  manual  labour,  and  of  other  poor  perfons,  infinitely  ex- 
ceed the  number  of  wealthy  houfeholders  ;  two  hundred  and 
eighty  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would,  by  your 
fcheme,  be  elected  by  the  beggars,  the  labourers,  the  arti- 
zans depending  for  their  exiftence  on  their  daily  labour,  and 
by  other  indigent  clafles  of  the  community,  and  the  only  re- 
prefentation  of  all  real  and  perfonal  property  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  would  confift  of  fixty-four  members,  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  counties.  By  your  fcheme  the  Romanifts 
are  to  be  admitted  into  both  houfes  of  parliament  without 
the  ted,  and  to  (hew  that  by  your  fcheme  the  infinite  ma- 
jority of  the  electors  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  be  Romanifts,  I  ihall  refort 
firft  to  the  authority  of  your  colleague  Mr.  Tone,  in  his 
aforefaid  ftate  of  Ireland,  drawn  up  for  the  ufe  of  the  French 
convention,  and  fecondly,  to  your  own  authority.  Mr. 
Tone  writes  thus  :  "  The  Catholics,  the  great  body  of  the 
"  people,  are  in  the  loweft  degree  of  ignorance,  the  whole 
"  peafantry  of  Ireland,  the  moft  opprefied  and  wretched 
"  in  Europe,  may  be  faid  to  be  Catholic.  In  Ireland,  the 
"  name  of  England  and  her  power  is  univerfaily  odious ;  the 
•*  Catholics  are  enemies  to  the  Englifh  power  from  a  hatred 
"  to  the  Englifh  name.  The  intereft  of  the  Irifh  ariftocrats" 
(that  is,  the  Proteftants  and  gentry  poffeffed  of  eftates)  "  is 
"  adverfe  to  that  of  the  people,  their  own  tenantry  would 
"  defert  and  turn  agarnft  them."  And  now,  fir,  I  (hall 
quote  your  own  authority  to  eftabhfh  the  fame  point.  You 
aifert  in  your  addrefs  that  three-fourths  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland  are  Romanifts :  (I  admit  two-thirds  are  fa)  as  all  the 
inhabitants  muft  occupy  houfes,  and  as  the  Irifh  cabins,  the 
nioft  numerous  clafs  of  houfes,  contain  in  general  but  one 
family  each,  the  number  cF  houfes  in  the  kingdom  inhabited 
by  Proteftants  and  Romanifts  muft  be  in  nearly  the  fame 
proportion,  if  the  ratio,  in  favour  of  the  Romanifts  does 
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not  exceed  5  as  the  inhabitants  of  cabins,  holding  only  and 
family  each,  are  almoft  entirely  Romanifts ;  hence  by  your 
own  calculation  the  Romifli  eiedors  would  exceed  the  Pro- 
teftant in  proportion  of  three  to  one  at  leaft.  In  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  elective  franchife,  the  Proteftant  electors  infinite* 
ly  exceed  the  .Romanifts,  for  the  landed  eftates  are  moftly 
in  the  hands  of  Proteflants,  and  the  corporators  are  almoft 
all  Proteftants ;  your  fcheme  therefore  is  calculated  utterly 
to  root  out  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  Ireland,  as  the  prelude 
of  your  project  of  feparation.  Thus  it  is  clear  as  well  from 
your  own  authority,  as  that  of  your  colleague  Mr.  Tone* 
that  the  great  body  of  electors  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  would  confift  of  beg- 
gars, labourers,  and  poor  artisans  of  the  kingdom,  all  Ra- 
manifts,  who,  according  to  Mr.  Tone,  hate  and  abhor  the 
EngliQi  name  •,  that  is,  as  I  have  before  (hewed,  all  Protef- 
tants -,  it  could  not  be  expected,  or  hoped  for,  that  fuch  elec- 
tors would  ele£l  Proteftant  reprefentatives,  they  would  to  •& 
certainty  elec-1  Romanifts*  and  fuch  only. as  manifefted  the 
greateft  hatred  and  malevolence  to  Proteftants  5  and  for  the 
molt  part  men  of  dsfperate  fortunes,  y  our  popular  and  ener- 
getic Romanifts^  the  leaders  of  the  murderous  affociation  of 
United  Irishmen  ;  and  in-lhort,  the  chiefs  of  the  Catilinarian 
gang  of  afiaflins  and  robbers,  who  now  infeft  tire  country, 
would  be  the  perfons  elected:  and  pre-eminence  in  every 
kind  of  wickednefs  would  be  a  certain  title  to  the  fuffrages  of 
fuch  electors.  Thus  four  fifths,  if  not  five-fixths  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  would  confift  of  Romanifts,  men  of 
fmall  or  of  no  property,  of  aflalfins,  and  robbers,  enemies 
of  the  Britim  Empire,  their  animofrty  againft  Proteftants 
inflamed,  as  well  by  bigotry,  envy  of  their  profperity,  and 
avarice,  as  by  the  received  opinions  of  them  all,  that  their 
Proteftant  fellow  fubjefts  are  ufurpers  of  the  eftates^of  their 
anceftors  ^  and  rendered  more  defperate^  dangerous,  and  in- 
clined to  war,  by  their  ignorance,  femibarbarity,  and  po^ 
verty,  according  to  Mr.  Tone.  i^The  principle  of  the  confti- 
tution,  and  on  which  borough  repreientation  was  originally 
inftituted,  viz.  That  property,  not  numbers,  ought  to  be  ac- 
tually 


tually  rcprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  would  be  com** 
pleatly  overturned;  numbers  would  prevail  over  property, 
and  tbe  purfe  of  tbe  nation,  exclufively  trufted  to  that  Houfe 
by  the  contlitution,  would  be  torn  from  the  cuftody  of  the 
opulent,  from  whofe  coffers  all  its  treafures  are  colle&ed  and 
recruited,  and  delivered  over  to  the  indigent  and  needy, 
whofe  poverty  not  only  difables  them  from  contributing  one 
mite  to  its  contents,  but  would  mod  certainly  invite  and  in- 
duce them  to  peculation  and  plunder  of  the  public,  to  fupply 
their  wants  and  gratify  their  avarice  and  all  other  vices  :  The 
immediate  confequences  would  be,  the  overturning  the  Pro- 
teftant  eftabHmment  in  church  and  ftate,  public  diftrefs, 
murder,  banifliment,  plunder,  confiscation,  and  a  rebellion 
to  fever  this  country  from  the  Britifh  Empire.  Your  co- 
adjutor Mr.  Tone  could  not  have  devifed  a  better  engine  for 
carrying  on  his  project  of  feparation,  than  your  fcheme  of  re- 
form, if  carried  into  execution  ;  which  induces  me  ftrongly 
to  fufped~t,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  that  it  is  not  entirely  of 
your  own  invention,  but  that  you  had  the  benefit  of  his 
afliftance  at  lead.  In  vain  would  the  legal  authority  of  the 
crown  and  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ftruggle  againft  the  defperate 
enterprises  of  fuch  a  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  every  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  hiftory  of  his  own  country  in  the  flighteft 
degree,  knows  the  immenfe  powers  in  the  fta-te  claimed,  ac* 
quired,  and  exercifed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fince  the 
extinction  of  the  line  of  Tudor ;  and  the  limitation  and  re- 
du&ion  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  It  is  very  clear 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  confiderfng  its  prefent  powers* 
if  all  influence  of  the  crown,  peerage,  and  ariflocracy,  was 
excluded  from  it,  and  if  it  was  guided  and  ruled  by  turbu- 
lent and  ambitious  men,  might  eafiiy  overturn  the  prefent 
frame  of  the  conftitution  -,  and  that  fuch  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, as  your  project  of  reformation  offers  to  the  nation, 
would  not  only  be  free  from  all  influence  of  the  crown,  peer- 
age, and  ariftocracy,  but  would  be  compofed  of  the  meaneft 
and  mod  intemperate  members  of  fociety,  in  defperate  cir- 
cumftances,  ready  (ta  ufe  your  colleague  Tone's  language) 
for  any  change,  becaufe  no  change  could  make  them  worfe, 
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flagitious,  ignorant,  and   bigoted,  and  therefore   the 
fpecially  adapted  to  the  execution  of  the  daring  projects  of 
wicked  and   ambitious  demagogues  ;   they   would  confider 
the  higher  dalles  of  fociety  as  their  natural  enemies,  and 
endeavour  to  hunt  the  ariftocracy  from  the  country  by  every 
fpecies  of  violence  and  outrage,  and  to  found  a  democratic 
Romim  republic,  feparated  from  the  Britifh  Empire,,  on  the 
ruins  of  the  monarchy,  the  peerage  and  the  ariftocracy  in  ge- 
neral.    As  to  the  change  of  the  national  religious  eftablifh- 
ment,  you  have  furnimed  convincing  proofs,  you  have  even 
been  at  'great  pains  to  demonflrate,  that  it  would  give  you 
-no  uneafinefs,  nay  that  it  would  meet  your  hearty  approba- 
tion ;  to  a  modern  philofopher,  a  mofque,  a  pagodo,  a  Ro- 
mim chapel,  a  diffenting  conventicle,  and  a  Proteftant  church, 
are  equally  acceptable,  as  places  of  worfhip ;  the  poh'tician 
who  derides  all  religion  as  prieilcraft,  will  affect  to  be  of  that 
religion  mofl  palatable  to  the  party  he  efpoufes,  or  which  ef- 
poufes  him  :  and  you  have  difplayed  inch  fymptoms  of  your 
attachment   to  republicanism  on  the  French  plan*  that  no 
reafonable  perfon  can  doubt  your  eafy  acquiefcence  with 
fuch  a  revolution  in  this  kingdom,    as  has  been  effected  in 
France  ;  mod  people  indeed  conjecture,  that  you  would  not 
be  long  contented  even  with  fuch  a  form  of  government,  un- 
lefs  you  mould  be  elected  one  of  the  directory  ;  nor  indeed 
with  any  form  of  government,  if  the  chieP  management  of 
the  public  purfr,  and  public  adminiftration  was  withheld  from 
your  infatiable  avarice  and  ambition. 

Exclufive  of  the  radical  wickednefs  of  your  fcheme  of  re- 
form, there  are  fome  abfurdities  in  it,  which  deferve  notice  ; 
not  to  aggravate  its  political  and  moral  turpitude,  that  is  im- 
poflible ;  but  to  expofe  the  folly  of  the  projector  in  fome  par- 
ticulars, and  to  (hew  that  folly  and  mifchief  may  be  co-part- 
ners in  the  fame  houfe.  The  kingdom  is,  by  your  fcheme, 
fo  be  divided  into  departments,  each  department  to  contain 
five  thoufand  houfes ;  local  population  in  this  and  in  every 
other  kingdom  is  of  a  fluctuating  nature,  cities,  towns,  vil- 
lages, and  large  rra£U  of  country,  wjiich  were  heretofore 
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Very  populous,  are  now  but  thinly  inhabited  j  in  fengtanu 
fome  towns,  fuch  as  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  Birming-^ 
ham,  have  fwelled  in  a  few"  years  to  ten  times  their  former 
bulk,  their  inhabitants  ericreafmg  in  that  proportion  ;  whilft 
'other  ancient  towns  and  cities,  fuch  as  Lincoln,  have  de- 
creafed;  fimilar  has  been  the  revolution  reflecting  the  inha- 
bitants of  large  tracts  of  country,  and  the  republican  faction 
in  England,  whofe  under/trapper  you  are  here,  and  their  and 
your  great  apoflles,  Paine,  Price,  and  Prieftley,  found  their 
arguments  for  a  reform  of  the  reprefentation  of  tfie  people 
in  England,  on  the  inequality  of  it,  arising  from  thefe  changes 
in  the  ilate  of  local  population  :  and  your  arguments  for  a  re- 
form in  Ireland,  are  founded  in 'a  great  meafure  on  the  fame 
principle.  If  fuch  changes  in  local  population  have  taken 
place  in  England  (a  country  for  ages  enjoying  the  fweets  of  a 
regular  government)  in  fhort  fpaces  of  time,  feme  of  them 
within  the  memory  of  perfons  now  living  ;  rjriuch  greater 
changes  of  that  nature  are  to  be/  expected,  and  are  in  fa£t 
experienced,  in  Ireland,  a  country  not  yet  two  hundred  years 
reclaimed,  for  the  moil  part,  from  a  date  of  barbarifm,  and 
during  that  fpace  of  time  twice  in  a  great  meafure  depopulat- 
ed by  intefline  war.  I  can  remember  the  city  of  Dublin, 
one-fourth  lefs  than  it  is  at  prefent ;  the  village  of  the  Black 
Rock  near  Dublin,  fifty  year?  ago,  contained  three  houfes 
only,  it  now  with  its  environs,  contains  five  hundred,  if  not 
more.  The  town  of  Belfafl,  that  hct-bed  of  fedition,  infa- 
mous for  its  turbulence  even  in  the  time  of  Cromwell,  as 
may  be  feen  in  Milton's  Works,  has  been  nearly  doubled  in 
fixe  within  half  a  century  ;  whilii  the  ancient  town  of  Car- 
rickfergus  has  been  diminiihed  in  the  fame  proportion  i  and 
the  town  of  Beffaft  itfelf  is  now  on  the  decline  by  the  decay 
of  its  trade,  owing  to  the  reftlefs  difpofition  of  its  factious 
inhabitants.  Revolutionary  principles  do  not  fofler  commerce 
— trade  is  nurfed  in  the  cradle  of  peace  and  tranquillity — the 
changes  in  local  population  in  Ireland  conftantly  vifible,  mull 
require  a  conjflant  variation  in  the  limits  of  your  propofed  de- 
partments, and  at  every  eledion  of  reprefentatives,  there 
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muft  be,  to  preferve  your  equality  of  reprefentation,  a  new 
divifion  of  the  kingdom,  into  departments ;  the  immenfe  in- 
creafe  of  the  number  of  decors,  from  lefs  than  eighty  thou- 
fand,  the  prefent  computed  number,  to  feven  hundred  thou- 
-fand  and  upwards  by  your  fcheme,  and  thefe  for  the  moft 
part  femibarbarians,  would  of  itfelf  eaufe  very  great,  if  not 
irremediable,  confufion  in  the  ele&ions  of  members  of  parli* 
ament.    The  undefineable  limits  of  the  departments  for  any 
length  of  time,  would  render  fuch  elections  utterly  impra&i- 
cable.    The  defperate  ruffian,  who  alone  could  propofe  him* 
felf  as  a  candidate  for  a  feat  in  parliament,  for  any  depart- 
ment, with  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  could  never  know  with 
certainty  what  fet  of  electors  to  folicitfor  votes  ;  previous  tx> 
each  general  election,  to  preferve  equality  of  reprefentation, 
a  new  divifion  muft  be  attempted  :  the  election  muft  immedi- 
ately follow  the  divifion,  becaufe  every  day  might  eaufe  a 
change  in  the  local  population  :  the  (hifting  of  the  depart- 
ments muft  be  attended  w-ith  inextricable  confufion  ;  the  par- 
ty views  of  a£t  ve  demagogues,  living  in  different  depart- 
ments, would  create  infurmountable  difficulties  in  every  at- 
tempt of  a   new  divifion ;  the  very  nature  of  the  propofed 
divifions  would  render  them  impracticable  in  many  inftance?.- 
Suppofe  one  department  to  decreafe,  after  the  limits  of  it 
•were  firft  defined,  from  five  thoufand  houfes  to   half  that 
number,  or  toincreafe  in  the  fame  proportion,  before  a  new 
ele£tionr  or  during  any  given  period  ;  and  fuppofe  the  de- 
partments furrounding  it  on  every  fide,  had  neither  encreaf- 
ed  or  decreafedj  or  in  a  much  lefs  proportion  during  that 
period,  a  cafe  which  would  often  happen,  where  the  depart- 
ments were  partly  compofed  of  cities,  towns,  and  populous 
villages  ;  how  would  the  limits 'of  the  enclofed  increafed  or 
diminimed  department  be  afcertained  on  a  new  divifion  ?  If 
its  population  increafed,  its  limits  muft  decreafe,  and  vice 
verfa,  muft  the  limits  of  all  the  adjacent  furrounding  depart- 
x    ments,  be  pulhed  in,  and  puihed  out,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  change  of  the  population  of  the  enclofed  depart- 
ment ?  and  muft  a  progreflive  convulfion  of  compreilion  or 
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dilation  be  circulated  in  a  ring  through  all  the  departments  of 
the  ftate,  and  all  their  inhabitants  ?  The  idea  brings  to  my 
mind  the  foporific  operation  of  the  lecture  in  the  Dunciad 
on  the  aflembly  of  attendant  dunces, 

• 

So  from  the  midmoft  the  nutation  fpreads, 
Round  and  more  round  o'er  all  the  fea  of  heads-. 

In  fhort,  the  abfurdity  of  your  feheme  for  procuring  a  perma- 
nent equality  of  reprefentation  as  to  number  of  electors,  is  gla- 
ringly ridiculous ;  and  as  to  its  folly  and  impracticability  can 
be  only  rivalled  by  the  projects  of  the  profeffors  in  the  Guilt* 
verian  academy  of  Lagado  ;  and  yet  it  fully  and  fufficiently^ 
manifefts  the  fpirit  of  moft  dangerous  innovation  in  the  pro- 
jector. Thusj  fir,  I  conclude  my  ftricturea  on  your  projected 
fchemeof  reform:  trufting  that  I  have  diffectedyour  propofed 
felonious  reprefentation  (to  ufe  a  phrafe  of  your  own  in  debate) 
as  furgeons  diflect  malefactors,  as  well  for  public  inftruction 
as  public  example. 

And  now,  fir,  I  (hall  confider  the  queftions,  whether  any  The  quefti- 
reform  is  requifite  in  the  prefent  mode  of  reprefentation  of  the  °n>v^thcr 
people  in  parliament,  from  actual  or  fuppofed  abufes  In  it;  what  kind 
and  whether  the  exifting  latos  of  the  land,  with  fmall  additions  ;n  reprefenr 

to  them,  do  not  afford  full  and  adequate  means  for  the  correc-  utlf£ls 
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tion  of  fuch  abufes  as  may  have  crept  into  it.  The  prefent  difcuffed. 
mode-of  county  reprefentation,  you  have  in  your  propofed 
fcheme  of  reform,  allowed  to  require  no  amendment,  as  it  is 
by  your  fcheme  to  remain  on  its  prefeirt  foot  ing;  againft  the 
prefent  borough  reprefentation  it  is  objected  that  the  feats  in 
parliament  for  many  boroughs  are  fold  by  neceflitous  and  cor* 
rupt  men,  who  have  obtained  a  domineering  intereft  over  their 
fellow  corporators ;  that  others  of  them  are  under  the  patro- 
nage of  great  noblemen,  or  of  powerful  and  rich  commoners, 
who  control  and  command  the  votes  of  the  corporators  fa-far, 
as  to  procure  pcrfons  of  their  nomination  to  be  returned  to 
parliament,  as  members  for  fuch  boroughs ;  and  that  both  the 
fale  of,  and  nomination  to,  feats  in  parliament  for  fuch  bo- 
roughs, are  procured,  either  from  the  faulty  original  conftitu* 
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tion  of  them,£cmmunicating  their  corporate  rights  to  a  very 
fmall  number  of  perfons,  in  fome  cafes,  to  twelve  burgeffes 
only  ;  or  by  the  exertion  of  the  intereft  of  the  aforefaid  patrons 
of  thefe  boroughs,  in  procuring  fuch  perfons  only  to  be  admit- 
ted members  .of  thefe  corporations,  as  have  engaged  always 
to  vote  as  they  thai!  direct  ;  and  in  excluding  many  perfons 
from  admiiTion,  who  fromt^ie  fair  comlruction  of  their  foun- 
dation charters  are  entitled  to  be  admitted  members.     It  is 
alfo  urged  againfl  borough  reprefentation  in  general,  that  it 
confines  the  ele&ion  of  reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  in 
parliament  to  a  very  fmall  number  of  perfons,  excluding  the 
great  mafs  of  the  people  from  the  privilege  of  voting  for 
Objeaions  members   of  parliamen-t.     I  mall  confider  thefe  objections 
pfefcnt    e  ieriatim.     As  to  the  firft;  the  fale  of  feats  in.parliament  for 
ftateofbo-  borougns    I  admit  it- is  an  abufe,  but  it  is  not  an  abufe  of 
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prefentati-  any  great  magnitude.  I  have  carefully  examined  the  date 
dered.  °^  ^e  borough  reprefentation  in  the  lad  parliament,  and 
have  found  that  the  members  who  were  generally  reputed 
to  have  purchafed  feats  in  it,  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
thirty,  if  to  fo  many.  A  great  proportion  of  which  were 
barriders,foithat  the  purchafing  members  did  not  amount  to 
above  a  tenth  part  of  the  Houfe.  Many  boroughs,  reputed 
venal,  returned  a  purchafer  for  one  feat  only,  the  other  feat 
being  filled  by  the  patron,  or  by  one  of  his  immediate  depen- 
dants. And  of  all  thefubjeds  of  this  kingdom  you,  fir,  have 
the  lead  reafon  to  complain  of  fuch  venal  reprefentation. 
Every  member  of  the  lad  parliament,  who  exercifed  his  ora- 
torical talents  under  your  aufpices,  fat  in  the  Houfe,  as  re- 
prefentative  for  a  borough  mod  notorioudy  venal,  three  gen- 
tlemen excepted,  and  two  of  thefe  fat  as  reprefentatives  of 
boroughs  under  the  influence  of  patrons ;  and  the  third,  for  a 
corporate  town  ;  they  were  all  barriflers.  The  ill  fuccefs 
of  fome  of  youc  adherents  in  the  trade  of  parliament,  and  their 
inability  or  difinclination  to  repurchafe,  owing  to  their  ill 
fuccefs,  you  have  pathetically  lamented  in  youraddrefs,  as  I 
have  already  noted.  The  exiting  laws,  if  properly  enforced, 
aftord  fome  remedy  or' this  vci.aliry  of  ftats  in -parliament ;  and 
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-if  they  3o  not  afford  a  complete  one,  it  is  very  eafy  to  devife 
laws,  whofe  operation  would  prevent,  or  detect  and  punifh, 
fuch  corruption.  Tefts,  abjuring  all  corrupt  means  of  ob- 
taining feats,  may  be  impofed  on  all  members  on  their  taking 
their  feats.  The  penalties  of  perjury,  exclufion  from,  and 
perpetual  difability  to  fit,  in  parliament ;  and  deprivation  of, 
and  perpetual  exclufion  from,  all  corporate  privileges,  may  be 
infli&ed  on  thecorruptor  when  detected,  and  fpecial  means  of 
deteclion  of  all  fuch  corrupt  bargains  may 'be  preTcribed. 
When  venality  is  detected,  the  corporators  guilty  ofaiding, 
or  abetting,  the  corruption,  may  be  disfranchifed,  and  other- 
wife  heavily  pimifhed,  and  provifion  made,  for  transferring 
and  extending  the  franchifes  of  the  corporation  to  other  per- 
fons,  and  to  greater  numbers,  by  the  grant  of  a  new  charter, 
or  by  fpecial  authority  of  parliament.  Such  wholefome  regu- 
lations will  prevent  the  abufeofthe/ranchifes  of  boroughs  by 
the  fale  of  feats  in  parliament,  without  altering  or  fubverting 
the  prefent  frame  of  the  conftitution.  Greedy  adventurers  in 
the  trade  of  parliament  will 'by  fuch  means  be  for  ever  ex- 
cluded; and  muft  betake  themfelves  to  honefter  employ- 
ments; and  I  do  not  know  any  one  perfon  in  the  kingdom, 
fiich  laws  will  operate  agairrft,  wifhTo  much  effect,  as  againft 
yourfelf ;  when  -they  fhall  be  enafted,  you  muiY  fliut  up 
your  (hop,  clofe  your  botiks,  abandon  your  hitherto  mod 
lucrative  trade,  and  live  on  your  ill-gotten  acquifitions. 
You  have  fufficient  penetration  todifcover,  that  the  enacting 
fuch  laws  would  operate  to  your  own  difadvantage  ; 
and  therefore,  though  you  declaim  agairrft  the  abufe  of 
venality  in  borough  reprefentation,  you  mean  only  to  deceive 
and  inflame  the  vulgar  by  fuch  declamations :  You  do  not 
intend  correction  or  improvement.  Your  aim  is  utter  fub- 
verfion,  not  reformation  of  the-coniritution,  and  your  pro- 
je^  manifefts  it.  So  far  as  fuch  corrective  and  preventive 
laws  may  be  faid  to  be  a  reform  in  parliament,  1  admit  the 
expediency  of  fuch  reform.  But  what  reafonable  argument 
can  you  grotind  on  fo  partial  an  abufe  eafily  curable  by  the 
of  proper  remedies,  for  the  annihilation  of  the 
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whole  borough  reprefentation,  of  ail  the  corporations  in  the 
kingcKr,  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs  (ending  reprefentatives 
to  parliament  ?  Is  the  whole  representative  body  to  fuffer 
political  death,  becatife  a  limb  of  it  is  affected  by  a  difeafe 
eafily  curable  ?  what  opinion  would  be  entertained  of  the 
mental  Unity  of  a  furgeon,  who,  becaufe  a  man's  arm  was 
{lightly  bruifed,  would  prefcribe  the  {hooting  him  through 
the  head  as  an  effectual  cure  ?  or  of  an  architect,  who  {hould 
propofe  to  demolim  the  whole  building  to  repair  a  flaw  in 
the  parapet  ?  It  is  almoft  impoflible  to  give  fuch  fort  of  ar^ 
guments  any  ferious  anfwer.  As  to  the  fecond  objection 
againfl  borough  reprefentation,  arifmg  from  the  patronage 
of  boroughs  vefted  in  noblemen  and  commoners  of  -great 
property,  and  chiefly  acquired  by  them  by  the  fituation  of 
their  eftates,  lying  within,  or  adjacent  to,  the  precincts  of 
boroughs,  it  cannot  be  fupported  on  the  ground  of  venality. 
Such  noblemen  and  commoners  receive  no  pecuniary  advan- 
tage from  fuch  patronage  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  fupport  of 
their  intereft  in  thefe  patronized  corporations,  is  attended 
by  confiderable  trouble  and  expence.;  and  they  recommend 
to  the  feats  in  parliament,  men  ftrongly  connected  with 
themfelves,  and  under  their  influence.  You  ftate,  fir,  in 
your  addrefs,  that  the  patronage  of  a  borough  is  fometimes 
fold  to  a  rich  nobleman  or  commoner  for  the  fum  of  ftxteen 
thoufand  pounds,  which,  if  true,  (hews,  that  no  perfon 
except  fuch  as  poflefs  very  large  properties,  can  obtain  or 
retain  the  patronage  of  fuch  a  borough.  The  annual  legal 
intereft  of  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  amounts  to  nind  hundred 
and  fixty  pounds,  and  to  this  muft  be  added  the  coft  of 
maintaining  the  intereft  in  the  borough,  which  muft  annually 
amount  to  a  confiderable  fum  ;  hence  the  retaining  the 
patronage  of  fuch  a  borough,  muft  (land  the  patron  in  the 
annual  expence  of  above  one  thoufand  pounds,  an  expence 
•which  octennial  and  other  contingent  fales  of  the  feats 
would  never  defray:  consequently,  if  views  of  advantage 
from  the  fale  of  the  feats,  were  the  inducements  to  the 
purchafe,the  purchafers  muft  be  idiots  indeed  !  but  as  I  have 
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above  (rated,  the  feats  for  thefe  boroughs  are  never  fold ;  and 
refpe&ing  fuch  boroughs,  no  reform  is  neceflary.     The  true 
iburce  of  aftual  parliamentary  reprefentation  is  property  ; 
•the  Houfe  of  Commons  judges  and  decides  on  the  Turns 
neceflary  to  be  levied  on  the  fubjeft  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  ftate,  they  will  not  fuffer  the  leafl  alteration 
of  their  decifions  on  that  fubje&  to  be  made  by  the  other 
branches  of  the  legislature.     The  neceflity,  the  quantum, 
And  the  expenditure  of  the  public  fupplies,  are  under  their 
peculiar  cognixance  an^l  j  urifdi&ion.     This  fuperintendence 
has  beftowed  on  that  Houfe  all  the  reft  of  its  powers  and 
privileges,  which  it  has  gradually  acquired  fince  its  firft  for 
:mation   in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  third  :  It  is  therefore 
highly  confident   with  the  original  principles  of  our  con- 
flitution,  that  the  members  of  fociety  who  have  moft  pro- 
perty, mould  have  moft  influence  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons : 
They  who  contribute  moft  largely  to  the  public  expence 
ihould  have  moil  interefl:  in  that  'Houfe  which  raifed  the 
funds  for  defraying  it,  and  directs  the  expenditure.     The 
nobleman   or  commoner  whofe  property  amounts  to  ten 
ithoufand  pounds  yearly,  fhould  have  a  greater  fway  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  than  -the  poor  perfon,  whofe  property 
amounts  perhaps  only  to  the  value  of  the  garments  which 
cover  him  ;  becaufe  the  one  contributes  largely  to  the  expen- 
ces  of  the  ftate,  the  other  little  or  nothing.     The  rich  noble- 
man, though  he  is  taxed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  pro- 
portion to  his  property,  yet  cannot  himfelf  fit  in  it,  he  is 
therefore  entitled  to  influence   in  that  afiembfy,  which  he 
can  no  otherwife  poffefs  than  by  fubftitution ;  moft  of  what 
J  have  here  urged  will  apply  to  the  rich  commoner,  patrpn 
of  a  borough  ;  the  principle,  on  which  his  claim  to  influence 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refts,  is  the  fame ;  he  indeed 
may  fit   in  that  Houfe,  and  generally  does,  for  one  of  the 
feats  of  his  patronized  borough,  a  privilege    which   the 
nobleman  does  not  enjoy ;  but  the  magnitude  of  his  property 
entitles  the  commoner  to  more  interefl:  there  than  one  feat 
can  confer  upon  him.     The  great  flakes  of  both  the  rich 
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nobteman  and  commoner  in  the  flate  generally  fecure  their 
attachment  to  it  ;  and  engage  both    themfelves  and  their 
adherents  to  fupport  the   real  interefts  of  their  country  ;. 
becaufe  by  fo  doing  they  fupport  their   own.     And   this 
mixture  of  ariftocratic  influence   with  the  democratic  part 
of  our  constitution,  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  correction 
of  excefles  and  of  errors  incident  to  both,  and  harmonizes 
that   unrivalled  conftitution.      You  do   not,  fir,  urge  the 
objections  againft  that  part  of  our  parliamentary  reprefen- 
tation,   which  proceeds  from  fuch  patronized  boroughs,  as 
5re  not  venal,  with  a  good  grace  ;  you  never  would  have,  fat 
in  parliament,  if  fuch  reprefentation  had  not  exiftence  in  our 
constitution  ;  neither  your  family,  fortune,  or  acquirements 
could  give  you  any  rational  hope  of  fuch  a  diftin&ion.  Until 
the  laft  parliament^  when  the  citizens  of  Dublin  were  fo  far 
deceived  by  your  preceding  conduct,  as  to  return  you  one  of 
their  representatives,  you  never  had  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  except  for  a  patronized  borough,  and  whilft  you 
fat  in  parliament,  as  the  fubftitute  of  a  .nobleman,  by  whofe 
interefl  you  were  returned,  we  never  heard, of  your  prefent 
defperate  project  of  pretended  reform,  nor  what  you  now 
ftile  emancipation  ;  the  fupport  of  the  proteffont  afcmdancy, 
a  term  coined  by  you,  -was  then  your  cant  ;  your  patron,  if 
you  had  then  difclofed  your  malignant  deilgns  againft  the 
church  and   (late,  might  have  difcarded   you.     Yet  not- 
withstanding your  original  admiflion   into    the    Houfe   of 
Commons  as  reprefentative  for  a  patronized  borough,  which 
I  mall  always  confider  a  public  misfortune,  I  mud  at  the 
fame  time  avow  my  approbation  of  that  mode  of  reprefen- 
tation in  a  qualified  degree,  as  well  for  the  reafons  I  have 
given,  as  becaufe  I  have  known  fome  of  the  greateft  orna- 
ments of  their  country,  and  men  who  have  done  the  mod 
fignal  feryices  to  it,  introduced  into  that  Houfe  by  fuch 
means. 

The  objection,  that  many  perfons  well  intitled  to  the  free- 
dom of  corporations,  are  notwithstanding  excluded  by  electi- 
oneering intrigue,  is  fully  anfwered  byffoting,  that  they  have 
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their  legal  remedies  for  fuch  injuftice  by  writs  of  mandamus, 
and  all  abufes  in  corporations  except  t-he  venality  above  mefi- 
tioned,  and  that  too  in  feme  degree,  is  remediable  by  the  due 
courfe  of  the  exilting  laws  of  the  land,  by  writs  of  quo  war- 
ranto,  and  informations  in  the  nature  of  quo  warranto,  and 
require  not  any  new  fpecies  of  reform  whatfoever  ;  vthe  ex- 
ifting  laws  duly  exerted,  and  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  all 
injured  parties  conitantly  to  refort  to,  and  to  demand  their 
effectual  exertion,  fecuring  the  jSure  and  undefiled  exercife 
of  the  rights  conferred  on  a  borough  at  its  original  creation. 
It  is  objected,  that  the  original  conftitutjon  of  fome  bo- 
roughs is  vicious,  in  conferring  the  whole  privilege  of 
electing  reprefentatives  in  parliament  on  a  fovereign  and 
twelve  burgeiTes  ;  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  very  few 
boroughs  in  this  kingdom  are  fo  conftituted,  the  charters  of 
an  infinite  majority  of  the  corporations  in  this  kingdom, 
confer  the  privilege  of  voting  for  reprefentatives  in  parlia- 
ment, on  the  fgvereigns,  burgeflesj  and  freemen  at  large  ; 
and  with  refpeft  to  fuch  as  are  fo  constituted,  it  may  be 
urged,  that  the  inverting  the  principal  inhabitants  of  forrte 
boroughs  with  the  privilege  of  electing  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  for  fuch  boroughs  exclufively,  was  by  no  means 
an  unreafonable  exertion  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
but  is  well  warranted  by  that  principle  of  the  conftitution, 
which  directs,  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  par- 
liament fliould  be  regulated,  not  by  numbers,  but  by  pro- 
perty and  refpe&ability  ;  and  the  principal  inhabitants  or 
landholders  in  fuch  boroughs  are  aftually  reprefented  in  par- 
liament, the  others  virtually,  and  fuch  conftitution  may  be 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  circumftances  of  fome  boroughs. 
The  exalufion  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  from  inter- 
fering in  the  election  of  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  or 
from  the  elective  franchife,  by  the  prefent  ftate  of  borough 
reprefentation,  I  confider  as  the  bulwark,  and  not  as  a  weak 
and  faulty  part,  of  our  conflitution.  From  the  firft  dawn 
of  the  Englifh  conflitution  to  the  prefent  day,  the  mem- 
enjoying  the  elective  franchifes  in  England  never 
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amounted  to  one-fixtieth  part  of  the  people.  The  cafe  has 
been  the  fame  in  Ireland  fince  the  communication  of  the 
Englifli  conftitution  to  this  country,  and  it  muft  always  con- 
tinue fo,  whilft  the  aStual  reprefentation  of  property  and 
refpe&ability,  and  virtual  reprefentation  of  numbers,  con- 
tinue to  be  principles  of  the  conftitution.  In  Britain,  a  coun- 
try whofe  inhabitants  are  moftly  of  the  fame  religious  per- 
fuafion,  which  has  been  long  fubjecl;  to  a  regular  fyftem  of 
laws,  a  due  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  where  the  laws 
meet  with  due  reverence  and  fubmiflion,  a  dilation  of  the 
elective  franchife,  in  fome  moderate  degree,  perhaps  might 
not  be  attended  witrr  any  deftructive  convulfion  ;  the 
fituation  of  this  country  is  the  very  reverfe  of  that  of 
Britain  in  all  the  above  particulars ;  and  if  projects  or  reform 
are  rejected  in  Britain,  as  tending  tb  anarchy  and  revo- 
lution, there  are  reafons  for  rejecting  them  here  a  thou- 
fand  fold  ftronger  than  the  reafons  which  have  decided  their 
rejection  in  the  fifter  country ;  and  how  very  ridiculous  is 
your  argument,  or  rather  declamation,  againft  the  prefent 
parliamentary  conftitution  of  Ireland,  -calling  it  a  borough 
parliament,  andjlating  that  it  was  adequate  to  the  management 
of  Ireland  wbilft  it  continued  a  province,  but  abfurd  and  inap- 
plicable when  that  province  became  a  nation  !  Ireland  though 
a  kingdom  with  an  independent  legiflature,  is  ftill,  and  I 
hope  ever  will  be,  a  province  of  the  Britifh  empire  ;  and 
its  parliamentary  conftitution  is  the  very  fame  with  that  of 
Great  Britain.  The  boroughs  in  England  are  as  numerous 
in  proportion,  as  the  boroughs  in  Ireland,  nor  are  they  a 
whit  more  independent,  more  chafte,  or  more  incorrupt  ;  if 
Ireland  has  a  borbugh  parliament,  fo  has  Great  Britain  ;  the 
latter  is,a  nation,  at  leaft  in  as  large  a  fenfe  of  the  word,  as 
the  former,  that  parliament  has  been  found  adequate  to  the 
management  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  fimilar  parliament  has 
been  found,  and  I  truft  ever  will  be  found,  adequate  to  the 
management  of  Ireland,  whether  it  be  a  province,  a  nation, 
or  both  ;  and  both  it  may  be,  and  is.  I  truft  t  have  already 
(hewn,  that  your  project  of  pretended  reform,  built  on  the 
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principle  of  extending  actual  reprefentation  to  the  mafs  of 
the  people,  that  is,  of  regulating  it  by  numbers,  not  by  pro- 
perty, teems  with  deftruction,  fubverfion,  and  rebellion  ;  that 
like  Pandora's  box,  it  is  a  compofition  of  all  the  plagues  with 
which  the  human  race  was  ever  afflicted  ;  and  confequently 
that  it  is  the  true  intereft  of  every  lover  of  his  country,  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  whether  Proteftants  of  the 
eftablifhed  church,  Diflenters,  or  Romanics,  (notwithftand- 
ing  your  decept.ious  feductive  arts  to  inlift  the  latter  clafs 
under  your  political  ftandard)  to  join  as  one  man  in  fupport 
of  the  prefent  conftitution  of  their  country,  and  in  maintain* 
ing  the  prefent  mode  of  parliamentary  reprefentation,  as 
they  tender  the  prefervation  of  themfelves,  their  properties, 
their  wives,  their  children  and  the  future  welfare  of  their  po- 
fterity  in  general ;  that  they  ought  to  confider,  that  all  the 
clafles  of  people  in  a  ftate,  form  but  the  one  ftate,  and  that 
the  lower  and  poorer  clafles,  though  excluded  From  the 
elective  franchife,  yet  are  reprefented  in  parliament  by 
members  elected  by  the  richer  and  more  refpectable  clafles  ; 
inafmuch  as  fuch  members  are  reprefentatives  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  whole  ftate,  which  during  the  exigence  of  a 
regular  government  is  one  and  indivifible,  and  not  barely, 
of  the  perfons  who  elect  them,  who  are  but  part  of  the 
(late :  that  the  lower  poorer  claflfes;  not  participating  of 
the  elective  franchife,  are  neverthelefs,  virtually  reprefented, 
the  richer  and  more  refpectable  clafles,  enjoying  the  elective 
franchife  actually  :  and  that  virtual  reprefentation  confers  as 
much  benefit  on  the  reprefented,  as  atfua.1-,  becaufe  the  re- 
prefentatives are  bound  to  confult  and  guard  the  interefts  of 
the  whole  community  equally ;  that  fuch  has  been,  and  from 
the  nature  of  things  muft  be,  the  principles  and  practice  of 
every  reprefentative  government  on  earth  :  and  that  thfc 
extenfion  of  the  elective  franchise  to  the  mafs  of  the  people 
indifcriminately,  would  render  all  reprefentative  government 
impracticable,  and  would  bury  civil  liberty  under  its  cum- 
brous ruins.  In  mort,  a  wife  people  will  always  confider 
avaricious,  greedy,  importunate,  infatiable,  projedting,  am- 
bitious 


bitious,  demagogues,  clamorous  mendicant  orators,  and 
(ham  patriots,  as  the  moft  deflru&ive,  deteftable  pefts  of 
civil  focicty. 

Having  thus,  fir,  (hewn  what  amendments  and  corrections 
cur  prefent  fyftem  of  parliamentary  repreferitation  may  ftand 
in  need  of,  and  how  they  are  to  be  elected  ;  and  having 
fhewn,  that  the  abufes  which  time  may  have  introduced  into 
that  fyftem,  are  very  eafily  remediable  ;  that  the  correction 
and  prevention  of  fuch  abufes  are  not  what  you  call  reform, 
that  fijch  reform  is  not  only  inexpedient,  but  ruinous ;  and 
'that  no  general  reform  is  neceflary  ;  and  having  in  a  pre- 
ceding part  of  my  anfwer,  expofed  the  deftru&ive  and 
fraudulent  tendency  of  the  firft  part  of  your  reform  which 
you  call  emancipation,  and  that  your  projected  reform  of 
the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament  would  not  give 
a  conftitution  to  the  people,  nor  Catholic  emancipation  a  people 
to  the  conflitution,  as  you  quaintly  and  dogmatically  exprefs 
yourfelf ;  I  mall  proceed  to  confider  your  alleged  grievance 
df  the  influence  of  the  Englifh  cabinet  in  Ireland,  which 
influence  you  call  a  foreign  yoke,  the  hgijlative  ufurpation  of 
a  humiliated  and  a  tame  tyrant  !  I  am  glad,  fir,  that  you 
admit  the  Englifti  cabinet  to  be  a  humiliated  and  tame  tyrant, 
that  is,  if  I  underfland  you  right,  a  tyrant  deprived  of  power, 
and  confcious  of  its  impotence,  and  if  this  foreign  cabinet  is 
deprived  of  power,  and  confcious  of  its  impotence,  it7 
cannot  retain  a  galling  influence  in  Ireland,  the  influence 
of  fuch  a  reduced  tyrant  mutt  arife  either  from  the  folly  of 
thofe  who  fubmit  to  its  dictates,  or  from  their  confciouf- 
nefs  of  the  wifdom  of  its  counfels,  and  the  falutary  effects 
of  its  meafures  ;  if  its  influence  were  pernicious  and  de- 
finitive, even  the  folly  of  thofe  who  had  for  a  time  fub- 
mitted  to  it  could  not  infure  its  duration,  its  exiftence  muft 
be  tranfitory,  as  it  would  be  only  during  pleafure,  and  even 
idiots  cannot  be  long  pleafed  with  that  which  is  deftniSive 
and  painful ;  bul  if  its  influence  arifes  from  the  propriety, 
ihe  juftice,  the  wifdom,  and  beneficence,  of  its  meafures, 
ii.s  duration  might  be  protracted,  and  if  fuch  be  the  nature 
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of  the  influence  of  the  Englifli  cabinet  in  Ireland,  I  hope  it 
will  long  continue.  But  firft,  fir,  I.  muft  explain  your 
precife  meaning  of  the  words,  Influence  of  the  Engli/h  cabinet, 
and  its  kgijlative  ufurpation  in  Ireland ;  it  is  this,  that  the 
meafures  propofed  to  the  Irifh  parliament  for  adoption  by 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  his  chief  fecretary,  (always 
Englifhmen  appointed  by  his  majefty  with  the  advice  of  his 
cabinet  counfel  in  England)  are,  previous  to  their  being  pro- 
pofed here,  devifed  and  digefted  by  his  majefty,  and  his  ca- 
binet council  in  England,  and  that  the  influence  of  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  is  fo  great, 
that  fuch  meafures  are  generally  adopted  here.  Your  com- 
plaints on  this  head,  fir,  amount  to  this  ;  that  it  is  a  public 
grievance  that  his  majefty  mould  interfere  in  the  govern- 
ment of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  part  of  his  empire,  infepa- 
rably  annexed  to  his  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  king,  by  his  minifters,  to  propofe  for  the 
adoption  of  parliament  fuch  meafures,  as  he  with  the  advice 
of  his  cabinet  council  {hall  deem  neceffary  or  conducive  to 
the  fafety  and  profperity  of  his  empire  :  he  has  by  the  con- 
ftitution  an  undoubted  right  to  deliberate  on  thofe  meafures  ; 
he  is  refident  in  England,  and  is  it  reafonable  to  fuppofe 
that  he  will  approve  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  recom- 
mended by  his  fervants  in  this  kingdom,  as  proper  to  be  pro- 
pofed for  the  adoption  of  his  parliament  of  Ireland,  a  king- 
dom infeparabiy  annexed  to  and  dependant  upon  his  imperial 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  without  confulting  with  hi* cabinet 
council  in  England,  on  the  propriety  of  fuch  meafures,  and 
in  their  tendency  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  the 
whole  empire  ?  any  perfon  who  maintains  the  doctrine, 
that  the  Britifh  cabinet  council  ought  not  to  interfere  with 
their  advice  to  our  common  fovereign  on  fuch  meafures,  is 
an  enemy  to  the  connexion  of  the  two  countries,  and  to 
the  unity  of  the  empire  ;  the  Engliftv  cabinet  council  giving 
their  advice  to  his  majefty  on  Irifh  meafures,  are  fo  far  an 
Irifh  cabinet  council,  and  to  cut  off  all  interference  of  the 
Englifo  cabinet  council  in  advifing  his  Majefty,  with  refpeft 
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to  Irifli  meaTurds,  is  in  effect  to  cut  off  all  interference  of 
his  Majefty  in  the  government  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland  ; 
becaufe  he  is  refident  in  Ertgland,  and  cannot  conftitution- 
ally  acl  in  meafures  which  regard  his  kingdom  of  Ireland 
without  confulting  the  Cabinet  Council  in  England,  as  fuch 
meafur6sought  nottooperateeiclufivelyfor  thebenefit,  either 
of  Ireland  or  Great  Britain,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  Empire 
in  general,  and  no  one  meafure  of  government  can  operate  for 
the  benefit  or  detriment  of  Ireland,  which  does  not  operate 
for  the  benefit  or  detriment  of  Great  Britain,  when  the  in- 
terefts  of  both    countries   are   rightly  understood  :  If  his 
Majefty,  aflifted  by  the  advice  of  his  Cabinet  Council  in  Eng- 
land is  not  to  interfere  with  the  government  of  his  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  he  ffiuft  approve  ajl  meafures,  tranfmitted  to 
him  by  his  cabinet  council  in  Ireland,  or  reject  them,  with- 
out confuting  with  the  minifters  in  England,  with  whom 
he  confults  on1  all  bufinefs  of  the  Empire,  and  without  hear- 
ing them  debated,  or  in  any  manner  exercifing  his  own 
judgment  upon  them,  and  this  would    in  fa£t  compleatly 
feparate  the  two  countries  to  the  ruin  of  Ireland,  whofe 
welfare,  as  I  have  already  fhewn,  depends  on  her  connexion 
with  Britain  ;  he  might  remain  nominally  King  of  Ireland, 
but  he  would  be  only  nominally  fo  ;  the  very  appointment 
of  his  lieutenant  in  Ireland,  novtf  appointed  with  the  advice 
of  his  cabinet  council  in  fLngland,  would  be  torn  from  him 
by  the  doctrine,  that  the  Englifli  cabinet   ought   not   to 
interfere  with  the  affairs  of  Ireland  ;  the  meafures  refpe£Ung 
Ireland  recommended  by  the  Englifh  cabinet,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  his  Secretary,  to  the 
Trim  Parliament,  are  generally  firft  devifed  and  digefted  by 
the  cabinet  council  in  Ireland,  and  thence  tranfmitted  to 
England,  for  the  approbation  of  his  Majefty :  And  I  do  not 
find  that  fuch  meafures  receive  any  greater  countenance  or 
patronage  from  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  than  the  meafures 
of  government  in  Great  Britain  receive  from  the  parliament 
of  that  country  ;  fuch  meafures  are  freely  debated,  varied, 
approved,  or  rejected,  in  both  parliaments.    And  the  ca- 
binet 


binet  council  of  England,  or  rather  his  Majefty,  (for  it  la 
his  Majefty's  lawful  influence  with  his  Irifh  parliament  you 
really  mean,  when  you  talk  of  the  influence  of  the  Englifh 
cabinet  in   Ireland,  and  it    is   the   lawful   exertion  of  hi» 
Majefly's  prerogative  asfovereign  of  this  realm  you  mean  to 
exclude)  has  no  more  influence  in  the  Trim  parliament,  than 
in  the  Britiih.    To  mew  it  is  his  Majefty's  lawful  authority 
you  mean  to  abolifh  in  this  kingdom,  when  you  talk  of  ex- 
tinguifhing  the  influence  of  the  Englifh.  cabinet,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  his  Majefty  never  exercifes  his  kingly  office  in 
the  general  affairs  of  government,  and  particularly  in  devif- 
ing  political  meafures  to  be  propofed  to  his  parliament  for 
their  approbation,  without  firft  advifing  with  his  cabinet 
council ;  and  you  ftate  precifely,  that  the  unconjlitutional  ln~ 
fluence  of  the  croivn,  and  what  youfalfely  ftile,  the  profcription 
of  the  Catholics ,  are  the  fundamental  caufes  of  the  difcontent 
and  jealoufy  of  Ireland  ;  now  what  you  here  flile  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown,   you  in  other  parts  of  your  addrefs  ftilc 
the  influence  of  the  Brififh  cabinet' in  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land :  and  in  truth  throughout  the  whole  addrefs,  the  moft 
abufive  efFufion  of  malice  I  have  ever  read  !  you  make  ufe  of 
the  words  Miniftcrs  of  the  Crown  and  Brltijh  Cabinet ',  to  fig- 
nify  the  Crown  and  the  King  himfelf,  by  way  of  a  little 
quibbling  defence  againft  legal  profecution.     Whenever  you 
mention  any  of  our  deceafed  Monarchs,  the  abufe  of  whom 
is  not  by  law  purrifhabk,  you  call  them,  as  well  as  their  Mi- 
nifters  in  plain  terms,  murderers,  robbers,  and  cheats;  it 
would  be  as  yet,  you  well  know,  fomewhat  dangerous  to  ap- 
ply the  fante  opprobrious  Billingfgate  language  to  the  reign- 
mg  Monarch.     What  you  ftile  unconstitutional  influence  of 
the  crown,  or  of  the  Britifh  cabinet  in  Parliament,  is  no- 
-  thing  more  or  lefs,  than  the  influence  in  parliament  which 
the  laws  give  to  the  reigning  Monarch,  and  without  which 
he  would  be  no  fovereign  whatfoever  ;  in  fhort,  you  mean 
his  prerogative,  as  conferred  and  defined  by  the  laws  of  the 
land,  which  is  his  conftitutional  influence,  and  the  depriving 
him  of  which  would  in  fa&  be  his  depart  ion. 
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•  The  reform  you  propofed  and  whofe  conftitution  you  in' 
fome  meafure  explain  in  the  Litany  with  which  you  conclude 
your  addrefs,  would  banifh  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  alt 
kingly  and  ariftocratic  influence,  and  would  render  all  Mo- 
narchical government  impracticable  ;  it  would  in  fact  extin- 
guifh  the  Monarchy,  and  fubftitute  in  its  place  a  democratic 
republic,  and  all  your  rant  of  bombaftic  figurative  nonfenfe, 
calculated  to  blind  the  intellectual  vifion  (to  ufe  your  own 
phrafe)  of  your  readers  by  the  duft  of  the  rubbifh,  "  fucb  as 
"  ftffchg*flflii*n9  baptizing  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  with  royalty, 
<f  the  people  being  fponf or  s  for  their  allegiance  to  the  liberty  of  the 
"  fubjefls.  Kings  are  but  fatellites,  your  freedom  is  the  luminary 
*'  that  has  called  them  to  the  Jkies^  and  above  all  that  conclu- 
five  effort  of  your  fublime  and  poetic  genius,  for  which  you 
certainly  merit  rank  amongft  authors,  the  quotations  from 
whofe  works  illustrate  the  precepts  contained  in  the  art  of 
ftnking  in  poetry,  in  which  you  fo  happily  blend  the  ideas  of 
the  fpindle,  the  ditUff,  and  the  fchool-boy's  top,  with  that  of 
the  revolution  of  the  planets  round  the  fun  from  the  princi- 
ple of  attraction,  in  the  following  elegant  effufion  !  "  Re- 
"  form  is  a  principle  of  attraction  about  which  the  King  and  pea- 
**  pie  would fpin  on  quietly  and  infenfibly  in  regular  movements , 
*'  and  in  a  fyftem  common  to  them  both  ;"  all  this  rant  I  fay,  is 
thundered  forth  pell  mell  on  the  reader,  with  a  view  the 
more  effectually  to  conceal  the  hideous  afpect  of  your  gorgon 
project,  and  to  prevent  and  obviate  the  terrors  and  detefia- 
tion  it  would  create  in  the  minds  of  all  people,  if  it  were 
feen(  in  all  its  native  horrible  deformity  ! 

Having,  fir,  thus  examrned  and  expofed  the  nature  of 
your  pretended  grievances  and  propofed  remedies,  I  (hall 
proceed  to  the  epitome  of  your  principles  as  fet  forth  in  this 
ad  Jrefs.  You  flate  that  the  Minifter  of  the  Crown  has  en- 
deavoured "  to  render  the  King  in  Parliament  every  thing  and 
"  the  psople  nothing,  that  fuch  attempt  renders,  him,  the  Mi- 
"  nifter,  more  a  traitor  to  the  conftitution,  than  the  people 
"  would  be  to  the  King,  if  they  mould  advance  in  arms  and 
"  place  their  leader  on  the  Throne,  becaufe  in  them  it  would 
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"  be  only  rebellion  againft  their  creature,  the  King,  but  in 
"  the  other  it  would  be  rebellion  againft  his  Creator  the  peo- 
"  pie,*'  by  the  word  other  here  you  do  not  point  out  the 
Minifter,  but  the  King  :  Becaufe  by  the  word  other  you 
mean  the  perfon  created  by  the  people,  that  is,  as  you  ftate 
it,  the  King.  There  is  indeed  a  fort  of  juggling  confufion 
in  the  whole  paragraph,  which  demonftrates,  that  when 
you  ufe  the  word  Minifter  of  the  Crown,  you  really  mean 
the  King  ;  and  that  you  frequently  refort  to  this  fpecies  of 
quibbling  from  the  cautionary  motives  already  mentioned. 

From  this  paragraph  it  appears,  you  deny  that  the  King 
and  his  Parliament  conjointly  compofe  the  fupreme  power 
of  the  ftate  :  that  is,  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  acting 
in  a  body  ;  but  that  there  is  a  power  infinitely  above  them 
vefted  in  the  people  at  large  :  and  although  the  people  com- 
pofe one  eftate  of  the  Parliament,  by  their  reprefentatives 
duly  elected,  yet  that  the  mafs  of  the  people  ftill  remains 
the  fupreme  power  in  the  ftate,  (as  there  muft  be  fome  fu- 
preme power  in  every  ftate)  and  are  not  bound  by  the  or- 
dinances to  which  they  confent  by  their  delegates.  This 
is  a  novel  doctrine  unknown  to  the  Britifti  Conftitution,  ex- 
tracted from  the  modern  French  Code  of  Jurifprudence. 
By  the  Britifti  Conftitution,  the  King  in  Parliament,  that 
is,  acting  in  conjunction,  with  his  Parliament,  acts  in  con- 
junction with  his  people,  and  therefore  to  aflert,  that  the 
King  in  Parliament  can  be  every  thing,  and  the  people 
nothing,  would  be  a  blunder,  if  you  did  not  mean  to  af- 
fert,  that  the  mafs  of  the  people,  though  reprefented  in 
parliament,  yet  remain  the  fupreme  power  of  the  flate,  A 
fecond  novel  principle,  avowed  in  this  paragraph  is,  that  no 
act  whatever  committed  by  the  people  againft  the  king,  can 
amount  to  rebellion,  even  though  they  mould  advance  in 
arms,  and  place  their  leader  on  the  throne,  becaufe  as  you 
ftate,  the  people  is  the  creator,  the  king  the  creature,  and  the 
creator  can  never  commit  rebellion  againft  his  creature  :  It 
-follows  alib  as  a  corollary  from  this  doctrine,  that  the  peo- 
ple, the  creator,  may  at  their  pleafure  annihilate  their  crea- 
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'tare,  the  king,  becaufe  from  the  very  nature  of  creation,  th6 
creature  has  no  right  to  a  longer  exigence,  than  it  fliall  pleafe1 
its  creator  to  limit,  who  may  at  any  time  juftly  put  an  end 
to  that  exigence.  A  third  novel  do&rine  contained  in  this 
paragraph  is,  that  every  attempt  of  the  king  and  parliament 
to  fecure,  or  to  exercife,  a  fupreme  authority  in  the  date* 
is  in  the  king  a  wicked  rebellion  againfthis  creator,  the  peo- 
ple, for  which  he,  and  the  parliament  his  abettors  in  fuch 
attempt,  deferve  the  punifhment  of  rebellion,  that  is,  death 
and  cbnfifcation :  and  that  the  people  inflicting  fuch  penaU 
ties  on  him  and  his  abettors,  are  a£ting  juftly  and  conftituti- 
onally.  This  principle  too  is  extracted  from  the  French 
code.  The  French  phiiofophers  dethroned  and  beheaded 
their  king,  becaufe  a  few  of  his  adherents  prefumed  to  de- 
fend him  from  afTaffination  in  his  own  palace,  by  the  mob, 
that  is  the  people,  and  he  and  they  therefore,  according  to 
the  new  French  code,  committed  rebellion  againft  their  fo- 
vereign,  the  people,  *and  were  juftly  condemned  to  death  : 
A  fourth  novel  do&rine  advanced  by  you,  is  that  fuch  at- 
tempt in  king  and  parliament  would  be  a  wickeder  a£t  of 
rebellion  in  Ireland,  more  a  rebellion  in  equity  (abfurd  com- 
bination!) than  in  any  other  country,  becaufe,  as  you  ex- 
prefsly  ftate,  fuch  attempt  "  would  be  the  introduction  not  on/y 
f(  of  a  defpoiic9  but  a  foreign  yoke  "  and  in  another  part  you 
Jlate  the  king  to  be  an  abfentee :  that  i5,  though  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  form  but  one  empire,  and  though  the  king  re- 
fides  within  that  empire,  yet  as  he  does  not  refide  in  Ireland, 
he  is  a  foreigner  and, an  abfentee,  and  Great  Britain,  as  to 
Ireland  is  a  foreign  country.  Ho\v  much  you  intend  to  en- 
courage loyalty  in  Ireland,  and  to  fofler  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  by  inculcating  fuch  doctrines,  I 
fliall  leave  to  the  public  to  judge,  and  they  no  doubt  will 
do  juftice  to  your  fentiments  ;  notwithstanding  the  impu- 
dent, hypocritical,  and  fraudulent  ejaculations  of  qualified 
attachment  to  kingly  power,  and  to  that  connexion,  contain- 
ed in  the  fpecies  of  litany  with  which  you  clofe  your  addrefs. 
You  have  officioufly,  zealoufly,  and  emphatically  juflified 
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the  inhuman  Irifli  maffacre  of  all  the  Proteflants  in  this 
kingdom,  which  the  popifh  rebels  of  1641  could  lay  their 
hands  upon,  men,  women,  and  children,  as  I  have  already 
fliewn  :  you  not  only  juflify  the  prefent  horrible  affaflinations 
and  robberies,  nightly  committed  throughout  many  parts  of 
this  kingdom,  by  popular  and  energetic  Romanifts,  United 
Irijhmen,  but  you  applaud  them — expreffing  yourfelf  thus, 
as  I  have  already  noticed  concerning  them,  they  are  the  ef- 
fects of  (t  thefpirit  of  political  reformation"  and  even  in  thefe 
cafes  where  charged  to  be  carried  to  "  confifcaticn,  it  is  evi- 
(£  dent  from  the  charge  itfelf,  that  confiscation  looks  to  political 
*'  vengeance,  not  private  plunder,  it  is  a  public  caufe,  and  let  no 
(<  man  perjuad'e  you  that  it  is  not  the  caufe  of  liberty  on  one  fide, 
*'  and  tyranny  on  the  other."  Confifcation  means  the  feizing  of 
the  good*  and  property  of  felons  and  traitors,  and  fecuring 
them  for  the  ufe  of  the  public.  Attend,  ye  citizens  of  Dub- 
lin !  Mr.  Henry  Grattan,  who  once  fat  in  parliament  as  one 
of  yr<vir  reprefentatives,  publifhes  an  addrefs  to  you,  in  which 
with  moft  unparalleled  impudence,  he  juflifies  and  applauds 
the  nightly  aiTaflfmations  and  robberies  of  the  United  Irifh- 
men  !  Thefe  murderers  and  robbers,  whofe  atrocities  make 
the  very  blood  of  every  honeft  man  in  the  kingdom  run  cold 
at  the  recital,  he  tells  you,  are  all  glorious  patriots  acting  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty  againft  tyranny  !  their  robberies,  he  calls 
confifcations,  that  is,  the  lawful  feizUre  of  the  property  of  trai- 
tors to  be  applied  to  the  public  ufe  !  According  to  him  aU' 
your  friends  and  relations  flaughtered  in  their  beds  at  night, 
have  been  juftly  put  to  death  as  traitors  to  the  public  caufe 
of  liberty,  and  their  property  has  been  juftly  feized  by  the 
murderers,  to  be  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the  army  of  United 
Irifhmen  !  The  horrible  maflfacre  of  your  ai7ceftors,  accord- 
ing to  him.,  was  alfo  jufl  exertion  of  public  fpirit  in  a  fimilar 
glorious  caufe  of  liberty  !  Such,  fir,  are  the  contents  of  your 
addrefs  to  your  former  confHtuents,  n  addrefs  I  will  venture 
to  affirm,  never  yet  furpafled,  nay  I  may  fay  equalled,  in  ar- 
rogance, impudence,  falfehood,  mifr-iprefentation,  rancour, 
and  wickednefs,  by  any  publication,  which  ever  made  its 
appearance,  and  efcaped  with  impunity,  in  any  civflized 
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country  under  the  Sun ;  you  know,  fir,  I  have  neither  mif- 
quoted  nor  mifreprefented  you,  and  I  recommend  you  very 
heartily^o  the  patronage  and  protection  of  your  matters,  the 
Jacobins  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  their  brethren  in  France 
and  Ireland;  they  never  yet  met,  and  never  will  meet  with 
any  human  creature  more  deferving  of  the  countenance  and 
protection  of  fuch  a  refpe&able  fociety. 

I  (hall  now,  fir,  conclude  my  anfwer,  by  a  fort  of  litany, 
as  you  conclude  your  addrefs,  firft  obferving,  that  your  lafl 
ejaculation — "  However  it  may  pleafe  the  Almighty  to  dif- 
"  pofe  of  princes,  and  of  parliaments — may  the  liberties  of 
"  the  people  be  immortal"  openly  teaches  that  a  limited  mo- 
narchy, a  government  founded  on  the  joint  powers  of  a 
king,  lords,  and  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  is  not  the  bed 
or  only  mode  of  fecuring  the  liberty  of  the  fubje&s,  that 
fuch  liberty  may  not  only  fubfift,  but  may  be  of  fo  perma- 
nent a  nature,  as  to  be  immortal  under  a  government  with- 
outtking  or  parliament,  that  is  under  a  Jacobin  Democratic 
Republic)  with  a  fervent  prayer  for  the  eftablimment  of 
which  government,  you  conclude  your  addrefs,  and  a  very 
proper  and  confident  conclufion  it  is  ! 

Now  for  my  litany  : 

May  the  prefent  conftitutkm  of  the  Britifh  Empire  be  im- 
mortal ;  and  may  the  king  always  enjoy  that  influence  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament,,  with  which  the  conftitution  has 
inverted  him,  and  which  is  indifpenfably  neceflary  for  the 
good  government  of  the  Empire! 

May  the  parliamentary  conflilution  be-immortal ;  and  may 
it  always  be  an  operative  part  of  the  conftitution,  confining 
the  kingly  power  within  constitutional  limits  only  ;  and  may 
it  never  be  able  or  inclined  to  encroach  on  the  constitutional 
authority  of  the  crown,  but  may  that  authority,  be  for  ever 
able  to  maintain  its  own  conftitutional  rights  ! 

May  the  Houfe  of  Commons  flourifh ;  may  it  everbe  elect- 
ed by  the  opulent  JUT  I  moft  refpe&able  part  of  the  people 
only  ;  and  may  the  whole  community,  and  the  common  inte- 
reft  of  the  whole  Empire,  be  the  only  objects  of  its  care  ! 
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May  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be 
immortal ;  may  the  Britifti  Empire  be  one  and  indivifible  ; 
and  may  the  traitorous  attempts,  of  ail  greedy,  clamorous,  - 
fturdy  beggars,  mendicant  orators,  fham  patriots,  defperate 
projectors,  French  agents,  and  fpies,  and  Jacobin  incen- 
diaries, to  feparate  this  nation  from  the  Britim  Empire,  be 
abortive ! 

May  all  fuch  traitors  abjure  the  realm  and  depart  (to  ufe 
the  phrafe  of  Mr.  Henry  Grattan,)  "  riding  on  the  waves  of 
<(  the  Atlantic ;"  or  may  they  meet  the  fate  of  Macheath** 
gang  in  the  opera,  and  be  all  either  hanged  or  tranfported  ! 

May  the  Proteflant  religion,  as  now  eftablifhed  by  law, 
continue  to  be  the  eflabliibed  religion  of  the  ftate,  and  the 
Proteftant  afcendancy  in  church  and  {late  be  immortal ;  may 
all  its  profeflbrs  be  infpired  with  true  chriftian  courage,  piety, 
and  charity  ;  and  may  all  difienters  from  that  chriftian  com- 
munion, of  whatfoever  denomination,  be  reconciled  and 
converted  to  it ;  and  until  it  {hall  pleafe  the  Almighty,  fo 
to  illuminate  their  underftandings,  as  to  work  fuch  a  change 
in  their  opinions,  may  they  enjoy  perfect  civil  freedom  in  the 
fulleft  and  faireft  fenfe  ;  but  may  all  fuch  of  them  as  errone- 
oufly  maintain  doctrines  fubverfive  of  the  laws  and  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  ftate,  as  points  of  faith,  be  excluded  from  all 
functions,  offices  and  employments  in  the  ftate,  which  would 
furnifh  them  with  opportunity  and  power  to  fubvert,  or  to 
attempt  to  fubvert,  the  conftitution  of  the  Empire'!  May  the 
perfect  civil  freedom  of  the  fubject,  never  be  artfully  con- 
founded with  the  enjoyment,  or  capability  of  enjoyment,  of 
the  political  power  of  the  ft:Ue  ;  and  may  exclufion  from 
fuch  functions,  offices  and  enployments,  of  all  members  of 
any  feet  of  chriftians,  which  maintain  as  points  of  faith, 
doctrines  fub'verfive  of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  ftate, 
continue,  as  long  as  they  £hail  perful  in  profefling  and  main- 
taining fuch  doctr'mes ! 

PATRICK  DUIGENAN. 

Henrietta-Street,  Dublin,     . 
Jan,  2Otb,  1798. 
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THE 

ADDRESS 


o  F  T  H  E 


CATHOLICS    OF    DUBLIN, 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

HENRY    GRATTAN. 

SIR, 

W  E  are  inftru&ed  by  the  Catholics  of  Dublin,  to  offer 
you  their  humble  tribute  of  thanks  and  gratitude,  as 
well  for  the  eminent  fervices  which  you  have  rendered  to 
this  Kingdom,  on  various  occafions,  as  for  your  able  and 
generous  exertions  in  their  caufe.  It  is  not  eafy  to  do  juftice 
to  the  merits  of  a  man,  whofe  name  is  conne&ed  with  the 
mod  brilliant  events  of  his  time  ;  and  who  has  already  ob- 
tained the  higheft  of  all  titles — THE  DELIVERER  OF  HIS 
COUNTRY  j  but  though  it  is  impoffible  to  add  to  your  fame, 
by  any  terms  we  can  employ,  it  muft  be  grateful  to  you  to 
learn,  that  you  have  a  place,  not  only  in  the  admiration,  but 
in  the  affections  of  your  countrymen. 

To  be  thus  loved  and  admired,  is  furely  an  enviable  dif- 
tinftion.  It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  fufficient  to  preferve  or 
purchafe  Ration  and  power,  at  Court ;  but  to  a  well-formed 
mind  it  is  a  fource  of  purer  fatisfa&ion,  than  the  favour  and 
protection  even  of  Monarchs  or  their  Minifters. 

Few  men  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  do  fo  much  for  their 
native  land,  as  you  have  done  for  Ireland.  When  you  firft 
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entered  into  public  life,  garrifon  habits,  and  provincial  pre- 
judices, were  oppofed  to  Irifh  mterefts  and  feelings  ;  and 
what  was  ftill  more  difcouraging,  the  different  defcriptions 
of  people  in  this  country,  far  from  being  ready  tameet  in  a 
common  point  for  their  mutual  advantage,  were  kept  afun- 
tfer  by  perverfe  and  unintelligible  antipathies  of  a  religious 
nature.  Into  this  chaos  of  contradictions,  you  infufed  your 
fpirit,  and  brought  order,  in  fame  meafure,  out  of  confufioti. 

The  firft  effort  of  your  eloquence  was  to  roufe  the  Irifh 
Parliament,  to  afiert  its  own  independence ;  and  notwith- 
flanding  the  habits  of  fubjeclion  which  particular  caufes  had 
induced,  you  were  fuccefsful. 

At  prefent  you  are  engaged  in  a  purfuit,  equally  honour- 
able  to  your  head,  and  ftill  more  to  your  heart.  As  Mover 
of  the  Catholic  Bill,  you  are  endeavouring  to  inculcate  the 
neceflity  of  moderation  and  juftice,  where  you  before  infpired 
courage  ;  and  urging  men  who  triumphed  over  foreign  fu- 
premacy,  to  an  ac*l  of  much  greater  dignity  and  difficulty,  a 
facrifice  of  the  prejudices  of  their  youth  and  education. 

In  this  work,  fo  full  of  genius  and  public  fpirit,  and  which 
goes  to  the  creation  of  a  people,  as  your  former  exertions 
went  to  the  forming  of  a  Condi  tution,  you  have  already 
made  confiderable  progfefs  ;  and  when  ^oii  and  your  illuf- 
trious  friends  were  called  to  the  councils  of  a  virtuous 
Viceroy,  we  looked  with  confidence  to  the  accompli(hment 
6f  your  patriotic  intentions. 

Some  enemy,  however,  to  the  King  and  to  the  People, 
has  interpofed  his  malignant  arid  wicked  fuggeftions,  and  en- 
deavoured to  throw  obftacles  in  the  way  of  our  total  eman- 
cipation. But  we  are  far  from  giving  way  to  fentiments  of 
defpondency  and  alarm.  We  feel  the  juftice  of  our  preten- 
fions,  and  we  are  perfuaded  that  what  is  juft  will  prevail 
over  the  arts  of  perfidy  and  falfehpod. 

What  gives  us  the  moft  fenfible  fatis/a£tion  is,  the  general 
union  of  fentiment  that  pervades  all  ranks  and  defcription  of 
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Iriflimen  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Never  before  flid  Ireland 
ipeak  with  a  voice  fo  unanimous. — Proteftants  and  Catholics 
?ire  at  this  moment  united,  and  feem  to  have  no  other  conteft 
.but  who  (hall  refent  mod  the  outrage  that  has  been  offered 
to  Irifh  pride,  in  the  intended  removal  of  a  patriotic  Viceroy 
from  the  Government-r-and  you  and  your  friends  from  the 
councils  of  this  Kingdom. 

For  our  own  part,  it  (hall  be  our  ftudy  to  cultivate  an 
union  fo  happily  begun.  We  have  no  felfifh  or  narrow 
views.  We  do  not  wifti  to  acquire  privileges  for  ourfelves 
in  order  to  abridge  the  privileges  of  others  ;  for  we  know 
that  in  matters  of  Liberty  and  Conftitution,  to  give  is  to 
gain. 

With  regard  to  the  men  who  may  have  the  hardihood  to 
take  the  fituations  which  you  and  your  friends  are  about  to 
lay  down,  if,  unfortunately  for  this  country,  fuch  an  event 
(hould  happen,  we  fhall  only  fay  that  we  do  not  envy  them 
the  fenfations  which  they  muft  take  up  at  the  fame  time. 
That  man's  temper  muft  be  of  fteel,  -who  can  hold  up  his 
head  amidft  the  hifles  of  a  betrayed  and  irritated  Nation. 

As  to  you  and  your  friends,  your  departure  from  power 
will  not  difturb  the  ferenity  of  your  minds.  The  veneration 
and  gratitude  of  the  People  will  attend  you  in  retirement, 
and  will  preferve  you  from  reflections,  which  muft  be  the 
portion  of  thofe  who  may  be  your  difmal  and  melancholy 
fuccefibrs. 

Signed  by  Order, 

THOMAS  BRAUGHALL,  Chairmajj. 

JOHN  SWEETMAN,  Secretary. 
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MR.  GRATTAN's  ANSWER, 

GENTLEMEN, 

IN  fupporting  you,  I  fupport  the  Proteftant — we  have 
but  one  intereft  and  one  honour,  and  whoever  gives  privi- 
leges to  you,  gives  vigour  to  all — The  Proteftant  already 
begins  to  perceive  it —a  late  attack  has  rallied  the  fcattered 
fpirits  of  the  country,  from  the  folly  of  religious  fchifm  to 
the  recollection  of  national  honour,  and  a  nation's  feuds  are 
loft  in  a  nation's  refentment.  YOUR  EMANCIPATION  WI^L 
PASS— rely  on  it,  YOUR  EMANCIPATION  MUST  PASS — it 
may  be  death  to  one  Viceroy — it  will  be  the  peace-offering 
of  another ;  and  the  laurel  may  be  torn  from  the  dead  brow 
of  one  Governor,  to  be  craftily  converted  into  the  olive  of 
his  fucceflbr. 

Let  me  advife  you  by  no  means  to  poftpone  the  confider- 
ation  of  your  fortunes  till  after  the  war — rather  let  Britain 
receive  the  benefit  of  your  zeal  during  the  exigency  which 
demands  it,  and  you  yourfelvcs,  while  you  are  fighting  to 
preferve  the  bleffing  of  a  Constitution,  have  really  and  bona 
fde  thofe  bleflings. 

My  wifh  is  that  you  fliould  be  free  NOW — there  is  no 
other  policy  which  is  not  low  and  little  ;  let  us  at  once  in- 
ftantly  embrace,  and  greatly  emancipate. 

On  this  principle  I  mean  to  introduce  your  bill,  with  your 
permiflion,  immediately  after  the  recefs. 

You  are  pleafed  to  fpeak  of  the  confidence  and  power  with 
which  for  a  moment  I  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  poflefled. 

When  his  Majefty's  Minifters  were  pleafed  to  refort  to 
our  fupport,  they  took  us  with  the  mcumbrance  of  our  re- 
putation, and  with  all  our  debts  and  mortgages  which  we 
owed  to  our  country. 

To  have  accepted  a  mare  of  confidence  and  council  with- 
out a  view  to  private  advantage,  will  not  meet,  I  hope,  with 
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the  difapprobation  of  my  country ;  but  to  have  accepted  that 
fhare  without  any  view  to  public  advantage,  would  have 
been  refinement  on  the  folly  of  ambition — Meafures  therefore, 
public  meafures  and  arrangements— and  that  which  is  gow 
difputed,  were  ftipulated  by  us 4- were  promifed  in  one 
quarter,  and  with  affurances  they  were  not  refifted  in 
another. 

In  the  fervice  of  Government,  under  his  Excellency's  ad- 
wiiniftration,  we  directed  our  attention  to  two  great  objects, 
the  Kingdom  and  the  Empire.  We  obtained  certain  bene- 
ficial laws — the  difcovery  and  reformation  of  certain  abufes, 
and  were  in  progrefs  to  reform  more — we  obtained  a  great 
force,  and  a  great  fupply  with  the  confent  and  confidence 
of  the  people — Thefe  were  not  the  meafures  of  courtiers-^- 
they  were  the  meafures  of  Minifters. 

His  Excellency  Lord  Fitzwilliam  may  boaft  that  he  offered 
to  the  empire  the  affections  of  millions,  a  better  aid  to  the 
war  than  his  enemies  can  furnifh  who  have  forfeited  thofe 
affections,  and  put  themfelves  in  their  place. 

So  decidedly  have  the  meafures  of  Ireland  ferved  the  em- 
pire, that  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  them  might  appeal 
from  the  cabals  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet,  to  the  fenfe  of  the 
Britifti  nation  — I  know  of  no  caufe  afforded  for  the  difplea- 
fure  of  the  Englifh  Cabinet — but  if  fervices  done  to  Ireland 
are  crimes  which  cannot  be  atoned  for  by  exertions  for  the 
empire,  I  muft  lament  the  gloomy  profpect  of  both  king- 
doms, and  receive  a  difcharge  from  the  fervice  of  Govern- 
ment, as  the  only  honour  an  Englifh  Mini  ft  er  can  confer  on 
an  Irifh  fubject. 

I  conceive  the  continuance  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  as  necef- 
fary  for  the  profperity  of  this  kingdom — his  firm  integrity  is 
formed  to  correct,  his  mild  manners  to  reconcile,  and  his  pri- 
vate example  to  difcountenance  a  progrefs  of  vulgar  and  rapid 
pollution :  if  he  is  to  retire,  I  condole  with  my  country — for 
myfelf,  the  pain,  on  that  occafion,  I  ihould  feel  on  render- 
ing 
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ing  up  my  fmall  portion  of  Minifterial  breath  would  be  little, 
were  it  not  for  the  gloomy  profpe&s  afforded  by  thofe  dread- 
ful guardians  which  are  likely  to  fucceed.  I  tremble  at  the 
return  to  power  of  your  old  Tafk-mafters — that  combination 
which  galled  the  country  with  its  tyranny,  infulted  her  by 
its  manners,  exhaufted  her  by  its  rapacity,  and  flandered 
her  by  its  malice  :  ihould  fuch  a  combination,  (at  once  in- 
flamed as  it  muft  be  now  by  the  favour  of  the  Britifh  Court, 
and  by  the  reprobation  of  the  Irim  People,)  return  to  power 
— I  have  no  hefitatipn  to  fay  that  THEY  WILL  EXTIN- 
GUISH IRELAND OR  IRELAND  MUST  REMOVE  THEM 

— it '  is  not  your  cafe  only,  but  that  of  the  nation.  I  find 
the  country  already  committed  in  the  ftruggle.  I  beg  to  be 
committed  .along  with  her,  and  to  abide  the  iflues  of  her 
fortunes. 

I  fhould  have  expected  that  there  had  been  a  wifdom 
and  faith  in  fome  quarter  of  another  country,  that  would 
have  prevented  fuch  cataftrophe — but  I  know  it  is  no  proof 
of  that  wifdom,  to  take  the  taxes,  continue  the  abufes,  damp 
the  zeal,  and  dam  away  the  affecYion  of  fo  important  a  mem- 
ber of  the  empire  as  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  and  when  this 
country  came  forward,  cordial  and  confident  with  the  offer- 
ing of  her  treafurc  and  blood,  and  refolute  to  iland  or  fall 
with  the  Britifli  nation ;  it  is,  I  fay,  no  proof  of  wifdom 
or  generofity,  to  felecl:  that  moment  to  plant  a  dagger  in 
her  heart. 

But  whatfoever  fliall  be  the  event,  I  will  adhere  to  her 
interefts  to  the  laft  moment  of  my  life. 

HENRY  GRATTAN. 


THE 


THE    RIGHT     HONOURABLE 


HENRY     G  R  A  T  T  A  N  5  S 

ADDRESS, 


MY  FELLOW-CITIZENS  OF  DUBLIN  ! 

1  THANK  you  for  pad  favours  ;  I  have  found  in  you  kind 
and  gracious  Mafters — you  have  found  in  me  an  unprofita- 
ble  Servant  j — under  that  impreflion  I  beg  to  afiure  you, 
that  fo  long  as  the  prefent  flate  of  Reprefentation  in  the 
Commons  Houfe  continues,  fo  long  muft  I  refpe&fully  de- 
cline the  honour  of  foliciting  at  your  hands  a  feat  in  that 
Aflembly. 

On  this  principle  it  was  I  withdrew  from  Parliament,  to* 
gether  with  thofe  with  whom  I  aft — and  I  now  exercife  my 
privilege,  and  difcharge  my  <luty  in  communicating  with 
my  Conttituents,  at  the  eve  of  a  General  Election,  fome  fay 
an  immediate  Diflblution,  when  I  am  to  render  back  a  truft, 
which,  until  Parliament  (hall  be  reformed,  I  do  not  afpire 
to  re-affume.  The  account  of  the  moft  material  parts  of 
my  conduct,  together  with  the  reafon  of  my  refolution,  will 
be  the  fubjedt  of  this  letter. 

When  I  fpeak  of  my  conduct,  I  mean  that  adopted  in 
common  and  in  concert  with  the  other  Gentlemen.  We 
(hould  have  felt  ourfelves  deficient  in  duty  if  we  had  not 
made  one  effort  before  the  clofe  of  the  Parliament,  for  the. 
reftoration  of  domeftic  peace,  by  the  only  means  by  which 
it  feemed  attainable — conciliation  5 — and  if  we  had  not  fub- 
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aiitted  our  opinions,  however  fallible,  and  our  anxieties,  how- 
ever infignificant,  on  a  fubjeft  which  in  its  exiftence  fliook 
your  (late,  and  in  its  confequences  mud  (hake  the  empire. 
Our  opinion  was,  that  the  origin  of  the  evil,  the  fource  of 
the  difcontent,  and  the  parent  of  the  difturbance  was  to  be 
traced  to  an  ill-ftarred  and  deftru&tve  endeavour,  on  the 
part  of  the  Minifler  of  the  Crown,  to  give  to  the  Monarch 
a  power  which  the  Conftitution  never  intended  :  to  render 
the  King  in  Parliament  every  thing,  and  the  People  nothing ; 
and  to  work  the  People  completely  out  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  in  their  place  to  feat  and  eftabliftv  the  Chief 
Magiftrate  abfolute  and  irrefiftible  $  it  appeared  to  us  that  a 
Minifter  guilty  of  fuch  a  crime,  is  as  much  a  traitor  to  the 
Conftitution,  as  the  People  would  be  to  the  King,  if  they 
fhould  advance  in  arms,  and  place  their  leader  on  the  Throne 
—more  guilty  of  treafon  in  equity  and  juftice — becaufe  in 
them  it  would  be  only  rebellion  againft  their  creature,  the 
King — but  in  the  other  it  would  be  rebellion  againft  his 
creator,  the  People :  it  occurred  to  us,  that  in  this  country 
the  offence  would  be  ftill  higher,  becaufe  in  this  country,  it 
would  be  the  introduction  not  only  of  a  defpotic  but  of  a 
foreign  yoke,  and  the  revival  of  that  great  queftion  which 
in  1782  agitated  this  country,  and  which,  'till  your  Parliaw 
ment  (halt  be  reformed,  muft  agitate  this  country  for  ever. 
We  thought  no  Iriftiman — we  were  fure  no  honeft  Iriftiman 
wtmld  ever  be  in  heart  with  Government,  fo  long  as  the 
Parliament  of  this  country  fliall  be  influenced  by  the  Cabinet 
of  England,  and  were  convinced  that  the  people  wffuld  not 
be  tfie  more  reconciled  to  a  foreign  yoke,  becaufe  re-impofed 
by  the  help  of  their  own  countrymen;  as  long  as  they  think 
this  to  be  the  cafe,  we  were  convinced  they  will  hate  the 
Adminiftration,  and  the  Adminiftration  will  hate  them  5 
on  this  principle  we  recollect  the  Parliament  of  this  country 
pledged  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  1782— though  fome  feem 
to  have  thought  better  of  it  fince,  and  are  ready  to  pledge 
their  lives  and  fortunes  againft  this  principle.  We  could 

not 


209 

not  ferioufly  believe,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  ready 
to  refift  the  legiflative  ufurpation  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
in  whofe  ftation  the  greatnefs  of  the  tyrant  would  have  qua" 
lifted  the  condition  of  the  flave — and  that  the  fame  people 
were  now  ready  to  proftrate  themfelves  to  the  legiflative 
ufurpation  of  another  body — a  Britilh  Cabinet — a  humiliated, 
and  a  tame  tyrant. K  We  recollected  to  have  heard,  that  the 
friends  of  Miniftry  had  lamented  that  England  had  not  ac- 
ceded to  the  American  claim  of  exclufive  legiflature — and 
afterward  attempted  to  re-eftablifh  Britifh  dominion,  by 
influencing  the  American  Afiembly.  We  faw  the  Miniftry 
purfue  that  very  plan  toward  Ireland  which  they  regretted 
they  had  not  reforted  to  in  the  cafe  of  America.  We  need 
not  repeat  the  particulars — but  we  faw  the  refult  to  be  on 
the  mind  of  the  people  a  deep-rooted  and  eftablimed  difcon- 
tent  and  jealoufy,  and  we  conceived  that  whatever  confpi- 
racies  exifted  in  any  extent  or  degree,  proceeded  from  that 
original  and  parent  confpiracy  in  the  Minifter  to  fubvert  the 
Parliamentary  Conftitution  by  the  influence  of  the  Crown- 
It  appeared  to  us,  that  the  difcontent  and  difturbance  fo 
created,  was  greatly  encreafed  by  another  caufe,  the  treat, 
ment  of  his  Majefty's  Catholic  fubje&s.  It  is  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Minifter  to  obferve  the  changes  in  the  national  fpirit, 
as  much  as  the  changes  of  foreign  combinations ; — it  was 
the  misfortune  of  our  Miniftry  that  they  never  attended  to 
thofe  changes  ;  they  did  not  perceive  that  the  religious  prin- 
ciple and  temper,  as  well  as  the  political,  had  undergone  on 
the  Continent,  in  America,  and  in  Ireland,  a  fundamental 
alteration  ;  that  the  example  of  America  had  had  prodigious 
effect  on  Europe  ;  the  example  and  doctrine  of  Europe  had 
had  no  efFecT:  on  America ;  they  did  not  fee  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  caufe  (there  were  other  caufes  alfo)  the  Irifli 
Catholic  of  1792  did  not  bear  the  fmalleft  refemblance  to 
the  Irifh  Catholic  pf  1692 j  that  the  influence  of  Pope, 
Prieft,  and  Pretender  were  at  an  end. — Other  dangers,  and 
other  influences  might  have  arifen — new  objects  and  new 
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yaffions ;— the  mind  of  the  people  is  never  ftatidnary-the 
mind  of  courts  is  often  ftagnant,  but  thofe  new  dangers  were 
to  be  provided  againft  in  a  manner  very  different  from  the 
provifions  made  againft  the  old.  Indeed,  the  continuation 
of  the  old  fyftem  of  fafety  approximated  and  fecured  the 
new  danger— unfortunately  our  Minifters  did  not  think  fo  j 
they  thought,  they  faici,  that  the  Irith  Catholic,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  American  revolution,  notwithftanding  the 
French  revolution,  religious  as  well  as  political,  was  ftill 
the  bigot  of  the  laft  century— that  with  refpecl:  to  him  the 
age  had  flood  ftill — that  he  was  not  imprefled  with  the  new 
fpirit  of  liberty,  but  ftill  moped  under  -  the  old  fpirit  of 
bigotry,  and  ruminated  on  the  triumph  of  the  crofs,  the 
power  of  Catholic  Hierarchy,  the  riches  of  the  Catholic 
Clergy,  and  the  Splendour  of  the  Catholic  Church.  You 
will  find  the  fpeeches  of  the  Cathol-ic  opponents,  particularly 
the  Minifterial  declaimers,  dream  on  in  this  manner,  and 
you  will  find  from  the  publication  of  thofe  fpeeches,  and 
of  the  Catholics,  that  the  latter  had  laid  afide  their  preju- 
dice, but  that  the  Minifters  had  not :  and  one  of  the  caufes 
why  <hofe  Minifters  alledged  that  the  Catholic  mind  had  not 
advanced,  was,  that  theix  own  mind  had  flood  ftill;  the 
State  was  the  bigot,  and  the  People  the  philofopher.  The 
progrefs  of  the  human  mind  in  the  oourfe  of  the  laft  twenty 
five  years,  has  been  prodigious  in  Ireland.  I  remember  when 
there  fcarcely  appeared  a  publication  in  a  newfpaper  of  any 
degree  of  merit  which  was  not  traced  to  fome  perfon  of 
note,  on  the  part  of  Government  or  the  Oppofition ;  but 
now  a  multitude  of  very  powerful  publications  appear  from 
authors  entirely  unknown,  of  profound  and  fpirited  invefti- 
gation.  There  was  a  time  when  all  learning  in  Europe  was 
confined  to  the  Clergy — it  then  advanced  among  the  higher 
orders  of  the  Laity,  and  now  it  has  gone  among  the  People  : 
and  when  once  the  powers  of  intellect  are  pofiefled  by  the 
great  body  of  the  nation,  'tis  madnefs  to  hope  to  impofe  on 
Vtii at  nation  civil  or  religious  oppreffion,  particularly  in  thofe 
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underflandings  have  been  ftationary,  though  their 
power  and  riches  have  been  progreffive.  The  politics  of  the 
Caftle,  with  the  religious  feuds  of  Ireland,  had  occupied 
and  engrofled  their  mind— -the  eye  of  that  mind  or  their  in- 
telleclual  vifion  had  become  of  courfe  fubtile  indeed,  but 
extremely  little— -on  the  other  hand,  the  politics  of  Europe 
and  America  had  occupied  the  mind  of  the  people  -,  and 
therefore  the  mind  of  the  people  had  become  comprehenfive 
—  and  when  the  former  complained  of  the  prefs,  they  com- 
plained of  the  fuperiority  of  the  popular  undemanding.  It 
appeared  to  us,  that  the  belt  remedy  was  to  raife  the  uuder- 
ftanding  of  the  great  by  enlarging  the  fphere  of  its  actions  5 
viz.  Reforming  the  Parliament. --But  to  return. ---The  Mi- 
niftry  however  thought  proper  to  perfift  in  hoftility  to  the 
Catholic  body  on  a  falfe  fuppofition  of  its  bigotry  :  the  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  an  attempt  was,  that  the  great  body  of  the 
Catholics,  I  mean  that  part  the  mod  popular  and  energetic, 
difappointed,  fufpe&ed,  reviled  and  wearied,  united  with 
that  other  great  body  of  reformers,  and  formed  a  Catholic, 
Prefbyterian,  and  Proteflant  league,  for  the  freedom  of  that 
religion,  and  the  free  and  full  reprefentation  of  the  people. 
Out  of  this  league  a  new  political  religion  arofe,  fuperfeding 
in  political  matter,  all  influence  of  pried  and  parfon,  and 
burying  for  ever  theological  difcord  in  the  love  of  civil  and 
political  liberty.  This  is  at  prefent  in  all  political  matters 
the  IriQi  religion.  What  is  the  Info  religion  ?  Unanimity 
againft  Defpotifm.— Viewing  the  ilate  of  the  country  in  this 
light,  it  appeared  to  us  thai  the  unconilitutional  influence  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  profcription  of  the  Catholics,  were  the 
fundamental  caufes  of  our  difcontent  and  jealoufy  :  with 
thefe  there  exifted  other  difcontents  diftind  from  thefe  caufes ; 
without  thefe  caufes  infignificant,  but  with  thefe  caufes 
creating  great  agitation  and  difturbance. 

Two  remedies  occurred-— coercion  and  conciliation  :  we 
oppofed  the  former,  and  propofed  the  latter — I  will  trouble 
you  with  our  reafons  :  we  confidered  the  fyftcm  of  coer- 
cion 
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clon  would  in  the  firft  inftance  deftroy  the  liberty  of  the 
people— -and  in  the  fecond  inftance  would  fubvert  the  autho- 
rity and  powers  of  Government.     Here  I  beg  to  recur  to 
what  I  have  juft  obferved  on  the  neceflity  for  thofe  who  ad- 
minifter  a  country  to  advert  to  the  changes  that  take  place  in 
the  temper  and  underftanding  of  the  people.     Unfortunately 
the  Miniftry  provided,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  the  people 
quiet  and  contented,   a  fyftem  of  laws  and  proclamations, 
which  had  they  been  quiet  before  would  have  rendered  them 
diftracled.     t  need  not  repeat  them — we  all  know  them — 
we  had  the  barren  office  of  giving  it  fruitlefs  oppofuion — we 
faw  a  fpirit  of  reform  had  gone  forth — it  had  conquered  in 
America—it  had  conquered  in  France— both   here  and   in 
England  it  exifted,  and  was  chiefly  nouriflied  and  propagated 
by  the  abufes  of  our  Government. — It  appeared  to  us  that 
the  beft  way  of  ftarving  that  fpirit  was  to   remove  its  food  ; 
far  otherwife  the  propofers  of  the  plan  of  coercion  ; — they 
thought  it  better  to  feed  that  fpirit  and  to  cherifh  the  abufes 
and  encreafe  them — they  hoped  to  fortify  their  Conftitution 
againft  an  epidemic  diftemper,  by  preferving  uncured  the 
old  gouts  and  rheumatifms,  and  a  hod  of  other  diforders. 
The  power  of  limited  monarchy  was  not  to  be  preferved  by 
conftitutional  power,  which  is  its  natural  ally ;  but  by  def- 
potic  power,  which  is  its  natural  death  and  diflblution.     In- 
ftead  of  correcting  the  abufes  of  the  State,  they  invented  laws 
which  were  themfelves  an  abufe,  and  proclamations  which 
were  an  abufe  alfo;  and  which  greatly,  though  filently,  pro- 
pagated the  new  principle.— There  are  two  ways  by  which  a 
new  principle  fpreads — one  is  by  arms — and  by  martyrdom 
the  other.    The  Mahometan  religion  was  propagated  by  arms 
— it  pleafed  Providence  that  the  Chriftian  religion  fhould  have 
been  propagated  by  the  latter. — See  whether  the  unfortunate 
choice  of  our  Minifters  has  not  given  to  the  new  principle  the 
benefit  of  both — they  have  fled  before  it  abroad,  and  they 
have  trampled  on  it  at  home,  and  given  it  the  double  recom- 
mendation of  conqueft  and  martyrdom.    This  confideration 
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was  one  of  my  objections  to  perfift  in  the  war  with  France, 
on  account  of  Brabant,  and  it  is  one  of  my  objections  to  per- 
fift in  a   war  with  the  Irifh  on  account  of  venal  boroughs. 
Had  the  Government  inftead  of  aggravating,  re  (trained  abufes, 
they  would  have  put  the  State  at  the  head  of  a  fpirit  of  Re- 
form, which  they  could  no  longer  refift,  and  could  only  hope 
to  moderate  —it  was  to  fuch  a  policy,  adopted  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  that  the  church  of  England  owes  principally  what 
it  retains  of  power  and  fplendour  preferved  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Country  who  took  the  lead  in  the  Reformation 
— but  ours  fell  into  a  different  project— they  armed  cap-a-pie* 
againft  a  fpirit  which  they  could  not  confine  by  arms  abroad 
nor  by  execution  at  home,  and  therefore  inftead  of  being  at 
the  head  of  popular  rfieafures,  they  were  at  the  tail  of  them ; 
in  the  Catholic  queftion,  in  the  place  bill,  in  the  penfion  bill, 
in  every  bill  of  a  popular  tendency— they  refifted  at  firft,  they 
yielded  at  laft,  reluctantly  and  imperfectly,  and  then  oppofed, 
condemned  and  betrayed  the  principle  of  their  own  acquief- 
cence — they  agreed  to  a  place  bill  for  inftance,  and  then  they 
multiplied  places  manifold. — -What  is  the  bar  bill  or  the  bill 
that  creates  thirty  new  places  for  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Law  ? 
They  agreed  to  the  firft  Catholic  bill,  and  then  profcribed  the 
perfon  of  the  Catholic,  and  oppofed  his  freedom  in  corpora 
tions ;  they  had  before  agreed  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the  inde- 
pendency of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  and  then  had  created  a 
multitude  of  officers  to  make  that  independency  a  name.     It 
is  reported  to  have  been  faid  by  fome  of  the  Minifters  of  Eng- 
land, that  his  Majefty's  reign  has  been  to  Ireland  a  courfe  of 
conceflion,  and  it  was  much  a  fubjett  of  wonder  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  (hould  perfift  in  their  difiatisfaction. — The 
anfwer  to  thofe  Minifters  is  obvious,  the  conceffions  were 
extorted  from  Minifters  by  the  perfeverance  of  Oppofition, 
and  they  were  rendered  abot five  by  the  treachery  of  Minifters. 
The  recognition  of  our  Parliamentary  Rights  has  been  ren- 
dered abortive  by  unexampled  exertions  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption ; 


ruption  ;  the  freedom  of  our  trade  by  debt  and  war,  and  the 
elective  privileges  of  our  Catholics  by  a  courfe  of  perfonal 
perfecution,  and  corporate  influence,  and  on  the  whole  the 
benefit  of  Conftitutional  laws,  by  the  adminiftration  of  an 
unconditional  Government.  When  the  Minifters  talk  of 
their  concellions  to  Ireland,  do  they  know  the  conceflions  of 
Ireland  to  them  ?  do  they  know  the  debt  of  the  war  ?  Con- 
tinue that  rate  of  expence,  and  the  Englifh  wars  of  the  next 
century  will  have  the  fame  effect  as  the  Englifli  prohibition 
of  the  lad — they  will  annihilate  the  trade  of  Ireland.  But  to 
return  to  the  Adminiftration.  They  relapfed  into  their  vio- 
lence when  they  recovered  from  their  fears,  and  their  fyftem 
has  been  therefore  occafionally  violent  and  weak,  never  ftrong 
and  uniform.  It  is  an  obfervation  of  Lord  Bacon,  that  the 
fall  of  one  of  the  Roman  Emperors  was  not  due  to  his  ty- 
ranny nor  his  relaxation,  but  to  both,  and  that  the  fluctuating 
fyftem  is  ever  fatal.' — 'Tis  an  obfervation  of  the  fame  author, 
that  the  way  to  refift  the  progrefs  of  a  new  feet  is  to  correct 
the  abufes  of  the  old  ones.  Unhappily  our  Minifters  differed 
from  Bacon— their  fyftem  was  faithful  to  no  one  principle, 
either  of  violence  or  conceffion.  We  objected  that  it  could 
not  now  refort  to  unqualified  violence  without  incurring  all 
the  objections  belonging  to  a  policy  of  fubmiflion  coupled  with 
a  policy  of  violence,  and  that  it  could  not  hope  to  obtain  the 
advantages  appertaining  to  either.  In  purfuit  of  fuch  a  fyf- 
tem the  Miniftry  feemed  to  us  to  have  loft  not  only  their  dif- 
cretion  but  their  temper — they  feemed  vexed  with  themfelves 
for  being  angry— they  feemed  to  become  in  a  paffion  with 
themfelves,  becaufe  they  had  loft  their  temper  with  the 
people — in  its  ftruggle  with  popular  rights,  the  State,  like  a 
furious  wreftler,  loft  its  breath  as  well  as  its  dignity — as  if  an 
angry  father  (hould  lofe  his  temper  with  his  child,  in  which 
cafe  the  old  fool  is  mod  incorrigible :  in  the  mean  time  the 
enemy  feemed  to  underftand  our  fituation  perfectly  well,  and 
relied  on  our  expences  for  diffolving  our  credit,  and  our  in- 
temperance for  diffolving  our  authority  j  and  at  the  very  time 
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when  we  were  precipitating  on  fuch  meafures  at  home,  we 
were  receiving  the  mod  melancholy  communications  from 
abroad  ;  we  faw  the  Minifter  retreating  from  the  enemy  with 
as  rapid  a  ftep  as  he  advanced  upon  the  people,  going  back, 
-and  back,  and  back,  while  the  Democratic  principle  in  Europe 
was  gettirig  on  and  on,  like  a  mift  at  the  heels  of  the  coun- 
.tryman,  fmall  at  firft  and  lowly,  but  foon  afcending  to  the 
hills  and  overcafting  the  hemifphere.  Like  the  Government 
we  wiflied  to  provide  againft  this  ftorm  ;  like  the  Govern- 
ment we  wiflied  to  difarm  the  people  ;  as  the  bed  means  of 
fafety,  we  wiflied  to  difarm  the  people  ;  but  it  was  by  the 
only  method  "by  which  a  free  people  can  be  difarmed — we 
wiflied  to  difarm  the  people  of  their  grievances,  and  then 
their  other  arms,  their  lefs  dangerous  arms,  the  bayonet,  and 
even  the  pike,  would  be  retained  for  no  other  ufe  but  the 
life  of  the  Government.  A  naked  man  opprefled  by  the 
State  is  an  armed  poft.  A  few  decent  Bifhops  fetit  to  the 
Tower  againft  law  produced  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Hamden 
and  the  four  other  innocent  perfons  arraigned  by  Charles  I. 
for  high  treafon,  produced  the  civil  war  ; — th at ^grey- coated 
man,  or  the  green  man  fent  on  board  a  tender,  or  detained 
in  prifon  without  trial,  he,  too,  will  have  his  political  confe- 
quence. — Senfible  a&s  of  violence  have  an  epidemic  force — 
they  operate  by  fympathy — they  poflefs  the  air  as  it  were  by 
certain  tender  influences,  and  Tpread  the  kiftdred  pafllon 
through  the  whole  of  the  community. — No  wonder  that 
difficulties  have  encreafed  on  the  Government  !  Sad  experi- 
ment ! — to  blood  the  magiftracy  with  the  poor  man's  liberty, 
and  employ  the  rich  like  a  pack  of  Government  blood-hounds 
to  hunt  down  the  poor  !  Ads  of  violence  like^thefe  put  an 
end  to  all  law  as  well  as  liberty,  or  the  affectation  and  ap- 
pearance of  either. — In  the  courfe  of  the  fefllon  we  afked, 
To  what  end  all  this?  and  accompanied  our  queftion  by 
ftating  the  enfeebled  refources  of  the  country — we  had  men- 
tioned  at  the  beginning  that  the  debt  of  the  war  had  been 
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about  5,000,000!.  we  were  told  that  it  was  an  error ;  I  wifh 
it  had  been  fo  ;  butx,  on  examination,  that  fum  appeared 
fomewhat  about  the  debt  of  the  war.  And  it  will  appear, 
if  the  prefent  loans  are  filled,  that  the  debt  of  the  war  will 
be  near  £,ooo,oool.  We  fubmitted  to  the  effe&s  of  the  war 
on  the  refources  of  the  country,  and  here  again  it  was  fard 
we  were  in  error  ;  I  wifh  we  had  been  fo  :  But  at  what  in- 
tereft  does  the  ftate  borrow  money  ?  an  intereft  which  be- 
tween man  and  man  would  be  ufury,  and  nearly  double  the 
former  rate.  We  rrientioTied  the  fttte  of  the  revenue  to  have 
declined :  Again  we  were  contradicted ;  But  what  is  thefacl:  ? 
What  bufinefs  is  now  done  on  the  quay  ? — We  did  not  wifli 
to  reveal  the  arcana  imperil  ;  we  ftated  nothing  more  than 
appeared  from  the  terms  propofed  in  the  Gazette,  from  the 
returns  of  your  Cuftom-houfe,  and  the  printed  refolutions 
touching  the  ftate  of  your  manufactures  :  and  we  ftated 
thofe  public  fafts,  not  to  damp  the  public  confidence  in  the 
defence  of  the  country,  but  to  abate  a  little  of  that  frantic 
confidence  manifefted  in  a  determination,  at  the  hazard  of 
her  fafety,  to  go  on  with  a  fyftem  of  domeftic  coercion,  till 
the  Minifter  fhould  conquer  the  People — and  of  foreign 
war,  till  the  fame  Minifter  fliould  achieve  another  conqueft 
at  the  rifque  of  general  ruin — till  he  {hould,  fword  in  hand, 
recover  Brabant ;  that  Minifter  has  found  it  a  more  preffing 
experiment  to  defend  Cork  than  to  take  Flanders,  as  the 
Emperor  has  found  it  a  fafer  experiment  to  abandon  Flan- 
ders and  Italy  to  fave  Vienna.  We  mentioned  thofe  our 
objections  to  fuch  folly  then,  and  I  repeat  them  now,  not  to 
damp  your  zeal  againft  a  foreign  enemy,  but  to  confine  the 
zeal  of  Government  to  one  enemy,  and  to  deprecate  a  fecond 
enemy, — our  own  people,  and  a  civil  war  added  to  a  foreign 
one. — Such  was  the  fyftem  of  coercion^  To  oppofe  a  re- 
medy is  eafy  ;  to  propofc  one  is  difficult  and  grating ;  it  ap- 
peared to  us  that  we  fhould  fail  in  duty  and  in  candour,  if, 
when  we.  refilled  the  project  of  Government,  we  did  not  fub- 
rait  a  plan  of  our  own,  and  the  only  plan  that  appeared  to 
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us  to  promife  peace  and  profperity  was  conciliation  ;  we  pro- 
pofed  accordingly,  the  Emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  and  a 
Reform  in  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament.  To  the 
firft  it  was  objected,  that  fuch  a  meafure  was  irreconcileable 
with  the  fafety  of  the  King  or  the  connexion  with  England. 
To  the  firft  objection  we  anfwered,  that  the  capacities  of 
three-fourths  of  the  people  {hould  not  be  made  a  perfonal 
compliment  to  his  Majefty,  and  that  the  pretence  for  taking 
away  thofe  capacities  {hould  not  be  the  religion  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  allies,  of  his  prefent  fubjedls  of  Canada,  of  his  late  fub- 
jects  of  Corfica,  of  a  confiderable  part  of  his  fleet,  and  of  a 
great  part  of  his  army  ;  that  the  principles  that  placed  his 
family  on  the  throne  were  thofe  of  Liberty  ;  and  that  his 
Irifti  fubjecls,  if  not  convicted  of  felony,  were  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  thofe  principles :  and  that  the  Catholics  have  in 
juftice  and  reafon  at  leaft  as  good  a  right  to  Liberty  as  his 
Majefty  has  to  the  Crown.  We  obferved,  that  the  only  im- 
pediment to  the  Catholic  claim,  as  the  law  now  (lands,  was  the 
oath  requiring  the  abjuration  of  the  worftiip  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  of  the  doctrine  of  the  real  prefence  ;  that  tp  make 
thefe  points,  at  (uch  a  time  as  this,  matter  of  alarm  to  the 
fafety  of  the  King,  was  to  give  an  air  of  ridicule  to  the  ferious 
calamities  in  which  thofe  his  Minifters  had  involved  him ; 
that  fuch  opinions,  now  abftracted  from  foreign  politics,  it 
was  beyond  the  right  or  the  power  of  the  State  -to  fettle  Or 
punifh  ;  that  Kings  had  no  right  to  enter  into  the  tabernacle 
of  the  human  mind,  and  hang  up  there  the  images  of  their 
own  orthodoxy ;  that  the  Catholics  did  not  infift  his  Majefty 
{hould  be  of  their  religion  ;  that  his  Majefty  had  no  right  to 
exact  that  the  Catholics  {hould  be  of  his  ;  that  we  know  of 
no  royal  rule  either  for  religion  or  mathematics  ;  and  indeed 
the  diftance  between  divine  and  human  nature  being  infinite, 
the  proportion  in  that  reference  between  the  King  and  the 
fubject  is  loft,  and  therefore  in  matters  of  religion  they  both 
are  equally  dark,  and  {hould  be  equally  humble  ;  and  when 
Courts  or  Kings  afiume  a  dictation  on  that  fubjed,  they  af- 
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fume  a  familiarity  with  the  Almighty,  which  is  excefs  of  blaf- 
phemy  as  well  as  of  blrndnefs.    Our  contemplation,  the  moft 
profound  on  Divine  Nature,  can  only  lead  us  to  one  great 
conclufion,  o,ur  own  immeafurable  inanity  ;  from  whence  we 
fhould  learn,  that  we  can  never  ferve  God  but  in  ferving  his 
creature-,  and  to  think  we  ferve  God  by  a  profufion  of  prayer, 
when  we  degrade  and  profcribe  his  creature  and  our  fellow- 
creature,  was  to  fuppofe  Heaven,  like  the  Court  of  Princes, 
a  region  of  flattery,  and  that  man  can  there  procure  a  holy 
connivance  at  his  inhumanity,  on  the  perfonal  application  of 
luxurious  and  complimentary  devotion.    Or,  if  the  argument 
were  to  defcend  from  religious  to  moral  ftudy,  furely,  furely 
Minifters  fhould  have   remembered  that  the  Catholics  had 
contributed  greatly  to  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  had  bled 
profufely  therein  ;  that  they  themfelves  were  much  in  debt 
to  human  nature,  and  fhould  not  lofe  that  one  opportunity  of 
paying  a  very  fmall  part  of  it,  merely  by  a  reftoration  of 
loyal  fubje&s  to  their  own-  inheritance,  their  liberty.     We 
fuggefted  fuch  a  ftep  as  a  meafure  of  policy  ati  well  as  juftice, 
with  a  view  to  the  ftrength  and  power  of  his  Majefty,  who 
was  moft  improperly,  made  a  bar  to  fuch  a  conceffion.     We 
fuggefted  that  his  fituation  with  regard  to  America —to  Eu- 
rope— to  his  allies  and  enemies,  was  critical ;  and  that  it  was 
a  mockery  of  that  fituation  to  fuppofe,  that  the  worfhrp  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  or  the  do£lrine  of  the  real  prefence,  conftituted 
any  part  of  the  Royal  difficulties  ;  that  there  was  no  fpeftre 
to  difturb  the  Royal  imagination,  but  an  exifting  fubftance — 
a  gigantic  form  walked  the  earth  at  this  moment,  who  fmote 
Crowns  with  a  hundred  handsy  and  opened  for  the  fedu&iort 
of  their  fubjefts  a  hundred  arms—Democracy  ;  and  we  im- 
plored Minifters  againft  fuch  an  enemy  to  ally  and  identify 
the  King  with  all  his  people,  without  diftin&ion  of  religion, 
and  not  to  detach  him  from  any  part  of  them  to  make  a  mife- 
rable  alliance  with  Prieftcraft,  which  was  a  falling  caufe,  and 
a  fuperannuated  folly.     With  regard  to  the  danger  offered 
to  the  connexion  with  England  from  th«  emancipation  of  the 
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Catholics,  we  obferved,  that  the  argument  was  of  a  moft 
dangerous  and  infulting  nature,  for  it  amounted  to  a  decla- 
ration that  the  privileges  of  a  vafl  portion  of  a  nation  fhould 
be  facrificed  to  another  country  ;  that  it  was  not  the  old  in- 
ternal queftion,  Whether  the  privileges  of  one  part  of  Ireland 
fhould  be  facrificed  to  the  ambition  of  the  other,  but  whether 
a  vail  defcription  of  the  people  of  Ireland  fhould  be  facrificed 
to  England  ?  we  obferved,  that  in  this  part  of  the  argument 
we  need  not  recur  to  juftice,  we  might  rely  on  policy  ;  and 
we  afked,  Was  it  the  policy  of  England  for  the  purity  of  Irifh 
faith  to  make  experiments  on  Irifh  allegiance  ?  We  did  not 
wifh  to  exaggerate— but  were  juftified  in  making  this  fuppo- 
fition-'fuppofe  Ireland  the  feat  of  Government,  and  that 
for  the  better  fecuring  the  fafety  of  the  King,  here  refident, 
and  for  the  connexion  of  Great  Britain  with  Ireland,  that 
the  Irifh  fhould  incapacitate  all  the  Proteftants  of  England  ? 
the  fame  affection  which  England,  on  that  fuppofition,  would 
afford  to  the  Irifh,  the  fame  affection  fhe  has  now  a  right  to 
expect  from  Ireland.  When  England  has  conquered  France, 
poflefled  America,  guided  tire  councils  of  Pruffia,  directed 
Holland,  and  intimidated  Spain  ;  when  fhe  was  the  great 
weftern  oracle,  to  which  the  nations  of  the,  earth  repaired, 
from  whence  to  draw  eternal  oracles  of  policy  and  freedom. 
-«-when  her  root  extended  from  continent  to  continent,  and 
the  dew  of  the  two  hemifphefes  watered  her  branches — then, 
indeed,  we  allowed  with  lefs  danger,  but  never  with  juftice, 
(he  might  have  made  facrifice  to  the  claims  of  the  Irifh.  I 
do  not  mean,  we  did  not  mean,  to  prefs  a  fenfe  of  the  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  power  of  England,  further  than 
to  prevent  further  changes  more  mortifying  and  decifive,  and 
to  imprefs  on  Great  Britain  this  important  conviction,  that 
as  Ireland  is  neceffary  to  her,  fo  is  complete  and  perfect  li- 
berty necciTary  to  Ireland,  and  that  both  iflands  mult  be  drawn 
much  clofer  to  a  free  Conflitution,  that  they  may  be  drawn 
clofer  to  one  another.  The  fecond  part  of  our  plan  of  con- 
ciliation was  the  Reform  of  Parliament.  The  object  of  th.e 
plan  was,  to  reftore  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  people. 
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If  the  plan  do  not  accomplifh  that,  it  is  not  the  idea  of  the 
frarners  ;  but  no  plan  could  fatisfy  thofe  perfons  who  wifhed  to 
retain  the  credit  of  Reformers  and  the  influence  of  Boroughs 
— no  plan  could  fatisfy  thofe  who  complained  when  any 
veftige  of  borough  influence  was  continued,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment xvas  not  reformed,  and  when  the  veftiges  were  fwept 
away,  that  the  Conftitution  was  demolifhed-— no  plan  could 
fatisfy  thofe  who  defired  that  the  boroughs  (hould  be  de- 
flroyed  and  preferved,  and  were  willing  to  let  the  people  fit 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  provided  the  Ariftocracy  fat  in 
their  lap.  It  is  in  favour  of  the  plan  fubmitted,  that,  with- 
out any  communication  whatever  with  the  other  fide  of  the 
water,  it  bears  a  flrong  and  clofe  refemblance  to  the  plan  pro- 
pofed  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  that  refem- 
blance carries  with  it  a  prefumption  that  it  has  foundation  in 
common  fenfe  and  common  intereft  ;  the  objections  to  it, 
founded  on  the  prefumed  antiquity  of  the  borough  fyftem, 
hardly  ventured  to  make  their  appearance  j  examination  into 
the  fubjecl:  had  (hown,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Irifh 
boroughs  were  creations  by  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  for  the  avow- 
ed purpofe  of  modelling  and  fubverting  the  Parliamentary 
Conftitution  of  Ireland  ;  that  thefe  were  underftated,  when 
called  abufes  in  the  Conftitution,  that  they  were  grofs  and 
monftrous  violations,  recent  and  wicked  innovations,  and 
fatal  ufurpations  on  the  Conftitution  by  Kings  whofe  family 
loft  the  Throne  for  crimes  lefs  deadly  to  freedom,  and  who 
in  their  Star-Chamber  tyranny— in  their  CourtpfHighCom- 
miiTion— -in  their  Ship-money,  or  in  their  difpenfing  power, 
did  not  commit  an  a£t  fo  diabolical  in  intention,  fo  mortal 
in  principle,  or  fo  radically  fubverfive  of  the  foundamental 
rights  of  the  realm,  as  the  fabrication  of  boroughs,  which 
is  the  fabrication  of  a  Court  Parliament,  and  the  exclufion 
of  a  Conftitutional  Commons,  and  which  is  a  fubverfion, 
not  of  the  fundamental  laws,  but  of  the  Conftitutional  Law- 
giver ;  you  banifti  that  family  for  the  other  acts,  and  you 
retain  that  aft  by  which  they  have  ban iftied  the  Commons. 

It 


221 

It  was  objefted  with  more  fuccefs  that  the  conftitution  of 
boroughs,  however  in  theory  defective,  has  worked  well  in 
faft  ;  but  it  appeared  to  us  that  this  was  an  hiftoric  error — 
we  ftated,  in  anfwer  to  that  objection,  that  the  birth  of  the 
borough  inundation,  was  the  definition  of  liberty  and  pro- 
perty—that James  I.  the  King  who  made  that  inundation, 
by  that  means  deftroyed  the  titles  of  his  Irifti  fubje&s  to 
their  lands,  without  the  lead  ceremony — the  robbery  of  his 
liberty  was  immediately  followed  by  the  robbery  of  his  pro- 
perty ;  for,  rely  on  it,  the  King  that  takes  liberty  will  very 
foon  take  away  property — «-he  will  rob  the  fubjeft  of  his  H* 
berty  by  influence ;  and  then  he  may  plunder  him  of  his 
property  by  ftatute.     There  were  at  that  time,  the  Hiftorian 
adds,  inferior  grievances  :  What  were  they  ?  martial  law 
and  extortion  by  thefoldiers,  in  levying  the  King's  duties — 
a  criminal  jurifdi&ion  exerclfed  by  the  Caftle  chamber,  and 
a  judicial  power  by  the  Council.     Thefe  inferior  and  thofe 
fuperior  grievances,  amounted  to  no  law  at  all.     How  could 
it  happen,  fays  the  Hiftorian,  that  the  King  could  do  all  this 
with  fo  fmall  an  army,  feize  the  properties  of  the  fubjecl:s? 
and  tranfport  the  inhabitants  ?  I  will  prefume  to  conjecture  -9 
— the  King  had  another  inftrument,  more  fubtile  and  more 
pliable  than  the  fword — and  againft  the  liberty  of  the  fubi- 
jecl:,  more  cold  and  deadly,  a  Court  inftrument,  that  mur- 
ders freedom  without  the  mark  of  blood — palls  itfelf  in  the 
covering  of  the  conftitution,  and  in  her  own  colours,  and 
in  her  name    plants    the   dagger,   a    borough  Parliament. 
Under  this  borough  fyftem,  the  reign  of  James  was  bad, 
but  the  next  was  worfe  ;  the  grievances  which  England  com- 
plained of  under  Charles  I.  were  committed  in  Ireland  alfo.. 
— Thofe  meafures  I  mean  called  the  new  Councils — they 
had  been  aggravated  here  by  an  attempt  to  confifcate  the 
province  of  Connaught :  there  is  extant  a  correfpondence 
on  the  fubjecl:  of  Ireland,  between   the  King  and  his  Der 
puty,  Lord  Strafford,  of  a  moft  criminal  and  difgufting  na- 
ture 5  his  Majefty  begins  by  profeffing  his  general  horror  of 
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the  conftitution  --he  proceeds  to  acknowledge  his  particular 
injuries  to  the  Irifli :  he  owned  that  he  had  defrauded  the 
Irifti  of  their  promifed  graces,  and  he  expofed  his  fears 
that  they  had  a  right  in  juftice  to  afk  what  it  was  his  in- 
tereft,  as  it  appeared  to  be  his  determination,  to  refufe.  His 
Deputy— v/hat  does  he  do  ?  he  exceeds  his  royal  matter  in 
his  zeal  againft  the  pretenfions  of  Ireland.  A  judicious 
Court  fycophant  will  often  flatter  the  Court  of  St.  James, 
by  Irifli  facrifice,  whether  it  is  the  Condnution,  or  the  fair 
name  of  the  country.  He,  the  Deputy,  had,  faid  the  Hifto- 
rian,  two  great  objects — one  was  to  fleece  the  people^of  Ire- 
land, and  the  other  was  to  cheat  them — to  get  the  money, 
and  to  elude  the  graces.  He  fucceeiied — Why  ?  becaufe 
there  was  another— a  third  inftrument,  worfe  than  himfelf 
— a  borough  Parliament — that  borough  Parliament  met — 
it  voted  fix  fubfidies,  and  redreffed  nothing' — this  is  virtue 
and  public  fpirit,  in  comparifon  to  \\4iat  it  did  after — after 
committing  thefe  crimes,  for  which  the  Deputy  jullly  loft 
his  head — after  having  feized  part  of  the  province  of  Con- 
naught — after  inflicting  martial  law — monopolies  —raifing 
an  army  againft  law — and  money  to  pay  that  army  againft 
law — after  fining  and  confining  againft  law — the  borough 
Parliament  vote  that  Deputy  an  extraordinary  fupply,  and 
in  the  preamble  of  the  a£t  they  pafs  on  that  Deputy  an  ex- 
traordinary panegyric,  with  fuch  a  thorough  conviction  of 
his  iniquity  and  their  own,  that  they  after  impeach  that  very 
Minifter  for  thofe  very  a£ts,  and  record  a  proteftation  againft 
the  record  of  their  panegyric,  to  give  way  to  the  jneannefs 
of  another  borough  Parliament,  who,  on  the  return  of  his 
family,  cancels  the  record  of  the  proteftation,  to  reftorethe 
force  of  the  panegyric  ;  maffacre— confufion — civil  war — 
religious  fury—followed  naturally,  and  of  courfe.  Here 
you  fee  hatched  and  matured,  the  egg  that  produced  the 
maffacre,  and  all  that  brood  of  mortal  confequences. 

The  principles  of  right  were  rooted  out  of  the  land  by 
Government — and  they  were  amazed  at  anarchy  !  the  bar- 
riers 


ries  againft  inundation  were  removed  by  the  Government — - 
and  they  were  aftoniftied  to  be  overwhelmed  by  a  popular 
torrent !  the  principles  of  robbery  were  planted  by  the  De- 
puty— and  the  Government  were  furprifed  at  the  growth  of 
popular  pillage  !  Had  the  country  been   left  to  a  (late   of 
barbarous  nature,  (he  could  not  have  been  fo  (hattered  and 
convulfed,  as  when  thus  reduced  to  a  (late  of  barbarous  art, 
— where  the  Government  had  vitiated  that  Parliamentary 
Conftitution  it  profefied  to  introduce  ;  and  had  introduced, 
without   profeffing  it,  influence — not  civilization  ;  had  fet 
one  order  of  the  nation  in  feud  againft  the  other — had  taint- 
ed the  gentry  with  the  itch  of  venality  (there  was  bribery, 
in  thofe  days,  as  well  as  violence),  and  had  given  them  ideas 
of  vice,  but  not  days  of  refinement.     I  pafs  over  a  hundred 
and  thirty  years,  a  horrid  vacuum  in  your  hiftory  of  borough 
Parliaments— fave  only  as  it  has  been  filled  with  four  horrid 
images,  in  the  four-fold  profcription  of  the  religion,  trade, 
of  the  Judicative,  and  Legiflative  authority  of  the  country 
— by  the  commercial  reflections  of  William,  the  penal  laws 
of  William  and  Anne,  and  the  declaratory  act  of  the  6th 
of  George  :    and  I  come   to   the  boundary  of  the  gulph, 
where  the  conflitution  begins  to  ftir  and  live  in  an  octennial 
bill — accompanied,  however,  with,  and  corrected  by  a  court 
project  of  new  parliamentary  influence  and  degradation  :— - 
This  project  may  be  called  a  court  plan  for  reforming  borough 
parliaments — but  reforming  them,  not  on  the  principle  of 
popular  reprefentation,  but  of  a  more  complete  and  perfect 
exclufion  and  banimment  of  the  Commons.     The  people  had 
begun  to  form  certain  combinations  with  the  Oligarchy — • 
and,  like  weeds,  began  to  grow  a  little  about  the  doors  and 
courts  of  their  own  Houfes  of  Parliament — and,  like  weeds, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  banifh  them  ;  and  as  Government 
had  before  reforted  to  the  creation  of  boroughs  to  overwhelm 
the  Commons,  fo  now  they  reforted  to  a  new  hod  of  places 
and  penfions,  to  overwhelm  the  Oligarchy.     This  is  the 
famous  half  million,  or  the  experiment  of  the  Cattle,  to  fe- 
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cure  the.dependance  of  Parliament,  and  to  prevent  the  for- 
mation  of  an  Irifh  party  againft  the  domination  of  a  Britifti 
Cabinet.  The  Court  could  not  then,  like  the  ift  James  and 
the  ift  Charles,  command  to  rife  up  a  new  fabric  of  boroughs, 
like  a  regal  Pandemonium,  to  conflitute  a  regal  Houfe  of 
Commons  :  it  therefore  engendered  a  young  and  numerous 
family  of  places  and  penfions,  to  bribe,  and  to  buy,  and  to 
fplit  and  matter,  and  to  corrupt  the  Oligarchy.  Thus  were 
the  People  once  more  excluded  from  the  chance  of  influence 
in  Parliament — and,  as  it  were,  (houldered  from  the  threfli- 
old  of  their  own  houfe,  by  a  hod  of  placemen  and  penfioners, 
who  had  left  the  caufe  of  the  Country,  to  follow  the  fortunes 
of  the  Ariftocracy — and  now  left  the  Aristocracy,  to  follow 
the  fortunes  of  the  Court — and  then  voted  new  loans  and 
new  taxes,  to  furnifti  wages  for  the  double  apoftacy.  You 
had  now  but  little  to  give  up — and  that  little  you  furren- 
dered:  you  gave  your  provifion -trade,  by  an  embargo  of  76, 
to  the  contractors — and  you  furrendered  by  new  loans  and 
taxes,  your  revenues  to  the  Minifter.  >You  accompanied 
thefe  facrifices  with  the  unvarying  felicitations  of  borough 
Parliaments,  on  the  virtues  of  Government,  on  the  great 
and  growing  profperity  of  your  country  and  her  commerce 
— which  bring  the  poor  progrefs  of  the  country,  your  bo- 
rough hiftory,  and  that  of  your  Chief  Governors  (a  conti- 
nuation of  Rapine,  they  have  been  wittily  called)  to  the  cataf- 
trophe'of  79,  which  found  your  ftate  a  bankrupt,  and  your 
community  a  beggar — and  which  induced  Parliament  to  de- 
xlare,  that  fuch  has  been  the  working  of  your  borough  fyftem, 
and  fuch  the  fenfe  of  that  Parliament  refpecling  it,  that 
nothing  but  a  free  trade  could  fave  the  country  from  im* 
pending  ruin.  I  wifli  to  fpeak  with  all  honours  of  the  Parlia- 
ment at  that  moment ;  but  muft  recollect  the  circumftances 
of  that  moment.  Why  did  Parliament  exprefs  itfelf  in  that 
manner,  at  that  time,  and  demand  its  rights  a  (hort  time  af- 
ter ?  becaufe  Parliament  was,  at  thofe  moments,  in  contact 
with  the  People — and  it  is  the  object  of  the  Reform  that  (he 
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{hould  continue  in  contact  with  the  People  always,  and  with 
the  Minifter  never,  except  the  People  {hould  be  in  contact 
with  him  ^  that  Parliament  declared,  that  nothing  could  fave 
this  country  from  impending  ruin,  except  a  free  trade  ;  but 
in  declaring  that,  it  declared  much  more ;  it  protefted  againft 
thefe  borough  Parliaments  of  a  century,  who  had  acquiefced 
in  the  lofs  of  a  free  trade  •,  who  had  fuffered  the  country  to 
be  reduced  td  that  (late  of  impending  ruin,  for  want  of  that 
free  trade  ;  and  who  had  beheld  the  approaches  of  that  ruin 
with  a  profufion  of  thanks,  and  a -regular  felicitation  on  the 
growing  profperity  and  flourifliing  commerce  of  a  ruined 
country  :  and  that  Parliament  did,  by  necefiary  inference, 
declare,  to  fave  the  country  from  returning  to  that  ft  ate  of 
ruin,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  reform  the  ftate  and 
model  of  thofe  borough  Parliaments  ;  and,  therefore,  is  an 
authority  for  a  popular  reprefentation,  as  well  as  for  a  free 
trade :  indeed,  it  not  only  proclaimed  the  neceflity,  but  con- 
ftituted  it ;  for  in  a  fhort  time  after,  it  gave  this  country  a 
new  political  fituation  ;  wherein  (he  ceafed  to  be  a  province, 
and  became  a  nation ;  and,  of  courfe,  it  rendered   thofe 
borough  Parliaments  that  were  adequate  to  the  management 
of  a  province,  abfurd  and  inapplicable,  when  that  province 
became  a  nation.     A  province  muft  be  governed  with  a  view 
to  the  intereft  of  another  country — a  nation  with  a  view  to 
her  own  intereft  ;  a   borough  Parliament  was,   therefore, 
not  only  competent  to  govern  a  province,  but  the  only  kind 
of  Parliament  fit  for  the  degradation  of  fuch  a  fervice  ;  and, 
for  that  very  reafon,  it  was  the  moft  unfit  and  inadmiflible 
inftrument  in  the  government  of  a  nation  ;  for  the  principle 
of  its  birth,  being,  in  that  cafe,  oppofite  to  the  principle  of 
its  duty — the  principle  of  its  birth  being  court  intrigue  with 
touched  and  tainted  contractors,  and  the  principle  of  its  duty 
being  the  defence  of  the  nation  againft  fuch  intrigue  and 
fuch  contractor — the  nature  of  Parliament  being  oppofed  to 
its  duty,  or  its  duty  to  its  parent  being  in  contradi&ion  with 
its  duty  to  its  country — it  follows,  that  the  nation,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  muft  be  re-provincialized  ;  and  the  independency  fup- 
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pofed  to  have  been  by  them  obtained,  at  that  period,  would 
have  been  only  a  transfer  of  dependency,  from  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  to  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  in  covin 
and  in  couple  with  the  borough -brokers  of  Ireland  :  there- 
fore the  independency  of  your  Parliament,  and  the  full  and 
free  reprefentation  of  your  People,  are  terms  fynonimous 
and  commenfurate.  In  oppofition  to  this  hiftory,  and  thefe 
arguments,  fubmitted  in  different  fhapes  to  the  Houfe,  in 
fupport  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  it  was  replied,  that  the 
borough  conftitution  had  worked  well,  at  lead  fince  I  782  — 
for  before  no  man  will  contend  for  it— and  that  the  country 
had  greatly  advanced  in  commerce  and  in  tillage  ;  and,  in- 
deed, as  far  as  the  plowman  and  the  weaver  are  concerned, 
too  much  cannot  be  faid  to  juftify  againR  every  charge  of 
floth,  the  character  of  the  IRISHMAN— and  to  vindicate 
againft  a  vulgar  error,  the  native  energy  of  a  ftrong,  hardy, 
bold,  brave,  laborious,  warm-hearted,  and  FAITHFUL 
RACE  OF  MEN ; — but  as  far  as  that  boaft  goes  to  political 
meafures,  we  cannot  fo  well  exprefs  our  deteftation  of  them 
as  by  recital :  the  prtfpofitions  ;  the  new  taxes,  without  the 
trade ;  the  new  debt,  notwithstanding  the  new  taxes ;  the 
fale  of  the  Peerage  ;  the  furrender  of  the  Eaft  India  trade 
for  the  re-export  trade  ;  the  refufal  of  the  re-export  trade, 
without  fuch  barter^  the  inequality  of  the  channel  trade ; 
and  the  prefent  provincial  tariff  fuffered  ftill  to  obtain  be- 
tween the  two  countries;  8,ooo,oool.  of  loan  voted,  on  ac- 
count of  the  war,  without  commercial  compenfation,  libe- 
rality, or  equality  ;  the  encreafe  of  Offices,  for  the  profef- 
fed  purpofe  of  procuring  a  majority ;  another  encreafe  of 
offices  fmce,  the  place-bill ;  the  bar-bill ;  the  convention-bill ; 
the  gun- powder  bill ;  the  indemnity- bill ;  the  fecond  indem- 
nity-bill ;  the  infurre&ion-bill  ;  the  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas 
corpus  ;  General  Lake's  proclamation,  by  order  of  Govern- 
ment ;  the  approbation  afforded  to  that  proclamation  ;  the 
fubfequent  proclamation  of  Government,  more  military  and 
;  the  order  to  the  military,  to  aft  without  waiting 
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for  the  civil  power  ;  the  imprifonrnent  of  the  middle  orders 
without  law  •,  the  detaining  them  in  prifon,  without  bring- 
ing them  to  trial  ;  the  tranfporting  them  without  law  ; 
burning  their  houfes  ;  burning  their  villages  ;  murdering 
them  ;  crimes  many  of  which  are  public,  and  many  commit- 
ted which  are  concealed,  by  the  fuppreffion  of  a  free  prefs, 
by  military  force  ;  the  preventing  the  legal  meetings  of  coun- 
ties to  petition  his  Majefty,  by  orders  acknowledged  to  be 
given  to  the  military  to  difperfe  them,;  fubverting  the  fub- 
jects'  right  to  petition  — and  finally,  the  introduction  of  prac- 
tices, not  only  unknown  to  law,  but  unknown  to  civilized 

and  chriftian  countries. Such  has  been  the  working  of 

the  borough  fyftem  ;  nor  could  fuch  meafures  have  taken 
place  but  for  that  fyftem.  Such  practices,  however,  have, 
in  part,  been  defended  as  acts  of  power,  neceffary  to  prevent 
infurrection,  and  punifli  ctonfpiracy ;  but  it  appeared  to  us, 
that  in  thefe  practices  Government  was  combating  effects, 
and  not  caufes ;  and  that  thofe  practices  encreafe  thefe  caufes 
— and,  therefore,  will  encreafe  thofe  effects  :  that,  admitting 
every  charge  of  confpiracy  and  disaffection  in  its  fulieft  ex- 
tent— that  confpiracy  and  diflaiTection  are  only  effects  of  that 
great  fundamental  caufe — that  parent  confpiracy,  formed 
fome  years  ago,  to  procure,  by  corruption,  defpotic  power. 
That  is  the  caufe — and  that  caufe  acts  according  to  the  re- 
ception of  its  matter,  and  the  tempers  and  conflitutions  to 
which  it  applies  j  'and  therefore  produces,  in  fome  men  d:£ 
loyalty,  in  fome  men  republicanifm,  in  fome  the  fpirit  of 
reform — but  in  all,  deep,  great,  and  growing  difcontent. 
That  is  the  caufe  and  the  poifon  which  has  made  fome  men 
mad,  and  all  men  fick :  and,  though  the  government  may 
not  be  able  to  reftore  reafon  to  the  mad,  or  loyalty  to  the 
republican—yet,  if  they  mean  to  reftore  health  to  the  fick—* 
if  they  mean  to  reftore  content  and  confidence  to  all,  to 
rmoft,  or  to  any  considerable  portion  of  the  People,  they 
muft  take  away  the  poifon — they  muft  remove  the  caufe— 
they  muft  reform  the  Parliament.  They  have  told  us  at 
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fame- times,  and  at  other  times  they  have  faid  the  contrary, 
that  it  is  a  fpirit  of  plunder,  not  politics,  that  is  abroad:  idle 
talk  !  whatever  be  the  crime  of  the  prefent  fpirit,  it  is  not 
ihe  crime  of  theft — if  fo,  it  were  eafily  put  down  ;  no,  it  is 
a  political,  not  a  predatory  fpirit  :  it  is  the  fpirit  of  political 
reformation,  carried  to  different  degrees  ;  to  liberty  in  mod 
inftances---to  ambition  in  others— and  to  power  in  others: 
and  even  in  thofe  cafes  where  charged  to  be  carried  to  con- 
fifcation,  it  is  evident,  from  the  charge  itfelf,  that  confifca- 
tion  looks  to  political  vengeance,  not  to  private  plunder ;  and 
therefore   the  beft  way  of  laying  that  fpirit,  of  whatever 
dcfigns  or  intents,  is  to  lay  the  pre-exifting  fpirit  of  unlaw- 
ful power  and  unconftitutional  influence,  that  has  frighted 
the  People  from  Parliament,  and  has  called  to  our  world  that 
other  potent  and  uricircumfcribed  apparition— The  way  to 
defend  your  property  is  to  defend  your  liberty ;  and  the  beft 
method  to  fecure  your  Houfe  againft  a  Defender,  is  to  fecure 
the  Commons  Houfe  againft  a  Minifter.     "  There  was  am- 
"  bition,  there  was  fedition,  there  was  violence,  mixing  in 
"  the  public  caufe,"  faid  Lord  Chatham  to  Mr.  Flood,  in  a 
private  converfation,  as  he  told  me,  on  the  civil  war  between 
Charles  I.  and  his  people.     "  There  was,"  (aid  he,  "  am- 
*'  bition  ;  there  was  fedition  ;  there  was  violence  ;  but  no 
"  man  will  perfuade  me,  that  it  was  not  the  caufe  of  liberty 
"  on  one  fide,  and  tyranny  on  the  other."    So  here  there 
may  be  confpiracy  •,  there  may  be  republicanifm  ;  there  may 
be  a  fpirit  of  plunder  mixing  in  the  public  caufe  ;  but  it  is  a 
public  caufe  5  and  let  no  man  perfuade  you  that  it  is  not  the 
caufe  of  liberty  on  one  fide,  and  tyranny  on  the  other.     The 
Hiftorian  of  thefe  melancholy  and  alarming  times,  cenfuring, 
perhaps,  both  the   Minifter  and  the  Oppofition,  and  cen- 
furing  us  more  for  our  relaxation  than  violence,  will,  if  a 
candid  man,  clofe  the  fad  account  by  obferving,  "  that,  on 
*'  the  whole,  the  caufe  of  the  Irifli  diftra£Uon  of  97,  was 
"  the  conduct  of  the  fervants  of  Government,  endeavouring 
"  to  eftablifh,  by  unlimited  bribery,  abfolute  power  ;  that 
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f *  the  fyftem  of  coercion  was  a  neceflary  confequence,  and 
"  part  of  the  fyftem  of  corruption ;  and  that  the  two  fy (terns, 
"  in  their  fuccefs,  would  have  eftablimed  a  ruthleis  and  hor- 
"  rid   tyranny,  tremendous,  and   intolerable  !  impofed   on 
<f  the  Senate  by  influence,  and  the  people  by  arms."——— 
Againft  fuch  excefs  of  degradation  ;  againft  any  excefs  what- 
foever,  we  moved  the  middle,  and,  as  we  thought,  the  com- 
pofing  and  the  falutary  meafure  j  a  Reform  of  Parliament, 
which  mould  give  a  Conftitution  to  the  People,  and  the  Ca- 
tholic  Emancipation,  which    mould   give  a  People  to  the 
Conftitution.     We  fupported  that  meafure  by  the  arguments 
herein  advanced  ;  and  we  defended  ourfelves  by  fuch,  againft 
a  deluge  of  abufe,  conveyed  in  the  public  prints  againft  us, 
on  account  of  that  meafure;  and  I  re-ftate  thofe  arguments, 
that,  however  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  might 
have  been  affe&ed,  your  underftanding  may  not  be  carried 
away  by  fuch  a  torrent  of  inveclive. — We  urged  thofe  con- 
fiderations,  we  might  have  added  in  our  defence  the  dangers 
of  invafion,  and  infurre&ion,  panics  moft  likely  to  incline 
the  Minifter  to  concur  in  fuch  a  meafure,  which  meafure 
feems  to  be  our  beft,  I  might  fay  our  only  defence  againft 
thofe  dangers   and    thofe   panics ;  we  might    have    added 
confiderations  of  the  immenfe   expence   attendant  on   the 
working,    as    it    is    called,   of  this  Borough  Conftitution  : 
which  expence  may  be  called  the  prodigality  of  mifreprefen- 
tation,  or  the  huge  and  gigantic  profufion  which  the  people 
fupply  for  turning  themfelves  out  of  Parliament.     It  is  well 
known  that  the  price  of  boroughs  is  from  14  to  16,000!.  and 
has  in  the  courfe  of  not  many  years  increafed  one-third  ;  a 
proof  at  once  of  the  extravagance  and  audacity  of  this  abufe, 
which  thus  looks  to  immortality,  and  proceeds,  unawed  by 
the  times  and  uninftru&ed  by  example ;  and,  in  moments 
which  are  held  alarming,  entertains  no  fear,  conceives  no 
panic,  and  feels  no  remorfe,  which   prevents  the  chapman, 
and  dealer,  to  go  on  at  any  rifque  with  his  villainous  Httls 
barter,  in  the  very  rockings  and  frownings  of  the  elements, 
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and  makes  him  tremble  indeed  at  liberty,  but  not  at  crimes. 
*'  Sufpend  the  habeas  corpus  aft,  take  away  the  poor  man, 
"  fend  the  reformer  to  Newgate,  imprifon  the  North  ;  but 
<f  for  the  trade  of  Parliament,  for  the  borough-broker  of  that 
"  trade,  don't  affeft  him  ;  give  him  a  gun-powder  aft,  give 
"  him  a  convention  bill,  give  him  an  infurreftion  bill,  give 
"  him  an  Indemnity  bill  ;  and,  having  faturated  him  with 
<f  the  liberty  of  his  country,  give  him  all  the  plunder  of  the 
"  date."  Such  is  the  praftical  language  of  that  great  Noun 
of  Multitude,  the  borough-broker,  demurring  on  the  troubles 
of  the  times,  which  he  himfelf  has  principally  caufed,  and 
lying  at  the  door  of  a  fecretary  full  of  fores  and  exaftions. 
This  fum  I  fpeak  of,  this  14  or  16,000!.  muft  ultimately  be 
paid  by  you :  it  is  this'  Jncreafe  of  the  price  of  boroughs 
which  has  produced  the  increafe  of  the  expence  of  your  efta- 
blimment,  and  this  increafe  of  the  expence  of  your  eftablifh- 
ment,  which  has  produced  this  increafe  for  the  price  of  your 
boroughs ;  they  operate  alternately  like  caufe  and  effeft,  and 
have  within  themfelves  the  double  principle  oLrapid  ruin  ; 
fo  that  the  people  pay  their  members  as  formerly,  but  pay 
them  more,  and  pay  them  for  reprefenting  others,  not 
themfelves,  and  giving  the  public  purfe,  full  and  open,  to 
the  Minifter,  and  rendering  it  back  empty  to  the  people.  Oh, 
unthrifty  People  !  whoever  furrendered  that  invaluable  right 
of  paying  your  own  reprefentatives,  rely  on  it,  the  people 
muft  be  the  prey  if  they  are  not  the  paymafters.  To  this  public 
expence  we  are  to  add  the  monftrous  and  bankrupt  wafte  of 
private  property,  becoming  now  fo  great  that  honeft  men  can- 
not in  any  number  afford  to  come  into  Parliament :  the  ex- 
pence  amounts  to  a  child's  portion,  and  the  child  muft  be 
wronged,  or  the  father  fold  or  excluded.  Thus,  in  the  borough 
confutation,  is  private  virtue  and  public  fet  at  variance,  and 
men  muft  renounce  the  fervice  of  their  country  or  the  intereft  of 
their  family ;  from  this  evil,  the  lofs  of  private  fortune,  a  much 
greater  lofs  is  likely  hereafter  to  take  place,  the  lofs  of  talent 
in  the  public  fervice  ;  for  this  great  expence  muft  in  the  end 
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work  out  of  Parliament  all  unftipendiary  talent  that  a£ls  for 
the  people,  and  fupply  it  by  ftipendiary  talent  that  a£s  againft 
them.  What  man  of  fmall  fortune,  what  man  of  great  for- 
tune can  now  afford  to  come  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or 
fuilain  the  expence  of  a  feat  in  Parliament,  or  of  a  contefted 
election  ?  and  what  open  place,  except  in  a  very  few  in- 
ftri.nces,  (the  city  is  one  of  them)  where  the  electors  returtl 
without  coft  to  their  reprefentatives  ?  I  know  fome  who  have 
great  talents  and  have  exercifed  them  in  the  public  fervice, 
are  difpofed  to  decline  fituations,  to  the  honeft  individual  fd 
expenfive,  and  to  the  public  now  fo  unprofitable.  To  this 
I  am  to  add  a  greater  evil  than  thofe  already  dated,  the  ex- 
penditure of  morals.  What  (hall  we  fay  for  the  morals  of  a 
country  ;  how  many  years  purchafe  would  you  give  for  her 
virtue,  whofe  Miniftry  founded  its  authority  on  moral  depra- 
vity, and  formed  a  league  and  covenant  with  an  oligarchy 
to  transfer  for  hire,  virtually  and  fiibftantially,  the  powers 
of.legiflation  to  the  Cabinet  of  another  kingdom  ?  We  inveigh 
againft  other  combinations — what  fort  of  a  combination  id 
this?  This,  I  know  not  by  what  name  to  approach  it,  (hoots 
its  virus  into  the  heart  and  marrow  of  the  higher  orders  of 
the  country.  Make  your  People  honeft,  fays  the  Court — 
make  your  Court  honeft,  fay  the  People  ;  it  is  the  higher 
claffes  that  introduce  corruption :  thieving  may  be  learned 
from  poverty  •,  but  corruption  is  learned  from  riches;  it  is  a 
venal  court  that  makes  a  venal  country  ;  that  vice  defcends 
from  above  ;  the  peafant  does  not  go  to  the  caftle  for  the: 
bribe,  but  the  caftle  candidate  goes  to  the  peafant ;  and  the 
caftle  candidate  offers  the  bribe  to  the  peafant,  becaufe  he; 
expects  in  a  much  greater  bribe  to  be  repaid  by  theMinifter  ; 
thus  things  go  on  ;  'tis  impoflible  they  can  laft  : — the  trade 
of  Parliament  ruins  every  thing  ;  your  Minifters  refted  their 
authority  entirely  on  that  trade,  till  now  they  call  in  the  aid 
of  military  power  to  enforce  corruption  by  the  fword  ;  the 
laws  did,  in  my  judgment,  afford  the  Crown  fufficient  power 
to  adminifter  the  country,  and  preferve  the  connexion  with 

R  Great 


<Sreat  Britain  ;  but  our  Minifters  have  defpifed  the  ordinary 
tracl,  and  plain,  obvious,  legitimate  and  vulgar  bonds  between 
the  King  and  the  fubjecl: ;  they  have  reforted  to  the  guinea 
and  the  gallows,  as  to  the  only  true  and  faithful  friends  of 
Government,  and  try  to  hang  where  they  cannot  corrupt ; 
they  have  extended  the  venal  ftipendiary  principle  to  all  con- 
ftituted  authorities ;  they  have  given  the  taint  to  the  grave 
Corporator  as  well  as  the  Senator,  and  have  gone  into  the 
halls  and  ftreets  to  communicate  the  evil  to  the  middling  and 
orderly  part  of  the  Society :  they  have  attempted  the  inde- 
pendency of  the  bar.     I  have  great  objections  to  the  bar-bill 
— and  my  objections  are  great  in  proportion  to  my  regards 
for  the  profeflion,  whofe  fignal  fervices  to  the  caufe  of  liberty 
muft  prove  to  every  man's  conviction  how  valuable  the  ac- 
quifition,  and  how  ineftimable  the  lofs  of  that  profound  and 
acute  profeffion  muft  be  to  the  caufe  of  a  country  fuch  as- 
this  was  formerly,  where  the  rule  of  government  was  the  law 
of  the  land.     We  have  heard  of  complaints  againft  fyftems 
of  diforganization  ;  What  is  this  fyftem  ?  Is  not  the  corrup* 
tion  of  organized  bodies  their  diflblution  ?   Is  not  their  per- 
verfion  worfe  than  their  diflblution  ?     What  fhall  we  fay  of 
the  attempts  of  Minifters  on  Sheriffs,  and  the  appointment 
of  that  Magiftrate  with  a  view  to  Parliamentary  influence 
only  ;  and  to  the  prevention  of  legal  aggregate  meetings ;  and 
the  fuppreflion  of  the  public  fentiment  ?   Thefe  things  muft 
Have  an  end  ;  this  diforganization-  of  conftituted  authorities 
by  court  influence  muft  have  an  end.  I  am  not  fuperftitious  ; 
but  I  know  that  States,  like  individuals,  are  puniftied  ;  it  is 
to  prevent  their  puniftiment  we  e  flayed  their  reformation  ; 
they  are  puniflied  collectively,  and  they  are  puniflied  flowly, 
but  they  are  puniihe^:  where  the  people  are  generally  or 
tiniverfally  corrupt,  the  fociety  comes  to  a  ftate  of  diflblution; 
where  that  corruption  is  confined  to  thofe  who  adminifter 
the  country,  that  power  muft  come  to  a  ftate  of  diflblution  ; 
but  in  order  to  prevent  the  fociety  from  partaking  of  that 
corruption  and  confequence  of  that  corrupt  diflblution,  it  is 
neceflary  that  the  power  that  adminifters  the  country  (hould 
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be  brought  fpeedily  and  radically  to  a  (late  of  reformation  : 
the  bed  fyftems  are  not  immortal :  Are  the  worft  ?  Js  the 
trade  of  Parliament  immortal?  Have  the  bed  fyftems  perifhed? 
and  (hall  this  be  impaflable  and  everlafting,  infinite  in  its 
duration,  as  it  is  unbounded  in  its  profligacy  ?  What  was 
the  cafe  of  Carthage  j  of  Rome ;  and  of  the  court  of  France? 
What  is  the  cafe  of  the  court  of  England  ?  Sitting  under  the 
ftroke  of  Juftice  for  the  American  war  •,  paying  pains  and 
penalties  in  augmented  burdens  and  diminifiied  glory :  that 
influence  which  has  deprefled  her  liberty  has  deftroyed  bar 
-energy,  and  rendered  her  as  unfit  to  preferve  her  empire  as 
her  freedom.  As  long  as  the  battle  was  between  the  Court 
,and  the  Conftitution,  the  former  was  perfectly  equal  to  fub- 
due  her  own  people ;  but  when  (he  was  to  combat  another 
people,  (he  was  unequal  to  the  talk  •,  and  for  the  very  reafon, 
becaufe  (he  had  feduced  and  debafed  her  own.  The  corrup- 
t-ion of  the  Court  has  rendered  England  vincible,  and  has  en- 
dued her,  in  her  prefent  ftate  of  national  degradation,  with 
an  infenfibility  of  glory ;  the  refult  and  evidence  of  mental 
degeneracy.  I  remember  to  have  heard  Lord  Chatham,  in 
one  of  his  fpeeches  on  the  Middlefex  election,  obferve,  that 
in  his  miniftry  the  object  of  the  Court  of  England  was  the 
.conqueft  of  the  French  ;  and  that  how  it  was  the  conqueft 
of  Mr.  Wilkes.  The  purfuing  fuch-like  conquefts  as  thofe 
over  Mr.  Wilkes,  has  enabled  the  French  to  eftablifh  a  con- 
queft over  the  Englifh.  The  King,  who  is  advifed  to  conquer 
the  liberty  of  his  fubje£b,  prepares  thofe  fubjefts  for  a  foreign 
yokel  The  Romans  were  conquered  at  Cannae,  firft  by  Varro, 
and  afterwards  by  Hannibal ;  the  Englifli  have  been  con- 
quered, fir  ft:  by  the  Minifter,  and  afterwards  by  the  French. 
Thofe  Romans  were  finally  conquered  by  the  barbarians  of 
the  North,  becaufe  they  had  been  preyioufly  conquered  by 
the  Princes  of  the  Empire  ;  and  then  the  half-armed  favage, 
with  the  pike  and  the  pole,  came  down  on  the  frontiers, 
and  difpofed  of  the  mailers  of  the  world  as  of  the  ftock  of 
the  land ;  the  gouty  ftock  of  the  rich,  and  the  mute  ftock 
of  the  People. 
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It  is  now  fixty  years  fince  the  adoption  of  the  project  to 
fupply  in  corruption  what  the  Chief  magiftrate  loft  in  prero- 
gatjve  ;  the  lofs  of  thirteen  provinces  ;  of  j  3o>ooo-,oool. — to 
Jofe  thefe  provinces,  the  lofs  of  our  ftation  in  Europe,  the  lofs 
of  1 30  millions,  to  lofe  that  ftation;  to.  place  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land as  low  in  Europe  as  in  America  ;  and  to  put  France  at 
the  head  of  Europe  inftead  of  Great  Britain,  while  her  people 
crouch  under  a  load  of  debt  and  taxes,  Without,  an  empire 
to  confole,  or  a  conftitution  to  cover  them,  has  been   the 
working  of  that  project  ;  it  has  worked  fo  well  as  to  have 
worked  the  people  out  of  their  liberty,  and  his  Majefty  out 
of  his  empire.;  to  leave  him  as  little  authority  in  Europe,  as 
his  people  in  parliament  j  and  to  put  the  King  at  the  feet  of 
France,  as  the  people  are  put  at  the  feet  of  the  King  :  pub- 
lic credit   has  alfo  fallen  a  vi&im  to  this  its  fuccefs,  its  lad 
great  conqueft  after  liberty  and  empire.     In  this  rapid  de- 
cline no  one  Minifter  has  been  punifhed  or  even  queftioried ; 
and  an  empire  and  a  conftitution  have  been  loft  without  one 
penal  example ;  and  in  a  war  unparalleled  in  expence  and 
difgrace,  and  attended  with  the  grolfeft  and  ranked  errors, 
clofing  the  account  of  blood  with  proclamations  of  infol- 
vency — no  murmur  from  the  Parliament  of  either  countries 
— no  murmur  !  Far  from  enquiry  or  complaint,  confidence  has 
uniformly  attended  defeat  and  difhonour.     The  Minifter's 
majorities  are  become  as  numerous  as  his  difgraces,  and  fo 
gigantic  have  been  his  encroachments  on  the  independency 
of  the  Conftitution,  that  they  can  only  be  matched  by  the 
gigantic  encroachment  of  the  enemy  on  the  empire.     In 
fhort,  fo  perfectly  do  the  people  appear  to  be  driven  out  of 
all  footing  in  the  Conftitution,  that  when  his  Majefty  is 
driven  out  of  almoft  all  footing  in  Europe,  and  a  queftion 
is  made  by  the  people,  Whether  the  Minifter  of  thefe  dif- 
graces and  difhonours  (hall  be  clifmifled  ?  they  have  their 
majority  at  hand  to  fupport  them.     Againft  this  inundation 
pf  evil  we  interpofed  Reform  ;  we  were  convinced  of  its 
neceflity  from  the  confideration  of  corruption  at  home  j  we 
were  confirmed  in  that  conviction  from  the  confideration  of 
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revolutions  abroad.     \Ve  faw  the  regal  power  of  France 
deftroyed  by  debts,   by   expence,  and  by   abufes  j  we   faw 
the  Nobility  interpofe  for  thofe  abufes  only  to  encumber 
the  Throne  with  their  ruins,  and  to  add  revolution  of  pro- 
perty to  revolution  of  government  •,  we  faw  in  the  Ameri- 
can revolution  that  a  people   determined  to  be  free^cannot 
be  enflaved ;  that  Britifli  government  was  not  equal  to  the 
talk,  even  in  plenitude  of^empire,  fupported  by  the  different 
governments  of  the  provinces,  and  by  the  fad  apoftacy  of 
the  haplefs  loyalift  ;  that  loyalift  is  a  leflbn  to  the  rich  and 
great  to  (land  by  their  country  in  all  fituations  ;  and  that  in 
a  conteft  with  a  remote  Court,  the  firft  poft  of  fafety  is  to 
fland  by  the  country,  and  the  fecond  poft  of  fafety  is  ta 
(land  by  the  country,  and  the  third  poft  of  fafety  is  to  ftand 
by  the  country  ;  in  that  American  conteft  we  faw  that  Re- 
form,   which  had  been  born  in  England    and  banifhed  to 
America,  advanced   like  the  Shepherd  Lad  in  Holy  Writ, 
and  overthrew  Goliath.   He  returned  riding  on  the  waves  of 
the  Atlantic,  and  his  i^irit  moved  on  the  waters  of  Europe. 
The  royal  (hip  of  France  went  down — the  Britifh  man  of 
war   labours — your  veflel  is  affe&ed — throw   your   people 
over-board,  fay  your  Minifters,  and  ballaft  with  your  abufes 
— throw  your  abufes  over-board,  we  faid,  and  ballaft  with 
your  people.      We    recollect    thefe    iflands  were  formerly 
placed  in  a  fea  of  defpotifm — we  faw  they  were  now  two 
kingdoms  in  a  republican  ocean,  fituated  between  two  great 
revolutions,  with   a  certainty  of  being  influenced   more  or 
lefs  by  one  or  by  both.     We  alked  ourfelves,  If  it  was  pcf- 
fible  that  the  American  revolution  could  have  had  fuch  ef- 
fect on  France,  and  that  the  American  and  French  revolu- 
tions would  have  no  effect  on  thefe  countries  ?  The  quef- 
tions  that  affe£l  the  world  are  decided  on  the  theatre  of  the 
world.     The  great  queftion  of  popular  liberty  was  fought 
on  the  great  rivers  of  Europe  and  America — it  remained  to 
moderate  what  we  could  not  govern — and  what  method  fo 
Cafe  to  moderate  popular  power  as  by  limited  Monarchy  ? 
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And  what  method  remains  to  limit  the  Monarchy  of  thefe 
kingdoms  (it  has  now  no  limits)  as  by  reforming  Parliament? 
*  What  method  I  fay  to  prevent  a  Revolution  but  a  Reforma- 
tion ?— and  what  is  that  Reformation  of  Parliament  but  the 
restoration  to  the  people  of  Self-legiflation  ?-  without  which 
there  is  no  liberty,  as  without  Reform  no  Self-leg  illation. 
So  we  reafoned.      The  government  of  a  country  may  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  and  that  one  man  may  re- 
fide  in  another  kingdom,  and  yet  the  people  may  be  free  and 
fatisfied  ;  but  to   have   the  Legiflature  of  the  country,  or 
what  is  the  fame  thing,  the  influencing  and  direaing  fpirit 
of  the  Legiflature  placed  out  of  the  country,  to  have  not 
only  the  King  but  the  Legiflature  an  abfentee— -to  have  not 
only  the  head  but  the  heart  difpofed  of  in  another -country, 
fuch  a  condition  may  be  a  difguifed,  but  it  is  unqualified  and 
perfect  defpotifm.  Self-legiflation  is  life,  and  has  been  fought 
for,  as  for  being.     It  was  that  principle  that  called  forth  re- 
fiftance  to  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  and  baptized  with  royalty 
the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  when  the  people  flood  Sponfors  for 
their  allegiance  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjccls  ;  for  Kings 
are  but  fatellites,  and  your  freedom  is  the  luminary  that  has 
called  them  to  the  Ikies.      It  was  with  a  view  therefore  to 
reftore  liberty,  and  with  a  view  alfo  to  fecure  and  immortalize 
Royalty,  by  reftoring  to  the  people  felf-legiflation,  we  pro- 
pofed  Reform.     A  principle  of  attraction  about  which  tbfe 
King  and  people  would  fpin  on  quietly  and  infenfibly  in  re- 
gular movements,  and  in  a  fyftem  common  to  them  both. 
*'  No— no, — no, — the  half  million,  faid  the  Minifter,  that 
*'  is  my  principle  of  attraction.     Among  the  rich  I  fend  my 
«  half  million,  and  I  difpatch  my  coercion  among  the  peo- 
*c  pie."     His  Devil  went  forth  ;  he  deftroyed  Liberty  and 
property — He  confumed  the  Prefs  ;  he  burned  houfes  and 
villages  ;  he  murdered,  and  he  failed.     "  Recal  your  mur- 
<*  derer,  we  faid;  and,  in  his  place,  difpatch  our  meflengerj 
e<  try  conciliation.     You  have  declared  you  wifli  the  People 
?*  {o  rebel ;  to  which  we  anfwer,  God  forbid !  Rather  let 
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''  them  weary  the  royal  ear  with  petitions,  and  let  the  dote 
"  be  again  fent  to  the  King;  it  may  bring  back  the  olive i 
c<  and  as  to  you,  you  mad  Minifters!  who  pour  in  regi- 
'  ment  after  regiment,  to  dragoon  the  Irifh,  becaufe  you 
"  have  forfeited  their  affe&ions;  we  befeech,  we  lupplicate, 
"  we  admonifti,  reconcile  the  People;  combat  revolution  by 
"  reform,  let  blood  be  your  laft  experiment."  Combat  the 
fpirit  of  Democracy  by  the  fpirit  of  Liberty,  the  wild  fpirit 
of  Democratic  Liberty  by  the  regulated  fpirit  of  Organized 
Liberty,  fuch  as  may  be  found  in  a  limited  Monarchy, 
with  a  free  Parliament  ;  but  how  accomplim  that,  but 
by  reforming  the  prefent  Parliament,  whofe  narrow  and 
contracted  formation,  in  both  countries,  excludes  popu- 
lar reprefentation  ;  i.  e.  excludes  felf-legiflation  ;  *".  e.  ex- 
eludes  liberty  ;  and  whofe  fatal  compliances,  the  refult 
of  that  defective  reprefentation,  have  caufed,  or  counte- 
nanced, or  fan£lioned,  or  fuffered,  for  a  courfe  of  years, 
a  fucceffion  of  meafures,  which  have  collected  upon  us 
fuch  an  accumulation  of  calamity  ;  and  which  have  finally,  at 
an  immenfe  expence,  and  through  a  fea  of  blood,  ftranded 
thefe  kingdoms  on  a  folitary  fliore  ;  naked  of  empire,  naked 
of  liberty,  and  naked  of  innocence  ;  to  ponder  on  an  abyfs, 
which  has  fwallowed  up  one  part  of  their  fortunes,  and 
yawns  for  the  remainder. 

"  May  the  Kingly  power,  that  forms  one  eftate  in  our 
Conftitution,  continue  for  ever  !  but  let  it  be  as  it  profefTes 
to  be,  and  as,  by  the  principles  and  laws  of  thefe  countries, 
it  fhould  be,  one  eftate  only  ;  and  not  a  power  conftituting 
one  eftate,  creating  another,  and  influencing  a  third. 

"  May  the  Parliamentary  Conftitution  profper  !  but  let  it 
be  an  operative,  independent,  and  integral  part  of  the  Con- 
ftitution ;  advifing,  confining,  and  fometirnes  directing  the 
Kingly  power. 

"  May  the  Houfe  of  Commons  flourifh  !  but  let  the  Peo- 
ple be  the  fole  author  of  its  exiftence,  as  they  mould  be  the 
great  obje£t  of  its  care. 
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*c  May  the  connexion  with  Great  Britain  continue!  but 
let  the  refult  of  the  connexion  be — the  perfect  freedom,  in 
the  faireft  and  fulleft  fenfe,  of  all  defcriptions  of  men,  with- 
out diftin&ion  of  religion." 

To  this  purpofe  we  fpoke,  and  fpeaking  this  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  withdrew.  It  now  remains  to  add  this  fupplication  : 

However  it  may  pleafe  the  ALMIGHTY  to  difpofe  of 

Princes,  or  of  Parliaments  ;  MAY  THE  LIBERTIES  OF 
THE  PEOPLE  BE  IMMORTAL  ! 

HENRY  GRATTAN. 
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DUBLIN,  Auguft  7th,  1798. 

The  following  EflSTLE  being  much  fought  after,  it  is  now 
given  to  fatisfy  the  public  curiofity  : 

R.  GRATTAN  has  feen  a  verygrofs,  a  very  unprovok- 
ed, and  a  very  ludicrous  performance  written  againft  him  and 
figned  Patrick  Duigenan  :  Mr.  Grattan  does  not  explain 
his  conduct  to  individuals  ;  the  Statute  Book  and  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  are  open.  Were  he  to  make 
his  public  conducl:  a  fubjecl  of  explanation,  it  would  not  be 
to  fuch  a  perfon  as  Doctor  Duigenan ;  but  as  the  above- 
mentioned  attack  mixes  in  its  folly  much  perfonal  rudenefs, 
Mr.  Grattan  judges  it  not  wholly  beneath  him  to  take  fome 
fort  of  notice  of  it  *,  and  he  is  very  forry  to  be  forced  to 
obferve,  that  the  author  has  departed  from  the  Manners  and 
Language  of  a  Gentleman,  and  has  thought  proper  to  adopt 
a  ftrain  fo  falfe,  fo  vile,  arid  fo  difgufting,  as  to  render 
Mr.  Duigenan  a  Public  Buffoon,  too  low  and  ludicrous  to 
give  an  affront  or  make  an  apology. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Grattan  remains  in  Dublin  for  three  days,  and 
is  to  be  beard  of  at  Kearns's  Hotel,  Kildare-ftreet. 
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rom  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

FRIDAY,  AUG.  3,  1798. 
John  Hughes,  of  Belfaft,  fiiiorn, 


HILST  he  was  in  Dublin,  in  April,  he  dined  with 
'  Neilfon  at  the  Brazen-Head. — Next  day  Neilfon  called  him 
up  at  five  o'clock,  and  they  went  to  Sweetman's,  near  Judge 
Chamberlaine's,  to  breakfaft ;  Sweetman  was  then  in  pri- 
fon,  but  Neilfon  lived  in  his  Houfe.  —Neilfon  took  Sweet- 
man's  carriage  to  Mr.  Grattan's,  and  brought  him  along 
with  him. — When  they  got  to  Mr.  Grattan's,  Neilfon  told 
him  he  had  fomething  to  fay  to  Mr.  Grattan  in  private, 
and  defired  him  to  take  a  walk  in  the  domain. — Neilfon 
however   introduced  him  to  Mr.   Grattan  firfl ;  and  Mr. 
Grattan  ordered  a  fervant  to  attend  him  to  (how  him  the 
grounds. — He  returned  in  about  half  an  hour.— Went  into 
Mr.  Grattan's  library — Neilfon  and  Grattan  were  there  to- 
gether— Grattan  afked  a  variety  of  queftions  touching  the 
ftate  of  the  country  in  the  North  ;  how  many  families  had 
been  driven  out,  and  how  many  houfes  burned  by  the  go- 
vernment or  the  Orange  Men  ? — Grattan  faid,  he  fuppofed 
he  was  an  United  Irifhman ;  he  faid  he  was.— Grattan  afked 
him  how  many  United  Irifhmen  were  in  the  province  ?  he 
faid    he    reckoned    126,000. —  Grattan   afked  how  many 
Orange  men  there  were  ?  he  faid  about  1 2,ooo-»—  Grattan 
made  no  particular  anfwer. — Neilfon  and  he  left  Grattan's 
about  twelve  in  the   day;   they  walked  to  their  carriage 
which  was  at  Eqnifkerry  ;  he  afked  Neilfon  what  had  pafled 
between  Grattan  and  him. — Neilfon  evaded  the  queftion, 
faid  generally,  that  he  had  gone  to  Grattan  to  afk  him 
whether  he  would  come  forward,  and  that  he  had  fworn 
him.— That  Grattan  promifed  to  meet  him  in  Dublin  before 
the  next  Tuefday. 

Q^  You  have   faid  that  you   were  introduced  to  Mr. 
Grattan  by  Samuel  Neilfon  at  his  houfe  at  Tinnehinch,  in 
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April  laft — Rec&lleft  yourfelf,  arid  fay  whether  you  can 
fpeak  with  certainty  as  to  that  fa£l  t 

A.  I  certainly  can — About  the  28th  of  April  laft,  I  went 
to  Mr.  Grattan's  at  Tinnehinch  with  Samuel  Neilfon ;  on 
.going  into  the  houfe  we  were  {hewed  into  the  library. — 
Neilfon  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Grattan,  and  I  foon  after 
walked  out,  and  left  them  alone  for  full  half  an  hour.— I 
faw  a  printed  Conftitution  of  the  United  Irifhmen  in  the 
room. 

Q^Can  you  fay  whether  Mr.  Grattan  knew  it  to  be  the 
:  Conftitution  of  United  IriChmen  ? 

A.  I  can— for  he  afked  me  fome  queftions  about  it — He 
afked  me  alfo  a  variety  of  queftions  about  the  ft  ate  of  the 
North — When  we  were  going  away,  I  heard  Mr.  Grattan 
tell  Neilfon  he  would  be  in  town  on  or  before  the  Tuefday 
following; — and  I  underftood  from  Neilfon  that  Mr.  Grat- 
tan had  vifited  him  in  prifon  ;  and  on  our  return  to  town, 
Neilfon  told  me  he  had  fworn  Mr.  Grattan. 

Neilfon  and  I  breakfafted  that  morning  at  the  country- 
houfe  of  Sweetman,  who  was  then  in  prifon,  and  went 
from  thence  to  Mr.  Grattan's  in  Sweetman's  carriage. 

THURSDAY,  AUG.  pth,  1798. 
SatnutI  Neilfon  of  Self  aft,  jworn. 

Q^Have  you  had  any  interviews  with  Mr.  Grattan  fince 
.you  were  liberated  from  confinement  ? 

A.  I  was  twice  with  Mr.  Grattan  at  Tinnehinch,  in 
April  1798.— I  either  (hewed  Mr.  Grattan  the  laft  Conftitu- 
tion of  the  Society  of  United  irimmen,  or  explained  it  to  him, 
and  prefled  him  to  come  forward — -I  was  accompanied  at 
thefe  interviews  by  John  Sweetman  and  Oliver  Bond. 

By  a  letter  addrefled  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  Samuel 
Neilfon,  immediately  after  his  examination,  he  wifties  to 
correct  his  evidence,  by  ftating,  that  he  had  another  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Grattan  at  Tinnehinch,  in  company  with 
Mr.  John  Hughes,  and  that  they  both  went  there  in  Mr. 
Sweetman's  chaife. 
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A  FAIR 


A 
FAIR   REPRESENTATION 

Of  THE 

PRESENT    POLITICAL    STATE 

OF 

IRELAND; 


Incorporating  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
i$  a  Meafure,  the  magnitude'  and  importance  of  which 
have  not  only  engaged  the  moft  ferious  confideratioh  of 
the  fubje&s  of  the  Britifh  Empire  j  but  have  attracted  the 
attention  of  many  of  the  other  ftates  of  Europe,  as  well 
friends  as  enemies. 

Although  Ihave  been  for  many  years  the  Avowed  friend 
of  the  meafure,  and  in  the  year  1793  declared  in  the  Irifh 
Houfe  of  Commons  my  fettled  opinion  on  the  fubject, 
and  was  then  the  only  man  who  did  fo,  dating  at  the 
fame  time  fome  of  the  reafons  on  which  my  opinion  was 
founded  ;  and  although  I  have,  by  the  occurrences  of  every 
day  fince,  been  more  and  more  confirmed  in  my  fentiments 
upon  it,  and  convinced  not  only  of  the  expediency,  but 
of  the  necefiity  of  the  meafure ;  yet  I  do  not  mean  t<* 
trouble  my  readers  with  any  arguments  on  the  fubjeft : 

B  my 


my  defign  in  the  prefent  publication  is,  to  expofe  the  bafe 
falfehoods  and  malignant  mifreprefentations  of  the  State 
of  Ireland,  contained  in  fome  pamphlets  which  have  lately 
appeared,  profeiTedly  written  on  the  fubjed  of  the  Union, 
but  in  truth  for  a  very  different  purpofe  ;  and  to  add  a  few 
obfervations  on  other  pamphlets  publimed  in  England,  as 
the  fubftance  of  Speeches  fpoken  in  the  Britifh  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  on  the  fubjecl:  of  an  Incorporating  Union,  by 
men  in  the  higheft  flations  in  Britain  ;  from  which  it  would 
feem,  that  thefe  great  men  entertained  very  erroneous  ideas 
of  the  Prefent  State  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  Strength,  Views, 
and  Interefts  of  the  different  dafles  of  its  inhabitants  :  and 
I  am  not  without  hope  that  I  may,  by  fair  and  honeft  re- 
prefentations,  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  of  a  meafure,  which 
has  for  many  years  been  the  objedk  of  all  my  feeble  exer- 
tions in  the  political  world* 

In  England  the  project  of  an  Incorporating  Union  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  has  been  entertained  with  art 
almoft  univerfal  approbation ;  the  good  fenfe  of  the  na- 
tion has  clearly  pointed  out  to  every  honeft  mind,  the  ma- 
nifeft  advantages  to  the  Britifh  Empire  in  general  of  fuch 
a  meafure ;  it  has  been  there  oppofed  only  by  a  handful 
of  Jacobins.  In  Ireland  the  cafe  is  different;  it  has  been 
there  oppofed  by  many  men  of  great  loyalty,  abilities,  and 
rank,  and  has  given  rife  to  much  difcontent  and  dilTen- 
fion  among  perfons  of  the  firft  political  influence.  It  is 
remarkable,  however,  in  Ireland,  that  all  traitors  and 
Jacobins  are  unanimous  in  their  reprobation  of  the  mea- 
fure, while  the  well-affe&ed  are  divided  in  their  opinions, 
fome  (i  think  the  majority)  approving,  and  others  difap- 
provingof  it.  Perhaps  I  may  be  in  fome  meafure  able 
in  the  conclufion  to  account  for  this  difference  of  opinion 
4  among 
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among  the  Irifh  Loyalifts  ;  at  prefent,  however,  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  remark,  that  their  diflenfion  has  given  an  acU 
vantage  to  the  Jacobins  which  they  have  eagerly  availed 
themfelves  of.  All  their  confpiracies  detected,  their  falfe 
treafonable  libels  expofed  and  confuted,  their  rebellion 
fupprefled,  their  French  allies  chafed  out  of  the  ocean, 
they  lay  grovelling  on  the  earth,  difabled,  difmayed,  and 
deje&ed,  till  the  heat  of  this  conteft  between  their  con- 
querors on  the  fubje&  of  the  Union  again  vivified  them, 
as  the  heat  of  the  fun  does  the  infe6ls  on  a  dunghill ;  again 
the  buzz  of  thefe  hornets  was  heard  in  every  part  of  the 
nation  ;  and  of  all  their  nefts,  Popery  fent  forth  the  bufieft 
and  moft  numerous  f warms. 

A  clafs  of  writers  of  that  perfuafion  have  of  late  been 
indefatigable  both  in  England  arid  Ireland,  in  publifhing 
the  moft  audacious  falfehoods  refpe&ing  Irifh  Proteftants, 
their  religious  and  political  conduct,  principles,  numbers} 
ftrength,  and  influence;  nor  are  their  falfehoods  lefs 
daring  and  notorious  refpe£ting  the  fame  qualities  in  the 
Irifh  Romanifts,  debafing  and  vilifying  the  firft  clafs,  and 
magnifying  the  laft,  with  the  moft  fingular  contempt  of 
truth.  -No  artifice  of  malignant  mifreprefentation,  of 
{lander,  of  degradation  on  the  one  fide,  or  of  applaufe,  ce- 
lebration, aggrandizement,  and  exaggeration  on  the  other, 
has  been  omitted. 

Thefe  writers  never  entertained  the  leaft  hope  that  their 
calumnies  would  gain  any  credit  in  Ireland  ;  their  falfc- 
hood  was  too  notorious  there  :  they  publifhed  them  for 
the  meridian  of  England,  where  the  ignorance  of  the  bulk 
of  the  nation  of  the  real  ftate  of  Ireland  might  caufe  a 
temporary  belief  of  fidions  fa  boldly  and  fo  impudently 
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(lated :  this  temporary  belief  in  the  prefent  crifis  they* 
knew  they  could  turn  to  the  advantage  of  the  political 
purfuits  of  their  fe&  ;  becaufe  it  would  naturally  incline 
the  leading  men  in  the  Britifti  Adminiftration  to  favour 
their  ruinous  claims  in  the  negotiation  of  an  Union  of 
the  two  nations,  and  enable  the  Irifti  Romanifts  to  obtain 
a  fupport  in  the  treaty  for  pretenfions  radically  inimical 
to  every  Proteftant  government,  but  more  particularly  fo, 
where  part  of  the  fovereignty  is  a  popular  aflembly  ;  and 
this  treaty  might  be  brought  to  a  conclufion  before  the 
Britim  nation  mould  be  apprized  on  what  a  rotten  found- 
ation their  pretenfions  were  ere&ed. 

The  degradation  and  abufe  of  the  Irifii  Proteftants  by 
thefe  Romim  writers,  and  vaunts  of  the  ftrength  and  im- 
portance of  their  own  fe<Sr,  were  particularly  adapted  to 
alienate  the  minds  of  the  Britim  Proteftants  from  their 
brethren  in  Ireland,  and  to  induce  them  to  acquiefce, 
perhaps  to  affift,  in  ;he  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  efta- 
blifliment  in  that  kingdom,  which  if  they  can  once  effect, 
they  very  juftlv  confider  that  the  fcheme  of  the  Separation 
of  the  two  countries  will  be  more  than  half  accomplifhed, 
though  a  treaty  for  an  Union  mail  be  concluded  :  the  Pro- 
teftants  of  Ireland,  as  the  Romanifts  well  know,  compofing 
the  principal  links  of  the  chain  of  connexion  between  the 
two  nations. 

I  fhould  have  left  thefe  malicious  Romifh  fables  to  me- 
rited contempt  and  oblivion,  nor  would  I  have  conde- 
fcended  to  have  taken  the  flighted  notice  of  them,  had 
I  not  perceived,  from  reading  the  fubftance  of  certain 
Speeches  of  very  eminent  perfonages,  delivered  in  the  Bri- 
tifh Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons,  lately  publiftied  on 

the 
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the  fubj  eel:  of  .Union,  that  the  grots  faHehooas  and  mifre- 
prefentations  of  thefe  Romlfti  writers  had  been  adopted  by 
thefe  great  men,  and  that  they  had  been  fo  far  duped  by 
them,  as  to  repeat  them  in  thefiritifti  Seriate,  and  to  rea- 
fon  upon  them,  as  if  they  had  been  facts  $  grounding  fome 
of  their  arguments  in  favour  of  an  Union  on  fuch  deceit- 
ful phantoms  conjured  up  by  thefe  magicians  of  fraud  and 
malice,  and  deferting  the  powerful^  convincing,  and  irre- 
fragable arguments  for  an  Incorporating  Union,  grounded 
on  the  fituation  and  prefent  connexion  of  the  two  iilands, 
the  ftate  of  Europe  in  general,  and  the  manifeft  benefits 
which  muft  neceffarily  accrue  to  each  ifland  in  particular, 
and  to  the  Britifli  empire  in  general,  from  fuch  an  Union  ; 
and  thereby  railing  in  the  breads  of  all  the  Proteftants  of 
that  empire,  the  faithful  fubjects  of  his  Majefty,  the  moft 
alarming  apprehenfions  of  innovation  in  their  conftitution 
both  in  church  and  ftate,  and  rendering  Irim  Proteftants 
particularly,  in  whom  is  for  the  prefent  vefted,  exclufively, 
the  whole  political  power  of  that  kingdom,  dilinclined  to 
an  Union,  by  giving  them  caufe  to  fufpect  that  fuch  an 
Union  is  projected  folely  for  the  depreflion  of  their  reli- 
gion in  Ireland^  and  the  elevation  of  Popery  on  its  ruins. 

Two  of  thefe  pamphlets,  manifeftly  the  productions  of 
Rornifh  writers,  though  they  have  concealed  their  names, 
I  mall  particularly  notice,  becaufe  they  contain  a  general 
collection  of  all  the  falfehood  and  mifreprefentation  re- 
fpecting  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  the  numbers,  phyiical  and 
political  ftrength,  the  influence,  principles,  and  defigns  of 
the  different  clafles  of  its  inhabitants,  which  have  been 
publifhed  in  all  the  pamphlets,  magazines,  reviews,  an- 
nual regifters,  newfpapers/  &c.  by  Romifh  writers  and 
their  allies,  the  Infidels,  Republicans,  and  Jacobins,  from 
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the  time  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  the  modern  apoftle  of  Po- 
pery, began  his  operations  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  Pro- 
ieftant  religion  in  Ireland,  to  the  prefent  day.     One  of 
thefe  pamphlets  is  entitled,  *  The  Cafe  of  Ireland  Re-con- 
tjtdered>  In  Anfwer  to  a  Pamphlet  entitled >  "  Arguments  for 
**  and  againft  an  Union  confidered.^    The  other  is  entitled, 
*  Confederations  on  the  State  of  Public  Affairs  in  the  Tear 
f  1799 — Ireland.9     The  author  of  the  firft  of  thefe  per- 
formances pretends  to  argue  againft  the  Union  of  the  two 
kingdoms ;  the  author  of  the  fecond,  to  fupport  it  with 
the  utmoft  zeal  \  but  the  real  purpofe  of  both  is,  to  der 
grade,  vilify,  and  traduce  the  Proteftant,  and  magnify 
aggrandize,  and  elevate  the  Romifh  inhabitants   of  Ire- 
land, by  every  fpecies  of  falfehood,  mifreprefentation,  and 
malice. 

The  reputed  author  of  the  firft  is  a  Romifli  gentleman  of 
4  competent  landed  eftate  in  Ireland, 
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I  have  ftated  this  gentleman  to  be  a  Romanift;  indeed 
he  ftates  himfeif,  in  p.  58  of  his  pamphlet,  to  be  fo ;  and 
I  may  be  perhaps  accufed  of  inconfiftency  in  fuppofing 
any  man,  inftituted  as  he  has  been,  to  be  a  Romanift, 
which  implies  his  being  a  Chriftian :  to  clear  myfelf  of 
any  imputation  of  that  kind,  it  is  neceflary  that  I  fhould 
briefly  explain  my  meaning,  which  I  cannot  do  better 
than  by  nearly  copying  part  of  Swift's  character  of  the 
Earl  (afterwards  Duke)  of  Wharton,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the 
Four  laft  Years  of  Queen  Ann  :  he  there  obferves,  that 
the  Earl's  father  was  a  rigid  Prefbyterian,  that  the  Earl 
adopted  his  father's  principles  in  government,  but  dropt 
his  religion,  and  took  up  no  other  in  its  room,  but  that 
in  all  other  refpe&s  he  was  a  firm  Prefbyterian.  Now 
the  gentleman's  father  I  am  writing  of  was  a  rigid  Ro- 
manift ;  he  dropt  his  father's  religion,  and  took  up  no 
oiher  in  its  room,  but  in  all  other  refpe&s  he  is  a  firm 
Romanift.  And  fuch  a  character  is  not  fingular;  I  ha,ve 
waited  fome  attention  on  feveral  perfons  bred  Romanifts, 
who  have  conformed  to  the  Proteflaiit  religion,  and  who 
have  attained  honourable,  confidential,  and  lucrative  ap- 
pointments by  their  conformity ;  and  on  others  bred  in 
that  perfuafion,  who  both  in  theory  and  practice  have 
profeffed  Deifm ;  and  fcarce  ever  knew  one  of  them, 
who,  in  all  political  purfuits  of  that  feet,  did  not  prove 
himfeif  to  be  a  firm  Romanift :  fome  of  them,  in  whofe 
breafts  a  few  half- fmothered  fparks  of  Chriftianity  ftill 
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glimmered,  have  had  them  kindled  into  a  fort  of  lambent 
flame  of  devotion  by  the  unequivocal  fymptoms  of  ap- 
proaching death,  and  they  have  uniformly  died  in  the 
Romifh  perfuafion. 

The  author  of  the  fe'cond  pamphlet  I  have  mentioned 
is  not  afcertained  ;  many  have  been  the  candidates,  pro- 
claimed by  the  pofterior  trumpet  of  Fame,  for  the  eminent 
turpitude  of  being  the  parent  of  this  deteftable  production. 
The  author  of  the  firft  endeavours  to  conceal  the  natural 
deformity  of  falfehood  and  malice,  by  clothing  them  in 
fometh  ing  of  a  gentlemanly  garb  ;  the  author  of  the  fecond 
aggravates  that  natural  deformity,  by  arraying  them  in  all 
the  fliaggy  horrors  of  the  favage  :  his  unrelenting  malig- 
#ant  abufe  of  Irifli  Proteftants,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  his  performance,  fufficiently  demonftrates  his  poli- 
tical creed  at  lead  to  be  the  fame  with  that  of  the  author 
of  the  firft  pamphlet.  But  I  have  perhaps  detained  the 
reader  too  long  by  perfonal  remarks  on  thefe  two  authors  ; 
I  will  therefore  n,ow  proceed  to  examine  the  contents  of 
their  pamphlets. 

The  author  of  the  firft  grounds  all  his  arguments,  for  Corn- 
advancing   Irifh  Romanifts  to  an  equality  of  political  mem  of  the 
power  in  the  Britifh  empire  in  general  with  their  Pro-8^1*"64 
teftant  fellow-fubjeds,  on  two  pofitions.     The  firft  and  pamphlet 
principal  is,  that  menfmcerely  attached  to  the  whole  -&?w^&  <  The  Cafe 


creed  may  be  as  good  and  faithful  fubj  eels  of  the  Britijb  em- 
pre  as  Proteftants.  The  fecond  is,  that  property  by  /&»dered.' 
Briti/h  Conftitution  entitles  the  pojjejfbrs  to  political  power  in 
proportion  to  the  property  ,  and  that  it  is  therefore  unconjlltu* 
tjional  to  exclude  Romanifts  from  a  Jhare  of  political  power  in 
iheftate  proportioned  to  their  property.  Thefe  are  the  two 


grand  pillars  on  which  he  propofes  to1  rebuild  the  gaudy- 
palace  of  Romifh  tyranny  and  ufurpation  in  the  Britifh 
empire,  at  the  fame  time  not  neglecling  to  prop  it  with 
jiumberlefs  buttrefles  of  menaces,  (landers,  malice,  falfe- 
hood,  fophiftry,  and  deceit. 

His  argument  on  the  firft  of  thefe  propofitions  he  in- 
troduces in  the  following  modeft  manner  : 

*  The  next  is  a  very  old  objection,  which  1  never  cwld 
'  'under/land  how  any  well-informed  man  could  make  twice. 

*  The  moft  numerous  religious  feel:  (i.e.  Romanifts) 
'  does  not  acknowledge  the  fupremacy  of  the  ftate,  but 

*  profeffes  to  be  fubje&  to  a  foreign  jurifdi&ion.     Their 

*  religion  could  not  be  eftablifhed  without  deftroying  the 

*  conftitution,    which   is   founded   on  the  principles  of 

*  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  liberty,  and  the  exclufion  of  fo-» 

*  reign  interference  and  jurifdiclion.' 

After  thus  dating  the  objection,  and  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  petulance  obferving  that  no  well-informed  man  could 
fupport  it,  or  urge  it  twice,  he  argues  thus:  '  This  may 
'  be  an  objection  to  -their  having  a  religious  eftablifh- 

*  inent,  but  not  to  their  being  admitted  to  a  (hare  in  the 

*  Legiflature*  the  King  and  Peers  being  Proteftants,  and 

*  (property  being  the  baiis  of  reprefentation)  nine-tenths 
'*  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     Romanijls  do  not  deny  the 

f  fole  right  of  the  Jlate  to  manage  the  concerns y  eftabHJbment9 
f  faith,  and  difcipline  of  the  Church  of  England;  but  they 
<  do  not  admit  the  King  of  England  to  be  fpiritual  head 

*  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  nor  do  the  Prejbyte riam 
'  admit  him  to  be  the  head  of  theirs.     This  was  not  a  rea- 

«  fan 


4  fon  for  excluding  the  Scotch  from  a  mare  in  the  legif- 

*  lature  of  the  country  they  were  united  to  ;  why  fhould 
«  it  exclude  the  Irifli  ?     The  fpiritual   authority  which 

<  the  Romifh  Church  pofTeffes  has  no  fandion,  no  co- 

*  ercive  power  in   this  life,  and  can  in  no  way  come  in 
'  contact  with  civil  exiftence.     The  Pope  nominates  the 

*  Irijh  Romijh  hi/hops,  but  this  gives  him  no  real  or  eflen- 

*  tial  jurifdidiori  in  the  Irifh  ftate  ;  he  and  the  whole 

<  Roman  Catholic  Church  have  not  in  the  Irifh  ftate, 
€  nor  pretend  to  have,  the  power  of  the  meaneft  veftry* 
4  Cujas,  a  French  lawyer,  and  Cardinal   Fleury,  have 

*  declared,  that  the   Pope,  nor  the  whole   Church  to- 

*  gether,  cannot   infli&  any  coercive  punimment  on  any 

*  man,  whatfoever  his  crimes  may   be,  unlefs  the  Em- 
4  peror  gives  him  power  to  do  it.     The  power  which 

*  Popes  have  been  accufed  of  arrogating  over  the  princes  of 
'  Europe  was  entirely  foreign  to  their  fpiritual  authority, 
4  and  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.     In  no  country  in 
4  the   world  can  any  tribunal  exift   deriving  from  the 

*  Roman  Catholic  religion,  or  any  fentence  be  enforced 
'  affecting  a  man  in  any  way  whatfoever  in  his  liberty, 

*  life,  property,  or  any  part  of  his  civil  or  natural  ex- 
4  iftence,    without  the  permiflion  of  the  Sovereign  of 
f  that  country  :  fuch  is  the  do£lrine  of  Spain,  Portugal, 
4  and  all  the  Roman  Catholic  countries  in  the  world. 
4  Magna  Charta,  the  foundation  of  civil  liberty,  as  well 
'  as  the  Statutes  of  Praemunire,  which  fecured  ecclefiaf- 

*  tical  liberty,    were  ads  of   Roman  Catholic  Parlia~ 
4  mcnls.     If  a  foreign  jurifdi&ion  exift,  to  that  con- 

*  fent,    and  not  to  the    Roman  Catholic  religion,    of 

*  which  it  is  no  inherent  part,  are  the  inconveniencies  of  it 

*  to  be  afcribed.'     All  this  the  author  concludes  with  an 

and  moft  delightful  ajlufion,   purloined  from 

Monfieur 
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Monfieur  Voltaire,   with  a  trifling  alteration  ;  (o   wit, 

*  Philofophy  enters  as  much  into  the  common  concerns 
'  of  life  as  divinity.     It  would  be  a  ftrange  objection  to 

*  the  fyftem  of  Ariftotle  or  Copernicus,  that  it  was  a 

*  foreign  interference.*     Bravo  ! 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  expofure  of  this  difrufive  kind 
of  argument,  partly  falfe  and  partly  fophiftical,  it  will 
be  necefTary  to  infert  here  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  which 
all  RornanifU  abfolutely  refufe  to  take,  and  have  done  fo 
iince  the  firft  framing  of  it ;  and  alfo  an  Extract  from 
the  Decrees  of  a  general  Council,  the  4ecifions  of  which 
all  Romanifts  now  hold  as  articles  of  faith,  immutable 
and  irreverfible,  not  being  the  decrees  of  Popes,  but  of 
their  univerfal  church  ;  the  Oath  taken  by  Romifh  Bi- 
fhops  at  their  coiifecration  :  and  I  (hall  alfo  add  a  few  ex- 
tracts from  the  recent  publications  of  their  moft  authentic 
•writers  refpe&ing  the  prefent  immutable  Articles  of  the 
Romifh  Creed. 

The  Oath  of  Supremacy  is  as  follows  ? 

4  1 do  fwear,  that  I  do  from  my  heart  abhor* 

*  deteft,  and  abjure,  as  impious  and  heretical,  that  damn- 

*  able  doctrine  and  pofition,  that  Princes  excommuni- 
4  cated  or  deprived  by  the  Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the 

*  See  of  Rome,  may  be  depofed  or  murdered  by  their 

*  fubje&s,  or  by  any  other  perfon  whatfoever :  and  I  da 

*  declare,  that  no  foreign  Prince,  Prelate,  State,  or  Po- 

*  tentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  jurifdidion,  power, 
'  fuperiority,  pre-eminence,  or  authority,  ecclefiaftical  or 

*  jfpiritual,  within  this  realm.     So  help  me  God.' 


(     '3    ) 

Kxtfaft  from  the  third  Chapter  of  the  fourth  Council  of  L&- 
teran,  held  under  Pope  Innocent  HI.  In  1215,  tranjlated 
into  Englifl)* 

*  We  excommunicate  and  anathematize   all   herefy, 

*  raifing  itfelf  up  againft  the  holy,  orthodox,  catholic 
c  faith,  which  we  have  above  fet  forth,  condemning  all 

*  heretics,  of  whatsoever  titles,  having  divers  faces,  but 

*  connected  and  knitted  together  by  their  tails ;    for  in. 

*  refpe&  to  the  vanity  of  their  pretenfions  they  agree  in 

*  the  fame  thing. 

*  We  leave  the  condemned  to  condign  punijhment  by 

*  the  prefent  fecular  powers  or  their  magiftrates,  fuch  of 
'  them  as   are    clergymen    being    firft  degraded:    the 

*  goods  of  fuch  of  them  as  are  laics  being  confifcated $ 
'  of  fuch  as  are  clergymen,  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 

*  churches  of  their  refpe6Uve  cures. 

•->v  -iCvA  \V  -1\  '{-<'4\  •Sutev'  ,^'.5c  ;viri:  .'I  vA^VC  '"'.  '-"^   ."'V.A  * 

*  But   we  decree,  that  fuch  as  are  only  fufpe&ed  of 

*  herefy  be  ftruck  with  the  fword  of  excommunication, 

*  till  they  (hall  prove  their  innocence  refpedively,  ao 

*  cording  to  the  nature  of  the  fufpicion  and  the  quality 

*  of  each  perfon,  by  a  proper  purgation  ;  and  let  them 

*  be  avoided  by  all  perfons  till  they  (hall  make  fufficient 

*  fatisfadion :    and  if  they  (hall  continue  excommuni- 

*  cated  for  the  fpace  of  one  year,  let  them  be  confidered 

*  as  condemned  heretics. 

6  Let  all  fecular  powers,  whatfoever  be  the  nature 

*  and  rank  of  their  refpeclive  offices,  be  admonifhed, 
«  perfuaded,  and,  if  neceffary,  compelled,  by  ecclefiaftical 

*  cenfures,  that  as  they  defire  to  be  reputed  and  efteemed 

<  faithful 
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«  faithful,  they  publicly  take  an  oath,  that  they  will,  tt> 

*  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  endeavour  to  exterminate  all 

*  fuch  as  fhall  be  denounced  heretics  by  the  church,  out 
'  of  all  their  dominions  and  places  fubjecl  to  their  jurif- 
'  diction  ;  and  let  them  take  this  oath  refpe&ively,  the 
6  moment  they  (hall  be  inverted  with  either  fpiritual  or 

*  temporal  power. 

'  But  if  any  temporal  Lord  fhall  neglect  to  purge  his 

*  dominions  of  fuch  heretical  corruption,    after  being 

*  required  and  admonifhed  by  the  Church,  by  his  Me- 
«  tropolitans  and  his  other  provincial  Bifliops  fo  to  do, 
'  let  him  be  immediately  bound  in  the  chains  of  excommuni- 

*  cation;  and  if  he  fhall  contumacioufly  refufe  to  make 

*  fatisfadion  and  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  Church  within 
«  the  year,  let  this  be  ftgnifed  to  the  Pope,  who  Jhall  there- 
4  upon  declare  his  fubj efts  abfolvedfrom  their  allegiance,  and 

*  proclaim  his  territories  open  to  the  jufl  feizure  and  occu- 
1  pation  of  Catholic  Powers,  who,  after  they  Jhall  have  ex- 

*  terminated  the  heretics,  Jhall  pojffefs  them  without  control, 

*  and  preferve  them  in  the  purity  of  the  faith,  Jtill  preferv- 
f  ing  the  title  of  the  principal  Lord,  provided  he  Jhall  give 
€  them  no  interruption,  or  oppofe  any  impediment  to  their 

*  proceedings ;    and  let  the  fame  rule  be  obferved  with 

*  refpect  to  thofe  who  have    no    principal  lords,  /.  f. 

*  republics. 

*  Let  all  Catholics  who  fhall  undertake  a  crufade  for 

*  the  extermination  of  heretics  have  the  fame  indulgence, 

*  and  the  fame  holy  privilege,  as  thofe  who  undertake 

*  the  crufade  for  the  expulfion  of  the  infidels  from  the 
<  Holy  Land. 

<  We 


*  We  decree,  that  not  only  thofe  who  profefs  heretical 

*  tenets,  but  all  receivers,  proteclors,  and  favourers  of 

*  heretics,    are    ipfo   faclo   excommunicated  ;     and  we 
'  ftrictly  ordain  and  command,  that  after  any  fuch  fhall 

*  be   publicly  branded  with  excommunication,  if  they 
1  (hall  refufe  to  make  fatisfa&ion  and  fubmit  themfelves 

*  to  the  Church  within  a  year,  they  Jhall  be  infamous,  nor 

*  Jhall  they  be  admitted  to  any  public  office  or  council,  nor  to 

*  elecl  any  perfons  to  fuch,  nor  to  give  tejlimony  in  any  caufe ; 

*  neither  Jhall  they  be  capable  of  making  wills,  nor  of  fue- 
'  ceffion,  as  heirs  or  reprefentatives,  to  any  ejlate :  they  Jhall 
(  be  incapable  of  fuing  in  any  court,  but  may  themfelves  be 
s  fued:  if  any  fuch  perfon  Jhall  happen  to  be.  a  judge  of  any 
f  court,  his  fen  fence  Jhall  be  null  and  void,  nor  Jhall  any 
€  caufe  be  profecuted  before  him  :  if  he  Jhall  happen  to  be  an 

*  advocate,  he  Jhall  not  be  admitted  to  pracJife  ;  if  a  notary, 

*  injlruments  drawn  up,  prepared,  witnejffed,  or  executed  by 
f  him,  Jhall  alfo  be  void  and  of  no  effett,  but  condemned 
€  with  their  guilty  framer :  and  we  command  that  the  fame 

*  rule  be  obferved  in  all  Jimilar  cafes.     But  if  he  be  a 

*  clergyman,  let  him  be  depofed  both  ab  officio  et  benejicio9 
4  that,  as  his  crime  is  the  greater,  fo  the  greater  may 

*  be  his  punifhment. 

*  And  if  any  fuch,  after  they  have  been  publicly  de- 
'  nounced  by  the  Church,  (hall  conttimacioufly  neglect 

*  to  fubmit  and  make  fatisfacYion,  let  them  be  compelled 

*  and  driven  to  it  by  the  inceflant  operation  of  the  fen- 

*  tence  of  excommunication.     Let  no  clergyman  admi- 

*  nifter  to  fuch  peftilent  wretches  the  facraments  of  the 
(  Church,  nor  permit  their  bodies  to  Chriftian  burial, 
4  nor  receive  their  alms  and  oblations.     If  they  (hall  aft 
f  otherwife,  let  them  be  fufpended  from  officiating,  and 

<  let 


(    16    ) 

*  let  them  not  be  reftored  but  by  the  fpecial  indulgehei 
'  of  the  Pope. 

c  We  alfo  add,  that  every  Archbiftiop  or  Bifhop,  by 

*  himfelf  or  his  archdeacon,  or  other  refpectable  per- 
'  fons,  fhall  twice,    or  at  leaft  once,    in    every    year> 

*  vifit  each  parifh  in  his  diocefe,  in  which  it  is  reported 

*  that  any  heretics  dwell,  and  fhall  there  oblige  three  or 
'  more  credible  perfons,  or,  if  he  (hall  think  proper,  the 
«  whole  vicinage,   to  fwear,  that  if  any  of  them  fhall 
'  know  any  heretics,  or  any  perfons  holding  or  frequent- 
4  ing  fecret  conventicles,  or  affecting  either  in  life  or 

*  manners  to  differ  from  the  common  converfation  and 

*  practice  in  life  of  the  faithful,  they  will  endeavour 
4  effectually  to  difcover  and  point  them  out  to  the  Bifhop  ; 

*  and  the  Bifhop  fhall  call  the  accufed  into  his  prefence, 

*  and  if  they  fhall  not  effectually  purge  themfelves  from 

*  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge,  or  if,  after  they  fhall 
c  have  made  their  purgation  *  they  fhall  perfidioufly  re- 
c  lapfe  into  their  former  guilt,  they  fhall  be  canonically 

*  punifhed.     And  if  any,    through  damnable  obftinacy 
4  declining  to  bind  themfelves  by  the  religious  obligation 

*  of  an  oath,  fhall  perhaps  refufe  to  fwear,  let  them  btf 
4  from  that  inftant  reputed  heretics.1 

The  Oath  fwornby  every  Romifh  Bifhop  at  his  confe- 
cration  is  as  follows.  See  the  firft  vol.  of  Burner's  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Reformation,  p 


«  I,  --  9  Bifhop  of—  -  ,  do  fwear,  that  from  this' 
4  hour  forward  I  fhall  be  faithful  and  obedient  to  St.  Peter, 
4  and  to  the  holy  Church  of  Rome,  and  to  my  Lord  the  Pope 
4  and  bis  fuccejfirs  canonically  entering.  I  fhall  not  be  of 

*  eounfei 
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*  counfel  nor  confent  that  they  fhall  lofe  either  life  or 
'  member,  or  mail  be  taken  or  differ  any  violence  or 
'  any  wrong  by  any  means.     Their  counfel  to  me  cre- 

*  ditcd   by  them,  their  meflages  or  letters,  I  fhall  not 

*  willingly  difcover    to   any  perfon.      The   Papacy    of 
'   Rome,  the  rules  of  the  holy  Fathers,  and  the  regality 

*  of  St  Peter,   I  fhall  help,  maintain,  and  defend  againft 
'  all  men.     The  Legate  of  the  See  apoftolic,  going  and 
*'  coming,  I  (hall   honourably  entreat :    the  rights,  ho- 

*  nours,    privileges,  and   authorities  of  the  Church  of 
<  Rome,  and  of  the   Pope   and  his  fucceflbrs,    I   (hall 
'  canfe  to  be  conferved,  defended,  augmented,  and  pro- 
'  mated.      I  (hall  not  be  in  council,   treaty,  or  any  aft, 
'  in  which  any  thing  fhall  be   imagined  againft  him  or 
f  the  Church  of  Rome,  their  rights,  feats,  honours,  or 

*  powers  ;  and  if  I  know  any  fuch  to  be  moved  or  com* 
'  pafTed,  I  fhall  refift  it  to  my  power;  and  as  foon  as  I 

*  can   I  fhall  advertife  him,  or  fuch  as  may  give  him 
'  knowledge.   The  rules  of  the  holy  Fathers,  the  decrees, 

*  ordinances,  fentences,    difpofitions,  refervations,  pro- 
'  vifions,  and  commandments  apoftolic,  to  my  power  I 
'  fhall  keep,  and  caufe  to  be  kept  of  others.     Heretics, 
f  fchif mattes,  and  rebels  to  our  hrty  father  and  hisfuccejffors, 
<  IJJjall  rejifl  and  perfecute  to  my  power.     I  fhall  come  to 

*  the  fynod  when  I  am  called,  except  I  be  letted  by  a 

*  canonical  impediment.     The  threfholds  of  the  apoftles 
4  I  (hall  vifit  yearly,  perfonally  or  by  my  deputy.     I  fhall 

*  not  alienate  or  fell  my  poireflions  without  the  Pope's 

*  counfel.     So  help  me  God  and  the  holy  Evangelifts.' 

In  1793,  Dr.  Troy,  Romifh  Archbifhop  of  Dublin, 
publifhed  a  pamphlet,  which  he  fly  led  <  A  Paftoral  Let- 
f  ter :'  it  is  in  truth  a  political  trad,  containing  argu* 

«  ments 


ments  not  a  little  hoftile  to  the  eftablifhed  conftitution-  in 
church  and  ftate.  He  endeavours  to  prove  the  juftice, 
expediency,  and  even  necefiity  of  the  admiilion  of  Ro- 
manifts  into  the  Legiflature,  and  into  all  offices  of  truft 
and  confidence  ;  and  takes  fpecial  care  to  fupport,  not 
•without  fome  degree  of  addrefs,  his  arguments,  by  me- 
naces of  the  effeds  which  he  infmuates  muft  flow  from 
the  numbers  and  puiiTance  of  the  Irifli  Romanifts,  mag- 
nified by  him  infinitely  beyond  reality.  Any  reafonable 
man  would  expect  that  the  Do6lor  would  have  endea- 
voured rather  to  extenuate  than  openly  to  affert  and 
juftify  the  papal  jurifdidion  in  Ireland,  which  he  knew 
Proteftants  held  to  be  one  great  impediment  to  the  ad- 
mirlion  of  the  Romifh  claims ;  but  it  is  quite  otherwife. 
In  page  31  of  this  pretended  Paftoral  Letter  is  the  follow- 
ing paflage  :  €  It  is  a  fundamental  article  of  the  Roman 

*  Catholic  faith,  that   the  Pope  or  Bifhop  of  Rome  is 

*  fucceflbr  to  St.  Peter,  Prince  of  the  Apoftles,  in  that 

*  See  ;  he  enjoys  by  divine  right  a  fpirituai  and  ecclefi- 
4  aftical  primacy,  not  only  of  honour  and  rank,  but  of 
c  real  jurifdlcJlon  and  authority,  in  the  univerfal  church. 
4  Roman  Catholics  conceive  this  point  as  clearly  efta- 

*  blimed  in  the  fcriptures,  and  by  the  conftant  tradition 
c  of  the  Fathers  in  every  age,  as  it  is  by  the  exprefs  deci- 
1  Jtons  of  their  general  councils,  which  they  conjider  as  In" 
1  fallible  authority  In  points  of  doftrine? 

Same  author,  page  97. — c  Catholics  cannot  confcien- 

*  tioufly  abjure  the   ecclefiaftical    authority   of   the  Bi- 

*  {hop  of  Rome.     He  is  guardian   of  the  general  ca- 
f  nons,  and  can  alone  difpenfe  with   them  proprlo  jure, 
<  or  by  Inherent  right.     Others  enjoy  that  power  by  de- 
'  legation  from  him.     The  ere6lion,   fuppreflion,  and 

*  union 
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union  of  biftioprics  and  other  benefices ;  the  elevation 

of  fees  to  the  metropolitical  dignity  and  jurifdi&ion  ; 

the  inftitution  of  general  fafts  and  holidays ;  difpenfa- 

tions  from  their  obfervance ;  the  regulation  and   in- 

fpeclion  of  our  liturgy  ;  appeals  from  inferior  ecclefurfti- 

cal  courts  to   his  fupreme  tribunal ;    the  fufpenfion  and 

**•  reftoration  of  bifljops,  and  numberlefs  other  particulars   of 

6  our  general  church  difcipline  mentioned  in  the  canons, 

*  depend  on  the  Pope  as  our  ecclefiaftical  fuperior,  and 

*  are  connected  with  his  primacy  of  jurifdidion  in  the 

*  univerfal  church.     Henry  VIII.  of  England  was  the  firft 
f  Chriftian  prince  that  affumed  ecc lefiaftica I  fupremacy,   and 
'  commanded  an  en/laved  Parliament  to  enacJ  it  as  a  law  of 

*  the  ft  ate.     The  Catholics  confider  it  an  ufurpation? 

Same  author,    page    102. — *  The  Catholic  laity   of 

*  Ireland  refpect  their  clergy,  and  confider  it  a  duty  to 

<  be  regulated  by  their  determinations  in  all  points  of 

*  religious  doctrine.     They  are  attached  to  their  paftors 

*  and  fpiritual  guides,  who  love  them  as  their  children 
'  in  Chrift.     Clergy  and  laity  are  united  by  the  moft  tender 

*  and  interefting  confider  at  ions.     Every  effort  to  diffblve  this 
'  union  muji  prove  ineffectual;  intereji  and  duty  continue  to 

<  render  it  indiffoluble.     In  adverfity  and  profperity  they 
'  muft  rife  and  fall  together.' 

The  fame  author,  in  another  place,  flates,  '  that  the 

*  religious    principles  of   Roman  Catholics    being  un- 

*  changeable,  they  are  applicable  to  all  times.' 

It  is  needlefs  here  to  infert  any  other  extracts  from 
recent  publications  of  Romifh  writers :  I  fhall  barely 
©bferve,  that  the  fame  doctrines  are  held  in  a  modern 

c  2  pubr 
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publication  of  Mr.  HufTey,  a  Romifh  prieft,  who  informs 
us  in  it,  that  he  had  been  appointed  Biihop  of  Water- 
ford  by  the  Pope.  This  publication  he  alfo  ftyles  a  Paf- 
loral  Letter,  though  it  is  perhaps  as  feditious  a  publication 
as  any  which  has  appeared  in  modern  times,  provoking* 
the  Irifh  Romanifts  to  infirrredrqn,  and  drawing  a  line 
of  eternal  demarcation  between  them  and  their  Proteftant 
fcllow-fubjedts,  fupported  by  the  whole  Romifli  hoft  of 
anathemas  and  excommunications. 

1  will  now  proceed  to  anfwer  the  argument  of  the 
author  of  the  *  Cafe  of  Ireland  Re-confideredy  in  fupport 
of  his  firft  pofition,  to  wit,  that  men  fmcerely  attached  to- 
the  whole  Romijh  creed  may  be  as  good  and  faithful  fubjeffs 
of  the  Britifl)  empire  as  Profeftants,  and  consequently  as 
Jafely  admiffible  to  the  fupreme  legiflative  and  fuperior  ex- 
ecutive capacities.  His  diffufive  argument  on  this  head, 
already  mentioned,  may  be  thus  condenfed :  c  In  a 
'•  Romifh  ftate,  the  fupremacy  of  the  Church,  or  its 

*  fpiritual  authority,  has  no  fandion,  no  coercive  power 
'•  in  this  life,  and  can  in  no  way  come  in  contact  with 

*  civil  exigence  ;  nor  can  its  tribunal  exift,  fo  as  to  affect 
*»any  man  in  his  liberty,  life,  or  property,  without  the 
4  permiflion  of  the  fovereign  of  that  country  ;  and  if  a 

*  foreign  jurifdidion  exifts  in  fuch  country,  it  is  to  the 

*  confent  of  the  fovereign  power,  and  not  to  the  Roman 

*  Catholic  religion,  of  which  it  is  no  inherent  part,  it  is* 

*  to  be  afcribed.     In  a  Proteftant  ftate,  fuch  as  Ireland, 

*  the  King,  Peers,    and  nine  tenths   of  the  Commons 
'  being  Proteftants,  the  confent  of  the  ftate  never  can  be 

*  obtained  to  the  exercife  of  Romifh  ecclefiaftical  jurif- 
f  dicYion  ;  therefore  in  fuch  ftate  no  mifchief  can  arife 
*.  from  the  Romifli  tenet  of  the  fupremacy  of  the  Pope, 

*  though 


1  though  Romanifts  fhould  fit  in  Parliament,  and  be 
<  admitted  to  the  higheft  offices  of  the  ftate.'  Though 
the  premifes  in  this  fyllogiftic  argument  be  admitted  to 
be  true,  yet  the  conclufion  will  by  no  means  follow, 
that  no  mifchief  will  arife  in  a  Proteftant  ftate  by  the 
admiflion  of  Romanifts  into  the  fupreme  legiflative  body, 
and  to  the  exercife  of  the  higheft  executive  offices  of  the 
ftate,  as  I  ftiall  hereafter  prove;  yet  the  premifes  require 
examination.  The  major  propofition,  to  wit,  the  f pi- 
ritual  authority  of_  the  Pope  not  being  an  inherent  part  of 
the  Romijh  religion,  has  no  fanffion,  and  cannot  be  exercijcd 
even  in  RomifiJIates,  but  by  the  confent  of  the  Jl  ate,  is  ex- 
tremely fophiftical ;  it  confifts  in  fa£t  of  two  propofi- 
tions  ;  the  firft  is,  the  J rpi 'ritual  authority  of  the  Pope  is  not 
an  inherent  part  of  the  Romijh  religion.  This  propofition 
is  already  clearly  proved  to  be  falfe,  by  the  extracts  from 
the  Lateran  Council,  'and  from  Do6lor  Troy,  and  by  the 
rejection  of  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  by  all  Romanifts. 
The  fecond  part  of  it,  that  this  authority  has  no  fanftion 
in  this  life,  and  cannot  be  exercifed,  even  in  Romijh  ftates, 
but  by  the  confent  of  the  Ji  ate,  requires  explanation. 

In  a  Romifli  ftate,  the  fovereign  power,  whether  it  be 
a  monarchy  or  a  republic,  being  vefted  in  Romanifts,  its 
confent  to  the  execution  of  the  decrees  of  their  own 
church,  of  which  they  admit  the  Pope  to  be  fupreme 
head,  is  certain.  Romifh  monarchs,  and  governing 
members  of  Romim  republics,  are,  by  the  tenets  of 
their  religion,  bound,  not  only  to  confent  to  the  execu- 
tion, but  to  execute  the  decrees  of  their  church,  as  well 
on  the  perfons  as  on  the  properties  of  their  fubje£ts  : 
hence  in  Romifli  ftates  the  fupremacy  of  the  Pope  in 
fpirituals  amplifies  itfelf  into  the  exercife  of  a  moft  ex- 
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tenfive  temporal  jurifdiclion,  the  (late  either  refigning 
to  ecclefiaftical  officers  the  execution  of  the  decrees  of 
the  Church  on  the  perfons  and  properties  of  its  fubjecls, 
or  becoming  itfelf  the  executioner  of  fuch  decrees:  for 
inftance,  in  moft  Romilh  countries,  fuch  as  the  Church 
deems  heretics,  or  even  fufpeds  of  being  fo,  are  impri- 
foned  by  ecclefiaftical  officers  in  ecclefiaftical  prifons, 
and  they  are  burned  by  temporal  officers  when  the  Church 
pronounces  them  heretics  irreclaimable,  and  delivers  them 
over  to  the  fecular  arm  ;  as  was  the  cafe  in  England  be- 
fore the  Reformation  and  during  the  reign  of  Queen 
Mary:  therefore  in  Romifh  countries,  the  Church  of 
Rome,  and  its  fupreme  head  the  Pope,  have  real  jurif- 
diction,  efficient  tribunals,  and  fandtions  to  their  decrees 
of  the  moft  powerful  efficacy  ;  and  their  decrees  reach 
to,  and  are  executed  upon,  the  liberties,  lives,  and  pro- 
perties, and  moft  of  the  temporal  'concerns  of  the  fub- 
jecls  ;  and  fuch  ftates  are  themfelves  the  executioners  of 
their  decrees.  This  jurifdiclion  is  an  inherent  part  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  its  title  is  founded  in 
the  very  eflence  of  that  religion.  Dr.  Troy  ftates,  «  that 

*  the  real  jurifdiction  and  authority  of  the  Pope  is  clearly 
«  eftablifhed  by  the  fcriptures  and  the  conftant  tradition 

*  of  the   Fathers,  and  the  exprefs  decifions  of  general 

*  councils,  which  Roman  Catholics  confider  as  infallible 

*  authority  :    //  is  a  fundamental  article  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
€  tho  tic  faith.'     This  doctrine  is  conformable  to  the  La-, 
teran  Council,  and  to  the  opinions  of  all  Romifli  writers, 
ancient  or  modern,  on  the  fubjedt.     If  a  Romifh  ftate 
fhould  refufe  to  execute  the  decrees  of  the  Romiih  Church 
in  what  are  deemed  fpiritual  matters,  fuch  as  herefy,  and 
many  others  extending  to  the  liberties,   lives,  and  pro- 
perties qf  the  fubjecls,    which  are    certainly  temporal 

concerns, 


concerns,  fuch  ftates  would  ceafe  to  be  Roman  Catholic. 
In  fuch  ftates  it  is  of  no  moment  whether  fuch  power  or 
jurifdidion  be  exercifed  by  the  Church  itfelf,  or  by  the 
temporal  power  under  the  orders  and  direction  of  the 
Church,  or  by  the  permifllon  of  the  temporal  power,  as 
long  as  the  acquiefcence  and  obedience  of  the  temporal 
power  are  enfured  by  the  very  tenets  of  their  religion. 

The  Romifh  do&rine  of  the  fupremacy  of  the  Pope 
in  ecclefiaftical  matters  is  fupported  in  effecT:  and  opera- 
tion by  Romifli  ftates,  however  in  political  theory  ftatef- 
men  or  lawyers  may  fometimes  prefume  partially  to  dif- 
fent  from  it,  admitting  it  in  practice,  and  being  them- 
felves  its  executioners.     But  in  a  Proteftant  ftate,  fuch  a 
tenet  dire6Uy  militates  againft  the  very  exiftence  of  the 
ftate,  is  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  nature  and  eflence 
of  the  government,  and  contrary  to  its  vital  principles, 
both  in  theory  and  practice.     In  Romifh  ftates,  the  ex- 
clufive  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Pope  in  all  fpiritual  matters, 
fo  far  as  the  cognizance  of  the  caufe  and  pronouncing 
fentence,  either  in  the  firft  inftance  or  on  appeal,  is  ad- 
mitted to  exift  ;  but,  fays  this  author,  he  is  not  permitted  to 
execute  his  fentence,  where  it  affe&s  temporals,  without 
the    approbation  of   the    temporal   fovereignty   of   the 
Romifh  ftates  ;  therefore  his  fupremacy  is  not  admitted 
in  fuch  fta'tes.     This  is  a  miferable  fophifm  ;  for  as  long 
as  fuch  ftates  continue  Rornifh,  they  are  bound  by  the 
tenets  of  their  religion  to  execute,  and  do  execute  his 
fentences,  affecting  both  the  lives  and  properties  of  their 
fiibje&s,  that  is,  their  temporal  concerns  and  interefts, 
and  do  thereby  effectually  admit  his  fupremacy,  and  be- 
come his  minifters,  fervants,  and  executioners, 
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As  to  the  minor  propofition  of  this  author's  fyllogiftic 
argument,  to  wit,  that  in  Ireland,  a  P  rot  eft  ant  Jlate,  the 
consent  of  the  Jlate  cannot  be  procured  to  the  exercije  of  the 
juriJdiElion  of  the  Romijh  Church,  and  of  its  head  the  Pope  ; 
I  believe  it  is  now  true,  and  I  hope  it  will  always  con- 
tinue fo ;  becaufe  I  hope  our  rulers  in  this  Proteitant 
Britifh  empire  never  will  be  induced  by  falfehood,  fraud, 
and  fophiftry,  to  transfer  to  Romanifts  the  political  power 
of  the  flate,  which  they  would  not,  nor  could  not,  if 
they  continued  Romanifts,  fail  to  ufe  for  the  introduction 
of  their  own  faith  as  orthodox,  and  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
Proteftant  faith  as  heretical,  and  confequently  for  the 
eftablilhment  of  the  Pope's  fupremacy  among  their  other 
religious  errors.  To  give  this  minor  propofition  the 
effect  which  this  author  intends,  it  is  not  fufficient  that 
it  be  admitted  to  be  now  true,  but  it  muft  be  fuppofed 
that  in  Ireland  it  will  always  continue  true,  that  is.  that 
though  Romanifts  be  admitted  into  the  fupretne  legiflative 
and  executive  authorities  of  the  ftate,  yet  they  never  will 
be  able,  on  account  of  their  prefent  weaknefsand  poverty, 
to  overturn  the  Proteftant  eftablifhment,  and  confequently 
that  it  cannot  be  hurtful  to  the  ftate  to  admit  them. 
This  is  at  beft  a  negative  argument ;  it  does  not  tend  to 
prove  that  it  would  be  ufeful  to  the  ftate  to  admit  them, 
but  that  it  would  not  be  pernicious  or  detrimental  to  do 
fo  ;  and  it  at  the  fame  time,  in  fome  meafure,  admits, 
that  if  they  were  powerful  it  would  be  dangerous  for 
Proteftants  to  admit  them,  and  confequently  that  Pro- 
teftants  have  a  good  right  to  believe  that  they  would  ufe 
any  political  power  they  may  acquire,  for  the  fubverfion 
of  the  prefent  eftabliftiment ;  and  this  the  author  more 
explicitly  admits  fn  more  than  one  pailkge,  intimating  to 
Proteftants,  that  if  they  will  admit  Romanifts  to 
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the  fupreme  legiflative  and  executive  capacities,  they  may 
have  the  guaranty  of  England  for  the  fecurity  of  their 
church  eftablifhment  ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  *  Your 
church  eftablimment,  which  in  the  prefent  conftitution 
of  the  (late  is  fecurey  will  be  rendered  infecure  by  your 
admifiion  of  us  into  the  fupreme  legiflative  and  executive 
capacities  ;  and  in  that  cafe  you  muft  apply  to  your  friend 
and  neighbour  for  that  fecurity  which  you  had  in  your 
own  hands,  but  which  yon  have  foolifhly  relinqui filed.' 
And  this  argument  he  makes  ufe  of,  when  he  is  appa- 
rently endeavouring  to  diffuade  the  Irifh  nation  from 
confenting  to  an  Incorporating  Union  with  Great  Britain, 
and  confequently  to  loofen  the  bands  of  connexion  of 
the  two  countries. 
>flrwM-&d  ,»«;'.,.<:  o?  vufi'mr  • 

The  conclufion,  however,  drawn  by  this  author  from 
thefc  premifes,  is  not  warranted  by  them,  though  the 
truth  of  the  premifes  be  admitted  ;  for,  even  in  that  cafe, 
it  can  be  proved  that  much  mifchief  may  arife  to  the 
Proteftant  ftate  of  Ireland  from  the  admiflion  of  Ro- 
manifts  to  the  legiflative  and  higheft  executive  capacities; 
and  firfl  from  this  author's  own  ftatement.  In  the  fecond 
page  of  his  pamphlet  he  ftates  the  proportion  of  Irifh 
Romanifls  to  Irifh  Proteftants  to  be  four  or  five  to  one. 
This  is  a  grofs  exaggeration  ;  but  I  am  now  arguing 
from  his  own  affertions.  In  a  commercial  country,  pro- 
perty is  continually  changing  hands :  landed  eftates, 
where  there  is  no  reftraint  of  alienation,  change  mafters, 
not  fo  rapidly  as  perfonal  property,  but  though  in  a 
flower,  yet  not  lefs  certain  progreffion  :  in  the  courfe  of 
trade,  the  induflrious  and  indigent  are  continually 
emerging  into  opulence;  landed  property  in  this  country 
Is  every  day  at  market,  and  by  purchafe  comes  to  the 
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poffeflion  of  the  fuccefsful  merchant,  mechanic,  and 
farmer:  hence  if  in  Ireland  the  mafs  of  the  people,  that 
is,  five  to  one,  he  Romanics,  though  at  prefent  the  bulk 
of  the  property  of  the  nation  be  in  the  hands  of  Pro- 
teftants,  yet  it  will  fhift  into  thofe  of  Romanics,  by  a 
progredion  certain,  and,  confidering  the  alledged  difpro- 
portion  of  numbers,  not  very  flow.  The  Iriih  Roman- 
ifts  have  been  very  lately  admitted  to  every  civil  fran- 
chife  enjoyed  by  the  Irifh  Proteftants,  except  to  the 
capacity  of  fitting  in  Parliament,  and  of  occupying  about 
thirty  of  the  greateft  offices  of  the  ftate  ;  they  are  even 
rendered  capable  of  becoming  members  of  all  corpora- 
tions in  the  kingdom.  If  then  they  (hall  be  admitted  to 
fit  in  Parliament,  they  muft  at  a  period  not  very  diftant, 
as  property,  admitted  by  this  author  to  be  the  bafis  of 
reprefentation,  fhifts  to  their  fcale,  be  the  reprefentatives 
in  Parliament  of  all  the  counties,  and  of  all  the  boroughs 
diftinguimed  by  the  name  of  pot-walloping,  and,  by  lefs 
rapid  degrees,  of  all  or  moft  of  the  other  boroughs  in  the 
kingdom  ;  that  is,  they  will  in  a  ftiort  time  compofe  the 
whole,  or  at  leaft  a  vaft  majority  of  the  Houfe  .of  Com- 
mons. Their  Peers  (at  prefent  indeed  very  few)  will  fit 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  fo  that  in  our  fupreme  legiflative 
body  they  will  form  one,  and  infinitely  the  moft  powerful 
branch,  and  have  a  confiderable  influence  in  the  fecond, 
and  will  have  power  fufficient  to  force  the  third  or  regal 
branch  to  a  compliance  with  all  their  fchemes,  and  oblige 
it  to  fill  all  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate  with  Romanifts, 
and  introduce  as  many  of  them  as  may  amount  to  a  ma- 
jority into  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  Hence  it  is  obvious, 
from  this  author's  own  ftatement,  that  by  admitting  Ro- 
manifts to  form  part  of  the  fupreme  legiflative  power  of 
the  ftate,  they  will  by  degrees  fwallow  up  the  whole, 
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awe  the  executive  into  their  meafures,  and  fubvert  the 
Proteftant  eftablifliment  in  Ireland  from  the  foundation  ; 
for  a  Romauift  is  bound,  by  the  tenets  of  his  religion,  to 
the  beft  of  his  power  to  exterminate  all  heretics,  and 
deftroy  all  heretical  eftabli  foments ;  and  this  author  will 
not,  I  believe,  deny,  that  all  Romanifts  hold  all  Proteft- 
ants  to  be  heretics  ;  and  as  he  is  alfo  by  the  fame  religion 
bound  to  eftablifh  it  in  the  room  of  the  one  fubverted, 
and  to  execute  the  decrees  of  the  Church  of  Rome  and 
of  its  head  the  Pope,  the  fupremacy  in  fpirituals,  to 
•which  a  vaft  temporal  power  is  annexed,  and  from  which 
it  is  infeparable,  will  be  in  effect  and  reality  torn  from 
the  ftate,  and  vefted  in  the  Pope,  with  his  confiftory, 
nuncios,  and  minifters ;  and  the  halcyon  days  of  Queen 
Mary,  and  of  the  bonfires  and  triumphs  of  Popery,  will 
return  ;  the  writ  de  Heretlco  comburendo  will  again  re- 
ceive the  fan&ion  of  Parliament.  Such  is  the  ftatement 
by  which  this  author  endeavours  to  perfuade  Iriih  Pro- 
teftants  to  betray  the  political  power  of  the  ftate,  and  the 
fecurity  of  their  own  lives  and  properties,  into  Romifh 
hands ! 

But  waving  all  advantage  which  the  grofs  exaggerations 
and  miftatements  of  this  author,  or  the  weaknefs  of  his 
arguments,  may  afford,  I  will  expofe  the  mifchief  to  the 
Proteftant  ftate  of  Ireland  which  muft  arife  by  the  ad- 
miflion  of  Romanifts  into  Parliament,  from  the  very 
nature  of  its  conftitution  and  government,  and  the  true 
ftate  of  its  population,  relative  numbers,  and  views  of 
the  different  clafles  of  its  inhabitants. 

i 

The  fovereign  power  of  Ireland  is  vefted  in  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons  ;  and  whatever  prince  wears  the 

diadem 


diadem  of  Great  Britain,  he  is  ipfo  faElo  King  of  Ireland  : 
its  population  cannot  much  exceed  three  millions  of  peo- 
ple ;  one  third  at  lead  of  the  inhabitants  are  Proteftants, 
two  thirds  only  are  Romanifts  :  upwards  of  two  millions 
of  the  inhabitants  are  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  poverty,  that  they 
cannot  pay  a  yearly  tax  to  the  ftate  of  four- pence  per  head 
•without  the  greateft  diftrefs,  and  nine  tenths  of  thefe  are 
Romanifts.  (See  Appendix,  No.  i.)  All  fubje&s  of  a  ftate, 
•who  deny  that  the  fupreme  power  by  which  that  ftate  is 
conflitutionally  governed  is  exclufively  entitled  to  enacl 
and  execute  all  laws  for  the  good  government  of  that  ftate, 
and  who  maintain,  as  part  of  their  religious  creed,  that  a 
power  exifts  extraneous  and  feparate  from  that  ftate,  and 
not  under  its  control  and  dominion,  which  can  make  laws, 
and  enforce  their  execution  among  the  fubjedls  of  that 
ftate  in  many  particular?,  are  enemies  to  its  independence, 
and  traitors.  Irifh  Romanifts  univerfally  maintain,  as 
an  immutable  tenet  of  their  religion,  the  fupremacy  of  the 
Pope  in  all  fpiritual  matters  within  this  kingdom.  See  the 
above  quotations  from  Dr.  Troy  (who  ftyles  the  power  of 
the  ftate  to  determine  within  itfelf,  and  by  its  own  judi- 
catories,  all  ecclefiaftical  causes,  an  ufurpation)^  and  all 
other  Romiih  writers  on. .the  fame  fubjech  Romanifts 
will  not  take  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  before  ftated.  It  is 
utterly  impoffible  and  impracticable  to  feparate  a  van; 
portion  of  temporal  power  and  influence  from  fpiritual 
fupremacy  :  herefy  is  of  fpiritual  cognizance,  fo  is  matri- 
mony ;  Romanifts  hold  it  tosbe  a  facrament ;  and  as  to 
its  validity,  their  canons  are  in  many  inftances  different 
from  ours,  they  declaring  marriages  null  and  void,  which 
by  our  laws  are  valid,  and  vice  verfa.  What  degree  of 
temporal  power  and  influence  does  the  fupremacy  in  fpi- 
rituals  derive  from  the  exclufive  jurifdidion  refpecling 
5  herefy  ? 


Irerefy  ?  Look  to  the  Lateran  Council  already  quoted ! 
What  degree  of  temporal  power  and  influence  does  the 
exclufive  matrimonial  jurifdiclion  confer  ?  Legitimacy 
and  fucceflion  to  property  real  and  perfonal,  and  almoft 
every  combination  of  circumftances  under  which  fuch 
fucceffion  might  be  claimed,  depend  on  the  matrimonial 
jurifdidion.  A  thoufand  other  inftances  can  be  adduced 
of  the  infeparability  of  fupreme  jurifdiclion  in  fpiritual, 
from  vaft  power  and  influence  in  temporal  concerns. 
The  Popes  for  ages  have  ufurped  temporal  authority  as 
incident  to  their  fpiritual  fupremacy  in  various  Chriftian 
ftates,  and  under  that  title  alone ;  and  as  to  the  extent  and 
influence  of  this  jurifdiclion,  the  decline  of  the  Pope's 
power  as  a  temporal  prince  does  not  in  the  lead  diminifh 
them  :  as  a  temporal  prince,  the  Pope  never  was  confider- 
able;  the  efTence  of  his  ufurpation  is  in  his  dominion 
over  the  minds  of  Romanics  in  the  ftate;  if  they  are  very 
numerous,  they  muft  be  dangerous  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  wealth,  and  influence  in  a  Proteftant  ftate, 
though  the  Pope  mould  be  completely  ftripped  of  all  his 
dominions  and  territories.  The  tyranny  exerted  by  the 
Pope  in  temporals,  under  colour  of  his  fpiritual  fupre- 
macy, is  painted  in  our  hiftories,  arid  in  the  preambles  of 
the  ftatutes  enacted  both  in  England  and  Ireland  for 
abolifhing  his  ufurpation.  See  the  Englifh  ftatutes  25th 
Henry  VIII.  chap,  21.;  32d  Henry  VIII.  chap.  38. ; 
ift  of  Elizabeth,  chap,  i.;  and  Irifh  ftatutes  28th 
Henry  VIII.  chap,  13.19.;  33d  Henry  VIII.  chap.  6. ; 
2d  of  Elizabeth,  chap.  i.  The  late  Lord  Chefterfield, 
whom  no  man  will  accufe  of  much  prejudice  jn  reli- 
gious matters,  when  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  1745, 
exprefled  himfelf,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  Throne  to  the 
Irifh  Parliament,  in  the  following  manner  :  *  However, 

«   I  leave 
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«  I  leave  to  your  confideration  whether  nothing  further 
4  can  be  done,  either  by  new  laws,  or  the  more  effe&ua! 
«  execution  of  thofe  in  being,  to  fecure  this  nation  againft 
«  the  great  number  of  Papifts,  whofe  fpeculative  errors 
*  would  only  deferve  pity,  did  not  their  pernicious  influence 
«  on  civil  fociety  require  and  authorize  reftraint?  This 
Lord  was  one  of  thofe  men  who,  according  to  the  author 
of  '  The  Cafe  of  Ireland  Re-confidcred?  was  prejudiced 
and  ill-informed,  when  compared  with  himfelfl  And 
now  I  a(k  this  author,  whether  he  can  produce  a  fmgle 
inftance  in  which  a  ftate  having  fufficient  power  to  ex- 
clude all  traitors  from  its  fovereignty,  voluntarily  called 
them  to  the  exercife  of  fupreme  power  ?  This  would  be 
the  cafe,  if  Romanifts  in  Ireland  were  admitted  into  the 
Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons;  for  in  thefe  Houfes,  in 
conjunction  with  the  King,  and  not  in  the  King  alone,  is 
lodged  the  fupreme  power  of  the  ftate  ;  and  fuch  is  the 
peculiar  chara&eriftic  of  our  conftitution,  which  is  a  li- 
mited monarchy  :  if  the  Government  of  Ireland  were 
guilty  of  fuch  folly,  it  would  richly  merit  political  diflb- 
lution,  and  might  be  juftly  termed  felo  de  fe.  Shall  we 
give  voices  in  the  fupreme  legislative  aflembly,  inverted 
with  the  fovereign  power,  to  thofe  who  are  taught  by 
their  religion  not  only  to  renounce  and  difobey,  but  to 
vilify  and  traduce  the  fupremacy  of  that  Legiflature,  and 
who  thus  ally  fuperftition  with  treafon,  and,  as  it  were, 
fan&ify  rebellion?  In  the  Britifh  empire,  experience  has 
fhown  the  folly,  naymadnefs,  of  inverting  Romanifts  with 
fupreme  power.  King  James  the  Second,  who  was  per- 
verted from  the  Proteftant  religion  to  Popery  during  his 
exile,  no  fooner  afcended  the  Throne,  than  he  fet  every 
engine  to  work,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftabliming  Popery  on 
the  ruins  of  the  religion  of  his  country  :  he  was  a  prince 
4  not 


(    3'     ) 

not  deftitute  of  qualities  which  might  have  fecuretf  to  him 
the  affection  of  his  fubjeCls,  both  as  a  man  and  a  mo- 
narch ;  but  his  unfortunate  attachment  to  Popery  made 
him  fet  at  nought  all  political  and  moral  obligation  ;  re- 
gardlefs  of  his  coronation  oath,  he  made  ufe  of  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  his  fituation  afforded  him,  to  violate  every 
principle  of  the  conftitution,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fur* 
rendering  the  fupremacy  of  the  (late  to  a  foreign  judica- 
tory,  attempting  tofubjugate  the  independent  Britifh  em- 
pire to  the  Papacy,  to  (hare  the  regal  authority  with  the 
Pope,  and  to  reign  partly  as  his  vatfal :  the  obligation  of  a 
folemn  oath  yielded  to  his  bigotry,  arid  he  reduced  to  prac- 
tice the  Romifh  doctrine,  that  all  oaths,  the  obligations  of 
which  militate  in  any  rcfpect  againft  the  tenets  of  their 
church,  are  in  themfelves  impious,  unlawful,  and  void. 
His  conduct  is  a  perpetual  lefTon  to  Proteftants,  not  to 
rely  with  too  much  confidence  on  the  oaths  of  Romanics, 
the  obligations  of  which  operate  againil  their  religious 
opinions. 

The  above  arguments  alfo  prove  the  mifcliief  which 
muft  arife  from  committing  to  Romanics  the  higher  ex- 
ecutive offices  of  the  (late  ;  they  would  be  thereby  en- 
trufted  with  the  execution  of  laws,  which  they  are  bound 
in  confcience  to  refift,  and  which  they  look  upon  as  im- 
pious and  heretical.  Common  fenfe  exclaims  againft 
fuch  monftrous  and  deftructive  projects  of  innovation  ! 
All  Proteftants  muft  for  ever  deprecate  and  oppofe  the 
granting  any  part  of  the  fupreme  power  of  the  (late,  whe- 
ther legiflative  or  executive,  to  Romanifts,  who  muft  ever 
direct  that  power  unceafingly  to  the  deftruction  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  and  the  eftablidiment  of  their  own  ; 
and  this  they  can  never  have  any  reafonable  hope  to  effect, 

fave 


(    3*    ) 

fave  by  a  total  change  in  the  conftitution.  It  is  impof- 
fible  that  any  Romanift  can  honeftly  and  zealoufly  admi- 
nifter  the  affairs  of  a  Proteftant  ftate  ;  he  would  ceafe  to 
be  a  Romanift,  if  he  did  not  perfeveringly  aim  at  fupre- 
inacy,  and  the  paramount  eftabliihment  of  the  Rcmifh 
religion.  Romanics  could  not  be  content  to  fhare  equal 
power  with  thofe  they  believe  to  be  heretics :  the  mod 
facred  engagements  (as  we  fee,  among  a  thoufand  inftances, 
in  the  conducl  of  James  the  Second),  if  contrary  to,  or 
not  coinciding  with,  the  interefts  of  their  church,  are  by 
that  church  diifolved,  and  declared  void. 

The  argument  of  this  author,  that  reprefentation  by 
the  Britifh  conftitution  is  in  the  fame  ratio  with  property, 
that  Proteftant  property  is  to  that  of  Romifti  property  in 
Ireland  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one,  and  that  confe- 
quently  no  danger  can  accrue  to  the  Proteftant  intereft  by 
the  admiffion  of  Romanifts  into  Parliament,  I  have  an- 
fwered  pretty  fully  already,  from  the  fluctuation  of  pro- 
perty in  a  commercial  ftate,  from  the  relative  numbers  of 
Irifh  Proteftants  and  Romanifts,  and  the  avowed  political 
creed  of  the  latter  clafs.  But  though  I  were  to  admit, 
that  property  and  confequent  reprefentation  would  always 
remain  in  the  fame  ratio,  yet  I  can  point  out  many  mif- 
chiefs  to  the  eftablifhment  in  church  and  ftate,  which 
would  moft  certainly  flow  from  the  aclmiflion  of  Romanifts 
to  feats  in  Parliament.  When  King  James  the  Second  un- 
dertook the  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  eftabliihment  in 
England  and  Ireland,  the  two  great  branches  of  the  fu- 
preme  authority  of  both  nations,  to  wit,  the  Houfes  of 
Lords  and  Commons,  confifted  of  Proteftants  only.  The 
fupreme  executive,  being  only  one  branch  of  the  fove- 
reign  authority  of  the  empire,  attempted  to  carry  into 

execution 
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execution  this  defperate  project; :  hiftory  informs  us  it 
was  very  near  fucceeding,  and  would  with  certainty  have 
fucceeded,  at  leaft  in  Ireland,  had  not  a  great  continental 
power,  nearly  allied  to  the  Throne,  interfered  for  our  pre- 
fervation,  roufed  the  energy  of  the  empire,  and  defeated 
a  defign  founded  in  bigotry,  and  confequent  perjury.  At 
that  time  one  branch  of.  the  fupreme  authority  was  near 
effecting  fo  defperate  an  enterprife  ;  what  mifchiefs  and 
innovations  may  not  be  expected,  in  cafe  the  other  two 
branches,  or  either  of  them,  and  particularly  the  popular 
branch,  the  Houte  of  Commons,  (hould  become  even  par- 
tially corrupted  with  Romifii  bigotry,  hoRile,  and  :n?* 
curably  fo,  to  the  conftitution  both  in  Church  and  State  f. 
All  perfons  know  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  if  unin- 
fluenced by  the  monarchy  and  ariftocracy,  could  fubvert 
the  ftate  ;  it  did  fo  once,  and  if  led  by  defperate  and 
wicked  politicians,  might  do  fo  again  :  the  very  exiftence 
of  our  political  eftabliihment  depends  on  the  conftitu- 
ticnal  influence  of  the  King  and  Peers  among  the  Com- 
mons ;  and  is  it  confiftent  with  the  rules  of  political  wif- 
dom,  to  fuffer  any  part  of  that  afTembly  to  be  compofed  of 
the  determined,  deadly,  irreclaimable  enemies  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  empire  ?  This 
author  fuppofes  that  a  tenth  part  of  that  Houfe  would  be 
immediately  occupied  by  Romim  reprefentatives,  in  ca^e 
they  were  admitted  to  fit  in  Parliament  ;  but  whatevar 
their  number  might  be  at  firil,  it  certainly  would  con- 
ftantly  increafe,  from  the  fhifting  of  property  in  com- 
mercial countries  to  that  clafs  of  fubjects  which  is  moft 
numerous.  The  concefTion  then  to  Romanifts  of  the  ca- 
pacity of  fitting  in  Parliament,  would  be  the  immediate 
admiffion  of  thirty  members  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Determined  enemies  of  the  conltiunion  in  Church  and  State, 

o  who 
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•who  would  be  always  ready  to  join  any  difcorrtented 
party  in  Parliament  in  oppofition  to  the  Crown  and  its 
Minifters  ;  any  fet  of  profligate  defperadoes ;  the  profefled 
patrons  of  two  oppofition  meafures,  dignified  with  the 
fpecious  and  impofing  titles  of  Emancipation  and  Reform, 
flgnifying,  in  the  vocabulary  of  the  Irifli  Rebels,  Popery, 
and  Republicanism  (as  is  fully  proved  in  the  Reports  of  the 
Secret  Committees  of  the  Britifh  and  Irifh  Houfes  of  Lords 
and  Commons),  or  in  any  other  meafures  for  the  deftrue- 
tionof  the  conflitution.  Romilh  Irifh  members  of  Par- 
liament would  fupport  emancipation  from  the  principles- 
of  their  religion, .and  reform  as  ancillary  to  emancipation, 
becaufe  moft  of  the  boroughs  are  at  prefent  under  the  in-* 
fluence  of  Proteftants  ;  and  though  Romanics  are  ren- 
dered capable  of  being  members  of  corporations  by  the 
sicl  of  1793  in  their  favour,  yet  it  will  take  fometime  be- 
fore its  operation  can  enfure  to  them  any  domineering  in- 
tcreft  in  boroughs:  beiides,  the  Irifh  Romanics  are  now 
iilmoft  univerfally  determined  Republicans,  as  I  mail 
hereafter  mow.  , 

It  is  pretty  certain,  if  Romanics  were  admiflible  into 
Parliament,  that  a  greater  number  of  them  would  obtain 
feats,  than  their  property  entitles  them  to  expect,  on  the 
fcale  laid  down  by  this  author  ;  for  the  lovveft  orders  of 
the  Irifh  population  are  almoft  all  Rom  an  i  ft  s,  and  parti- 
cularly the  Irifli  peasantry.  Mr.  Tone,  in  his  State  of 
Ireland,  drawn  up  for  the  ufe  of  the  French  Convention, 
Hates,  that  the  whole  of  the  Irifli  peafantry  may  be  faid 
to  be  Romanics,  and  feim-barbarous.  The  Irifh  Pro- 
teftant  Nobility  and  Gentry,  after  the  paffing  of  the  a£l 
which  enabled  Romanics  to  vote  at  elections  of  members 
«»f  Parliament,  Teemed  to  be  feized  with  a  mania  for  mak- 
ing 
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ing  forty-milling  freeholders,  each  vying  with  his  heigh> 
hour  for  qualifying  the  greateft  number  of  voters  at  county 
elections  ;  and  mod  of  their  tenantry  being  Romanifts^ 
they  made  forty-fhilling  freeholders  of  a  vaft  number  of 
them,  under  the  vain  opinion,  that  they  would  be  always 
able  to  command  their  votes  :  hence,  in  many  counties,  the 
forty-milling  Romilh  freeholders  exceed  in  numbers  the 
Proteftant  freeholders,  and  woful  experience  has  now 
proved  to  the  Proteftant  landlords  their  miftake,  in  fup- 
pofing  that  the  votes  of  their  Romifh  tenants  would  be  at 
their  difpofal  ;  for  in  the  late  Romilh  Rebellion  it  was  re- 
markable, that  the  infurgent  pcafants  purfued  their  land- 
lords with  the  greateft  inveteracy,  murdered  fuch  of  them 
as  fell  into  their  hands,  burned  their  houfes,  and  wafted 
their  property  :  in  fa6t,  thefe  half-favages  are  moftly  under 
the  direction  and  influence  of  their  priefts,  who  would 
generally  fway  county  ele&ions ;  and  I  need  not  make 
ufe  of  many  arguments  to  prove,  that  the  perfons  elected 
as  reprefentatives  for  moft  of  the  counties  would  very  foon 
be  all  Romanifts,  whether  they  had  property  or  not:  the 
fame  would  be  the  cafe  in  all  or  moft  of  the  boroughs  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Pot-walloping;  of  which,  I 
think,  there  are  eight  in  the  kingdom  :  fo  that  the  Romifh 
rcprefentation  would  immediately  amount  to  much  more 
than  a  tenth  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  this  would 
be  an  evil  daily  increafing.  All  thefe  Romilh  reprefejit- 
atives  would  moft  certainly  unite  together,  and  act  in 
conjunction  with  every  difcontented  party  againft  the  Go- 
vernment, whilft  it  continued  Proteftant  ;  and  as  all  fuch 
parties  would  join  the  Romanifts  in  making  breaches  in. 
the  conftitution  favourable  to  their  views,  to  procure  their 
co-operation  in  their  own  defigns,  what  incalculable  mif- 
chiefs  muft  arife,  and  what  certain  ruin  to  the  prefent 
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eftablimment  in  Church  and  State,  from  the  admiflion  of 
Romanics  into  Parliament !  I  am  firmly  perfuaded  thaf 
His  Majefty,  a  truly  pious  prince,  will  never1  be  induced 
to  concur  in  fo  fatal  a  meafure,  but  will  conceive  that  his 
concurrence  would  be  a  violation  of  his  coronation  oath, 
inafmuch  as  it  would  diredly  tend  to  the  overthrow  of 
that  religious  eflablifhment  which  he  has  folemnly  fvvorn 
to  maintain  and  defend* 

The  fecond  general  argument  of  this  author  on  which 
he  refts  the  RomiOi  claims  of  political  power,  viz.  that 
Romanifts  have  a  right  to  feats  in  Parliament  in  propor- 
tion to  their  property,  becaufe  property  is,  by  the  Britifh 
conftitution,  the  bails  of  reprefentation,  is  very  eafily  re* 
futed.  Admitting  property  to  be  the  bafis  of  reprefent- 
ation, yet  by  no  force  of  argument  can  it  be  proved,  that 
a  clafs  of  people,  from  religious  principle  the  determined 
enemies  of  the  ftate,  traitors  in  theory,  and  always  in  prac- 
tice, when  they  dare,  be  their  property  what  it  may,  have 
a  right  to  be  admitted  into  the  fupreme  legiflative  power 
of  the  ftate;  they  ought  to  be  excluded  by  every  principle 
on  which  civil  focieties  are  founded  :  and  ib  far  from 
being  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  any  political  power  in 
a  ftate,  they  ought  to  be  extremely  well  contented  with,, 
and,  if  they  have  any  fparks  of  gratitude,  very  thankful 
for,  being  permitted  to  remain  within  the  territories  of 
the  Rate,  and  enjoy  the  protection  and  benefits  of  it.  Pro- 
t.eftant  ftatcs  affording  fuch  indulgence  to  their  Roinifh 
fubj^dls  ad  on  a  true  Chriftian  principle  ;  they  forgiv* 
their  enemies,  perfecutors,  and  ilandercrs,  heap  benefits 
tspon  them,  and  deprive  them  of  nothing,  except  the  powef 
of  injuring  their  protedors.  The  greater  part  of  the 
above  reafoning  applies  as  well  to  the  rejection  of  Ro- 


(    37    J 

manifts  from  feats  in  the  United  Parliament,  when  an  In- 
corporating Union  (hall  take  place  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  as  from  feats  in  the  I  rim  Parliament :  their 
admiflion  into  either  would  be  a  fatal  breach  in  the  confti- 
tution  :  the  confequence  of  fuch  an  innovation  in  Eng- 
land I  mail  hereafter  enlarge  on. 

I  mail  conclude  this  part  of  my  anfwer  to  the  author's 
Tophiftical  argument,  to  prove  the  Romifh  principle  of 
Papal  fupremacy  to  be  no  reafonable  objection  to  Ro- 
inanifts  enjoying  part  of  the  fovereign  authority  of  the 
Proteftant  ftate  of  Ireland  by  fitting  in  Parliament,  and 
being  admitted  to  the  higheft  executive  offices,  with  ob- 
ferving  that  his  petulant  aiTertion,  that  no  well-informed 
man  would  make  it  twice,  is  in  fa£l  an  aiTertion,  that  all 
E'nglifli  and  I  rim  ftatefmen  and  fenators  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  the  Eighth,  Edward  the  Sixth,  Elizabeth,  and 
ever  fince,  were  ignorant  politicians  when  compared  with 
himfelf,  and  have  drawn  on  themfelves  the  contempt  of 
the  whole  world,  by  excluding  Romanifts  from  fovereign 
power,  as  he  in  one  place  exprefTes  himfelf.  Such  pre- 
fumption  and  ignorance  demonftrate  him  to  be  an  Irim- 
man,  bred  in  an  academy  of  modern  French  philofophers, 
the  only  rival  of  whofe  characterise  preemption  is  their 
ignorance. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  determine,  whether  this  author's 
next  argument  betrays  moft  ignorance  or  malice.  He  be- 
gins it  by  dating,  '  that  Roman  Catholics  do  not  deny  the 
«  fole  right  of  the  ftate  to  manage  the  concerns,  eftablifh- 
'  ment,  faith  and  difdpline  of  the  Church  of  England  ;' 
thereby,  indirectly,  but  not  lefs  decifively,  aiTerting,  that 
the  faith  and  difcipline  of  the  Church  of  England  are  mere 
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creatures  of  ftate  policy,  and  that  fuch  faith  is  not  founded 
on,  nor  its  difcipline  regulated  by,  the  holy  Scriptures, 
the  revealed  word  of  God,  but  is  of  mere  human  inven- 
tion, or  rather  impofition  : — mod  condefcendingadmifiion 
of  this  Romifh  writer  !  At  the  very  time  he  is  endea- 
vouring to  perfuade  Proteftants  to  acquicfce  in  the  Romifli 
claims,  he  cannot,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Popery,  forbear  in- 
troducing, in  almoft  every  paragraph,  fome  fneer  or  ma- 
lignant falfehood  againft  the  eftablifhed  church.  The 
Hate  has  not  afTumed  the  power  in  the  Britifh  empire  to 
manage  the  faith  of  its  fubjecls,  fo  far  as  that  faith  relates 
merely  to  fpiritual  concerns,  if  by  managing  is  meant  the 
determining  the  articles  of  faith:  all  fuch  are  determined 
by  convocations  of  the  Clergy,  according  to  the  doctrines 
laid  down  in  the  holy  Scriptures  :  the  fame  is  true  with 
refpecl:  to  the  difcipline  of  the  Church,  which  is  fettled 
and  regulated  by  the  canons  agreed  on  in  convocation, 
which  convocation  fits  by  the  authority  of  the  Crown.  As 
to  the  eftablimment  and  revenues  of  the  Church,  the  Bri- 
tilh  ftate  does  always  interfere,  as  they  relate  to  the  tem- 
poral concerns  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity  both  ;  and  hence 
the  canons  agreed  on  at  convocation,  relating  necelfarily 
totemporal  matters,  as  well  as  fpiritual,  indiflblubly  con- 
nected, muft,  to  give  them  a  temporal  authority,  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  fovereign  power;  but  they  bind  the 
Clergy,  without  the  fandion  of  Parliament,  in  all  points 
of  faith  and  difcipline.  The  authority  of  Parliament  is 
alfo  necefTary  to  warrant  and  enforce  the  public  exercife 
of  religion  ;  and  fuch  interference  of  the  itate  the  en- 
croaching fyftem  of  the  Romifh  church  on  the  temporal 
power  of  princes  and  ftates  throughout  the  Chriftian  world 
made  abfolutely  neceffary,  multiplying  corruptions  in  that 
particular  for  a  ferics  of  centuries.  After  thus  fneering 

malicioufly 
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rnalicioufly  at  the  eftablifhed  church,  this  author  proceeds  i 
c  Roman  Catholics  do  not  admit  the  King  of  England  to  be 
f  fpiritual  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  nor  do  the 
'  Prefbytcrians  admit  him  to  be  head  of  theirs  :  this  was  not 
f  a  reafonfor  excluding  the  Scotch  from  a  flare  in  the  Legif- 
'  lature  of  the  country  they  were  united  to  ;  why  then/hould  it 

*  exclude  the  Irijh  ?''     It  is  to  be  obferved  firft,  that  he  irU 
flnuates  the  Romifli  church  is  the  church  of  the  Irifh  in 
general  ;  I  (hall  hereafter  expofe  the  fraud  of  that  infinu- 
ation  ;  but  I  muft  firft  examine  his  argument,  admitting, 
that  I  verily  believe  from  fome  other  paflages  in  his  pam- 
phlet, it  is  partly  founded  on  the  author's  profound  igno- 
rance of  the  laws  of  his  country,  which  he  manifefts  in 
more  than   one  inftance,   when  writing  pn  the  repealed 
Irifh  Popery  code,  and  its  effe&s  in  fociety. 

The  original  Oath  of  Supremacy,  as  ordained  to  bq 
taken  by  the  28th  of  Henry  VIII.  chap.  13.  contained 
the  following  claufe  :  *  mall  accept,  repute,  and  take  the 
'  King's  Majefty  to  be  the  the  only  fupreme  head  on  earth 
'  of  the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland.'  This  oath  was 
complained  of,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  a  facerdotal 
power  in  the  temporal  fovereign.  Queen  Elizabeth,  after 
her  acceflion,  when  file  caufed  the  laws  againft  the  Pope's 
authority,  which  had  been  repealed  by  her  fifter  Mary,  to 
be  re-enacted,  altered  Henry's  Oath  of  Supremacy,  or 
rather  caufed  an  entirely  new  Oath  to  be  enacted  in  the 
room  of  Henry's  :  in  this  new  Oath  of  Supremacy  is  the 
following  claufe  :  '  I  — ; —  do  utterly  teftify  and  declare 

*  in  my  confcience,  that  the  Queen's  Highnefs  is  the  only 

*  fupreme  governor  of  this  realm,  and  of  all  other  her  High- 
(  n^fs's  dominions  and  countries,   as  uell  in  all  fpiritual 
'  or  ecchfitiftical  things  or  caujcs  as  in  temporal^  (Sec  Irifll 
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,  2d  Eliz.  chap.  T.  feel.  7.)  And  to  prevent  all  cavil, 
the  Queen  publifhed  an  explanation  of  this  Oath  of 
Supremacy,  declaring,  <  that  fhe  did  not  under  colour 
<  thereof  claim  any  prieftly  power,  but  merely  under 
'  God  to  have  the  fovereignty  and  rule  over  all  manner  of 
'  perfons  born  within  her  dominions,  of  what  eftate,  whe- 

*  ther  ecclefiaftical  or  temporal,  foever  they  be,  fo  as  no 

*  other  foreign  power  (hall  or  ought  to  have  any  fuperi- 

*  ority  over  them.'    (See  ift  vol.  Carte's  Hiftory  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  page  38.)     This  Oath  of  Supremacy 
was  afterwards  abrogated  by  the  Englifh  a 61  of  the  I  ft  of 
William  and  Mary,  and  a  new  Oath  was  fubftituted  in 
its  place  :  for  it  was  found  that  King  James  the  Second, 
under  the  fanclion  of  this  Oath,  had  afTumed  a  moft  un- 
conftitutional   power  in  the  affairs  of  the  Church,  and 
nfed  it  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  eftabliftied  conftitution 
in  Church  and  State,     By  this  new  Oath  all  perfons,  to 
whom  it  was  by  law  adminiftered,  only  declaimed  and  ab- 
jured all  foreign  authority  or  jurifdi£lion    In    ecclefiaftical 

matters  within  the  realm.)  and  did  not  f wear  that  the  Mo- 
narch was  either  fupreme  heady  or  fupreme  governor  of  the 
Church  of  the  realm.  It  is  enacted,  that  this  Oath  fhalt  be 
taken  in  Ireland  as  well  as  in  England.  I  have  given 
this  Oath  at  large  before.  Hence  it  is  obvious,  that  Irifh 
Romanifls  are  not  excluded  from  Parliament,  and  from 
occupying  the  higheft  offices  in  the  ftate,  by  their  not  ad- 
mitting the  King  to  be  fupreme  head  of  the  Church,  as 
this  author  ignorantly  ftates,  but  they  exclude  themfelves 
by  refuting  to  abjure  the  authority  of  a  foreign  prince  and 
prelate  within  the  realm. 

The  Reformation  in  Scotland  was  introduced  by  di- 
vines who  were  the   difciples  of  Calvin :    his  doclrines 
5  were 


'were  univerfally  received  by  the  Reformed  In  Scotland  ; 
and  though  James  the  Firft  and  Charles  the  Firft  did  in- 
troduce epifcopacy  into  that  kingdom,  it  was  almoft  uni- 
verfally oppofed  by  the  mafs  of  the  people,  both  high  and 
low.  Epifcopacy  was  fubverted,  and  Prefbyterianifrji 
eflablimed  in  the  great  civil  war,  'which  commenced  in 
the  year  1641.  On  the  Reftoration,  epifcopacy  was  re- 
ftored,  and  held  its  place  with  great  difficulty  till  the 
Revolution  in  1688,  when  Prefbyterianifm  was  again  in- 
troduced in  Scotland  on  the  ruins  of  Epifcopacy,  and  was 
eflablifhed  by  the  King  and  Parliament,  as  the  religion  of 
the  ftate.  The  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  England 
and  Scotland  took  place  long  afterwards,  in  the  5th  year 
of  Queen  Anne  ;  and  previous  to  the  Union,  and  prepa- 
rative thereto,  an  acl  was  palled  in  England  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Church  of  England,  whereby  the  Acls  of  Uni- 
formity, as  they  then  flood,  are  declared  perpetual  ;  as 
alfo  all  other  acts  then  in  force  for  the  prcfervation  of  the 
Church  of  England  :  and  it  is  enacled,  thut  every  fubfe- 
quent  King  and  Queen  mall  take  an  oath  inviolably  to 
maintain  the  fame,  within  England,  Ireland,  Wales,  and 
the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  :  and  a  fimjlar  acl, 
previous  to  the  Union,  and  preparative  thereto,  was 
palTed  in  Scotland,  for  the  perpetual  fecurity  of  Prefby- 
terianifm in  that  kingdom,  being  then,  and  long  before, 
its  eflabliihed  religion.  Thefe  two  acls  are  inferled  in 
the  body  of  the  Acl:  of  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  ; 
and  by  that  acl  it  is  enacled,  that  the  aforefaid  two  a£ls 
fhall  for  ever  be  obfe-rved  as  fundamental  and  eflential 
conditions  of  the  Union.  The  twenty-fecond  article  of 
5the  conditions  of  that  Union  inferted  in,  and  ratified  by, 
J*ie  A61  of  Union,  provides,  that  all  members  of  the 

United 


United  Parliament,  Englifh  and  Scotch,  fliall,  previous 
to  their  voting  in  Parliament,  take  the  oath  already  men- 
tioned, fubftituted  by  the  ift  of  William  and  Mary  in 
the  room  of  the  former  Oath  of  Supremacy,  and  the  Oath 
«f  Abjuration  of  the  defendants  of  the  late  King  James 
the  Second,  and  repeat  and  fign  the  Declaration  againft 
Popery.  (See  Defoe's  Hiftory  of  the  Union,  and  the  Eng- 
Jiih  Statute  5th  Anne,  chap.  8.)  Sir  William  Blackftone 
obferves  on  this  A&  of  Union,  that  any  alteration  in  the 
conftitution  of  either  of  thefe  churches,  or  in  the  liturgy 
of  the  Church  of  England,,  would  be  an  infringement  ot 
thefe  fundamental  and  efTential  conditions,  and  greatly  en- 
danger the  Union.  (See  Blackftone's  Commentaries, 
oclavo  edit.  vol.  i.  page  98.) 

As  to  particulars  refpe£ting  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk 
of  Scotland,  I  confefs  myfelf  not  well  informed,  nor  can 
I  fay  whether  it  does,  or  does  not,  admit  the  King  to 
be  its  fupreme  head  ;  but  this  I  will  venture  to  advance, 
that  the  King's  Commiffioncr  fits  in  every  general  aflem- 
bly  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  the  (late  exercifes  pretty 
much  the  fame  controlling  power  over  that  Kirk,  as  it 
does  over  the  Church  of  England.  The  admifiion,  that 
the  King  is  fupreme  head  over  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  is 
not  required  as  a  qualification  for  a  Scotch  member  to  ik 
in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  nor  for  any  member, 
whether  Scotch  or  Englifh  :  but  the  abjuration  of  ail 
foreign  ecclefiaRical  or  fpirituul  joxifdi&ion  within  the 
realm  is  required  as  a  qualification  :  this  abjuration  all 
Scotch  members  actually  make,  and  therefore  they  are 
admitted  to  fit  in  Parliament;  but  all  Iriih  Romanics  ab>- 
.folutely  rcfufe  to  make  this  abjuration,  2nd  therefore  ex- 
elude  themfelves  from  thsit  privilege  i  and  the  author's 

argument,* 
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argument,  that  Irifli  Romanifts  mould  be  qualified  to  fit 
in  Parliament,  becaufe  Scotch  Prefbyterians  are  qualified 
fo  to  do,  is  a  compound  of  ignorance  and  fraud. 

It  is  here  proper  to  take  notice  of  another  argument  of 
this  author  fomewhat  of  the  fame  kind  with  the  former. 

*  Scotland'  (he  obferves,  in  page  10)  '  has  preferved  her 
f  religious  eftablifhment  in  oppofition  to  that  of  England, 

*  and  an  epifcopal  party  at  home ;'   and  from  thence  he 
deduces,   in  many  parts  of  his  pamphlet,  '  that  Popery 
<  fliould  be  the  eftabliihed  religion  in  Ireland,  in  cafe  of 

*  an  Union,  in  oppofition  to  that  of  England,  and  a  Pro- 
'  teftant  parly  in  Ireland/ 

The  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland  differ  but  little 
in  points  of  faith  ;  their  chief  difagreements  relate  to 
points  of  difcipline  :  they  are  both  Proteftant  churches, 
both  difavow  the  fpiritual  fupremacy  of  the  Pope,  both 
difclaim  all  partnership  of  dominion  within  the  realm  be- 
tween the  ftate  and  any  foreign  power  ;  and  as  to  this 
cardinal  point,  on  which  all  political  authority  and  legi- 
timate government  reft  in  the  Britiih  Empire,  thefe  two 
Churches  are  fo  far  from  being  in  oppofition,  that  there  is 
the  mod  per  feel:  harmony  between  them  :  no  dangerous 
convulsions  in  the  body  politic  by  the  clafhing  of  jurif- 
di&ions  can  arife  from  the  one  Church  being  eftablifhed 
in  one  part,  and  the  other  in  another  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  ;  nor  can  the  allegiance  of  the  fubjecT:  be  dif- 
tracled  by  the  conflict  of  contending  authorities.  Prefby- 
terianifm  was  the  £ftablimed  religion  of  Scotland  at  th6 
time  of  the  Union,  and  long  previous  to  it  ;  confequently 
Scotland  did  not  preferve  it  in  oppofition  to  England,  for 
England  did  not  attempt  to  fubvert  the  religion  of  Scot- 
)and,  or  claim  any  right  fo  to  do  ;  anci  it  is  a  very  ftrangc 

and 
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and  unwarranted  aflumption  of  this  author,  that  the  pre- 
fervation  of  that  which  I  am  in  full  undifturbed  poflef- 
fion  of  by  a  lawful  title,  and  the  enjoyment  of  which 
by  me  is  not  and  cannot  be  in  any  fhape  detrimental  to 
iny  neighbour,  is  retained  by  me  in  oppofition  to  him, 
on  my  concluding  a  treaty  with  him  for  a  clofer  connexion 
and  alliance. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  Prefent  State  of  Ireland  as  to 
Religion,  with  that  of  Scotland  at  the  time  of  the  Union 
with  England,  which  I  have  already  dated.  The  pre- 
fent  eftablifhed  religion  in  Ireland  is  the  Proteftant ;  and 
this  author's  argument  for  the  e ft abli foment  of  Popery  in 
Ireland,  in  cafe  of  an  Union,  deduced  from  the  religious 
date  of  Scotland  at  the  time  of  its  Union  with  England, 
is  thus:  At  the  Union,  Scotland  retained  her  edablifhed 
religion  in  oppofition  to  England  ;  ergay  Ireland,  on  an 
Union  with  England,  (liould  Itibvert  her  eftablifhed  reli- 
gion, being  the  fame  with  that  of  England,  and  fet  up 
Popery  as  her  edablifhment  in  oppofition  to  England! 
Such  reafoning  puts  me  in  mind  of  Swift's  dcfcription 
of  a  lady's  arguments  : 

(  Her  arguments  directly  tend 

*  Againd  the  fide  flic  would  defend* 

"The  inevitable  deduction  from  the  author's  datement  i-s 
dire£Uy  contrary  to  his,  It  follows  from  the  conduct  of 
Scotland  at  the  Union,  as  Hated  by  him,  that  Ireland 
ihould,  on  an  Union  with  Great  Britain,  preferve  her 
eflabliihed  religion  as  Scotland  did,  and  not  fuffer  it  to 
^e  fubverted,  impaired,  or  changed  ;  and  the  raare  fo, 
s,s  it  is  the  fame  with  that,  of  England. 

The 
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The  modefty  of  this  author,  difcoverable  from  Vi* 
pamphlet^  is  as  remarkable  as  any  other  of  his  qualities: 
he  with  great  condefcenfion  tells  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  that  he  will  confent  to  an  Union  of  Ireland  with 
their  kingdom,  provided  the  edablifhment  of  Popery  in 
Ireland  be  one  of  the  conditions  ;  and  he  calls  fuch  an 
Union  a  fair  and  broad  Union.  In  page  6  he  thus  ex~ 
preiles  himfelf:  *  I  think  it  right  to  declare  that  I 

*  am   no  enemy  to  this  meafure,  provided  it  be  a  fair 

*  and    broad  Union  ;'    and   this  his    mod  gracious  and 
conciliating  opinion  he  more  fully  explains   in  many  paf- 
fages  of   his   pamphlet,  evidently   aiming  at   ftriking  a 
bargain  with  the  Britifh  Government  for  an  Union  ;  the 
price  which  he  demands  for  the  confent  of  Irilh  Roman- 
ids  to  the  meafure  being  no  lefs  than  the  fubverfion  of 
the  Protedant  religion  in  Ireland  by  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  he  very  audacioufly   urges  the  expediency 
of  fuch  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  by 
magnifying  the  ftrength  of  the  Irifli  Romanifts,  by  the 
mod  impudent  threats  of  their  rebellion,  and  the  power- 
ful interference  of  his  old  aflbciates,  the  French  aflaflinsj 
on   their  behalf,  in   cafe  his  terms  be   reje&ed.     This 
traitorous  part  of  his  arguments  J  (hall  more  particularly 
notice  hereafter,  and  refer  to  the  paffages  in  his  pamphlet 
which  contain  them. 

As  this  writer  thinks  fit  in  fome  few  paflages  to  a  flu  me 
the  ma(k  of  what  he  efreems  moderation,  and  pretend 
that  all  he  requires  for  Irifh  Romanifts  is  a  full  equality 
of  all  kind  of  privileges,  and  the  enjoyment  of  part  of 
the  fovereignty  of  the  date  with  Proreftants  ;  (very  mo- 
derate requifitions  indeed  !)  which  be  endeavours  to  (how 

from 
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from  the  fuperiority  of  the  wealth  and  eflales  of  l*ro- 
teflants,  cannot  be  dangerous  to  the  flale;  it  may  not  be1 
amifs  here  to  take  a  peep  under  his  mafic,  where  may  be 
eafily  difcovered  the  hideous  and  ferocious  features  of  the 
French  Revolutionifl,.  in  all  their  terrific  deformity,  and( 
that  he  really  confiders  all  the  claims  he  makes  on  behalf 
of  Irifh  Romanifts  (and  which  he  afks  fometimes  as 
boons  in  a  flyle  of  flurcly  felicitation,  and  fometimes 
demands  them  with  infult  and  menace),  merely  as  the 
means  of  enabling  his  party  to  overturn  the  conftitution 
in  Church  and  State.  I  will  for  this  purpofe  felecl:  one 
paflage,  though  his  real  views  may  be  difcovered  by  al- 
moft  every  paifage  in  his  pamphlet.  In  page  40  he  writes 
thus :  *  I  am  now  come  to  that  important  truth,  which 

*  modern  political  writers  on  religious  eftablimments,  as 
'•  I  am  informed,  lay  down  as  a  principle,  that  every  fiat  e 
'  ought  to  eflablijh  the  religious  fe£t  which  is  mojl  numerous* 

*  If  the  necefftfy,  or  even  the  bare  utility  of  Religion  in  a  State 

*  be  admitted,  this  truth  forces  itfelf  on  the  mind  rnojl  ad- 

*  verfe  to  conviction,   as  imperioujly  as  thofe  axioms  which 
c  no  arguments  can  render  clearer.'     He  then  proceeds  to 
fhow,  that  no  religious  eflablimment  is  neceflary   in  a 
Irate,  *  becaufe  Popery  has  anfwered  all  the  true  purpofes 
'  of  religion  in  Ireland  .•  ithout  an  eflablimment. '     He 
then  argues,  that  the  ftate  may  juflly  refufe  any  fupport 
to  the  minifters  of  the  eftabl idled  Church  ;  becaufe,  as  he 
aiTerts  c  the  revenue  enjoyed  by   the  Church  is  part  of 

*  the  common  flock  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  flate  to 

*  employ  to  the  befl  advantage  of  the  community  ;  and 
'  the  Irifh  Legiflature  have  a  right  to  determine  whether 
c  it  be  right  or  wrong  to  apply  it  to  the  eflablifhment  of 
6  the  Pfoteftant  Church ;  and  that  it  would  be  both  wife" 

'  and 
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*  and  generous  for  the  Government  to  apply  part  of  U 
c  at  leaft  to  the  fupport  (that  is^  eftabliftunent)  of  Irilh 

*  Romifli  priefts.' 

The  pofition  of  this  author,  the  inconteftable  truth  of 
"which  he  aiTerts  with  fuch  dogmatic  aflurance,  to  wit, 
that  every  ftaie  ought  to  ejlablifl}  the  religious  feel  which  is 
mofl  numerous  t  if  the  utility  of  Religion  in  a  State  be  admitted, 
is  fir  ft  to  be  examined  ;  becaufe,  as  the  author  has  fre- 
quently ftated  the  I  rim  Romanifts  to  be  moft  numerous 
in  Ireland,  he  in  fact  lays  it  down  as  a  pofition,  the 
truth  of  which  cannot  be  difputed,  that  Popery  ought  fa 
be  ejlahlljhed  by  the  Iriflj  Government,  and  the  revenues  of. 
the  Church  applied  to  the  fupport  of  Romijh  priefis.  Here 
then  he  tells  us  fairly  and  openly,  that  equality  of  privi- 
leges, and  a  fli  a  re  in  the  fovereignty  of  the  ftate,  will 
not  content  Irilh  Romanifts ;  that  the  Protefiant  ejlablijh- 
ment  mv.ft  and  ought  to  be  deftroyed,  and  Popery  placed  in  its 
rwm ;  and  that  the  truth  of  this  laft  propofition  is  in- 
conteftable. But  I  cannot  agree  in  the  alleged  incoji- 
tcftable  truth  of  this  pofition.  I  admit  that  Religion  is 
both  ufeful  and  neceflary  in  a  State  ;  it  difpofesthe  minds 
«f  men  to  the  exercife  of  all  the  moral  virtues,  and  to 
a  cheerful  fubmillion  to  that  degree  of  fubordination 
Which  is  the  principal  link  of  connexion  in  all  focieties ; 
it  has  prime  influence  in  curbing  unruly  paflions,  and 
jreftraining  the  turbulence  of  inordinate  appetites  and 
defires  \  it  therefore  ought  to  becherifhed  and  encouraged 
by  all  rulers  of  States  and  Empires :  but  I  cannot  admit 
that  a  religious  cftabliihment  is  to  be  always  regulated 
by  the  number  of  the  fubjech  of  a  ftate  maintaining  parti- 
cular dogmas,  if  fuch  dogmas  are  foimd,  by  the  beft  in- 
fprmed  and  moft  refpedable  part  of  the  ftate,  to  be  in- 
con  fiftent 
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Confident  with  the  nature  and  constitution  of  the  fociet^ 
and  fubverfivc  of  the  very  frame  of  it :  I  cannot  admit, 
that  Chriftianity  is  to  be  treated  as  a  mere  engine  of  ftate^ 
though  true  Chriftianity  is  certainly  a  great  prop  of  the 
ftate :  nor  can  I  ever  admit,  that  ufurpation  of  part  of 
the  fovereignty  of  the  ftate,  or  tranflation  of  it  to  a  fo- 
reign power,  are  any  parts  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  although 
the  rabble  of  a  country  fhould  maintain  fuch  a  pernicious 
doctrine  as  a  tenet  of  religion,  and  although  the  rabble 
in  every  country  exceed  the  wealthy  and  informed  part  of 
the  community,  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  government 
of  a  country  is  obliged  to  abdicate  part  of  its  fovereign 
authority,  and  confent  to  the  eftablifhment  of  fuch  a 
divided  power,  of  an  imperiutn  In  impeno9  though  the 
rabble  fhould  be  defirous,  on  the  fcore  of  religion,  to 
eftablifh  fuch  a  kind  of  mixed  government,  as  in  itfelf, 
in  its  very  nature,  contains  the  feeds  of  anarchy  and  con- 
fufion. 

The  defires  or  vvifhcs  of  the  majority  of  the  fubjecls 
of  a  Stale  cannot  be  complied  with,  without  evident  de- 
ft  ruction  of  the  (late,  in  many  inftances.  In  all  States 
in  the  world,  the  poor  exceed  the  rich  in  number,  and 
they  univerfally  wifti  for  a  diviiion  of  the  property  of 
the  wealthy  ;  yet  laws  for  an  equal  divifion  of  pro- 
perty, real  and  perfonal,  of  the  nature  of  agrarian  laws, 
are  held  to  be  destructive  to  all  ftlates,  and  fubverfive  of 
all  indiiftry,  arts,  and  fciences :  and  furely  property,  its 
acquisition  and  prefervation,  act  as  powerfully  on  the 
pafiions  and  prejudices  of  the  people  in  general  as  reli- 
gion, or  the  maintenance  or  fubverfion  of  religious  efta- 
blithments:  and  political  writers  might  as  well  maintain 
that  laws  for  the  equal  divifion  of  property  fhould  be 

enacted 
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enacted  by  the  State,  as  that  it  mould  eflablifli  that  Sect 
of  Religion,  whofe  votaries  among  its  fubjects  were  moft 
numerous. 

This  author  admits,  that  the  reprefentalives  of  the 
people  in  Parliament,  or  the  Commons,  the  popular  and 
moft  efficient  branch  of  the  fuprerne  authority  of  the 
State,  are  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  .reckoned  accord- 
ing to  their  property,  not  their  number.  He  afferts, 
that  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  State  can  juftly  apply 
the  Revenues  of  the  Church  to  the  fupport  and  eftablifh- 
.ment  of  any  religion 'it  may  think  proper;  and  yet 
aflerts,  in  contradiction  to  thefe  premifes,  that  the  State 
is  bound  to  eftablifh  that  feel:  whofe  votaries  are  moft 
numerous,  and  not  that  whofe  votaries  poflefs  moft  pro- 
perty.  How  infinitely  greater  does  the  abfurdity  of  fuch 
deduction  appear,  when  we  reflect  that  the  expediency 
of  the  eftablifliment  of  a  Religion  fubverfive  of  the  inde- 
pendence and  the  very  exiftence  of  the  State  is  fupported 
by  fucn  arguments  ! 

Governments  certainly  act  wifely  in  fuiting  their  laws 
to  the  eftablifhed  opinions  of  the  mafs  of  their  fubjects  ; 
but  in  collecting  the  opinions  of  that  mafs,  number  is 
not  fo  much  to  be  regarded  as  property,  ftation,  rank, 
and  refpectability.  The  multitude  is  even  proverbially 
ignorant.  Information  and  judgment,  the  refult  of 
education,  which  the  generality  of  mankind  never  attain, 
arid  which  is  not  in  fact  neceiTary  for  their  ftations  and 
occupations  in  life,  are  almoft  peculiar  to  the  wealthy, 
or  at  leaft  to  thofe  who  are  above  indigence  or  the  avo- 
cations of  manual  labour.  Jn  Ireland,  if  the  opinion 
of  the  mafs  of  the  fubjefts,  collected  in  the  manner. 

E  before-'' 
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before  mentioned,  is  to  determine  the  religious  eftablifli* 
ment,  the  weight  of  theProteftant  body,  though  inferior  in 
number,  would  infinitely  outweigh  that  of  the  Romanifts  ; 
and  the  Proteftant  faith  muft  continue  to  be  the  eftablifhed 
religion,  if  the  predominant  opinion  of  the  fubje&s,  af- 
certained  by  the  common  rules  of  reafon  and  true  poli- 
tical wifdom,  is  to  be  the  regulator  of  the  conduct  of 
the  State  in  point  of  religion.  Forty-nine  parts  out  of 
fifty  of  the  landed  eftates  in  Ireland  are  in  the  pofTeflion 
of  Proteftants,  and  nineteen  parts  out  of  twenty  of  per- 
fonal  eftates  ;  fo  that  they  exceed  the  Romanifts  in  wealth 
in  the  proportion  of  forty  to  one  at  lead  (See  Appendix^ 
No.  i.),  and  not  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one  only,  as 
this  author,  and  the  writer  he  undertakes  to  anfwer,  have 
aflumed.  Of  two  millions  of  Irifh  inhabitants,  fo  indi- 
gent as  not  to  be  able  to  pay  a  tax  of  four-pence  per 
head  yearly  to  the  State,  nine  tenths  are  Romanifts;  in 
facl,  almoft  the  whole  beggary  of  the  kingdom  are  Ro- 
manifts :  how  fuperlative,  then,  is  the  audacity  ef  this 
Romifh  writer,  in  maintaining  that  Popery  ought  to  be  and 
muft  be  the  eftablifhed  religion  in  Ireland,  becaufe  it  is  the 
religion  of  the  greateft  number  of  Irifh  fubje&s  !  Is  the 
mob  of  a  nation  to  determine  its  religious  eftablifhment  ? 
Is  the  mob  to  fubjecl  the  nation  to  a  foreign  power  ? 

But  this  felf-evidently  true  pofition,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  writer,  that  Popery  ought  to  be  the  eftablifhed  reli- 
gion in  Ireland,  becaufe  Irifh  Romanifts  out-number 
Irifh  Proteftants,  may  be  very  eafily  refuted  even  on  the 
fcore  of  numbers,  and  even  admitting  that  fuperiority  of 
number  of  fubje&s,  reckoned  not  by  property  and  re- 
fpe&ability,  but  by  the  poll,  mould  determine  the  efta- 
blifhment of  the  religion  of  the  State  ;  for  Ireland  is  not  a 

kingdom 
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kingdom  feparate  and  diftincl:  from  Great  Britain.     Even 
in  its  prefent  (rate  it  is  fo  clofely  conne&ed  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, that  the  ableft  writers  againft  an  Incorporating  Union 
of  the  two  nations  found  their  ftrongeft  arguments  on  this 
pofition,  that  the  prefent  connexion  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  is  fo  ftrong  as  to  be  nearly  indiffoluble, 
and  they  deduce,  that  therefore  no  further  Union  is  ne- 
cefTary.     Certain  it  is,  that  the  prefent  connexion  of  the 
two  iilands  approaches  very  near  to  a  complete  Union. 
The  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  is  for 
ever  annexed  to,  dependant  upon,  and  infeparably  united 
to,  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain.     Whoever  is 
King  of   Great  Britain,  is  ipfo  fatto  King  of  Ireland. 
No  Acl:  of  Parliament  can  pafs  in  Ireland  till  after  it 
has  been  fent  into  England,  and  has  there  the  great  feal 
of  England  affixed  to  it.     Ireland  is  notorioufly  part  of 
the  Britifh  empire :  the  King  of  Great  Britain  is  obliged 
at  his  coronation  to  fwear  that  he  will  maintain  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion  in   Ireland.     The  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain  are  almoft  all  Proteftants.     If  my  memory  does 
not  deceive  me,  an  inquiry  into  the  number  of  Roman Jfts 
in  England  was  a  few  years  ago  made  with  great  accu- 
racy, by  the  authority  of  Government,  on  complaints  of 
fome  zealous  Proteflants,  that  Romanifts  were  increafing 
in  number.     It  appeared  on  that  inquiry,  that  the  com- 
plaints were  ill-founded ;  that  the  number  of  Romanifts 
had  confiderably  decreafed  in  England  fmce  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  that  the  whole  number  of  Romanifts  in  Eng-r 
land,  when  the  inquiry  was  made,  did  not  exceed  eighteen 
thoufand.     Adding  the  population  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  together,  the  Proteftants  will  be  found  to  out- 
number the  Romanifts  at  leaft  in  the  proportion  of  fix  to 
one  in  the  Britifh  Empire  in  Europe ,    and  hence  this 
E  2  author's 


(      52     ) 

author's  argument  for  the  eftabli foment  of  Popery  and 
fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  on  the  fcore  of 
numbers,  in  any  part  of  the  Britifh  European  dominipns, 
will  be  found,  like  many  of  his  other  arguments,  to  make 
dire&ly  againft  his  purpofe. 

As  this  author  could  not  ferioufly  entertain  the  hope, 
fanguine  as  he  is,  that  the  rulers  of  the  Britifh  Empire 
•would  be  duped  by  his  abfurd  arguments  to  overturn  the 
Proteftant  eftabliftiment  in  Ireland  for  the  purpofe  of 
fubftituting  Popery  in  its  place,  he  proceeds  to  allege, 
that  the  eftabliftiment  of  any  religion  by  the  State  is 
utterly  unneceflary,  wifhing  at  leaft  to  deftroy  what  his 
party  is  hopelefs  of  obtaining  ;  and  this  modern  political 
principle,  as  he  ftates  it,  he  fupports  by  the  following 
aflertion  :  Popery  has  anfwered  all  the  true  purpofes  of  reli- 
gion In  Ireland  without  an  ejlablijhment.  From  his  con- 
federates, the  Atheifts  of  France,  he  has  borrowed  this 
modern  political  principle ;  but  his'fupport  of  it  from 
the  efficacy  in  Ireland  of  uneftablifhed  Popery,  alleging 
that  it  has  anfwered  .all  true  purpofes  of  religion,  is  as 
glaring,  as  notorious  a  falfehood,  as  any  contained  in  his 
pamphlet,  or  in  any  other  publication,  ancient  or  mo- 
dern. The  author  admits,  in  the  fame  page  (40),  that 
Religion  is  a  great  help  to  Morality ,  Good  Order,  and  Govern- 
ment. Let  us  now  examine  the  efFe&s  of  Popery  in 
Ireland  by  this  criterion.  The  Englifh  fettled  in  Ireland 
before  the  Reformation,  were  for  the  moft  part  always 
attached  to  England :  they  depended  on  England  for  fur>r- 
port.  A  conftant  war  was  kept  up  between  the  Englifti 
fettlers  in  a  confiderable  diftricl:  of  Ireland,  called  the 
Pale,  and  the  native  Irifh :  they  would  not  mix  or  inter- 
marry with  them.  The  native  Irifti  and  thefe  Englifli 

fettlers 
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fettlers  and  their  defcendants,  though  inhabiting  that  part 
of  Ireland  for  fome  centuries  before,  remained  two  dif- 
tin£l  and  feparate  nations  in  the  fame  iiland,  and  perfe- 
cuting  each  other,  in  a  predatory  and  deftru&ive  war, 
with  the  utmoft  rancour ;  but  no  fooner  had  the  Reform- 
ation been  introduced  into  Ireland,  which  it  was  not 
•with  any  very  material  effect  till  the  reign  of  King  James 
the  Firft,  than  the  natives  and  thefe  Englifh  fettlers  began 
to  unite  and  form  alliances.  Their  mutual  enmity  abated^ 
and  they  joined  in  a  rancorous  hatred  of  the  Englifh  na- 
tion, and  hoftility  to  it  ;  the  old  Englifh  fettlers  growing 
as  inveterate  as  the  native  Irifh  againft  the  nation  from 
which  they  fprung,  joining  in  all  fchemes  for  fevering 
the  ifland  from  England  for  ever,  and  rendering  it  an 
Independent  State.  Such  a  project  indeed  had  been  always 
cherifhed  by  the  native  Irifh,  but  was  always  oppofed  by 
the  Englifh  fettlers  till  after  the  Reformation.  From  this 
darling  purfuit  of  the  native  Irifh  before  the  Reforma- 
tion, ftrengthened  by  the  junction  of  the  Englifli  fettlers 
with  them  after  that  period,  a  junction  entirely  effected  by 
their  commpn  attachment  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Romifh 
Church  ;  and  from  fuch  confederacy,  cemented  by  bi- 
gotry, and  inflamed  by  religious  fury  againft  their  fellow- 
fubje£b,  fprung  Defmond's  and  Tyrone's  rebellions  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  horrible  rebellion  and 
mafTacre  in  that  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and  the  obftinate 
and  deftructive  rebellion  in  the  reign  of  William  and 
Mary.  In  each  of  thefe  rebellions  the  moft  horrible 
cruelties  were  exercifed  by  the  Romifh  infurgents  on  aU 
Proteftants  who  fell  into  their  hands  ;  and  the  nation  was 
three  times  fucceflively  defolated,  and  the  Romanifts,  as 
vanquifhed  rebels,  reduced  to  abject  poverty,  from  which 
they  have  not  yet  emerged.  Above  one  half  of  the  inhabit- 
$  3  ants, 
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ants,  at  each  time,  perifhed  by  famine  and  the  fword  ;  mul- 
titudes deferted  the  kingdom  ;  all  improvements  were  de~ 
ftroyed  ;  the  progrefsof  induftry  was  effectually  impeded  ; 
arts  and  fciences  were  baniihed  ;  and  Ireland,  by  fuch 
means,  though  intimately  connected  with  the  richeft,  inoft 
civilized  and  induftrious  nation  in  the  world,  is  now  a 
century  behind  the  reft  of  Europe  in  civilization  and 
every  fpecies  of  valuable  improvement,  all  owing  to  the. 
fuperftitious  attachment  of  a  considerable  portion  of  its 
inhabitants  to  the  Romifh  faith,  in  oppofmon  to  the  Pro- 
teftant  eftablifhment.  A  large  portion-  of  its  natives, 
all  Romanifts,  is  by  the  fame  caufe  continued  in  a  femi- 
barbarous  itate.  (See  Tone's  State  of  Ireland,  for  the  Ufe 
of  the  French  Convention.)  In  mort,  all  the  calamities 
which,  for  a  courfe  of  two  hundred  years  paft  and  upwards, 
have  overwhelmed  this  unhappy  country,  in  the- catalogue 
of  which  muft  be  included  the  late  rebellion  (which  this 
author,  with  fufficient  confidence,  aflerts  was  not  a 
Romifh  rebellion),  and  the  murder  in  cold  Wood  of  all 
Proteftants  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  infurgents, 
have  had  their  real  fource  in  the  Popery  of  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Ireland-.  Such  is  the  ajjiftance  which  Popery 
without  an  eftablijhment  has  afforded  to  Morality,  Good  Order, 
and  Government,  within  this  kingdom  !  and  fuch  the  true  pur- 
pofes  of  Religion  which  it  has  anfwered  ! 

This  author's  next  pofition  is^.  that  the  Revenue  of  the 
Church  is  part  of  the  common  ftock  left  to  the  difcretion 
of  the  State  to  employ  to  the  beft  advantage  of  the  Com- 
munity\  from  whence  he  deduces  that  it  may  juftly  with- 
Jhold  it  from  the  fupport  of  the  Proteftant  eftablimment ; 
not  without  throwing  out  a  ftrong  hint  of  the  wifdom 
and  generofity  of  applying  it,  or  at  leaft  a  part  of  it,  to 
4  the 
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the  fupport  or  eftablifhment  of  Rotnifh  priefts  in  Ire- 
land. 

The  Revenues  and  Property  of  the  Church  are  by  the 
Britifti  Conftitution  juft  as  far  difpofable  of  by  the  State 
as  the  revenues  and  property  of  the  Laity,  and  no  further. 
The  State  has  a  right  to  demand  a  reafonable  part  of  the 
property  of  all  its  fubje&s,  laity  and  clergy,  by  way  of 
tax,  for  the  fupport  of  civil  and  military  eftablifhments, 
fufficient  to  fecure  the  nation  in  peace  at  home,  and  caufe 
it  to  be  refpedted  by  foreign  nations,  to  repel  and  punifli 
their  aggreflions.  Until  of  late  years,  when  the  regular 
fittings  of  convocations  of  the  clergy  came  to  be  difcon- 
tinued,  they  taxed  themfelves,  and  were  not  fubject  to 
taxation  by  the  Commons.  But  this  author  means  by 
his  pofition,  that  the  State  has  a  right  to  feize  on  all  the 
revenues  and  property  of  the  Church  at  its  pleafure,  and 
to  apply  it  to  what  ufe  it  pleafes,  that  is,  to  confifcate  it. 
This  doctrine  he  very  explicitly  avows  and  maintains  in 
the  31(1  page  of  his  pamphlet.  The  State,  being  efta- 
blifhed  for  the  protection,  and  not  for  the  deftruction  [of 
property,  has  no  more  right,  by  the  Britifh  Conftitution, 
$o  act  in  fuch  manner  in  refpect  to  the  Church,  than  it 
has  to  feize  on  and  confifcate  all  the  eftates  and  property 
of  the  Laity  ;  neither  has  the  State,  by  the  fame  Confti- 
tution, any  right  to  lay  any  greater  tax  on  ecclefiaftical 
than  on  lay  property.  Some  of  our  countrymen,,  who 
have  been  educated  in  France,  are  conftantly  debafing  our 
language  by  introducing  Gallicifms  into  our  phrafeology  : 
in  the  fame  way,  thofe  who  have  learned  their  politics 
in  the  modern  French  fchool,  are  for  ever  obtruding  the 
flagitious,  anarchical,  political  principles  of  the  French 
Atheiftsupon  us,  as  if  they  were  part  of  our  conftitu- 
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tiorial  principles,  endeavouring  thus  to  corrupt  and  ete- 
bafe  our  conftitution.  This  author  betrays  his  French 
inftitution  and  politics,  and  his  utter  ignorance  of  the 
conftitution  of  his  country,  in  numberlefs  inftances,  one 
of  which  is,  his  doctrine  refpecting  the  inexpediency  and 
inutility  of  a  church  eftablifhment,  and  the  juftice  of  the 
confifcation  of  all  church  revenues.  Under  the  influence, 
or  rather  pretended  influence,  of  this  doctrine,  the  French 
Atheifts  robbed  their  national  clergy  of  all  fupport,  and 
then  exterminated  them,  and  all  Chriftianity,  with  fire 
and  fword  ;  juftifying  their  robbery  and  facrilege  by  this 
doctrine  ;  their  murders  and  banifhments,  by  the  neceflity 
of  ridding  themfelves  of  the  people  they  had  robbed : 
indeed  it  has  been,  in  all  ages,  the  practice  of  French 
robbers  to  murder  thofe  they  have  plundered.  Such  are 
a  few  of  the  unconstitutional  doctrines  which  this  Romilh 
writer  has  publifhed  for  the  perufal  of  the  fubjects  of  the 
Britifh  Empire!  and  fuch  the  arguments  by  which  he 
attempts  to  recommend  and  juftify  the  fubverfion  of  our 
conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  and  the  erection  of  Po* 
pery  on  its  ruins  ! 

Further  to  convince  my  readers,  that  admiflion  into 
the  Senate  and  the  great  offices  of  the  State  will  not  con- 
tent the  Romanifts,  and  that  they  aim  at  nothing  lefs 
than  the  overthrow  of  the.  Proteftant  eftablifhment  in 
Ireland,  I  will  quote  fome  of  this  author's  complaints 
on  the  fubject  of  tithes,  almoft  the  whole  fupport  of  the 
parochial  Proteftant  clergy  of  Ireland  j  and  will  at  the 
fame  time  note  their  falfity  and  malice,  thinking  this  the 
proper  place  for  doing  fo,  as  I  am  expofing  his  unfounded 
aiTertions  refpecting  the  property  of  the  Church.  In 
page  30  he  obferves,  «  The  religion  of  one  man  out  of 
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*  Four  is  Prdteftant.     This  religion  is  endowed  with  the 
•*  tithe  of  the  whole  kingdom,  befide  great  property  ir* 
*'  land,  an  immenfe  church  eftablimment.'     In  page  31 
he  writes  thus  :  <  Among  the  peafantry,  the  proportion 
4  of  Roman  Catholics  is  much  greater  (than  four  to  one). 

*  After  paying  a  tithe,  exafted generally  with  great  rigour, 
'  to  fupport  the  eftablifhed  religion,  of  which  they  never 
«  hear  but  by  the  tithe  pro&or,  they  muft  out  of  their  po- 
'  verty  pay  fomething  to  their  own  prieft,  who,  nearly 
<  as  poor  as  themfelves,    lives  with  them,  and  renders 

*  them  many  fervices.'     In  page  56,    with   refpeft  to 
tithes,  he  thus  exprefTes  himfelf:    «  This  tax,  and  the 
'  feverity  with  which  it  is  collected,  is  one  of  the  great- 
'  eft  grievances  the  people  labour  under  ;'  fo  that,  accord- 
ing to  this  writer,  the  payment  of  tithes  to  the  Proteftant 
clergy  by  the  Irifh  Romanifts  is  a  grievance  to  them  as 
heavy  at  leaft  as  exclufion  from  the  Senate  and  the  great 
offices  of  the  State,  and  confequently  muft  be  alfo  re- 
drafted  before   they  will   confent  to  an  Union.     Very 
happy  it  is  for  Proteftants,  and  fufficient  to  put  them  on 
their  guard,  that  thefe  Romifti  writers  in  general,  when 
they  plead  for  an  extenfion   of  privileges  to  Romanifts, 
before  a  Proteftant  tribunal,  are  fo  far  tranfported  by  the 
rancour   of  their  fe£t,    that    they  cannot  refrain  from 
Tenting  their  venom  againft  the  Proteftant  religion  and 
its  paftors,  even  by  the  very  intereft  of  the  feel:  whofe 
caufe  they  are  pleading,  nor  conceal  their  projects  of 
fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  eftablifhment  on  the  attain- 
ment of  thefe  privileges,  at  the  very  time  they  are  foii- 
citing  for  them ;    nor  their  intentions  to  ufe  them,  in 
cafe  they  mall  be  invefted  with  them,  for  the  deftru£lion 
of  the  very  people  from  whom  they  are  foliciting  them. 
Their  indifcreet  impetuofity  makes  their  clairns  appear 
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as  reafonable  as  the  felicitation  of  a  murderer  would  be? 
who  mould  humbly  requeft  you  to  give  him  your  fword 
for  the  purpofe  of  plunging  it  into  your  heart,  I  will 
now  proceed  to  examine  the  complaints  of  this  writer 
refpe&ing  tithes. 

In  the  firft  place  he  ftyles  Tithes  a  Tax,  to  expofe  them 
fo  popular  odium  ;  the  mafs  of  the  people  in  every  country 
being  adverfe  to  the  payment  of  Taxes.  Taxes  are  cer- 
tain fums  of  money  aiTelTed  on,  and  levied  from,  the 
fubje&s  of  the  realm,  by  the  lawful  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  be  applied  to  the  fuppoft  of  Government  and 
other  public  purpofes.  Tithes  predial  and  mixt,  the 
only  tithes  paid  in  this  kingdom,  are  certain  duties  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  produce  and  profits  of  lands,  and  beafts 
fed  on  lands,  in  nature  of  rent ;  but  to  be  paid  in  kind, 
as  all  rents  were  heretofore  paid  in  this  nation,  before 
^aoney  became  fo  plentiful  in  Europe  as  in  the  prefent, 
and  for  a  few  immediately  preceding  ages.  In  fa6r, 
tithes  are  a  rent  with  which  all  the  lands  in  the  kingdom 
are  chargeable,  for  time  immemorial,  by  the  common 
law  of  the  realm  ;  and  the  clergy  have  been  endowed 
with  them  by  a  title  more  ancient  by  ages  than  the  title 
of  any  fubjecl:  of  this  or  any  other  kingdom  in  Europe, 
to  his  particular  landed  eftate.  The  only  difference  be^ 
tween  tithes  as  a  rent,  and  the  rent  of  any  man's  landed 
eftate,  is,  that  the  rents  referred  on  landed  eftates  in  this 
kingdom  are  certain  fums  of  money  to  be  paid  in  lieu 
of  a  (hare  of  the  produce  ;  and  tithes  are  an  uncertain 
duty,  being  one  tenth  of  the  produce  payable  in  kind, 
and  therefore  varying  in  quantity  every  year,  as  the  crop 
varies,  being  greater  or  lefs,  as  the  crop  is  greater  or 
Jefs  annually.  Every  perfon  whofe  lands  are  fubje£txio 
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tithes,  if  he  purchased  the  lands  himfelf,  bought  them 
fubject  to  the  duty  or  rent  of  tithes  ;    if  he  inherited 
them  from  his  anceftors,  the  purchafing  anceftor,  who- 
ever he  was,  took  them  fubject  to  the  payment  of  tithes 5 
from  hence  may  be  difcovered  either  the  ignorance  or 
malice  of  this  author,  or  both,  in  ftyling  tithes  a  tax. 
He  next  Rates,  that  this  tax  (that  u,  tithes J  is  exaftedwith 
great  rigour  and  feverity.     This  is  a  very  direct  and  im- 
pudent falfehood  ;  and  as  this  writer  has  himfelf  a  landed 
eftate  in  Ireland,  it  is  a  falfehood  to  his  own  knowledge. 
It  is  a  fact  too  well  known  to  every  landholder  in  this 
kingdom,  that  the  Irifli  Proteftant  clergy  in  general  do 
not  receive  above  one-fifth  part  of  what  they  are  by  law 
entitled  to,  of  the  value  of  their  tithes ;  that  is,  one  fif- 
tieth part  of  the  annual  value  of  the  produce  of  the  lands, 
to  the  titht  of  which  they  are  entitled:  for  one  third  of  the 
tithe  of  the  whole  kingdom  is  in  lay  hands,  and  many- 
parts  of  it  are -exempt  from  the  •payment  of  any  tithes 
whatfoever  ;    the  Proteftant  DiiTenters,    as  well  as  the 
Romanics,  pay  tithes  with  great  reluctance ;    and  the 
clergyman,  harafled  with  fuits  and  chicane,  is  glad  to 
accept  of  a  very  inadequate  compofition  for  his  tithes,, 
even   in  parimes  where  he  is  beft  paid.     No  perfonai 
tithes  are  paid  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  or  demanded ;  and 
as  far  mixt  tithes,  they  are  paid  very  partially.     The 
only  fpecies  of  them  which  is  paid  in  any  part  of  Ireland, 
Is  tithe  of  lamb  and  wool.     Tithe  of  agiftment,  or  tithe 
of  milk  in  dairies,  are  never  demanded  or  paid,  though 
payable  by  the  common  law.     No  perfon  in  Ireland  is 
better  qualified  to  inform  the  public  in  general,  on  the 
fubje6t  of  the  collection  of  tithes,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  eftablifhed  clergy  in  Ireland  in  that  particular,  than 
I  asn,  fr°m  the  nature  of  my  profeflion  and  the.  offices  I 
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fill ;  and  I  can   with  the  greateft  truth  aver,  that  the 
moderation  of  the  eftablifhed  Clergy  in  Ireland,  in  the 
collection  of  their  tithes,  is  unparalleled,  when  compared 
with  the  conduct  of  any  other  fet  of  men  in  enforcing  tha 
fatisfaction  of  their  legal  demands  ;  particularly  when  the 
very  fcanty  provifion  which  the  parochial  Clergy  in  general 
in  this  kingdom  have,  is  conlidered  ;  the  whole  benefices 
in  the  nation,  reputing  each  union  one  benefice,  amount- 
ing only  to  about  eight  hundred,  and  the  incumbents  of - 
at  leaft  one  half  of  them  are  not  paid  an  income  of  two- 
hundred  pounds  per  annum ;  and  of  the  other  half,  there 
is-,  a  moiety  whofe  incomes,  actually  paid,  do  not  exceed 
three  hundred  pounds  per  annum  each  ;    and  throughout 
the  kingdom  it  has  become  neceflary  for  the  Bifhops  to 
unite  a  number  of  parimes,  to  enfure  even  a  reafonable 
fubfiftence   for   a   clergyman.      The    whole    eftablifhed 
Clergy   of   Ireland  do  not   amount   to   more  than  one 
thoufand  three  hundred ;    and  were  the  whole  revenues 
of  the  Church,  of  every  nature,  divided  equally  among 
them,  each  man  would  not  receive  more  than  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum.     This  the  author, 
in  page  31,  ftyles  an  tmmenfe  church  eftablijhment ;    and 
infolently  adds,  that  no  one  can  fay  it  is  necejffary  or  ufeful 
in  general  to  the  people  of  the  country.     Such  is  the  griev- 
ance people  labour  under  from  the  feverity  with  which 
Tithes  are  collected  in  Ireland,  and  the  immenfity  of  the 
Church  Eftablimment,  according  to  this  author :  it  is,  like 
his  other  pretended  grievances,  a  lying  invention  of  a 
malignant  Irifh  Romanift. 

His  next  complaint  refpe6Ung  tithes  is,  that  the  Ro- 
rnifli  peafantry,  very  poor  from  oppreilion,  are  obliged 
to  pay  them  to  the  Proteftant  clergy,  whofe  fpiritual 
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niTiftance  they  receive  not  ;  and  are  at  the  fame  time 
obliged  to  contribute  lo  the  fupport  of  their  own  clergy 
for  fpiritual  afiiftance  they  do  receive  from  them  ;  that  is, 
the  IriQi  Romifh  peafantry  pay  the  Proteftant  clergy  by 
compulfion,  without  valuable  confideration  ;  the  Romifh 
clergy  by  juftice,  for  valuable  confideration.  Before  I 
expofe  the  falfity  of  this  complaint,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  fhow  the  injuftice  of  it.  In  every  country  in  which 
there  is  an  Eftablifhed  Religion,  the  people  at  large  arc 
obliged  to  contribute'  to  the  fupport  of  the  minifters  of 
it ;  and  it  is  but  reafonable  that  they  mould  do  fo,  if  a 
Church  Eftablifhment  be  necefiary  and  ufeful  in  a  State  ; 
•which  all  people,  French  'philofophers  excepted,  admit. 
If  any  part  of  the  fubjecls  of  a  State  diflent  from  the 
eftablifhment  (as  is  the  cafe,  more  or  lefs,  in  all  Chriftian 
dates),  rejedl  the  affiftance  of  the  minifters  of  the  efta- 
blifhment in  fpiritual  concerns,  and  apply  to  minifters 
of  their  own  feledlion  for  that  purpofe,  it  may  be  rea- 
fonable that  they  mould  pay  thofe  whom  they  have  fo 
fele&ed  ;  but  there  is  not  the  fmalleft  juft  or  reafonable 
ground  for  complaint,  inafmuch  as  the  minifters  of  the 
Eftablifhed  Church  are  ready  to  afford  them  fpiritual  aid, 
and  to  perform  their  appointed  duty  to  them,  as  well  as 
to  the  other  fubjecls,  if  they  choofe  to  accept  of  their 
minjftry.  So  much  for  the  injuftice  of  the  complaint, 
fuppofmg  the  matter  of  it.  were  true.  But  the  whole  is 
founded  on  falfehood  and  fophiftry  ;  for  the  peafantry  do 
not  pay  tithe  out  of  their  own  property,  it  is  in  fad  paid 
by  the  landlords.  The  peafant  takes  a  leafe  of  his  farm 
from  the  proprietor,  fubjecl:  to  the  payment  of  tithe  ; 
and  the  landlord  abates  more  "than  'an  equivalent  for  the 
annual  tithe,  in  the  yearly  rent  referved  payable  to  him- 
felf.  Lands  in  Ireland  which  are  tithe-free  are  let  at  an 
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annual  rent  from  a  crown  to  half  a  crown  per  acre  more 
than  lands  which  are  fubjecl  to  tithes ;  and  in  no  part  of 
the  kingdom  does  the  annual  tithe,  as  it  is  paid,  amount 
to  fo  much  on  an  average  as  the  abatement  in  the  annual 
rent  amounts  to  ;    fo  that,  though  the  farmer  pays  the 
tithe,  yet  he  does  not  pay  it  out  of  his  own  pocket, — it 
is  really  and  bona  fide  paid  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  land- 
lord;  and  the  farmer  in  that  refpe£l  is  but  his  fteward, . 
and  pays  for  him,  and  on  his  account.     Of  the  landed 
eftates   in   Ireland,  on  the  moft  critical  examination,  it 
appears  that  forty-nine  parts  out  of  fifty  are  in  the  hands 
of  Proteftants  ;  fo  that   Proteftants  pay  forty-nine  parts 
out  of  fifty  of  the  tithe  payable  to  the  Proteftant  clergy : 
the  Romim  farmers  do  not  pay  a  fixpence  of  it  on  their 
own  accounts,  and  Romifh  landlords  not  above  a  fiftieth 
part.      Every   perfon  acquainted  with   the  true  ftate  of 
the  kingdom  knows  the  truth  of  the  above  ftatement. 
The  Iriih  peafantry,  in  fa£t,  would  Se  in  a  w.orfe  con- 
dition if  tithes  were  abolimed  ;  for  they  would  be  obliged 
to  pay  an  increafe  of  their  annual  rents  for  their  farms 
in  fuch  an  event,  vaftly  exceeding  the  fums  which  they 
now  pay   for  the  tithe  of  them  ;    and  this  is  exprefsly 
admitted  by   Mr.  Emmett,  one  of  the  Irifh  Directory, 
in  his  examination  on  oath  before  the  Secret  Committee 
of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords.     See  the  Appendix  to  their 
Report,  No.  6,  p.  32,  where- Mr.  Emmett   ftates  thus: 
*   /  am  very  fure>  if  tithes  were  tiboUJhed,  the  people,   on 
€  taking  new  leafes,  would  be  obliged  to  pay  more  In  propor- 
'  tion  for  lands  than  the  value  they  now  pay  for  tithes  ; 
but  he  admits  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  endeavoured  to 
raife  a  popular  cry  for  the  abolition  of  tithes,  as  they  did 
in  favour  of  Catholic  Emancipation   and  Reform,  about  all 
which,  he  admits,  the  people  did  not  care  a  feather,  till 

they 


they  perfuaded  them  that  certain  imaginary  advantages 
were  to  refult  from  them  ;  and  that  they,  that  is,  the 
Iriih  Republicans,  raifed  that  popular  cry,  for  the  mere 
purpofe  of  cajoling  the  rnafs  of  the  people  into  a  fupport 
of  their  own  anarchical  projec-b. 

It  may  be  clearly  perceived,  that  this  writer  has  th* 
fame  purpofe  in  view,  by  all  his  falfehoods  and  mifre- 
prefentations ;  and  that  he  dwells  on  old  fubjects  of  com- 
plaint fraudulently  aggravated,  arifmg  from  the  Popery 
code,  long  fince  repealed ;  on  exaggerated  accounts  of 
the  poverty  and  mifery  of  the  Irifli  peafantry,  arifmg,  as 
he  aflerts,  from  oppreffion,  but  really  from  repeated  re- 
bellions and  difaffedion  ;  on  falfe  ftatements  refpe&ing 
tithes,  fevere  exaction  of  them,  and  immenfe  revenues 
in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  Irifh  Proteftant  Clergy ;  and,  in 
fliort,  that  he  leaves  no  topic  of  inflammation,  which 
can  work  on  the  paffions  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  either 
from  the  deep  impreflions  of  their  bigotry  or  intereil, 
untouched,  for  the  purpofe  of  goading  them  to  infur- 
re&ion  and  rebellion,  and  thereby  eflentially  ferving  his 
maften  the  French  Convention. 

This  author  admits,  that  the  Pope  nominates  all  the 
Irifh  Roman  bifhops,  but  afferts  '  that  this  gives  him  no 

*  real  or  effential  jurifdi&ibn  in  the  Irifli  flate,  he  and 

*  the  whole  Roman  Catholic  Church  not  having,   nor 
'  pretending  to  have,  in  the  Irifli  ftate  the  power  of  the 

*  meaneft  veftry.1     How  far  this  aifertion  is  practically 
true,  let  any  man  judge,  who  has  read  the  Oath  of  Alle-^ 
giance  taken  by  all  Romifh  bifhops  to  the' Pope  at  their 
confecration,  which  I  have  already  fet  forth.     It  is  very 
true  the  Romifh  bifhops  have  no  tribunals  io  Ireland,  in 
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•which  they  pronounce  decrees,  the  execution  of  which 
they  can  compel  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  as  they  at  pre- 
fent  {land  :  yet  it  is  equally  true,  that  they  have  tribunals, 
vicars  general  and  officials  who  do  make  and  pronounce 
decrees  in  what  they  call  fpiritual.  matters,  and  in  matri- 
monial caufes  efpecially,  which  highly  affect  the  temporal 
^pncerns  of  the  fubjects  of  this  realm  ;  and  that  they  have 
ways  and  means  of  enforcing,  and  do  enforce,  the  effectual 
execution  of  fuch  decrees,  of  which  I  have  within  thefe 
few  years  come  to  the  knowledge,  in  many  inftances  :  and 
although  fuch  their  proceedings  are  forbidden  by  the  laws 
of  the  realm  under  fevere  penalties,  yet  they  continue  the 
practice,  have  feals  of  office,  and  levy  no  inconfiderable 
fums  on  the  fubject  for  licences,  difpenfations,  and 
other  incidents  of  cpifcopal  jurifdiction.  If  Romanifts 
fhbuld  be  admitted  to  a  (hare  of  the  fupreme  authority  of 
the  State,  and  if  any  attempt  fliould  be  made  to  carry  the 
laws  into  execution  againft  fuch  illegal  practices,  what 
loud  complaints  mould  we  hear  of  perfecution  !  and  what 
harangues  of  Rdmifli  orators  would  be  pronounced  in  the 
Senate  on  the  fcore  of  the  ob  ft  ruction  of  the  jurifdiction 
of  their' Bifhops,  liegemen  of  the  Pope,  in  matters  very 
intimately  connected  with  the  temporal  interefts  of  the 
fubject  1  and  how  inceffant  would  their  endeavours  be  to 
procure  the  repeal  of  fuch  wholefome  and  reflrictive 
flatutes ! 

This  author  bbferves,   «  that   the  Statute  of  Magria 

<  Charta,  the  foundation  of  civil  liberty,  and  the  Statute 

<  of  Prsemunire  (2d  of  Richard  the  Second],  which  fe- 

<  cured  ecclefiaftical  liberty,  were  acts  of  Roman  Catholic 
*  Parliaments.'     It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  the  Sta- 
tute of  Magna.  Cha.fta  eftabliihed  all  the  ufurpations  of  the 

Romifh 


itomifli  Church  as  they  then  flood  (See  chap.  i. 
xXxviii.  of  it  :  2d  Coke's  Inftitutes,  page  2.  68.  *](>•)$ 
and  only  reproved  and  abolifhed  prerogatives  claimed  by 
the  Crown,  which  bore  hard  on  an  Ariftocracy,  clerical  and 
lay,  at  that  time  of  mighty  power  5  and  that  the  ftatute 
of  Richard  the  Second  only  went  to  reftrain  the  intro- 
duction into  the  kingdom  of  the  Pope's  bulls  which 
touched  on  the  King's  Crown  and  Regality)  or  his  realm> 
and  the  execution  of  fuch  :  the  Popedorn  at  that  time, 
claiming^  and  attempting  td  exercife,  an  unlimited  tem- 
poral authority  within  the  realm",  and  ufurping  all  the 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown;  which  abufes  it  had  princi- 
pally ihtroduced  in  the  reign  of  King  John.  The  ftatute 
did  abrogate^  or  attempt  to  abrogate,  the  fupremacy  of  the 
Pope  in  fpirituals,  and  in  all  temporal  matters  incident 
to  fuch  fpi ritual  fupremacy  :  the  authority  of  the  Pope 
in  fpirituals  and  in  temporals  infeparably  connected  with 
them,  remained  unimpaired  in  the  realm,  and  was  executed 
therein,  either  by  his  own  or  the  Bifhop's  officers,  or  by 
the  officers  of  the  Sovereign,  notwithftanding  that  ftatute^. 
as  may  be  learned  from  our  hiftories^  till  the  time  of 
Henry  the  Eighth  :  Richard's  Parliament  not  defigning  to 
Curtail,  what  they,  being  Rbmanifts>  believed  to  be  the  jufl 
portion  of  temporal  power  inefdent  to  the  Pope's  acknow- 
ledged fupremacy  in  fpirituals.  Till  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Eighth  appeals  to  Rome,  though  illegal  before,  had 
been  always  connived  at.  (See  4th  vol.  Blackfkme's  Com- 
mentaries, page  114-) 

The  concluding  argument  of  this  author  for  the  ad- 
mi  ffioh  of  Romanifts  into  the  Senate,  and  into  all  places 
of  truft  and  confidence  within  the  realm,  to  wit,  ajimilai* 
frattiee  in  many  othe r  States ,  lie  introduces  with  an  affecla- 
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tion  of  great  politenefs :  his  politenefs  indeed  is  much  of 
the  fame  kind  with  that  of  fome  modern  men  of  nice  ho- 
nour, who  affect  all  kind  of  ceremonious  delicacy  in  their 
conduct,  preparative  to  a  premeditated  quarrel,  and  mean 
to  procure  an  excufe  for  {hooting  a  man  through  the 
head,  or  running  him  through  the  heart,  with  the  moft  per- 
fect good  breeding  :  he  thus  addrefTes  the  gentleman  whofe 
arguments  he  has  undertaken  to  anfwer :  '  I  am  almoft 
'  afraid  of  being  accufed  of  impolitenefs  by  adducing  no- 

*  torious  facts,  which  may  look  like  grofs  and  blunt  con* 

*  traditions  of  the  aflertions  of  a  gentleman,  who  ought 

*  to  have  fuch  good  information  upon  the  fubject  he  treats. ' 
Before  I  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  inflances  of 
the  practice  of  other  States,  in  refpect  to  the  indifcrimi- 
nate  diftribution  of  honours,  emoluments,  and  confidential 
offices  in  the  civil  and  military  departments,  on  Proteftants 
and  Romanifts  (inflances  almoft  all  confined  to  Germany), 
which  are  adduced  by  thisjoi-difant  well-informed  writer, 
I   muft  remark,  that  the  Government  of  every  one  of 
them  is  defpotic,  and  either  in  the  hands  of  a  fingle  perfon, 
or  in  thofe  of  an  oligarchy;  and  that  the  people  at  large 
have  no  fhare  in  the  fupreme  power  of  the  ftate  ;  that  is, 
their  Governments  have  no  democracy  intermixed  with 
them  :  no  aflembly,   elected  by  the  people  for  a  certain 
term,  and  whofe  members  at  its  expiration  become  part 
of  the  mafs  of  the  people,  forms  part  of  their  fovereignties ; 
an'd  no  arguments  deduced  from  the  practice  in  fuch  States 
in  the  particulars  above-mentioned  will  apply  to  a  Go- 
vernment partly  democratic,  and  the  moft  efficient  part  of 
which  is  fuch  a  popular  aflembly  as  above  defcribed.     In 
fuch  States  any  particular  religious  tenet  held  by  a  part  of 
the  people,  hoftile  to  the  principles  of  Government,  can 
have  but  a  very  fmall  mifchievous  effect ;  many  civil  and 
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all  military  offices  may  be  difpofed  of  *by  fuch  defpotic 
governments  to  any  perfens  they  may  think  capable 
of  ferving  them,  without  regard  to  their  religious  per- 
fuafions,  and  without  inconvenience  to  the  fyftem  of 
government ;  for  fuch  officers  can  have  no  fhare  or  in- 
fluence in  the  government,  except  through  the  medium  of 
their  defpotic  matters,  who  can  difmifs  them  at  their  plea- 
fure.  In  a  Romifh  defpotic  government,  the  employment 
of  Proteftants  in  great  and  confidential  offices  can  be  of 
no  public  inconvenience,  as  well  for  the  before-mentioned 
reafon,  as  becaufe  there  is  no  tenet  of  the  Proteftant  re- 
ligion which  teaches  the  perfecution  of  all  Chriftians,. 
princes  and  people,  differing  from  Proteftants  in  point 
of  doctrine,  as  heretics  with  fire  and  fword ;  no  tenet 
which  teaches  them  to  overturn  the  government  which 
does  not  fhare  its  fovereignty  with  a  foreign  tribunal.  It 
is  much  fafer  for  a  Romifh  State  to  employ  Proteflants  in 
great  offices,  than  for  a  Proteftant  State  to  employ  Ro- 
manifts. 

The  Saxon  State  oeconomy  this  author  produces  with 
a  fort  of  triumphant  exultation,  as  a  decifive  proof  of  the 
truth  of  his  deductions  ;  '*  he  ftates  it  to  be  a  Roman  Ca^ 
*.  tholic  government  in  a  Proteftant  country,  the  very  re- 
'  verfe  of  Ireland  :  to  make  the  contraft  complete,  Pro- 
c  teftant  and  Catholic  enjoy  every  privilege  without  dif- 
'  tinclion.  The  revenue  of  the  Church,  f mall  but  adequate  > 

*  is  given  to  thofe  who  do  the  fervice  of  it  in  either  way. 
<  The  peafantry  are  without  any  exception  the  happieft, 
c  mod  comfortable,  and  moft  contented  in  the  world  ; 

*  the  higher  ranks  remarkable  for  their  martial  and  ho- 

*  nourable  fpirit,  the  Sovereign  is  a  father  of  all  his  fub- 

*  jeds.     But  a  ftronger  and  more  extraordinary  facl:  re- 
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*  mains,  to  Confound  the  friends  and  abettors  of  religious 

*  jealoufy  and  animofity.     The  Proteftants  of  Germany, 
1  certainly  not  indifferent  to  the  intcrefts  of  their  religion, 
4  could  not  find  a  properer  perfon  toentruft  them  to,  than 

*  to  this  very  Roman  Catholic  Prince,  who  is  feledled  by 

*  themfelves  to  be  the  chief  of  the  Proteftant  Union,  and 
'  to  watch  over  the  treaties  made  in  their  favour. 

But  this  well-informed  author,  notwithftanding  the 
amazing  extent  of  his  knowledge,  feems  to  be  totally 
ignorant  of  the  fpecific  differences  of  the  conftitution  of 
the  Britifli  Empire  from  that  of  any  other  country  in  the 
world,  and  the  neceflary  political  effecls  of  fuch  dif- 
ferences in  the  internal  regulations  of  a  State,  one  efficient 
part  of  whofe  fovereignty  is  a  popular  aflembly,  when 
contrafted  with  the  internal  political  regulations  of  a 
defpotic  government.  The  Elector  of  Saxony  is  as  def- 
potic  a  prince  as  any  in  Europe  within  his  own  terri- 
tories ;  his  fubjedts,  in  a  political  fenfe,  are  complete 
flaves ;  there  is  no  fpice  of  democracy  mingled  with  his 
power  :  in  his  State  the  Sovereign  may  be  truly  called  the 
father  of  his  people,  in  the  fame  fenfe  that  the  author  of 

*  Killing  no  Murder,  gives  that  title  to  Cromwell.    *  Your 

*  Highnefs,'  fays  he,  6  is  the  true  father  of  your  people,  for  we 
(  have  nothing  during  your  life  that  we  can  call  our  own?    If 
the  fubjecls  of  this  Eleclor,  the  higheft  ranks,  as  well  as 
the  peafantry,  are  the  happleft  and  moft  contented   irfr 
Europe,  as  this  author  ftates,  it  muft  follow  that  al>je& 
political  flavery  is  productive  of  the  greateft  happinefs  to 
the  fubjecl  ;  -a  doclrine  which  will  not  be  relimed  by  trie 
fubje&s  of  the  J>ritifh  Empire  :  God  preferve  us  from  fuch 
happinefs  !   I  remember  an  inftance  of  the  Eledor  of 
-Saxony's  mild  government  of  his  fubjecls,  which  was 
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publiftied  throughout  Europe  above  thirty  years  ago.  He 
received  information  that  a  Saxon  peafant  had  killed  a 
deer ;  he  caufed  him  to  be  feized,  ftripped  naked,  pi- 
nioned, and  ftrongly  tied  on  the  back  of  a  ftag,  which  was 
immediately  turned  loofe  into  the  forefts:  the  wild  animal, 
affrighted,  and  rather  uneafy  under  fo  arbitrary  an  impo- 
iition,  ran  furioufly  through  the  woods,  till  the  unhappy 
rider  was  torn  to  pieces  by  the  projecting  branches  of 
trees,  and  the  thorny  brambles  of  the  wild. 

At  the  firft  dawning  of  the  Reformation  in  Germany, 
the  then  Elector  of  Saxony,  one  of  the  moft  potent  princes 
of  the  Germanic  Union,  became  the  profefTed  patron  of 
Luther  ;  he  protected  him  from  the  fury  of  the  Romanifts, 
and  himfelf  as  well  as  his  fubjecls  became  Proteftants,  as 
did  many  other  German  potentates  with  their  people. 
The  Emperor,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  Pope,  and  other 
Romifh  ecclefiaftics,  commenced  a  furious  war  againft 
thefe  Proteftants ;  it  raged  with  great  violence  for  many 
years,  and  incalculable  mifchief  was  done  to  both  parties ; 
the  Elector  of  Saxony,  as  the  moft  confiderable  Proteftant 
prince*  being  at  the  head  of  the  Proteftants  :  till  at  length 
both  fides,  wearied  and  wafted  by  the  calamities  of  war, 
entered  into  treaties  of  peace  ;  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  then, 
a  Proteftant,  being  felected  by  his  Proteftant  co-eftates  as 
chief  of  the  Union.  (See  Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Charles 
the  Fifth,  vol.  ii.  book  ii.  page  100.  ;  book  v.  page  352. 
355'  '•>  v°l-  i'i«  book  x.  p.  201.  octavo  edition.)  About  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  the  then  Elector  of 
Saxony  apoftatized  from  the  religion  of  his  anceftors,  and 
became  a  Romanift,  his  fubjedts  being  Proteftants;  and  his 
fuccefTors  have  continued  Romanifts  to  this  day.  The 
anceftor  of  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  being  a  Proteftant,  was 

fcy  the  hefore-.mentioned  treaties  acknowledged  chief  of 
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the  Proteftant  Germanic  Union  ;  but  all  Germany  knows 
that  the  prefent  Ele&or,  being  a  Romanift,  is  not  confi- 
dered  or  acknowledged  as  fuch,  though  the  treaties  exift.; 
and  that  he  could  not  be  confidered  as  fuch,  even  if  he 
were  a  Proteftant,  becaufe  he  is  infinitely  inferior  in 
power  to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  Elector  of  Brandenburgh, 
who  is  now  in  facl:  the  head  of  the  Proteftant  Germanic 
Union,  and  is  fo  confidered. 

The  Elector  of  Saxony  being  a  defpotic,  in  fefpe&  to 
his  conftitutional  authority  over  his  own  fubje&s,  is  yet 
a  dependant  prince  in  refpecl:  to  the  Emperor  and  his  co- 
eftates,  being  but  a  ,member  of  the  German  Empire  : 
hence  he  cannot  attempt  to  innovate  in  the  eftablifhed  re- 
ligion of  his  country,  and  fubftitute  the  Romifh  faith  in 
the  room  of  the  Proteftant,  becaufe  the  Proteftant  States 
of  the  Empire  would  certainly  interfere  to  prevent  him, 
and  would  be  obliged  by  the  above-mentioned  treaties  to 
do  fo :  his  fubje&s,  fecurcd  in  tfre  enjoyment  of  their  re- 
ligious eftablimment  by  the  conftitution  of  the  German 
Empire,  and  their  religion  teaching  them  no  doctrines 
hoftile  to  their  Romifh  Sovereign,  acquiefce  under  the 
government  of  a  Romanift  :  and  as  to  the  enjoyment  of 
every  privilege  indifcriminately  by  Proteftant  arid  Ro- 
manift, very  little  mifchief  is  to  be  apprehended  on  that 
account  in  a  State,  where  the  Sovereign  is  defpotic,  and 
the  people  entitled  to  no  privilege,  fave  what  the  Sovereign 
pleafes  to  beftow  :  benefits  fpringing  entirely  from  his 
favour  canrjot  with  propriety  be  called  privileges. 

The  above  reafoning  applies  to  every  inftance  quoted 
by  this  author  of  the  indifcriminate  advancement  of  Ro- 
manifts  and  Proteftants  under  the  German  governments  ; 
but  he  is  not  able  to  quote  one  inftance  of  fuch  indif. 
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criminate  advancement  in  any  popular  government  in 
Chriftendom  :  the  Swifs  States  were  almoft  all  oligar- 
chical, and  very  defpotic  :  and  in  the  Dutch  State,  which 
had  a  great  mixture  of  democracy  in  it,  and  which  held  * 
out  univerfal  toleration  and  protection  to  the  profeflbrs  of 
all  feels,  no  perfon  of  a  different  religious  perfuafion  from 
that  of  their  eftablifhment,  before  the  French  fubverted 
their  conftitution,  was  fuffered  to  fit  as  a  member  of  their 
States  General, 

This  author,  with  no  fmall  degree  of  fophiftry  and  af- 
furance  coupled  together,  obferves,  that  the  Saxon  go- 
vernment is  the  direct  reverfe  of  that  of  Ireland,  for  there 
the  government  (that  is,  the  Elector)  is  Roman  Catholic, 
and  the  country  Proteftant;  thus  indirectly  afTerting,  that; 
the  religion  of  the  people  of  Ireland  in  general  is  Romifh, 
though  the  government  be  Proteftant.  The  truth  is,  the 
religion  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  if  determined  by  the 
religion  of  the  majority  reckoned  by  the  poll,  would  be 
Romiih  by  a  majority  of  two  to  one  :  if  reckoned  by  pro- 
perty, would  be  Proteftant  by  a  majority  of  forty  to  one  ; 
fo  that  it  may  be  juftly  aflerted  from  fair  calculation,  ex- 
clufive  of  its  being  the  one  eftablifhed,  that  the  religion 
of  Ireland  is  Proteftant.  The  author  does  not  forget  to 
infmuate  in  his  account  of  Saxony,  that  Romifh  Irifli 
priefts  mould  enjoy  part  at  leaft  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Church  in  Ireland,  by  obferving,  that  in  Saxony  the 
fmall  but  adequate  revenue  of  the  Church  is  given  to  thofe 
who  do  the  fervice  of  it  in  either  way  :  which  obfervation, 
however,  is  falfe  with  refpect  to  that  electorate  in  ge- 
neral. And  this  author's  extraordinary  faff  confounding  all 
bis  oppofers  turns  out  to  be  a  fabrication  of  his  own,  the 
materials  of  which  are  fraud  and  ignorance, 
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This  author  attempts  to  furniili  an  argument  in  favour" 
of  his  pofitions,  from  the  liberality  of  the  French  nior 
narchical  government  to  their  Proteilant  fubjecls  :  he 
aflerts,  <  that  the  JProteffonts  in  thofe  parts  of  France 

*  where  they  were  in  any  proportion  to  the  Catholics, 
f  were  exactly  in  the  fame  fituation  as  they.     Such  was 
f  the  cafe  of  Alfatia  ceded  to  France  by  the  treaty  of 

*  Munfter  ;  the  rights  of  Proteftants  in  that  province  were 

*  jrefpe&ed.1     AJface  was  no  part  of  the  realm  of  France, 
it  was  a  part  of  Germany  acquired  by  the  arms  and  trea- 
chery of  the  French  monarch  :  the  inhabitants  were  Pro- 
jteftants,     A  treaty  of  peace  being  concluded  between, 
Franpe  and  Germany,  and  this  province  ceded  to  France, 
the  free  exercife  of  the  religion  of  the  inhabitants  was 
Stipulated   for,  and   made  one   of  the  conditions  of  the 
treaty  ;  as  the  province  bordered  on  the  territories  of  the 
pnemies  of  France,  and  might  revolt,  the  French  Govern-* 
merit  thought  it  prudent  to  reconcile  the  inhabitants  to 
their  new  matters,  by  an  adherence  to  the  treaty  fo  far  as 
to  indulge  them  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  :  it 
was  ufeful  to  the  French  to  do  fo ;  and  could  not  be  deT 
trimentalj  inafmuch  as  the  people  of  the  province  have  nq 
(hare  in  the  government,  which  isdefpotic  :  a  fort  of  po- 
litical  neceffity    infured  the   obfervation  of  the   treaty, 
qtherwife  it  may  be  fairly  prefumed,  that  this  moft  faith- 
lefs  of  all  nations  would  not  have  hefitated  at  violating  the 
conditions.     The  conduct  of  that  nation  in  violating  thq 
Edi&  of  Nants,  and  perfecuiing  the  Proteftants  through- 
out all  their  ancient  limits,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Popery^ 
with   fire,   fword,  and  the  gallies,  particularly  in  Lan- 
guedoc?  where  they  continued  to  hunt  them  like  wild 
beafts,  till  the  diflblution  of  the  monarchy,  fully  juftifies 
f|jch  a  preemption. 

The 


(    73    ) 

The  author  then  dates,  <  lhat  Mr.  Neclcar,  who  was 
*  Prime    Minifter,    Marechal   Saxe    many  years   Com- 
f  mander  in  Chief  of  the  armies  in  France,  Marechals 
f  I/oyendaK  Luckner,  Wurmfer,   and  innumerable  other 
•*  Protcftants,  were  high  in  civil  and  military  rank  ia 
'  France.'     I  have  already  mown,  that,  as  to  the  fecurity 
of  government  and  ,the  religion  eftablifhed,  it  is  but  of 
little  moment  what  the  religious  perfuafion  of  military 
officers  is  in  defpotic  monarchies,  as  was  that  of  France; 
^nd  that  the  religion  even  of  civil  officers  in  fuch  govern- 
ments is  not  a  matter  of  much  public  concern:  yet  I  deny 
that  there  were  innumerable  inftances  in  France  before  the 
Revolution,  of  Proteftants  being  high  in  civil  or  military 
rank  :  the  inftances  of  that  kind  were  very  few,  and  the 
author  has  enumerated  the  moft  of  them*     But  what  in- 
fatuation induced  him  to  re  fort  to  the  inftance  of  Mr, 
Neckar,  a  Proteftant,  being  Prime  Minifter  of  France? 
fie  was  indeed  Prime  Minifter  of  that  devoted  country,  an$ 
was  by  reputation  a  Calvinift,  but  in  truth,  an  AtheiH: ; 
and  the  fruits  of  his  miniftry  in  France  were,  the  over- 
tfirow  of  its  ancient  government,  the  fubverfion  of  its  efta- 
blimed  religion  and  of  all  Chriftianity,  and  the  defolation 
of  the  kingdom.     And  this  author  holds  up  the  fatal  pro- 
motion in  France  of  this  monfter  of  perfidy  and  treafon, 
pn  enemy  to  the  eftablilhed  religion  and  conftitution  of 
that  country,  as  an  argument  to  induce  Irifh  Proteftants 
to  betray  the  fovereignty  of  the  State  into  the  hands  of 
Jrifh  Romanifts,  the  inveterate  enemies  of  its  eftablifhed 
Religion  and  Conftitution. 

This  author,  in  page  39,  makes  the  following  obfer- 
yation  :  *  One  cannot  help  pitying  a  government,  which 
f  feems  to  be  in  conilant  terrpr  of  the  profperity  of  its 

*  own 
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*  own  fubjects.     Their  number,  their  riches,  their  fpirif, 

*  their  civil  and  military  talents,   are  fo  many  objeds  of 
4  fear.'   This  is  his  picture  of  the  government  of  Ireland? 
The  Irifh  government  has  ufed  every  endeavour  which 
found  policy  can  dictate,  to  increafe  the  profperity   of 
all  its  fubjedts :  their  number,  their  riches,  their  fpirit, 
their  civil  and  military  talents,  are  the  objects  of  its  ap- 
plaufes,  of  its  proud  and  honourable  exultation:   but  a 
certain  clafs  of  Irifh  fubjects  are,  from  religious  bigotry, 
incurable  enemies  to  the  conftitution  of  their  country  in 
Church  and  State  ;  found  policy  directs,  that  fttch  Ihould 
be  excluded  from  the  fovereign  power  of  the  State,  which 
they  muft  wield,  if  inverted  with  it,  for  the  fubverfion  of 
the  conftitution  ;  and  prevented  from  ufmg  either  their 
number,  their  riches,  their  fpirit,  or  their  talents,  for  the 
ruin  of  their  fellow-fubjects  and  of  the  conftitution.    The 
Irifh  Proteftants  fear  not  Irifh  Romanifts,  either  from 
their  boafted  numbers  or  puiflance  ;  they  know  their  own 
ftrength,  and  rely  on  their  own  courage,  of  both  which 
they  have  given  Romim  Rebels  recent  proofs  ;  their  con- 
duct in  fuch  exclufion   is  not  the  effect  of  fear,  but  of 
wifdom  and  prudence  :  it  is  not  cowardice  in  the  garrifon 
of  an  impregnable  fortrefs,  the  fafety  and  protection  of  a 
realm,  to  refufe  entrance  into  it  to  their  irreconcilable 
enemies,  whofe  numbers  or  courage,  when  on  the  outfide, 
can  be  no  objects  of  terror.    How  can  it  befaid  with  juf- 
tice  or  reafon,  that  Irifh  Proteftants  put  any  impediments 
in  the  road  of  Irifh  Romanifts  to  wealth  and  profperity, 
or  in  their  paths  to  military  renown  ?    Is  not  the  army 
now  open  to  them  ?    Are  not  trade,  and  all  the  avenues  of 
honeft  induftry,  as  open  to  them,   as  to  their  Proteftant 
fellow-fubjects  ?"  Are  not  their  lives  and  properties  equally 
protected  by  the  laws  ?    How  fajfe  then,  how  malicious, 

how 
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how  infolent,  and  how  petulant,  is  the  above  inve&ive 
of  this  Romifli  writer  againft  the  Irifh  Government ! 

I  will  now  point  the  reader's  attention  to  thofe  parts 
of  the  author's  pamphlet,  in  which  he  throws  out  the 
moft  audacious  threats  of  rebellion  and  rdiftance  againft 
the  lawful  authority  of  the  State.  Thefe  he  introduces 
under  the  guife  of  advice,  or  fuggefts  them  as  the  natural 
confequences  of  what  he  ftyles  the  oppreftion  of  the  Ro- 
manifts  in  Ireland  by  their  Proteftant  fellow-fubjecls  and 
the  State.  In  pages  6,  7,  and  8,  he  obfeives,  *  that  it 

*  is  dangerous,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  men's  minds  all 
6  over  the  world,  to  exclude  formally  three  millions  out 

*  of  four,  in  a  detached  country,  from  the  juft  and  rea- 

*  fonable  rights  which  they  fee  their  fellow  fubje<Sls  en*- 

*  joy  ;  and  that  the  idea  of  preferving  fuch  an  eftablifti- 

*  ment  by  force  is  abfurd  and  imprafticable.'     And  then, 
after  obferving   on  the  fuccefs  of  the  Netherlands    in 
throwing  off  the  Spanifh  yoke,  and  their  right  to  do  fo, 
he  injinuates  that  in  Ireland,  Separation  from  Great  Britain* 
and  Independency,  Jh ml d  be  maintained  at  all  hazards  ;  and 
concludes  with  the  maxim  of  one  of  the  French  dema- 
gogues, that  infur  reel  ion  is  the  mofl  f acred  of  our  duties  \ 
pretending  to  deduce   the   juftice   of  thefe   treafonable 
aphorifms  from  a  paffage  in  the  pamphlet  of  his  anta» 
gonifl. 

Further  to  ftimulate  the  Irim  Romanics  to  rebellion, 
and  to  fharpen  their  natural  rancour  againft  the  Britifh 
foldiery,  he  accufes  the  Englifli  Militia,  who  gallantly 
volunteered  for  the  afiiftance  of  their  brethren  the  Pro- 
teftants  of  Ireland,  of  gratifying  their  luft  by  brutal 
Violations  of  the  Irifh  females^  in  the  following  paiTage  s 
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*  From  accounts  which  the  papers  give  of  the  gallantry  of 

*  the  Britijh  Militia  ^vith  the  fair,  as  well  as  in  the  field* 
'  one  would  imagine  they  had  read  Mr.  C.'s  pamphlet,  and 
'   were  imitating  the  Romans  in  fettling  the  preliminaries  of 
f  union  with  the  Sabines?     The  good   conduct  and  ftri£l 
chYdpline  of  the  Britilh  Militia,  which  lately  came  into 
Ireland,  have  been  praiied  by  the  two  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  by  every  loyal  man  in  the  kingdom  ;    and  for  . 
this  raoft  groundlefs  calumny  the  ilanderous  author  had 
no  other  authority  than  his  own  malice.     He  then  pro- 
ceeds, with  the  utmoft  virulence,  to  abufe  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain  in  refpedl  to  foreign  nations,  aflerting  that 
flie  has  thereby  ruined  herfelf,  and  is  now  a  bankrupt, 
with  which  it  would  be 'highly  imprudent  for  Ireland  to 
have  any  connexion.     He  lays  to  the  charge  of  her  Mi* 
niftry  all  the  calamities  which,  as  he  ftates,  have  afflicted 
Ireland  for  a  feries  of  ages ;  and  afTerts  that  the  dawn  of 
improvement  in  the  ftate  of    Ireland  commenced  with 
her  averting  fome  degree  of  independence  on  England  in 
the  year  1780.     (See  pages  9,  10.)     Then,  after  ftyling 
the  Proteftant  Religion  a  Medufa's  head,  which  paralyfes 
a  large  portion  of  our  people,  or  turns  their  arws  agaivft 
tach  other  (thereby  admitting,  what  he   in  other  places 
denies,  that  the  laft  Rebellion,  as  well  as  preceding  ones, 
ivas  a  Romifh  rebellion),  he  recites  the  triumphs  of  the 
Republic  of  France,  and  magnifies  her  power  :  he  ftates, 
that  a  war  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  not  pro- 
table  y  if  the  people  are  fatiified  ;  but  is  to  be  feare(iy  if  the 
raufes  of  fcf content  are  not  removed.     By  the  people,  this 
author,  throughout  his  pamphlet,  means  Romanics  ex* 
clufively  ;    and  the  principal  caufes  of  complaint  which 
he  enumerates,  are  the  exclufion  of  the  members  of  the 
Romiih  fe£t  from  Parliament,  and  from  the  great  offices 

%  of 
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of  the  State  ;  that  is,  from  a  (hare  in  the  foverelgnty  of 
the  State  ;  thus  declaring  in  the  rnoft  explicit  terms,  that 
the  Irlft  Romanics  will  commence  hoftilitles  agalnft  Great 
Britain  and  the  P  rot  eft  ant  ^  of  Ireland,  in  confederacy  with 
France,  if  they  do  not  obtain  a  Jhare  in  the  fovereignty* 
(See  page  17.)  He  further  proceeds  thus:  '  It  is  dan- 

*  gernus,  it   is  almoft  treafbn  againft   the  caufe  of  alt 

*  regular  fociety,  attacked  as  it  is  by  powerful  enemies^  to 

*  trifle  in  this  manner  with  the  feelings  of  three  millions 

*  of  people,  by  excluding  them   from  thofe  rights  for 
'  which  they  are  called  upon  to  rilk  their  lives/     (See 
page  23.)     Then,  after  acknowledging  that  the  late  Iriih 
Rebels,    forming  the    Directory,    were    in   treaty    with 
France    for  their   afilAance    to   feparate    Ireland    from 
Great  Britain,    and   praifmg    this   Directory    for    their 
principles  of   patriotifm    manifefted  in    the  con.du&   of 
the  treaty,  he  proceeds  to  encourage  rebellion,    by   in- 
fmuating    the    probability   of   fuccefs,    from    the   lltua-- 
lion   of  Ireland,  and   the   certainty   of  French   fupport. 

*  Of  late,'  he  obfervcs,  '  the  theory  of  infurreclion  has 
'  almoft  forced  itfelf  upon  every  fpectilative  mind,     A 
4  province  diftant  from  the  feat  of  empire  is  much  more 

*  liable  to  the  intrigues  of  an  enemy  than  one  that  has  it 
4  in  its  centre/     (See  page  24.)     He  proceeds  in  pretty 
much  the  fame  (train  to  page  30,  in  which  he  inferts  a 
quotation  from  Mariana,  importing,  that  all  poor  perfons 
in  a  State  will  be  enemies  to  it,  if  all  hopes  of  emerging 
are  taken  away  from  them  ;  which  may  be  very  true, 
but  gives  no  fupport  to  the  author's  arguments.     Mariana 
does  not  mean  that  all  beggars  in  a  State  will  rebel,  if  the 
hope  of  emerging  into  ,the  fovereignty  of  the  State  is 
taken  away  from  them  ;  he  means  the  hope  of  emerging 
into  opulence :  fuch  is  the  precife  meaning  of  the  paf- 

(age* 


fage.  But  the  means  of  emerging  from  poverty  into 
opulence  are,  by  our  Conflitution,  as  open  to  poor  Ro- 
manifts  as  to  poor  Proteftants.  The  author  feems  to 
have  inferted  the  quotation  for  the  mere  purpofe  of 
fhowing  his  learning :  it  cannot  be  diftorted  to  fignify 
that  beggars  will  be  difaffefted  to  the  State,  unlefs  they 
have  grounds  to  hope  that  they  may  be  kings. 

This  author,  then,  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  inflam- 
mation, falls  on  the  Irifh  Popery  Code,  which  has  been 
forne  time  fince,  perhaps  injudicioufly,  certainly  too 
haftily,  repealed.  He  thus  defcribes  it  and  its  effects  : 

*  Laws  which  for  a  century  cramped  the  induftry  of  a 
c  people,    debarred  them   from   education,    armed    the 

*  brother  againft  the  brother,  and  rewarded  the  fon  for 
'  betraying  the   father,  excluded    the  Roman  Catholics 

*  from  Proteftant  fchools,  prevented  them  from  having 
4  fchools  of  their  own,  and  profcribed  foreign  education/ 
(See  pages  4.  IO.J     c  Thefe  laws  left  a  people  poor,  ig- 
4  norant,  with  little  refpect  for  law,  and  ferocious  from 
4  a  fenfe  of  injury.     They  rendered  property  infecure, 
4  prevented  the  cultivation   of  land,    the  interior   con- 

*  fidence  of  families,  the  extenfion  of  trade,  or  the  em- 

*  ployment  of  the  talents  or  genius  of  three  fourths  of 
'  the  people  in  civil  or  military  affairs.'     (See  page  34.) 
At  prefent  I  (hall  only  obferve,    that  England  had  her 
Popery  Code  as  well  as   Ireland,  very  fimilar  to,  2nd 
almoft  the   fame  with  the  Irifh  ;    and  that  this  Code, 
though  the  Irifh  one  be  repealed,  is  ftill  in  force,  as  to 
many  parts  of  it,  in  England.     I  fhall  hereafter  make 
further  obfervations  on  this  author's  ftri£tureson  the  Irifh 
Popery  Code  ;  but  fhall  firft  fhow  that  the  ftrength  and 
puiifance  of  the  Irifh  Romanifls  are  not  fo    great  or 

formidable, 
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formidable,  nor  their  threatened  rebellion,  even  though 
fupported  by  France,  fo  dangerous  tc*  the  Irifh  Govern* 
ment,  or  to  the  Britifh  Empire  in  general,  as  this  author 
reprefents  them.  In  the  fecond  place,  I  (hall  prove  that 
the  late  Irifh  Rebellion  was  a  Romifh  Rebellion  :  in  doing 
which  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  delineate  fome  of  the  cruelties 
exercifed  by  the  Rebels  on  their  Proteftant  fellow-  fubje&s. 
In  the  third  place,  I  fhall  (how  that  all  the  rebellions  of 
Irifh  Romanifts  are  excited,  encouraged,  and  even  com- 
manded, by  the  pofitive  tenets  of  their  religion  :  from 
whence  it  will  direclly  follow  as  a  corollary,  that  the 
mafs  of  Irifh  Romanifts,  as  long  as  they  continue  of  that 
perfuafion,  muft  be  juftly  confidered  by  the  State  as 
fubje£ts  whofe  fidelity  cannot  be  relied  upon  ;  and  that 
fuch  checks  fhould  be  held  over  them  as  may  prevent 
their  difturbing  the  State,  even  after  an  Incorporating 
Union  mall  take  place, 


As  to  the  firft,  I  have  already  proved,  that  Irifh 
manifts  do  not  exceed  Irifh  Proteftants  in  number,  in  a 
greater  proportion  than  that  of  two  to  one  ;  and  this  proof 
I  have  founded  on  every  rational  ground  of  inquiry  or 
inveftigation,  which  have  in  that  particular  been  ever 
adopted.  (See  Appendix,  No.  i.)  I  have  already  fliown, 
as  to  the  mafs  of  property  in  Ireland,  real  and  peribnal, 
that  the  part  of  it  in  the  hands  of  Proteftants  is  to  that  in 
the  hands  of  Romanifts  in  the  proportion  of  forty  to  one. 
(See  Appendix,  No.  i.)  Now  as  the  ftrength  of  a  nation, 
for  defence  and  offence,  is  in  a  ratio  compofed  of  its  num- 
bers and  its  wealth,  fo  likewife  is  the  relative  ftrength  of 
two  contending  parties  within  it  :  hence  it  is  demonftrable, 
that  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  alone  are  fully  able  to 
reprefs  the  threatened  rebellion  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts; 

and 


ihd  tfu$  was  fully  and  pra&lcally  proved  ir!  the  late 
Romifh  Rebellion,  "which  was  fupprefied  by  the  Army,' 
Milhia>.  and  Proteftant  Yeomanry  of  Ireland. 

It  is  well  known  in  Ireland,  fhat  this  Rebellion  might 
liave  been  prevented  and  nipped  in  the  bud,  if  vigorous 
tneafures  had   been  timely  adopted  by  the  Irifh  GoverrV- 
rnent.     The  then   Lord  Lieutenant  (Earl  Camden)  was 
a  man  of  great  honour  and  integrity,  and  si  determined^ 
friend   to  the  Conftftution  in  Church   and  State.     The7 
|>rrncipaf  men  in  power  m  the  kingdom  were  of  fimilar 
character*     The  information  refpecling  the  fchemes  and 
defigns  of  the  confpirators  was  complete,  and  called  for 
the  moft  fpeedy   and  ft  re  nil  oil  $  exertions  of  the  State  to? 
defeat  them*     The  Irilh   Parliament  conferred  the  moil: 
ample  authority  on  the  Executive  Government  ;  yet  the' 
delay  of  exertion  was  remarkable  and  notorious.      Moft 
thinking  people  attributed  the  backwardnefs  of  Govern-* 
rnent  in  feizing  and  ptinifhing  thefe  Catholics,  and  their 
affociates,  to  a  Bfttifli   influence   in   our  councils.     It  is 
fuppofed  that  the   pov>-ers  of  the  Chkf  Governor  were' 
fhackled  by  orders  from  England,     The  ilate  of  affairs 
In  Ireland  had   been  grofsiy  mifreprefented  to  men  m 
power    in  England,    and   thofe    mifreprefemations  had 
taken   deep   rooU     The    late    Mrl  Edmund  Burke,    an' 
Irilh  gentleman  refident   in  England,  had  projecled  the? 
total   fubverlion  of  the  Proteftant  Eftablifhment  in  Ire^ 
land  fo  early  as  the  year  1761  ;-    and  having  rngratiafted 
timfelf  with   the  Secretary  of  the  Marquis  of  Halifax*, 
ihen   Lord  Lieutenant   of  Ireland,    he   returned  -to  his* 
native  country  fn  his  fuite.     He  then  began  his  operations 
for  carrying  his   project    into    execution.      He 
However,  the  current  of  opinion  in   Ireland  againft 
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Innovations  too  ftrong  for  his  ftemming  it.  England  was 
at  that  time  triumphant  over  France,  and  no  afliftance 
was  to  be  expe&ed  from  that  quarter ;  and  his  own 
credit  in  England  was  not  then  near  fo  great  as  it  after- 
wards was.  He  was  obliged  to  fufpend  his  operations  at 
that  time,  and  retire  unfuccefsful  to  England,  As  foon, 
however,  as  the  American  war  blazed  forth,  he  re- 
commenced them  with  all  the  vigour  in  his  power.  He 
publifhed  a  Letter,  addrefied  to  a  Romim  Irifli  Noble- 
man,  which  is  exad~Uy  of  the  fame  nature  with  the 
pamphlet  I  am  now  remarking  on  :  indeed  all  the  argu- 
ments in  this  pamphlet  are  taken  from  the  Letter.  Mr. 
Burke  therein  paints  in  the  moft  glowing  colours,  the 
hardfhips  which  Romanifts  endured  in  Ireland  from  the 
effec"l  of  the  Popery  Laws  ;  he  boldly  afTerts  their  un- 
doubted right  to  every  privilege  enjoyed  by  Trim  Proteft- 
ants  ;  he  exaggerates  their  number  and  ftrength,  and 
threatens  the  Britifh  Empire  with  the  exertion  of  them 
againft  its  then  tottering  power,  as  he  defcribes  it :  in 
fhort,  he  dwells  on  every  topic  of  inflammation  of  Irifti 
Romanifts,  on  every  encouragement,  on  every  provoca- 
tion to  revolt  againft  Britain  in  her  then  diftrefled  fitua- 
tion  ;  mixing,  throughout  the  whole,  the  groifeft  mif- 
reprefentations  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland.  This  Letter  he 
followed  with  a  fucceflion  of  publications,  all  in  the 
fame  ftrain,  under  the  titles  of  Letters,  Speeches,  and. 
Eflays,  in  the  daily  Newfpapers,  Reviews,  Magazines, 
Annual  Regifters,  c5cc.  and  continued  them  to  the  day  of 
his  death.  His  parents  were  Irim  Romanifts  ;  he  was 
endowed  with  very  fhowy  talents;  his  ftyle  was  elegant  ; 
he  was  well  read  in  all  parts  of  polite  literature ;  he  was 
laborious  and  indefatigable  :  but  his  vanity,  the  attendant 
on  a  weak  judgment,  was  unbounded  ;  and  his  zeal  for 

c  promoting 
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promoting  all  the  political  views  of  Popery  was  enthrr- 
fiaftic.  This  zeal  will  account  for  the  extraordinary 
anomalies  in  his  political  conduct.  He  had  recom- 
mended himfelf  to  the  late  Marquis  of  Rockingham,. 
and  by  his  intereft  he  obtained  a  feat  in  the  Britifh  Houfe 
of  Commons.  During  the  American  and  French  war, 
no  man  in  England  was  a  ftronger  advocate  for  the 
Americans.  In  his  fpeeches  in  Parliament  he  fupported. 
all  their  pretenfions,  he  juflified  all  their  proceedings, 
and  often  pointed  out  the  meafures,  in  the  Britifh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  for  diftrefling  Britain,  which  the  Amen? 
cans  afterwards  purfued  ;  in  fhort,  on  all  occafions  he 
appeared  a  determined  republican,  and  at  the  fame  time 
ufed  the  moft  ftrenuous  efforts  to  urge  the  Irifh  Romanifts 
to  revolt,  for  the  purpofe  of  increafmg  the  embarralTments 
of  the  Britifh  Government.  (See  the  Annual  Regifter, 
and  Hiftory  of  the  late  War,  chiefly  written  by  Mr. 
Burke.)  At  the  time  it  pleafed  the  Almighty  to  vifit 
His  Majefty  with  a  grievous  malady,  which  fufpended 
his  exercife  of  the  kingly  functions,  when  his  recovery 
was  doubtful,  and  the  mind  of  every  honed  and  loyal 
man  in  the  nation  finking  under  difmal  apprehenfions  of 
impending  evils,  and^his  heart  burflmg  with  grief  for  the 
danger  of  his  beloved  Sovereign,  Mr.  Burke  exultingly 
declared  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  God  had  hurled 
His  Afajefty  from  his  throne.  Impious  triumph  of  repub- 
lican malignity  !  At  no  very  long  interval  after  this  tranf- 
a&iori,  the  French  Revolution  blazed  forth  like  a  volcano, 
confumed  the  Monarchy,  Religion,  Laws,  and  Confti- 
tution  of  that  country  ;  eftablilhed  a  Republic,  and  pro- 
claimed war  and  hoflility  againft  all  Kings.  In  the  pro- 
grefs  of  their  career,  the  French  leaders  reduced  to 
practice  the  whole  theory  of  all  Mr.  Burke's  republican 
4  leffons, 


leflbns,  which  he  had  read  with  fo  much  fuccefs  to  the 
Americans,  from  whom  the  French  derived  all  their  po- 
litical inftrticlion.  Mr.  Burke  fuddenly  renounced  all 
his  former  principles,  arid  employed  his  polluted  pen, 
yet  ftained  with  democratic  ink,  in  reprobating,  with 
the  utmoft  energy,  all  the  proceedings  of  the  French 
Democrats,  though  their  enormities  were  committed  in 
conformity  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  his  former 
political  lectures.  It  muft  be  admitted  that  he  fung  his 
palinodia  with  great  fuccefs  and  applaufe.  He  expofed, 
with  much  juftice,  force,  and  perfpicuity,  the  treafon, 
wickednefs,  and  cruelty,  of  the  French  Anarchifts ;  de- 
veloped their  arts  and  deceptions  with  great  acutenefs, 
and  raifed  the  abhorrence  of  the  Britifh  nation,  as  well 
againft  them,  as  againft  a  faction  of  atheiftical  republicans 
at  home,  who  attempted  to  fpread  the  contagion  of  the 
defolating  Gallic  doctrines  through  the  Britifh  dominions; 
But  to  what  caufe  can  this  fudden  change  in  Mr.  Burke's 
political  conduct  be  attributed  ?  I  can  guefs  at  no  other 
than  his  enthufiaftic  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  the 
political  purfuits  and  interefts  of  the  Romim  Church,  of 
which  he  has  mown  himfelf,  for  a  feries  of  years,  the 
profeffed  advocate.  The  French  atheiftical  ufurpers 
profcribed  Chriftianity  and  all  its  profeflbrs  :  they  con- 
fequently  profcribed  Popery,  the  heretofore  eftabliflied 
religion  of  France,  with  all  its  interefts,  and  confiscated 
the  whole  Church  Revenues.  This  excited  Mr.  Burke's 
rage  and  refentment  againft  them  ;  and  hence  his  repro- 
bation of  their  republicanifm.  In  one  of  his  publica- 
lions  he  complains,  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  heart,  that 
they  have  pulled  down  the  Majefly  of  Religion  ;  and 
Popery  certainly  does  affect  great  external  pomp  and 
grandeur.  However,  if  any  perfon  (hall  fuggeft  a  more 
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probable  caufe  of  the  fudden  alteration  in  the  political 
conduct  of  Mr.  Burke,  I  fhall  readily  relinquifh  my 
hypothefis.  This  gentleman,  very  unfortunately  for  the 
repofe  of  Ireland,  and  confequently  of  Great  Britain, 
has  influenced  fome  men  of  great  rank  and  power  in 
England  to  concur  with  him  in  the  proje&  of  commu- 
nicating with  the  Irifh  Romanifts  the  fupreme  power  of 
the  State,  by  admitting  them  into  Parliament ;  and  has 
had  the  addrefs,  at  the  fame  time,  to  perfuade  them,  by 
grofs  miftatement,  that  the  Romanifts  are  powerful 
enough  in  Ireland  to  compel,  an  acquiefcence  in  fuch 
their  ambitious  views,  and  that  it  is  therefore  good  policy 
to  give  that  which  cannot  be  withheld.  He  has  alfo,  by 
the  fame  means,  perfuaded  them,  in  defiance  of  truth, 
that  the  Irifh  Romanifts  are  grievoufly  opprefled  by  their 
Proteftant  fellow-fubjedls  ;  that  they  are  Monarchifts ; 
the  Irifh  Proteftants,  Republicans.  He  has  worked  on 
their  generofity,  by  preaching  up  the  doctrines  of  Liberality, 
Conciliation,  Emancipation,  and  Reform ;  concealing 
under  fuch  fpecious  names  and  titles,  Romifh  Perfecu- 
tion,  Rancour,  Subverfion  and  Profcription  of  the  Pro- 
teftant Religion,  Democracy,  and  Separation,  the  cer- 
tain  confequences  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  projecls. 

Evident  marks  of  the  progrefs  of  Mr.  Burke's  doc- 
trines in  favour  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  may  be  clifco- 
vered  in  moft  of  the  Speeches  of  great  and  powerful 
Noblemen  and  Commoners  in  England  on  the  fubjecl 
of  Union,  copies  of  which  have  been  publifhed,  and 
will  be  hereafter  noticed.  This  Jeff  of  Britijb  Politicians 
may  be  diftinguifljed  by  the  name  of  Burkifts  ;  and  from  the 
power  and  influence  of  this  feel:,  fatally  misinformed  and 
milled  with  refpedl  to  the  affairs  and  ftate  of  Ireland, 
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the  procraftination  and  delay  of  vigorous  meafures  for 
prevention  of  the  Rebellion  are  generally  attributed  ;  and 
to  the  fame  fource  may  be  traced  many  of  the  meafures 
lately  purfued,  and,  I  am  lorry  to  fay,  ftill  purfuing,  in 
Ireland,  which  give  the  higheft  difguft  to  the  whole 
body  of  I  rim  Proteftants,  and  which,  inflead  of  pro- 
moting an  Incorporating  Union  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  are  in  facl:  throwing  obftacles  in  the  way  of  it  ; 
all  which,  however,  I  have  the  ftrongeft  hopes  that  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  nation  will  furmount. 

I  have  ftated  that  the  late  Irifti  Rebellion  was  fup- 
p reded    by  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland.     To  prove  that 
facl:,  it  is  only  neceffary  to  recur  to  dates.     The  Rebel- 
lion broke  out  on  the   23d  of  May  1798.     The  whole 
Regular  Army,  the  Militia,  and  the  Yeomanry,  then  in 
the  kingdom,    were  the  proper  forces  of  Ireland,  and 
paid  by  Ireland.     Mod  of  the   regular  troops  had,  at 
different  periods  before,  been  fent  out  of   the  kingdom 
on  foreign  fervice,  and  their  places  fupplied  by  Feacible 
Regiments,  many  of  them  Scotch  ;    but  as  thefe  troops 
were  paid  by  the  Irifti  Treafury,  and  were  fent  in  lieu 
of  the  I  rim  trained  troops  employed  on  foreign  expe- 
ditions, I  do  not  account  them  Britim  troops  fent  to  our 
afliftance    in   preventing  or  fupprelfing  the    Rebellion. 
On  the  23d  of  May  1798,  the  day  the  Rebellion  broke 
out,    the  towns  of  Naas,  Carlow,  Baltinglafs,  Monaf- 
tereven,    and    Clane,    were    attacked,    and   the   Rebels 
beaten  at  them  all,  principally  by  the  Irifh  Militia  and 
Yeomen.     On  the  2gth   of  the  fame  month,    General 
Sir  James  Duff  defeated  a  large  body  of  Rebels  at  Kil- 
dare,  and  opened  the  paflage  from  Dublin  to  Munfter, 
which  had  been  obftructed  by  them.     On  the  fame  day 
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the  town  of  Enriifcorthy,  in  the  county  of  Wexford, 
was  attacked  by  a  great  body  of  Rebels,  commanded  by 
one  Murphy,  the  Romifh  Prieft  of  a  neighbouring  pa- 
rifti.  It  was  defended  by  the  Proteftant  Yeomanry 
alone.  It  was  an  open  place,  without  fortification,  and 
the  Yeomen  fought  with  them  at  the  outfkirts  of  the 
town.  The  conteft  was  long  and  bloody.  The  Yeo- 
manry amounted  to  about  three  hundred  only ;  the  Re- 
bels to  more  than  twice  as  many  thoufands.  Forty- 
feven  of  the  Yeomanry  were  killed,  and  above  five  hun- 
dred of  the  Rebels.  -.When  the  Romifh  inhabitants  of 
the  town  found  their  rebel  friends  recoiling,  they  fet  fire 
to  the  houfes,  moftly  thatched,  in  the  rear  of  the  Yeo- 
manry, and  obliged  them,  from  frnoke  and  heat,  to  file 
off  from  the  town,  which  the  Rebels  then  entered ;  and 
this  gallant  body  of  men  retreated  unmolefted  to  Wex- 
ford,  about  eleven  miles.  The  Rebels  had,  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  defeated  a  party  of  about  one  hundred  of  the 
North  Cork  Regiment  of  Militia,  put  them  every  man 
to  death,  except  three  who  efcaped,  and  got  pofleflion 
of  their  mufkets  and  ammunition,  with  which  they 
greatly  galled  the  Ennifcorthy  Yeomanry.  On  this  fuc- 
cefs,  the  Peafantry  of  the  country,  being  for  the  mod 
part  Romanifts,  joined  the  Rebels,  and  they  marched  on 
to  Wexford,  being  a  fea-port,  and  the  county  town. 
There  were  but  few  troops  in  the  place.  Some  Gentle- 
men in  the  neighbourhood  raifed  Yeomanry  Corps ;  but 
having  imprudently  enrolled  Romanifts  among  them, 
they  to  a  man  deferted  to  the  Rebels,  with  their  arms 
and  ammunition  ;  and  there  were  multitudes  of  Romifh 
inhabitants  in  the  town,  who  mowed  evident  figns  of 
difafFe£tion.  Thefe  circumftances  induced  the  Com- 
mander of  the  troops  to  take  the  refolution  of  abandon- 
ing 
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ing  it,  and  marching  to  Duncannon  Fort,  a  ftrong  place 
about  thirty  miles  diftant,  whither  he  immediately 
marched,  with  all  the  Proteftant  Yeomanry  of  both  the 
towns  of  Wexford  and  Ennifcorthy  ;  and  the  Rebels 
took  pofleflion  of  this  fea-port  town  on  the  3©th  of  May 

1798. 

On  this  'fuccefs  of  the  Rebels,  the  whole  Romanifts  of 
ihe  counties  of  Wexford,  Wicklow,  Kildare,  and  Car- 
low,  joined  them.     They  defeated  a  detachment  of  the 
army,  which  had  marched  from  Dublin  to  the  relief  of 
the  Wexford    Proteftants,    under  Colonel  Walpole,    a 
brave  man,  but  an  unfkilful  commander,  who  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  furprifed  by  this  banditti.     He  paid  the 
forfeit  of  his  life  to  his  rafhnefs:  his  party  retired  Into 
the  county  of  Wicklow,  and  took  port  at  Arklow.     The 
Rebels,  elated  with  this  fuccefs,  muttered  their  forces, 
and  marched  to  attack  the  town  of  Rofs,  which,  with 
Duncannon  Fort  and  the  town  of  Newtown-Barry,  were 
the  only  places  in  the  county  of  Wexford  occupied  by 
the  Loyalifts.     The  Regiment  of  Militia  of  the  county 
of  Dublin,  commanded  by  Lord  Mountjoy,  with  fome 
other  troops  and  Yeomanry  Corps,  had  taken  poft  ity 
Rofs,  all  under  the  command  of  Generals  Johnfon  and 
Euftace,  both  IrUh  officers.  Their  whole  force  amounted 
to  about  fifteen  hundred.  The  town  is  not  fortified:  there 
are  fome  remains  of  an  old  wall,  which  formerly  fur- 
rounded  it,  but  it  is  now  in  ruins.     The  Rebels  com- 
menced the  aflault  with  a  body  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
men.     The  troops  received  them  outfide  the  town.     The 
Rebels,  to  diforder  the  troops,  drove  before  them,  with 
their  pikes,  a  vaft  number  of  horfes  and  oxen.     They 
had  fome  field-pieces  arid  howitzers,  which  they  had  taken 
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at  the  rout  of  a  fmall  detachment  of  the  garrifon  of 
Duncannon  Fort,  fent  out  againft  them  very  imprudently 
by  the  Governor  ;  and  alfo  when  they  defeated  the  troops 
under,  Colonel  Walpole  :  their  leaders  had  alfo  diftributed 
among  them  a  confiderable  quantity  of  whifkey,  to  ren- 
der them  the  more  defperate  by  intoxication.  They 
attacked  the  troops  with  great  fury  ;  and  Lord  Mountjoy 
was  killed,  gallantly  fighting  at  the  head  of  his  regiment. 
This  Nobleman  was  the  firft  perfon  who  introduced  a 
bill  into  the  Irifh  Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  a  part  of 
the  Popery  Code,  and  unfortunately  felt  the  bitter  effects 
and  inefficiency  of  his  own  fyftem  of  conciliation.  The 
weight  of  the  Rebel  column,  after  a  furious  conteft, 
force.d  the  troops  into  the  town,  and  the  battle  was  con- 
tinued fiercely  in  the  ftreets  ;  till  at  length  the  courage 
and  difcipline  of  the  Loyalifts  prevailed,  and  the  Rebels 
were  compelled,  after  a  dreadful  carnage,  to  retreat. 
Their  flain  in  .>  the  ftreets  of  the  town  and  fuburbs 
amounted  to  two  thoufand  two  hundred,  exclufive  of 
numbers  who  crawled  away  from  the  battle,  and  died 
afterwards  of  their  wounds.  The  Military  were  fo 
fatigued,  that  they  were  not  able  to  purfue  them.  The 
battle,  from  the  commencement  of  the  afifault  to  the 
final  retreat  of  the  Rebels,  lafted  eight  hours.  This  was 
the  firft  great  and  decifive  advantage  gajned  over  the 
Rebels.  The  battle  was  fought  on  the  5th  of  June 
1798,  and  was  gained  principally  by  the  undaunted 
bravery  of  the  Irifli  Militia  and  Yeomanry,  coadu&ed 
by  two  Irim  officers. 

The  Rebel  Army  not  being  difperfed  at  Rofs,  their 

leaders  determined  to  try  their  fortune  again  ;  and  in  a 

few  days  after  their  unfuccefsful  attack  on  Rpfs,  they 
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inarched  to  the  other  fide  of  the  county  of  Wexford, 
and  aflaulted  the  town  of  Aiklow,  lying  on  the  great 
road  from  Wexford  to  Dublin,  about  thirty-three  miles 
from  that  city.  They  commenced  their  aflault  on  this 
town,  which  is  alfo  unfortified,  with  a  body  of  eighteen 
thcufand  men.  The  troops  quartered  there  under  General 
Needham  did  not  exceed  twelve  hundred  ;  notwithfland- 
ing  which  the  Rebels  were  repulfed  with  great  (laughter, 
chiefly  by  the  courage  of  the  regiments  of  Cavan  Militia, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Barry,  and  Durham  Fencibles, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Skerret,  together  with  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  Yeomanry. 

On  the  yth  of  June  1798,  a  body  of  Rebels  fuddenly 
aiTembled  in  the  county  of  Antrim  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  kingdom,  rufhed  furioufly  into  the  town  of  Antrim, 
where  many  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county,  and  feveral 
juftices  of  the  peace,  were  aflembled,  and  among  the  reft 
Lord  O'Neil  :  a  fkirmifh  enfued  between  the  Rebels  and 
the  Yeomen  of  the  town,  who,  though  furprifed,  immedi- 
ately ran  to  their  arms,  and  collected  themfelves  into  a 
body.  Lord  O'Neil  received  a  mortal  wound.  It  was 
remarked,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Lord  Mountjoy,  that  this  Peer, 
a  very  amiable  man,  when  he  fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, was  one  of  the  mod  zealous  fupporters  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  Popery  Code,  and  fuch  were  the  fruits  of  his 
exertions  in  that  caufe !  About  the  fame  time  the  Rebels 
rofe  in  a  part  of  the  county  of  Down,  but  were  immedi- 
ately attacked,  defeated,  and  difperfed,  by  General  Nugent, 
who  commanded  the  troops  at  Belfaft.  This  infurrec- 
tion  broke  out  on  the  eftate  of  the  Earl  of  Moira,  molt  of 
whofe  tenants  were  actively  engaged  in  it  ;  which  tends 
to  fliovv  how  miferably  h|s  Lordihip  was  deceived  ;  who 
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not  long  before  had  vifited  his  eftate  in  Down,  and  refided 
in  his  manflon-houfe  at  Ballinahinch  for  fome  time ;  and 
on  his  return  to  England  praifed  the  exemplary  loyalty  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Down  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  and  particularly  of  his  own  tenants  ;  yet  this  very 
town  was  then  a  magazine  of  arms  for  the  Rebels,  and  his 
tenants  were  deeply  engaged  in  the  confpiracy  for  a  Re- 
bellion. Such  were  the  diilimulation  and  fecrccy  of  thefe 
traitors,  that  they  could  impofe  on  this  loyal  Peer,  in  his 
own  manfion-houfe,  on  his  own  eftate  !  Thefe  were  the 
only  infurreclions  in  the  north  of  Ireland  ;  they  were 
quelled  in  a  few  days. 

The  Rebels  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  where  the  chief 
force  of  the  Leiniter  infurgents  was  concentred,  after 
their  defeats  at  Rofs  and  Arklow  already  mentioned,  drew 
their  main  body  together,  confifting  of  about  eighteen 
thoufand  men,  to  Ennifcorthy  ;  and  encamped  on  a  high 
and  fteep  hill,  called  Vinegar  Hill,  adjacent  to  that  town, 
which  it  overlooks  and  commands  ;  the  Slaney,  a  very 
confiderable  river,  running  at  the  bafe  of  the  hill  in  a 
•winding  channel,  and  warning  one  half  of  its  circum- 
ference. This  was  a  very  ftrong  port,  and  if  well  de- 
fended might  have  bid  defiance  to  a  confiderable  army. 
Defeated  as  the  Rebels  had  been,  they  feemed  to  have 
given  up  the  idea  of  offenfive  operations,  till  their  French 
fuccours  mould  arrive,  which  they  impatiently  expected ; 
and  relying  on  the  ftrength  of  their  pofition,  determined 
to  await  there  the  attack  of  the  Royal  army,  which  they 
knew  was  aflTembling  on  all  fides  :  they  had  at  the  fame 
time  a  numerous  garrifon  in  the  town  of  Wexford,  a  fea- 
port ;  and  were  in  pofieflion  of  the  whole  fea-coaft  of  that 
county  from  Arklow  to  the  mouth  of  Waterford  harbour  ; 
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ail  which  their  pofition  effectually  covered ;  and  the  run 
from  thence  to  the  coaft  of  France,  particularly  to  Bred, 
was  fhort ;  they  had  fome  good  cannon  and  howitzers, 
and  were  in  no  want  of  ammunition.  The  Royal  army, 
a  great  part  of  which  was  Militia  and  Yeomen,  attacked 
them  on  the  2oth  of  June  1798,  drove  them  from  their 
pofition  after  a  feeble  refinance  ;  and  the  whole  body 
would  have  been  killed  or  taken  prifoners,  had  not  one 
column  of  the  army,  by  fome  miftake  of  orders,  marched 
in  a  direction  different  from  that  in  whicli  it  ought  to  have 
been  conducted,  and  did  not  arrive  at  its  appointed  ftation 
in  proper  time  ;  fo  that  a  gap  was  left  by  which  almoft  the 
whole  rebel  army  efcaped,  but  in  the  greateft  diforder ; 
part  of  them  flying  towards  the  mountains  of  Wicklow, 
and  part  to  the  chain  of  mountains  fcparating  the  counties 
of  Carlow  and  Wexford. 

•  The  Rebels  in  the  town  of  Wexford,  hearing  of  the 
4efeat,  abandoned  the  town,  arid  fled  with  that  party 
which  fhaped  its  courfe  to  the  Wicklow  mountains.  The 
rebel  party  which  retreated  towards  the  mountains  of 
Carlow,  got  from  thence  into  the  Kilkenny  mountains, 
and  there  aflaulted  the  little  town  of  Cafllecomer  ;  the 
garrifon  of  Kilkenny,  which  had  marched  from  thence  to 
oppofe  them,  commanded  by  Sir  Charles  Afgill,  de- 
clining to  attack  this  routed  banditti,  headed  by  a  RomiiTi 
prieft,  of  the  name  of  Murphy,  a  drunken  ruffian  :  but  a 
confiderable  body  of  Yeomanry  from  the  adjacent  Queen's 
County,  with  the  gallant  Colonel  Pole  at  their  head,  ad- 
vanced agajnft  them,  compelled  them  to  retreat,  and  pur- 
fued  them  with  activity :  their  brave  leader  fent  advice 
of  his  fuccefs  to  Sir  Charles  Afgill,  who  again  marched 
iout  of  Kilkenny,  joined  the  Yeomanry,  and  both  fell  on 
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this  party  of  fugitive  Rebels,  in  number  about  five  thoo- 
fand,  routed  them  with  a  very  great  (laughter,  and  com- 
pletely difperfed  them  :  Murphy,  their  leader,  fled  drunk 
from  the  field  of  battle,  and  was  fhortly  after  taken  at 
Tuilow  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  and  hanged.  All  thefe 
tranfaclioris  happened  within  a  few  days  after  the  rout  of 
the  Rebels  at  Vinegar  Hill  on  the  2Oth  of  June  1798  ; 
and  from  that  time  it  may  be  juftly  faid,  that  the  Rebel- 
lion was  extinguished  :  for  though  the  party  which  fled 
to  the  mountains  of  Wicklow  was  compelled  by  hunger 
to  defcend  into  the  plain  country,  and  to  make  an  inroad 
into  the  county  of  Meath,  yet  it  was  divided  intc*fmall  de~ 
tached  bodies,  which  were  hunted  from  place  to  place  by 
the  Yeomanry,  and  fpeedily  deftroyed  ;  very  few  of  them 
efcaping  back  to  the  mountains.  In  fa&,  the  battle  of 
Vinegar  Hill  put  an  end  to-  the  laft  Iriih  Rebellion. 

The  dates  of  each  memorable  adion  in  this  fhort,  but 
bloody  and  wafteful  Rebellion,  are  noted,  to  prove,  that 
the  fuppreffion  of  it  was  efFe&ed  folely  by  the  Troops,Mi- 
litia,  and  Yeomen  of  Ireland,  without  any  afiiftance  what- 
foeVer  from  England,  and  without  the  fmalleft  interference 
of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis,  our  prefent  Lord  Lieutenant: 
and  aconcife  detail  of  the  principal  operations  is  given,  ta 
convince  Britifh  Statefmen,  that  Iriflj  Romanics  are  not 
fo  formidable  as  to  entitle  them  to  fuch  confideration  as 
they  at  prefent  feem  to  attach  to  them;  and  that  Irifli 
Proteftants  are  not  fo  weak,  that  it  has  become  neceflary 
far  the  Britifh  Government  to  enter  iato  a  treaty  with 
Irifli  Romanifts,  and  to  facrifice  the  Britifli  Conftitution, 
as  fettled  at  the  glorious  Revolution,  at  the  fhrine  of  their 
ambition,  for  the  prefervation.of  the  Proteftants  of  Ire- 
land j  as  feems,  to  be  an  opinion  entertained,  (or  rather 
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pretended  to  be  entertained)  by  fome  Englim  State fmen ; 
if  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  pamphlets  publifhed  as  the 
purport  of  feveral  Speeches  made  in  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment on  the  fubjecl  of  the  Union.  This  account  of  the 
fuppreftion  of  the  Rebellion  alfo  proves,  that  the  idea  of 
keeping  up  the  prefent  eftablifhment  in  Ireland  by  force 
(if  the  Rebellions  of  Irifh  Romanifts  mall  make  force  ne- 
ceflary)  is  not  impracticable  and  abfurd,  as  is  dogmatically 
and  infolently  averted  by  the  Romifh  writer  already  fo 
often  mentioned.  How  Ihort  would  be  the  exigence,  not 
only  of  the  Proteftant  Eftablimment  in  Ireland,  but  of  the 
Irifh  Proteftants  themfelves,  were  they  reduced  to  rely  on 
the  juftice  and  mercy  of  their  Romifli  fellow- fubjeds  ! 

The  Marquis  Cornwallis  landed  in  Ireland,  and  was 
fworn  into  his  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  2Oth  of 
June  1798,  fubfequent  to  the  fignal  defeats  of  the  Rebels 
at  Rofs  and  Arklow,  on  the  very  day  of  their  decifive  dif- 
comfiture  at  Vinegar  Hill,  and  after  the  total  fupprellion 
of  the  infurre&ion  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  firft  re- 
giment of  Englifh  Militia  which  arrived  in  Ireland,  landed 
in  Dublin  on  the  2Qth  of  June  1798  ;  it  was  the  Buck- 
inghamfhire  regiment  :  it  was  followed  on  the  ift  of  July 
1798  by  the  Warwickfhire  regiment:  the  arrivals  of  the 
other  regiments  of  Englifh  Militia  were  all  fubfequent. 
They  were  not  fent  to  fupprefs  the  Rebellion,  but  to  alTift 
his  Majefty's  faithful  fubje&s  in  Ireland  in  repelling  a 
French  invafion,  which  was  then  expe&ed,  and  was  fhortly 
afterwards  unfnccefs fully  attempted  by  the  enemy.  Every 
loyal  man  in  the  kingdom  welcomed  thefe  generous  vo- 
lunteers in  the  fervice  of  their  King  and  Country,  with  joy 
and  gratulation  ;  but  this  their  reception  was  not  owing 
to  any  idea  entertained  in  Ireland,  that  (he  lay  under  any 
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particular  obligation  to  Great  Britain  for  fuch  afllftance  .5 
becaufe  it  is  as  much  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to  affift 
Ireland  in  repelling  the  common  enemy,  as  it  would  be 
the  intereft  of  Ireland  to  aflift  Great  Britain  on  a  fimilar 
emergency  :  they  are  both  parts  of  one  and  the  fame  em- 
pire, and  their  interefts,  in  refpe6t  to  defence  againft  » 
common  enemy,  cannot  be  divided. 

Obferva-  I.n  this  place  it  is  proper  to  mention  a  pamphlet  pub- 
jSfhlet*  l'meci  in  lreland>  entitled,  <  Arguments  for  and  againft  aft 
entitled,  <  Union  conjideredj  being  the  pamphlet  which  this  Romifh 

*Are;uments         . 

for  and       wnler  profeiies  to  anfwer,   and  which  he  calls  Mr.  C.V 
-  pamphlet.     It  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  written 


con 


fideted.'  by  a  Gentleman  high  in  the  confidence  of  Government,  and 
contains  many  ftrong  arguments  in  favour  of  an  Union  ; 
yet  there  are  fome  parts  of  it  which  merit  reprehenfion  £ 
and  particularly  thofe  in  which  the  author  grounds 
nis  arguments  for  an  Union,  on  the  power  of  the  Iriih 
Romanics  :  he  ufes  too  frequently  the  argument  of  Inti- 
midation to  prevail  on  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  to  refort 
to  the  afylum  of  an  Incorporating  Union  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  protection  againft  the  irrefiflible  power  of  the 
Irilh  Romanifts,  as  he  reprefents  it.  The  fuppofed  au- 
thor is  an  Englishman,  and  it  has  given  me  no  fmall 
degree  of  uneafmefs  to  obferve,  that  a  Gentleman  of  abi- 
lities, as  he  certainly  is,  has  fo  often  deferted  the  irre- 
fragable arguments  for  the  expediency,  and  even  the  ne-< 
ceffityofan  Incorporating  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms* 
arifmg  from  confiderations  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe, 
and  evident  mutual  advantage  of  both  countries  ;  and  re- 
forted  to  arguments  of  terror,  grounded  on  unfubftantial, 
fantaftic,  and  fabulous  reprefentations  ;  as  old  women 
frighten  froward  children  in  a  nurfery  to  compliance,  by 
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Itoriesof  fairies  and  hobgoblins.  I  am  as  fincerely  and  zeal- 
oufly  attached  to  the  meafure  of  an  Incorporating  Union, 
as  any  Minifter  or  individual  in  the  Britifh  Empire,  can  be  : 
but  I  difdain  to  fupport  fo  great,  fo  important,  fo  necef- 
fary  a  meafure,  by  fuch  frivolous  and  puerile  arguments : 
and  when  I  find  fuch  reforted  to  by  great  Statefmen,  I  am 
induced  to  fufpecl,  that  fome  portentous  innovation  in  the 
conftitution  of  the  Britifh  Empire  is  meditated,  under  the 
cloak  of  this  falutary  meafure  ;  and  that  Britons  are  to  be 
reconciled  to  an  acquiefcence  in  fuch  innovation,  by  frau- 
dulently perfuading  them,  that  the  meafure  could  not  be 
effected,  but  through  the  medium  of  the  innovation.  All" 
quid  monftrl  a/ant ! 

This  Gentleman  in  his  pamphlet  dates,  that  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts are  to  Irifh  Proteftants  in  the  proportion  of  three 
to  one  ;  this  proportion  is  very  rafhly  adopted  from  the 
calculations  of  a  feditious  Romifh  aiTembly,  which  was 
collected  fome  years  ago  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  which 
flyled  itfelf  the  Catholic  Convention  ;  it  prepared  a  Peti- 
tion to  His  Majefty  on  behalf  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts, 
which  was  a  colle£lion  of  impudent  falfehoods,  mifrepre- 
fentations,  and  groundlefs  calumnies  againft  their  Pro- 
teftant  fellow-fubje£ts.  This  ftatement  I  have  already 
refuted.  (See  Appendix,  No.  i.)  He  then  ftates,  that 
the  Irifh  Proteftants  have  been  obliged  to  rely  upon  Bri- 
tifh  afliflance  for  the  prefervation  of  their  property  and 
exiftence  at  different  periods.  This  is  very  true ;  and  the 
afliflance  has  been  furnifhed,  becaufethe  Irifh  Proteftants 
were  attacked  by  the  Iri(h  Romanifts,  for  their  attach- 
ment to  the  conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  as  eftablifhed 
in  England  ;  and  their  fidelity  to  the  EnglHh  Crown  ; 
and  becaufe  it  was  abfolutely  neccflary  for  England  to 
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fupport  them,  or  abandon  Ireland,  part  of  her  dominions; 
and  llie  might  have  as  well  abandoned  York  (hire  :  fhe 
afiifted  the  Irifh  Proteftants  for  her  own  emolument;  they 
were  fighting  her  battles:  but  the  inference  attempted  to 
be  drawn  from  it  in  the  pamphlet  is,  that  the  Irim  Pro- 
teftants are  not  now  able  to  preferve  their  property  and 
exigence  from  deftruction  by  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  with- 
out the  affiftance  of  Great  Britain  :  this  I  truft  is  already 
fatisfa&orily  proved  not  to  be  a  fa6h  At  the  Revolution 
the  Irifh  Romanifts  were  completely  conquered,  their 
power  reduced,  and  the  Irifh  Proteftant  intereft  fo  firmly 
eftabliihed,  and  placed  on  ftich  folid  foundations,  that  it 
has  been  ever  fmce  able  to  fupport  itfelf  againft  the 
ailaults  of  the  Romanifts,  without  the  affiftance  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  is  now  fully  able  fo  to  do:  all  that  Irifh 
Proteftants  require  from  their  brethren  in  England  is,  that 
they  will  not  be  cheated  into  a  fupport  of  the  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts againft  them,  and  in  fact  againft  themfelves,  by 
the  mifreprefentations  and  pernicious  doctrines  of  the 
difciples  of  Mr.  Burke,  the  modern  apoftle  of  Popery  : 
they  deprecate  the  effects  on  the  conftitution  of  the  fpirit 
of  Burkifm  in  England.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  Irifh 
Proteftants  would  not  be  able  to  fupport  their  properties 
:.nd  exiftence  againft  the  Irifh  Romanifts  affifted  by  a 
itrong  French  fleet  and  army,  without  the  affiftance  of 
Great  Britain  ;  but  in  fuch  cafe  they  claim  fuch  afliftance, 
not  as  a  boon,  but  as  a  right ;  not  on  their  own  account 
alone,  but  on  that  of  Great  Britain  alfo:  Ireland  is  a  part 
of  the  BritiQi  Empire:  as  fuch  fhe  is  engaged  in  the  pre- 
feut  war  with  France  ;  and  the  lofs  of  Ireland  would  bte 
attended  by  a  prodigious  diminution  of  the  ftrength,  pro- 
bably by  the  deftru&ion  of  that  Empire  :  it  could  not  re- 
ceive a  greater  injury,  a  more  deadly  wound,  by  the  French 
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occupation  of  part  of  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain,  than  by 
the  French  occupation  of  Ireland  :  and  when  the  Britifli 
Government,  or  thofe  employed  by  them,  argue  on  the 
prefumed  weaknefs  of  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland,  they  are 
in  facl  depreciating  their  own  ftrength,  inviting  French 
invafion,  and  exciting  Irifli  Romanians  to  Rebellion ! 

The  mod  dangerous  and  reprehenfible  paragraph  in  the 
laft-mentioned  pamphlet  is  the  following  :  '  Whilft  Ire- 
'  land  remains  a  feparate  country  from  Great  Britain, 
c  Great  Britain  is  not  pledged  on  any  fpecific  principle  to 
'  fupport  one  fett  in  Ireland  more  than  another  :  if  (he 
'  cannot  preferve  the  connexion  of  the  two  kingdoms  in 
1  their  eftabliftiment,  their  power,  and  their  property, 

*  I  know  not  by  what  tie  fhe  is  debarred  from  affifting 

*  the  Catholics  ;  for  whilft  the  kingdoms  are  feparate  and 
'  independent,  Ireland,  except  where  the  Crown  is  concerned* 

<  is  merely  bound  by  the  ties  of  intereft  to  England,  and 
'  in  a  fimilar  manner  England  is  only  bound  by  the  ties  of 

*  intereft,   and  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  to  Ireland  :  fhe  is 

<  pledged  to  preferve  Ireland  to  the  Britifli  Crown,  but 

<  not  to  any  particular  means,  or  any  particular  prin- 

*  ciples   for   maintaining  that   connexion.'     Here  then 
is  a  public  declaration  by  a  Gentleman,  fuppofed  to  (land 
very  high  in  the  confidence  of  both  the  Irifti  and  Eng- 
ilfh  Adminiftrations,   and  who  holds  an  employment  of 
great  truft  under  Government,  that  it  is  totally  immaterial 
to  the  Englifh  nation,   whether  Proteftantifm  or  Popery 
be  the  eftabliftied  religion  of  Ireland.     His  Romifti  an- 
tagonift  compares  the  Proteftant  religion  to  a  Medufa's 
head ;  he  beftows  the  title  of  Sett  upon  it.     But  it  is 
worth  while  a  little  to  examine  the  premifTes,  from  which, 
this  extraordinary  conclufion,  that  Great  Britain  is  not 
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bound  to  fupport  the  Proteftant  Religion,  more  than  the 
Romifh,  in  Ireland,  is  deduced  :  the  one  is,  that  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  is  feparate  fiom,  and 
independent  of,  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  This 
premifs  is  falfe,  for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  its  prefent 
ftate,  is  infeparably  annexed,  united  to,  and  dependant  on 
the  Imperial  Crown  of  Great  Britain :  the  fupreme  Exe- 
cutive Power  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  vefted  in  the 
fame  perfon  ;  but  the  fupreme  Executive  Power  in  both 
kingdoms,  is  one  of,  the  three  branches  of  the  fupreme 
Legiflative  Power  in  both ;  fo  that  the  two  kingdoms 
have  even  part  of  their  Legiflative  Powers  common  to 
both.  No  A6t  of  Parliament  can  pafs  in  Ireland  until  after 
it  has  been  fent  into  England,  and  has  there  obtained  the 
approbation  of  the  Britifli  Cabinet,  and  has  the  great  feal 
of  England  affixed  to  it ;  the  Government  of  England, 
therefore,  can,  at  its  difcretion,  prevent  the  enaction  of 
any  law  by  the  Legiflature  of  Ireland  :  thefe  are  furely 
ftrong  bands  of  dependance  of  Ireland  on  Great  Britain  ; 
and  in  fa&,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
the  connexion  between  them,  and  dependance  of  one  on 
the  other,  are  fo  ftrong,  that  the  Anti-Unionifts,  as  is  al- 
ready obferved,  found  on  it  their  moft  powerful  argument 
againft  an  Incorporating  Union,  alledging  that  the  two 
kingdoms  are  now  infeparably  united,  and  that  no  further 
Union  is  neceflary.  His  fecond  premifs  is,  that,  in  their 
prefent  ftate,  Great  Britain  cannot  preferve  the  connexion 
of  the  two  kingdoms  in  their  eftablilhment,  their  power, 
and  their  property:  it  is  true  this  is  introduced  hypothe- 
tically,  with  an  if,  but  the  conclufion  drawn  from  it  is 
abfolute,  at  leaft  fo  far  fo,  that  without  an  Incorporating 
Union  it  is  to  be  taken  as  abfolute.  But  this  premifs  is 
as  falfe  as  the  other  ;  for  the  Irifh  Proteftants  themfelves, 
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if  Great  Britain  does  not  take  a  part  againft  them,  arc 
able  enough  to  preferve  their  eftablifhment,  their  power 
and  property,  and  their  connexion  with  Great  Britain, 
in  defiance  of  the  threats  or  rebellions  of  Irifh  Ro- 
man ifts ;  and  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  Great 
Britain  has  power  fufficient  to  do  the  fame :  fo  that  the 
conclufion,  that  Great  Britain  is  not  bound  to  fupport  the 
Irifh  Proteftant  more  than  the  Irifh  Romanift,  unlogically 
deduced  from  one  -falfe,  and  one  hypothetic  premifs  im- 
plying a  falfity,  falls  to  the  ground.  But  the  aflertions, 
that  Great  Britain  is  not  bound  by  any  fpecific  principle 
to  fupport  one  more  than  the  other ;  and  that  as  fhe  is 
only  bound  to  fecure  Ireland  to  the  Britifh  Crown,  with- 
out being  bound  to  any  fpecific  meafures  for  fo  doing,  fhe 
may  effect  this,  by  giving  her  fupport  to  the  Romanifts, 
and  crufhing  the  Proteftants  in  Ireland ;  require  fome 
further  animadverfion. 

King  James  the  Second  was  driven  from  his  Throne 
by  the  Revolution  of  1688,  for  attempting  to  place  Ro- 
manifls,  both  in  Great  ^Britain  and  Ireland,  on  an  equal 
footing  in  refpeft  to  all  civil  privileges,  with  his  Proteftant 
fubje&s  ;  and  his  Romifh  iflue,  if  any  he  had,  together 
with  all  the  next  heirs  of  the  Crown,  being  Romanifts,  on 
the  demife  of  his  Proteftant  iflue  without  iflue,  were  de- 
clared by  A&  of  Parliament  incapable  of  fucceeding  to  the 
Crown,  and  the  fucceflion  limited  to  his  next  Proteftant 
relations,  the  iflue  of  the  Princefs  Sophia,  grand-daughter 
of  King  James  the  Firft,  as  if  the  intermediate  Romifh 
heirs  were  dead :  and  his  prefent  Majefty,  whom  God 
long  preferve,  under  that  title,  now  fits  on  the  Imperial 
Throne  of  the  Britifh  Empire.  Here  then  is  a  King  de- 
throned, the  hereditary  fucceflion  interrupted,  and  turned 
H  2  into 
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into  the  Proteftant  channel,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  fe* 
curing  a  fucceflion  of  Proteftant  Monarchs  to  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  :  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  confu- 
tation is  varied  by  a  condition,  to  wit,  that  the  next  heir 
fhall  fucceed  to  the  Throne  only  on  the  terms  of  his  being 
a  Proteftant.  Does  not  His  Majefty  hold  his  Crown  by 
this  Proteftant  title,  and  is  he  not  bound  to  fwear  at  his 
Coronation,  that  he  will  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  in- 
violably maintain  the  Proteftant  Religion  as  eftablifhed  in 
Ireland,  as  well  as  in  Great  Britain  ?  Are  not  His  Ma- 
jefty and  his  fucceflbrs  bound  fo  to  fwear,  as  well  by  the 
Acl  of  the  i ft  of  William  and  Mary,  as  by  the  Articles 
of  the  Union  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  the  AcT:  con- 
firming them  ?  Why  was  the  Crown  limited  to  the  Pro- 
teftant heirs  only,  and  why  was  fbch  variation  made  in 
our  ancient  law  of  Hereditary  Succeflion  ?  Was  it  not  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  human  wifdom  could  provide,  all  future 
attempts  to  give  Popery  an  eftablifhment,  either  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland  ?  Is  not  Great  Britain  bound  by  a  fpe- 
cifie  principle  to  fupport  the  Proteftant  Religion,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  Popery,  within  herfelf  r  And  is  fhe  not  bouricf 
by  the  fame  fpecific  principle  to  the  fame  conduct  in  Ire* 
land  to  the  utmoft  of  her  power  ?  How  then  can  this  Gen* 
tleman  fupport  his  pofition,  that  Great  Britain  is  not 
bound  by  any  fpecific  principle  to  fupport  the  Proteftant 
Religion,  rather  than  Popery,  in  Ireland  ?  It  is  an  inftancc* 
among  many  to  be  found  in  his  pamphlet,  how  far  men; 
of  good  abilities  may  be  led  to  advance  the  moft  unwar- 
rantable pofitions,  when  they  endeavour  to  deduce  con- 
clufions  unfupported  by  the  fubftantial  pillars  of  Reafon 
and  Fa£h  Such  is  the  nature  of  all  his  arguments  of  in- 
timidation in  favour  of  an  Union. 
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.  I  once  heard  it  roundly  afTerted,  that  if  the  Houfes  of 
Lords  and  Commons  (hould  agree  on  a  bill  for  fubverting 
the  Proteftant  Eftabliftiment  in  Ireland,  HisMajefty,  not- 
•withftanding  his  Coronation  Oath,  would  be  bound  to  give 
it  the  Royal  aflent,  and  thereby  eftablifh  it  as  a  law,  be- 
'caufe  his  Coronation  Oath  in  all  particulars  is  fo  to  be 
conftrued,  that  it  is  not  binding  againft  the  opinion  of  the 
two  Houfes.  I  never  can  agree  with  fuch  reafoning — I 
eannot  find  any  fuch  faving  in  the  Coronation  Oath  :  it  is 
an  abfolute  Oath  ;  and  I  never  can  allow  that  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  have  any  fuch  power,  as  that  of 
difpenfing  with  the  obligations  of  pofitive  Oaths  :  I  be- 
lieve and  hope,  that  the  Parliament  never  will  aflume  the 
power  of  abfolving  from  the  obfervance  of  Oaths:  it 
would  thereby  aflume  the  power  arrogated  by  the  Pope, 
•which  is  fo  much  and  fo  juftly  reprobated  by  all  good 
Chriftians.  And  as  His  Majefty  is  bound  by  his  Coro- 
nation Oath  inviolably  to  maintain  the  Proteftant  Reli- 
gion as  it  is  now  eftablifhed  in  Ireland,  fo  is  he  bound  to 
refill  all  conceflions  of  privileges  to  any  clafs  of  his  fub- 
je&s,  which  would  impair  or  weaken  that  eftablifhment; 
though  perhaps  they  would  not  be  at  firft  attended,  or 
immediately  followed,  by  its  total  fubverfion. 

This  Gentleman  has  alfo  ftated  very  erroneoufly,  as  a 
.known  hiftorical  facl:,  that  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons 
was  framed  with  the  fole  view  of  excluding  Roman  Ca- 
tholics.  The  fa&  is  quite  otherwife  :  the  afTertion  is  a 
ilander  on  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  invented  by  our 
modern  Jacobin  Reformers  of  Parliament  ;  and  is  refuted 
by  all  hiftory .  and  records.  (See  Carte's  Hiftory  ©f  the 
Puke  of  Ormond,  pages  u.  13.  18,  19.)  I  am  fur- 
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prifed  that  he  could  be  hurried  into  fuch  flrange  miftakes: 
I  have  heretofore  fully  refuted  this  aflertion,  in  my  *  An- 

*  fwertoMr.Grattan'sAddrefsj'from  undoubted  authority 
of  hiftory  and  records  ;  and  any  perfon  who  wifhes  to  be 
informed  on  this  head,  may  be  fatisfied  by  reading  part  of 
that  anfwer,  under  the  title  of  <  Remarks  on  Mr.Grattan's 

*  Account  of  the  Creation  of  Boroughs.'  Romanifls  were 
excluded  from  Parliament  by  lefts  impofed  by  Acts  of 
Parliament :  a  demonftration,  if  Hiftory  had  been  filent 
on  the  point,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  framed  an- 
tecedent to  the  exclufion  of  Romanifts :  and  thefe  tefts 
were  impofed  from  neceflity  ;  the  Romanifts  by  rebel- 
lions and  maflacres,  which  had  their  origin  in  their  re- 
ligious principles,  having  proved  the  impracticability  of 
communicating  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  State  with 
them.     Romanifts  are  excluded  from  feats  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  by  the  impofition  of  the  fame  teft 
oaths.   Will  this  Gentleman  aflert,  that  the  Britifh  Houfe 
of  Commons  was  framed  with  the  fole  view  of  excluding 
Romanifts  ?  He  has  many  other  objectionable  paflages  in 
his  pamphlet,   of  which  his  antagonift,   the   writer  of 

*  The  Cafe  of  Ireland  Re-cotifiderfd,'  has  not  failed  to  take 
the  advantage  :  I  am  very  forry  that  the  merit  of  many 
excellent  arguments  in  favour  of -an  Union  contained  in 
it  fhould  be  leflened  by  fuch  crudities ;  particularly  as  I 
have  a  great  refpect  and  efteem  for  the  fuppofed  author 
of  it :  and  I  would  not  have  taken   any  notice  of  his 
pamphlet,  except  to  commend  it,  had  not  his  antagonift 
availed  himfelf  of  the  miftakes  and  miftatements  in  it,  and 
thereby  put  me  to  the  neceflity,  in  expofing  his  mif- 
chievous  pofitions,  of  animadverting  in  fome  degree  on 
this  performance. 

It 


(    '03    ) 
It  is  now  time  to  refute  the  parts  of  the  Romifh  au-Continu- 

....  .          ation  of  the 

thor  s  pamphlet,  in  which  he  attempts,  rather  to 
nuate  than  prove,  that  the  late  Rebellion  in  Ireland 
not  a  Romifh  Rebellion.  He  knew  if  he  ventured  to  Ireland 
make  fuch  an  aflertion  directly,  he  laid  hi mfelf  open  toured.' 
direct  refutation,  and  provoked  it :  he  therefore  chofe  ra- 
ther to  make  tife  of  a  mode  of  defultory  argument  on  this 
weak  fide  of  his  defence  of  I  rim  Romanics,  from  the  too 
well  founded  objections  to  their  pretenfions,  arifing  from 
their  open  acts  of  hoftility  againft  their  Proteftant  country- 
men, by  aiming  detached  ftrokes  of  accufation  againft 
fome  reputed  Proteftants,  who  were  concerned  in  the  Re- 
bellion. This  mode  of  defence  of  his  party  is  contrary  to 
the  general  tenour  of  his  argument  ;  which  is,  that  the 
Irifli  Romanifts  are  excluded  from  equal  privileges  with 
their  fellow-fubjedts,  that  their  number  and  property  en- 
title them  to  thefe  privileges,  that  the  exclufion  therefrom 
warrants  their  hoftility  to  the  State,  and  that  their  propen- 
fity  to  fuch  hoftility  will  continue  as  long  as  the  exclufion, 
and  will  break  out  into  open  ads  of  violence  on  every  pro- 
per opportunity,  and  that  the  late  Rebellion  was  the  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  exclufion  ;  thereby  in  fact  admitting, 
that  it  was  a  Romifh  Rebellion.  In  page  22  he  has  the 
following  paragraph :  '  No  doubt  a  connexion  with 
'  France  has  lately  been  renewed,  but  thofe  who  took  the 

*  lead  in  it  were  of  all  defcriptions,  but  perfons  chiefly 

*  Prefbyterians  and  Proteftants  ;   of  five  men  who  com- 
6  pofed  the  (Irifh)   Directory,  four  were  Proteftants,   al- 
'  though  of  any  other  five  men  in  the  country,  four  were 

*  Catholics.'     In  page  j  i  he  thus  writes  :  *  May  not  the 
<  prefent  misfortunes  of  Ireland  be  rather  afcribed  to  the 

*  efforts  of  a  party  (the  Proteftants)  to  force  on  us  again 
c  our  childifh  trammels  which  we  had  outgrown  ?  This 
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c  accounts  for  the  union  of  all  defcriptions  of  men  in 
6  the  late  oppofition  to  Government.''  It  is  worthy  of 
notice,'  that  he  ftyles  Rebellion,  Oppofition  to  Govern- 
ment', fo  indeed  it  is  with  a  vengeance  !  In  page  47  is 
the  following  obfervation  :  *  It  is  difficult  to  compre- 
'  hend  the  wifdom  of  that  fyftem,  which  drove  Proteftant, 
<  Prefbyterian,  and  Catholic,  into  a  defperate  union  againfl 
f  it.'  There  are  many  other  ftrokes  of  the  fame  nature 
difperfed  through  his  pamphlet.  To  begin  with  the  firft 
aflertion  ;  that  of  the  I  rim  Directory  four  were  Proteftants, 
and  only  one  Romanift  ;  the  truth  is,  there  was  not 
of  the  five  a  Proteftant  :  four  of  them  were  profelTed 
Deifts  or  Atheifts,  difciples  of  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  ;  and 
the  fifth,  M'Nevin,  was  a  bigotted  Romanift  :  he  de- 
clared indeed,  on  his  examination  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  he  and  his  party  meant  to 
fubvert  the  prefent  Proteftant  Church  Eftablifhment,  and 
not  to  eftablifh  any  religion  in  its  room,  but  he  well  knew 
that  the  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  Eftablifhment  in  Ire- 
land would  of  itfelf  be  the  eftablimment  of  Popery. 
There  was  not  one  Proteftant  engaged  in  the  Rebellion, 
except  a  few  of  the  meaneft  of  the  Diflenting  clafs,  in  a 
corner  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  unlefs  the  avowed  dif- 
ciples of  Mr.  Paine  are  to  be  accounted  Proteftants.  Thefe 
Difle nters  were  feduced  into  it,  by  plaufible  pretences  of 
Reform  of  Parliament  and  Abolition  of  Tithes  :  but  the 
barbarous  conduct  of  the  Leinfter  Rebels,  in  maflacring 
all  Proteftants  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  in  cold  blood, 
foon  convinced  them  of  their  error  ;  and  one  of  their 
leaders,  an  attorney  by  profeffion,  being  taken  ancj 
hanged,  at  his  execution  declared  that  he  and  his 
party  were  then  fully  convinced,  if  they  had  fucceeded, 
that  they  muft  have  fought  the  battle  over  again  ;  that 


is,  that  they  would  have  to  fight  their  Romifh  confe- 
derates, who  they  perceived  intended  to  deftroy  all 
Proteftants.  A  great  proportion  of  the  Infurgents  in 
the  North  were  Romanifts  ;  for  in  both  the  counties  of 
Down  and  Antrim,  in  which  the  Northern  Infurre&ion 
happened,  there  are  many  Romifti  inhabitants.  This 
Infurreclion  was  very  fpeedily  quelled.  The  leaders  of 
the  Diflenters  concerned  in  it  were  all  notorious  feclaries, 
— Arians,  Socinians,  or  Deifts  ;  there  was  not  one  real 
Chriftian  DifTenter  engaged  in  it,  except  a  very  few  of 
the  meaneft  of  the  people,  who  were  cheated  into  it  in 
the  manner  I  have  already  mentioned.  All  Proteftant 
Diflenters  of  any  account,  who  were  real  Chriftians, 
joined  heart  and  hand  with  the  Proteftants  of  the  Efta- 
blifhment  throughout  the  nation,  and  fought  courageoufly 
againft  the  Infurgents. 

The  great  ftrength  of  the  Rebels  lay  in  the  province 
of  Leinfter,  and  they  were  to  a  man  Romanifts,  except 
about  fix,  who  were  profeiled  Painites,  Mr.  Bagenal 
Harvey  was  one  of  thefe.  A  few  days  before  the  Re- 
bellion broke  out  he  had  been  arrefted  on  a  charge  of 
Treafon,.by  order  of  Government,  and  was  confined  in 
the  gaol  of  Wexford,  When  the  Rebels  got  pofleflion 
of  that  town,  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the  In- 
furre&ion,  they  liberated  Mr.  Harvey  ;  and  as  he  was  a 
man  of  fome  eftate  and  intereft  in  the  county,  they  chofc 
him  for  a  nominal  leader  only,  and  he  marched  with 
them  to  the  attack  of  Rofs.  His  command  was  merely 
nominal :  he  never  had  any  effectual  authority  among 
them.  As  foon  as  they  were  defeated  at  Rofs,  they  de- 
pofed  him,  and  chofe  a  Romifh  Farmer,  one  Roach, 
who  had  been  the  permanent  Serjeant  of  a  Yeomanry 
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Corps,  and  had  deferted,  one  of  their  Generals  ;  together 
with  a  number  of  others,  all  Romanifts,  to  wit,  Sutton, 
Fitzgerald,  Parry,  Hay,  Roach,  and  Murphy,  the  two 
laft  Romifh  Priefts,  and  many  other  Priefts.  They  firft 
afiembled  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  by  pariihes,  at  the 
refpeftive  Rorniih  chapels,  and  were  generally  headed  by 
their  Priefts.  Mr.  Harvey,  when  he  faw  them  com- 
mence the  maffacre  of  the  Proteftants,  which  he  was 
unable  to  prevent,  fppke  feelingly,  to  a  friend  he  hap- 
pened to  fall  in  with,  of  his  own  fituation  :  *  I  fee  now 

*  my  folly,'  faid  he,  *  jn  embarking  in  this  caufe  with 

*  thefe  people :  if  they  fucceed,  I  (hall  be  murdered  by 

*  them  j  if  they  are  defeated,  1  fliall  be  hanged.* 

The  aggregate  body  of  the  Leinfter  Rebels,  all  Ro- 
manifts, aflembled  in  the  county  of  Wexford.  Their 
defeats  and  difperfion  I  have  already  ftated*  Their  bar- 
barity was  not  exceeded  by  their  inhuman  forefathers  in 
the  mafiacre  of  the  Proteftants  in  the  year  1641.  The 
diocefe  of  Ferns,  in  which  this  Rebellion  broke  out,  was 
remarkable  for  a  very  pious,  regular,  and  refident  body 
of  Proteftant  Clergy.  The  Biihop  was  almoft  always 
refident,  and  had  not  for  many  years  abfented  himfelf 
from  the  diocefe  for  a  fortnight  in  each  year,  previous  to 
1798,  though  his  refidcnce  was  within  fifty  miles  of  the 
city  of  Dublin.  He  attended  to  his  epifcopal  duty,  in 
every  branch  of  it,  with  the  greateft  zeal  and  activity. 
In  this  calamitous  year  of  Rebellion,  he  had,  contrary 
to  his  ufual  cuftom,  refided  in  Dublin  about  two  months, 
immediately  previous  to  its  breaking  out ;  and  was  at 
that  time,  very  fortunately  for  himfelf  and  his  family, 
abfent  from  Ferns  ;  otherwife  he  would  have  certainly 
fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  bigotted  fury  of  the  Rebels.  They 
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Were  therefore  obliged  to  content  themfelves  with  the 
plunder  and  dilapidation  of  his  houfe,  which  had  been 
but  lately  creeled,'  and  on  which  he  and  his  predeceflbr 
had  expended  above  ten  thoufand  pounds.    They  burned 
his  library,    and  deftroyed  his  furniture.     On  the  firft 
burft  of  the  Infurreclion,  the  Rebels  murdered,  in  the 
moft   barbarous   manner,  all   the  Proteftant   Clergymen 
they  could  lay  their   hands  on.     The  Reverend  Meflrs. 
Turner,    Burrowes,    Throke,    Pentland,    and   Heydon, 
fell  facrifices  to  their  fanguinary  bigotry.     They  in  fome 
days  after  took  the  Reverend  Mr.  Owen  prifoner  :  they 
tortured  him,  and  he  was  thereby  for  fome  time  bereft 
of  his  reafon.     His  life  was  fpared  by  fome  accident,  as 
was  that  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Francis,  who,  notwith- 
ftanding,  was  fo  much  reduced  by  famine  (the  Rebels  hav- 
ing for  many  days  allowed  him  no  fubfiftence  but  fome 
potatoes  which  had  been  cut  into  pieces  for  the  purpofe 
of  planting),  that  he  died  fhortly  after  he  was  delivered 
from  them.     They  caufed  their  Priefts  to  baptize  two 
or  three  other  Proteftant  Clergymen  who  had  fallen  into 
their  hands,  and  their  lives  were  fpared  on  their  fubmit- 
ting  to  have  fuch  a  ceremony  performed  upon  them ; 
the  Rebels  efteeming  fuch  fubmiflion  an  abjuration  of 
their  religion,  and  an  adoption  into  the  Romilh  Church. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Heydon,  already  mentioned,  was  a 
native  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  had  fpent  almoft  his 
whole  life   there,   was   near   eighty   years  of  age,   and 
was  as  charitable   a   man,  and   as   much  efteemed,  as 
any  in  the  county.     The  Rebels  infifted  that  he  fhould 
fubmit  to  be  baptized,  which  he  declining  to  do,  they 
immediately  pierced  him  with  their  pikes,  and  he  fell 
dead  in  the  prefence  of  his  wife  :  they  ftripped  his  body, 
and  it  lay  expofed  in  the  ftreets  of  Ennifcorthy  for  nine 

days, 
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days,  till  it  was  almoft  devoured  by  the  fwine.  Some 
of  the  Rebels,  lefs  ferocious  than  the  others,  buried  the 
body  privately  at  night  in  the  church- yard  :  the  next  day 
others  of  them  dug  it  up,  and  flung  it  into  the  ftreet. 
Such  was  the  fate  of  this  ancient  Clergyman,  as  refpect- 
able  in  his  profeftion  as  any  either  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  who  feemed  to  be  beloved,  and  deferved  to  be 
fo,  by  all  his  parilhioners,  whether  Proteflants  or  Ro- 
jnanifts.  Moil  of  the  other  Proteftant  Clergymen  in  the 
diocefe  were  lucky  enough  to  efcape  from  thefe  barba- 
rians, fome  of  them  in  open  boats,  acrofs  the  channel 
into  Wales,  carrying  nothing  with  them  but  the  clothes 
on  their  backs  :  they  all  loft  their  properties,  which  were 
feized  on  as  plunder  by  the  Rebels. 

Previous  to  the  battle  of  Rofs,  the  Rebels  had  collected 
all  the   Proteftants,    men,   women,    and  children,   they 
could  lay  their  hands  on,  in  their  march  from  Wexford  to 
the  battle.     Thefe  they  left  prifoners  in  the  cuftody  of 
one  of  their  captains,  a  farmer,  of  the  name  of  Murphy, 
at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  King,  a  Proteftant  Gentleman  (who 
luckily  efcaped  from  their  fury),  at  a  place  called  Scollo- 
bogue,  fome  miles  diftant  from  Rofs.     About  fixty  men 
were  confined  in  the  manfion-houfe,  and  the  reft,  men, 
•women,    and  children,    to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five,  in  the  adjacent  barn.      On  the  day  of 
the  battle  of  Rofs,  the  Rebels  difpatched  a  meflfenger  to 
Murphy,  to  deiire  him,  in  the  name  of  their  General, 
to  put  all  the   prifoners  to  death,  as  the  King's  troops 
were  getting  the  better,  and  the  prifoners  would  efcape. 
Murphy  at  firft  hefitated,  and  defired  a  written  order  to 
warrant  this  barbarous  execution  ;  but  a  fecond  meflage, 
tp  the  fame  effect,  was  ihortly  after  delivered  to  him 
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from  Murphy,  aRomifh  Prieft,  and  one  of  the  Rebel  Com- 
manders, with  which  latter  order  the  Captain  and  his  gang, 
con  lifting  of  about  three  hundred,  determined  to  comply. 
The  fixty  men  were  firft  brought  out  of  the  manfion- 
houfe,  man  by  man,  and  all  (hot,  or  murdered  by  the 
ftabs  of  pikes,  in  the  front  of  the  houfe,  except  two, 
whom  Murphy,  for  fome  reafon  or  other,  fpared.  The 
Rebels  determined  to  make  ihorter  work  with  the 
people  in  the  barn,  the  majority  of  whom  were  women 
and  children :  they  furrounded  it,  piled  combuftibles 
about  it,  and  fet  it  on  fire.  The  enclofed  vi&ims  en> 
deavoured  to  force  the  doors :  their  barbarous  execu- 
tioners kept  up  an  inceiTant  fire  of  mufketry  upon  them, 
and  killed  all  who  mowed  their  heads.  The  doors  were 
divided  in  the  middle,  fo  that  the  upper  parts  were  open 
whilft  the  lower  parts  were  clofed.  The  Rebels  threw 
numberlefs  (heaves  of  ftraw,  all  in  flames,  into  the  barn 
at  thefe  apertures.  One  unhappy  woman  had  a  child  in 
her  arms,  which  fhe  was  fuckiing:  finding  death  in- 
evitable, flie  put  the  child  out  over  the  lower  part  of 
one  of  the  doors,  in  hopes  that  fome  of  thefe  barbarians 
might  have  fome  fparks  of  humanity  yet  twinkling  in 
their  bofoms,  and  would  fave  the  life  of  the  infant.  She 
was  difappointed :  the  child  was  immediately  transfixed 
with  a  fpear,  and  lifted  up  on  the  end  of  it,  writhing 
with  torture.  This  adion  was  loudly  applauded  by  the 
furrounding  Rebels!  Their  ihouts  of  triumphant  ex- 
ultation rent  the  air!  The  whole  number  enclofed  in 
the  barn  were  either  mot  dead  at  the  doors,  attempting 
to  force  their  way  out,  or  confumed  within  it. 

In  the  town  of  Wexford,    the  Rebels  had  feized  a 
number  of  Proteftaats,  whom  they  confined  in  the  gaol* 

Out 


Out  of  thefe  they  daily,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
Rebellion,  fele&ed  a  few,  and  murdered  them  with  great 
parade  in  the  mod  public  part  of  the  town  ;  generally 
marching  them  under  ftrong  guards  through  the  ftreets 
to  the  end  of  the  bridge,  military  mufic  attending,  and 
playing  a  dead  march  ;  charging  them  with  no  crime 
whatfoever,  except  that  they  were  heretics  irreclaimable. 
At  the  end  of  the  bridge  they  ,were  put  on  their  knees, 
Immediately  pierced  with  pikes,  and  their  bodies  thrown 
into  the  river,  which  is  there  deep  and  broad.  But  on 
the  day  of  the  decifive  battle  of  Vinegar  Hill,  diftant  only 
eleven  miles  from  Wexford,  the  Rebels  in  the  town  de- 
termined to  murder  all  their  prifoners  ;  and  on  that  day 
they  conducted  eighty- fix  Proteftants  from  the  gaol  to 
1  the  bridge,  marching  them  by  fixteen  or  eighteen  atia 
time,  with  mufic  playing  a  dead  march,  and  there  mur* 
dered  them  all  with  their  pikes.  The  Rebel  who  mowed 
himfelf  moft  active  in  this  butchery  was  celebrated  by 
the  reft  as  a  Hero,  who  never  winced  at  running  a  Heretic 
through  the  body.  Such  were  their  exprefiions  !  The 
remaining  prifoners,  men,  women,  and  children,  were 
doomed  to  (laughter  on  the  next  day  ;  but  a  party  of  the 
King's  troops  in  the  morning  rufhed  fuddenly  into  the 
town :  the  Rebels,  fought  their  fafety  in  flight,  and  the 
lives  of  upwards  of  three  hundred  Proteftants  were  faved. 
AH  the  fads  1  have  above  mentioned  of  the  barbarities 
committed  by  the  Rebels,  are  notorious,  and  have  been 
proved  on  the  oaths  of  the  moft  refpe&able  witnefTes,, 
on  the  trials  of  feveral  Rebels,  who  have  been  convicted 
of  having  been  concerned  in  thefe  maflacres.  It  is  in 
vain  for  Romifli  writers  to  deny  them  :  they  dare  not 
attempt  it  in  Ireland,  where  all  people  are  perfe&ly 
acquainted  with  the  above  circumftances.  This  Romifh 
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writer  has  published  his  infidious  pamphlet  in  England ; 
it  is  calculated  for  that  meridian  ;  he  hoped  to  impofe 
on  the  credulity  of  ftrangers ;  and  even  there  he  had  not 
affurance  peremptorily  to  affert  that  it  was  not  a  Romifh 
Rebellion, — he  only  ftrongly  infmuates  that  it  was  not. 

The  Infurgents  in  the  two  counties  of  Antrim  and 
Down  were  partly  Proteftant  Dilfenters  of  the  loweft 
clafs,  and  partly  Romanics.  They  were  few  in  number, 
feeble  in  their  operations,  and  were  fpeedily  difperfed. 
They  committed  no  maflacres,  becaufe  the  Romanics 
among  them  were  obliged  to  conceal  their  fanguinary 
projects  from  the  Proteftant  DiiTenters  aflbciated  with 
them,  and  whom  they  had  drawn  into  the  Rebellion  by 
holding  forth  to  them  the  fcheme  of  a  Democratic  Re- 
public, and  the  fubverlion  of  the  Church  Eftablifhment. 
Thefe  Infurgents  in  the  North,  of  different  religious 
perfuafions,  had  different  views,  which  they  ftudioufiy 
concealed  from  each  other.  The  Diffenters  among  them 
thought  they  were  making  tools  of  the  Romanics,  to 
ailift  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Eftablimment  in  Church 
and  State,  and  the  fubftituiion  of  a  Republic;  believing 
that  they  would  be  able  to  fecure  the  political  power  in 
fuch  a  State  to  themfelves,  and  introduce  that  fpecies  of 
religious  perfuafion  which,  in  the  clays  of  Cromwell, 
wasdiftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Independency,  throughout 
the  nation  :  their  principal  leaders  were  difguifed  Atheifts. 
The  Romanifts,  on  the  other  hand,  thought,  and  with 
much  more  reafon,  that  they  were  making  tools  of  the 
Diffenters,  by  inducing  them  to  affift  in  the  fubverfion 
of  the  Proteftant  Eftabli foment  in  Church  and  State,., 
and  the  fubftitution  of  a  Democratic  Republic  ;  becaufe 
they  knew  that  fuch  a  project  could  not  be  carried  into 
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execution  but  by  the  extirpation  of  all  the  Irifti  Proteft- 
ants  of  the  Eftabliftiment,  and  a  Separation  from  Great 
Britain,  for  ages  the  favourite  purfuits  of  Irifli  Roman- 
ifts  ;  and  they  faw  plainly  enough  that  the  whole  political 
power  of  the  nation  muft  fall  into  their  hands,  in  the 
event  of  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  projects  ;  becaufe  the  Pro- 
teftant Ditfenters  in  Ireland  do  not  amount  to  one  eighth 
part  of  the  Romanics  in  number;  and  in  a  Democratic 
Republic,  fuch  a  fmall  fection  of  the  people,  bereft  of 
the  fupport  of  the  Proteftants  of  the  Eftablimment,  and. 
of  Great  Britain,  could  have  very  little  political  influ- 
ence, if  they  were  even  fuffered  to  remain  in  the  coun- 
try, which,  from  the  religious  tenets  of  the  Romanifts, 
is  highly  improbable.  The  Romanifts  know  alfo,  that 
the  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  Eftablifliment  would  of 
itfelf  be  a  fubftitution  of  a  Romifli,  without  further 
trouble  ;  for,  from  the  religious  tenets  of  the  Romifli 
Faith,  its  votaries  are  bound  to  pay  their  tithes  to  their 
refpective  Parim  Priefts,  without  the  fanction  of  any 
temporal  law  whatfoever ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  all  laws 
(enforcing  the  payment  of  tithes  to  Proteftant  Clergymen 
by  them  are  accounted  impious,,  and  the  exaction  of  fuch 
payment  a  facrilege  ;  which  tenet  of  itfelf  will  for  ever 
render  them  Irreconcilable  enemies  to  a  Proteftant  Eftablijk- 
ment.  Hence  their  Clergy,  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  de- 
figns,  would  be  immediately  put  into  pofleffion  of  all  the 
tithes  of  the  nation.  Add  to  this  the  immenfe  fums 
which  the  Romiili  Clergy  levy  on  their  Laity  from  Con- 
feflions,  from  Indulgences,  from  the  doctrine  of  Pur- 
gatory, from  Difpenfations,  and  other  concomitants  of 
their  fuperftition,  reprobated  by  the  Proteftant  doctrines; 
and  it  will  be  eafily  feen,  that  it  would  not  be  neceflary, 
on  the  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  Church  Eftablimment, 
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tc>  fecure,  by  temporal  laws,  any  particular  endowment 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Romifh  Clergy  ;  and  that,  even  in 
their  prefent  condition,  they  levy  a  very  ample  fubfiftence 
on  their  people. 

The  horrible  cruelties  exercifed  by  the  great  body  of 
the  Rebels  in  Leinfter  on  the  Proleftants,  foon  alarmed 
the  few  Diflenters,  confederates  of  the  Romifh  Infur- 
gents  in  the  North.  They  immediately  faw  into  the 
real  defign  of  their  new  allies;  and  withdrawing  thern- 
felves  from  a  confpiracy  which,  they  clearly  perceived, 
would  in  its  fuccefs  be  attended  with  their  own  deftruc- 
tion,  all  projects  of  Rebellion  vanifhed  in  the  province  of 
Ulfter.  Rebellion  there  was  but  partially  entertained  ;  it 
never  had  very  numerous  partifans  :  the  flame,  thus  feeble, 
was  eafily  quenched,  never  to  be  re-kindled ;  and  the  people 
have  returned  to  tbeir  accuftomed  induftrious  purfuits. 
The  great  ftrength  of  the  Rebellion  lay  in  the  province 
of  Leinfter.  The  whole  mafs  of  the  Romilli  inhabit- 
ants of  the  counties  of  Wicklow,  Wexford,  Kildare, 
and  Carlow,  rofe  at  once.  Many  inhabitants  of  the 
adjacent  counties,  particularly  of  Meath  and  Dublin, 
of  the  fame  religious  perfuafion,  joined  them*  Their 
number  in  arms  at  one  time  amounted  to  upwards  of 
fifty  thoufand  men.  Confiding  in  this  ftrength,  they  did 
not  think  it  neceflary  to  conceal  their  defigns  of  extir- 
pating the  Proteftants :  the  excifion  of  all  Heretics  they, 
on  the  contrary,  proclaimed  to  be  their  object  and  inten- 
tion ;  and  evinced,  by  their  actions,  the  fincerity  of  this 
declaration. 

So  early  as  the  year  1792,  the  Irifti  Romanifts  had 
projected  this  Rebellion,  and  commenced  their  operations 
preparative  of  it.  In  that  year,  a  Secret  Committee  of 
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them,  which  had  before  for  fome  years  privately  aflerriblof 
in  Dublin,  determined  to  take  decifive  fleps  towards  com- 
bining their  whole  collected  power  throughout  the  nation, 
and  making  one  united  effort  to  feparate  the  nation  from 
Great  Britain,  fubvert  the  Monarchy,  and  eftablifli  a  Ro- 
mifh  Democratic  Republic  in  Ireland,  under  the  protection 
of  France,  which  encouraged  them  to  the  attempt,  and 
\vhofe  anarchical  fchemes  they  refolved  to  adopt.  The 
fuccefs  of  the  French  Revolutionises  infpired  them  with 
hopes  of  fimilar  fuccefs;  and  fome  popular  characters 
in  England  and  Ireland  appeared  publicly  as  their  abettors, 
particularly  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  who  difpatched  his  fon 
to  Ireland  to  act  as  their  agent,  in  which  capacity  he 
exerted  himfelf  with  great  zeal  and  activity.  They 
were  thus  emboldened  to  adopt  very  daring  and  open 
meafures  for  carrying  their  project  into  execution.  With 
this  view  a  Romifh  merchant  in  Dublin,  one  of  this 
private  Society,  iflued  a  kind  of  writs  for  the  election  of 
a  general  Reprefentative  Aflembly  of  the  Irifh  Roman- 
ifts,  to  meet  at  a  certain  day  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  there 
to  deliberate  on  the  interefts  of  that  body,  and  to  con- 
cert proper  methods  for  what  was  ftyled  the  Eman- 
cipation of  the  Romanifts.  Thefe  writs  were  directed 
to  the  Romifh  Parim  Priefls  throughout  the  kingdom, 
who  were  to  fuperintend  the  execution  of  them.  They 
were  executed  in  the  following  manner  :  The  Romifh  in- 
habitants of  each  parifh  were  fummoned  by  the  Prieft  to 
meet  at  the  Romifh  chapel  ;  and  there  two  deputies  were 
elected  by  the  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  adults  of  the 
whole  congregation  without  diftinction.  Thefe  deputies 
met  the  deputies  of  all  the  parifhes  of  a  barony  or  hun- 
dred, at  an  appointed  time  and  tplace,  and  elected,  by 
plurality  of f  votes,  two  deputies  for  the  barony  from 
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among  themfelves.     Thefe  two  baronial  deputies  met, 
nt  a  certain  time  and  place,  the  other  baronial  deputies, 
$nd  elected  two  deputies  from  among  themfelves,  as -re- 
prefentatives of  the  county.     The  fame  mode  of  election 
of  reprefentatives  was  purfued  in  cities  and  towns  cor- 
porate.    Thefe  reprefentatives  met  at  the  Taylors'  Hall, 
in   the   city   of  Dublin,    appointed  proper  officers,  and 
•continued  fitting  for  many  weeks,  with  the  doors  of  the 
hall  carefully  clofed  and  guarded,  within  a  furlong  of  the 
Caftle  of  Dublin,  the  reiidence  of  the  Viceroy.     Their 
afTembling  was  open  and  notorious:    their  deliberations 
Were  kept  profoundly  fecret.      The   Magistracy  of  the 
rity   of  Dublin   would  have  immediately  difperfed  this 
unlawful  afTembly,  which,  in  imitation  of  the   French, 
afiumed  the  title  of  the  Catholic  Convention  ;  but  the  Go- 
vernment declined  to  warrant  or  countenance  fuch  ex- 
ertion  of   the  Police.      This    Convention  compofed   a 
paper,    which   they  ftyled  the   Petition  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  to  His  Majefty,  which  is  one  en- 
tire fyftem  of  the  moft  audacious  and  groundlefs  falfe- 
hoods  and  mifreprefentations  that  was  ever  framed  :  it  is 
a  virulent  and  malicious  invective  and  libel  on  the  Pro- 
teftantsof  Ireland  and  the  eftablifhed  Government,  and 
a  forgery  of  grievances  of  Irifh  Romanifts  which  never 
exifted.     They  at  length  clofed  their  feffion,  firft  elect- 
ing  nine   of   their    members   to  compofe  a  permanent 
Council  of  Irifh  Traitors.     This  they  ftyled  the  Perma- 
nent Committee  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.     Of 
thefe  M'Nevin,    their  Amb'aflador  t'o  the  French   Di- 
rectory>    was  the  chief.      They  levied  great    fums   of 
money  by  a  regular  afieflTment,  which  they  impofed  on 
the  I  rim  Romanifls,  and  to  which  they  univerfally  fub- 
mitted.     They  fent  a  deputation  to  Belfaft,  to1  feduce  the 
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Proteftant  Diflentcrs  there  to  enter  into  a  confederacy 
with  them,  for  the  annihilation  of  the  Conftitution,  un- 
der pretence  of  a  co-operation  for  a  Reform  of  the  Re- 
prefentation  in  Parliament ;  and  to  the  operations  of 
.that  Deputation  is  the  iate  feeble  Northern  Infurre£Uon, 
which  I  have  mentioned,  to  be  afcribed.  They  ap- 
pointed deputies  to  prefent  the  flagitious  libel,  which 
they  ftyled  a  Petition  to  His  Majefty  ;  and  fo  great  was 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Burke  in  England  at  that  time,  that 
he  procured  the  introduction  of  thefe  Deputies  to  His 
Majefty,  by  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State ;  and  they 
prefented  their  Petition.  To  the  fame  influence  is  juftly 
to  be  attributed  the  pallive  conduct  of  the  Irifti  Govern- 
ment, in  refpecl:  to  that  unlawful  aflembly.  The  whole 
mafs  of  the  Irifh  Romanics  fubmitted  to  the  authority 
of  this  Committee  of  Nine.  They  were  fele&ed  out  of 
the  Reprefentatives  chofen  by  them  all  in  the  manner  I 
have  mentioned,  and  appointed  by  the  votes  of  that  whole 
body  to  conduct  the  projects  and  fchemes  of  the  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts ;  they  are  therefore  to  be  confidered  astheir  exifting 
Reprefentatives,  and  they  have  acted  as  fuch  ever  fince, 
till  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion.  One  of  them, 
M'Nevin,  was  the  moil  a&ive  diplomatic  member  of  the 
Irifh  Directory. 

In  the  year  1795,  when  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  ap- 
pointed Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  the  Committee  of 
Nine  determined  that  the  whole  mafs  of  Irilh  RomanifU 
ftiould  prefent  a  Petition  to  Parliament,  praying,  or 
rather  demanding,  what  they  ftyled  Emancipation;  that 
rs,  the  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  Eftablimment  in 
Church  and  State.  They  publifhed  a  precedent  of  fuch 
a.  Petition  in  the  public  Newfpapers,  and  fent  out  their 
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mandate  to  all  of  their  perfuafion  in  every  part  of  Ireland, 
commanding  them  to  fend  up  Petitions,  drawn  after  that 
model,  to  be  prefented  to  Parliament,  figned  by  them  in 
every  diftricl:.     This  mandate  was  immediately  complied 
with  by  the  whole  body.     The  afleflfments  of  the  Con* 
vention  have  been  always  regularly  paid  to  the  Trea- 
furer,  one  of  the  Nine ;  and  the  Romifh  body  through- 
out Ireland  regularly  correfponded  with  their  Secretary 
M'Cormick,  till  he  fled  out  of  the  kingdom,  to  efcape 
punifhment  for  his  treafon,  fome  time  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Rebellion.     The  Committee  of  Nine 
called  a  general  meeting  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  on  the 
recall   of  Earl   Fitzwilliam.     They   met  at   a  Romifh 
chapel   in   Dublin.      Several    feditious    fpeeches    were 
fpoken   at    this   affembly  by  M'Nevin,    Keough,    and 
Ryan,  three  members  of  the  Committee  of  Nine ;  and 
by    Lewins,  their  prefent  Ambafiador    at   Paris ;     and 
very  feditious  refolutions  were  entered  into  by  them,  and 
the  whole  afTembly.     All.  thefe  Speeches  and  Refolutions 
the  Committee  publifhed  in  feveral  New/papers  both  in 
Great  Britain  and   Ireland,     In  one  of  the  Refolutions 
agreed  to  by  the  whole  body,    they   voted    their   moft 
grateful   thanks   for   his  fervices,    and    fifteen    hundred 
pounds  for  his  trouble,  to  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  as 
one  of  their  agents.     He  was  at  this  time  a  traitor,  in 
correfpondence  with  the   French  Convention,  and   em- 
ployed by  them  to  raife  a  Rebellion  in  Ireland.     He  was 
fmce  taken    by   Sir   John  Borlafe  Warren's    fquadron, 
coming  to  invade  Ireland  with  a  French  army,  and  having 
a  French  commiflion  in  his  pocket.     He  was  convicted 
of  high  treafon,  and  ordered  for  execution;    but  on  the 
morning  of  the  day   appointed  for  his  execution  he  cut 
his  own  throat.      His    brother,    Matthew  Tone,     was 
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hanged  and  quartered  for  the  fame  crime.  In  another- 
Resolution,  the  Committee  of  Nine  and  their  Affembly  pledged 
themfelves,  collecllvely  and  individually,  to  rejift  even  their 
Emancipation,  if  propofed  to  be  conceded  on  the  ignominious 
terms  of  an  acqulefcence  in  the  fatal  meafure  of  an  Union, 
with  Great  Britain. 

Of  this  Committee  of  Nine,  M'Nevin  and  Sweetman 
are  now  confined,  as  profefTed  traitors,  at  Fort  George 
in  Scotland  ;  Ryan  is  dead ;  Keough  and  M'Cormick 
have  found  it  prudent  to  withdraw  out  of  the  kingdom  ; 
another  was  long  confined  on  fufpicion  of  treafon,  but 
has  been  lately  liberated  by  the  clemency  of  the  Marquis 
Cornwallis.  It  is  however  generally  believed  that 
their  places  have  been  duly  filled  up,  and  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  Nine,  as  the  Reprefentative  of  the  whole 
mafs  of  Irifh  Romanifts,  ftill  fubfifts,  maintains  its  au- 
thority over  that  body,  and  continues  its  operations, 

From  the  detail  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  late 
Rebellion,  here  faithfully  given,  it  muft  be  clear  to  every 
difpaflionate  perfon,  that  it  was  aRomiuh  Rebellion,  and 
that  it  was  hatched  by  the  Romifh  Convention.  But  it 
may  not  be  amifs  here  to  infert  fome  quotations  from 
the  Reports  of  the  Secret  Committees  of  the  Britifh  and 
I  rim  Houfes  of  Lords  refpe&ing  it.  In  the  *  Report  of 

*  the  Committee  of  the  Iriih  Houfe  ot  Lords'  (page  2)  is 
the  fallowing  paragraph:  '  During  that   period'  (1792 
and   1793)    '  very     confiderable   fums  of    money   were 

*  levied  upon   the  Roman   Catholics   of  this  kingdom, 

*  under  the  authority  of  a  Committee  of  perfons  of  that 
.  *  perfuafion,  who  then  afTumed,  and  feemed  in  a  great 

*  degree  to  fucceed  in  the  government  and  direction  of 
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c  the  whole  body  of  Irifh  Catholics.'  Ibidem,  page  4, 
€  We  have  taken  up  the  detail  of  it  from  that  period* 
(1-795  and  1796),  '  when  the  confpiracy  was  fo  matured 
'  as  to  have  for  its  avowed  object  the  array  and  levy  of 

*  a  regular  military  force  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
c  for  the  purpofe  of  aflifting  the  French,  if  they  mould 
c  be  enabled  to  make  a  defcent  upon  this  country  ;  or,  if 

*  foreign  afliftance  could  riot  be  procured,  of  making  a 
c  general   infurre&ion,    in  the   hope  of   fubverting  the 
'  Monarchy  and  Ecclefiaftical  Eftablifhment,  of  feizing 

*  the  perfons  and  confifcating  the  property  of  His  Ma- 
c  jetty's   loyal    fubjeds,  and  of  eftabliihing  a  Republi- 

*  can  Government  guaranteed  by  the  power  of  France.' 
And  ibidem,  pages  10,    n,  12,  may  be  feen  an  account 
of  the  negotiations  of  M'Nevin,  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Nine,  with  the  French  Directory,  to  which  I  refer 
the  reader. 

In  the  '  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe 

*  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,'  feel.  2,  page  10,  is  the 
following  paffage:  *  The  confpirators  in  Ireland,  unquef- 

*  tionably,  always  meditated  the  complete  feparation  of 
«  that  country  from  Great  Britain.'     The  Report  then 
adverts  to  the  Society  of  United  Irijhmen,  which  it  ftates  to 
have  been  instituted  in  the  year  1791.     And  here  it  is 
proper  to  ftate,    that  the    Romiih  Convention  already 
mentioned  was  afTembled  in  the  year   1792,   and  that 
almoft  the  whole  of  its  members,  if  not  the  whole,  were 
United  Irijhmen  :  that  all  the  principal  Romifli  leaders  in 
the  late  Rebellion  were  members  of  this  Convention ; 
and  all  of  them,  together  with  the  whole  mafs  of  the 
Infurgents,  United  Irijhmen.     In  the   Report  laft  men-  ' 
tioned,  fed.  7,  page  31,  adverting  to  the  mutiny  in  the 
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Britilh  fleet,  is  the  following  paflage  :    <  It  appears  that 
'  oaths  have  been  tendered  by  the  Mutineers  to  the  crew 

*  to  be  United  Irishmen,  equal  to  their  brethren  in  Ire* 

*  land,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  King  or  his 

*  Government :    that  they  have   a6ted   in  the  profefled 

*  expectation  of  afliftance  from  France,  with  the  exprefs 

*  view  of  co-operating  for  the  expulfion  of  the  Proteft- 
f  ants  from   Ireland,  and  the  erection  of  a  Roman  Ca- 

*  tholic  Government,     On  another  occafion  the  Oath  has 

*  been  as  follows :    *e  I  fwear  to  be  true  to  the  free  and 

*  united  Irifli,  who  are  now  fighting  our  caufe  againft 

*  Tyrants  and  OpprefTors,  and  to  defend  their  rights  to 
'  the  laft  drop  of  my  blood,  and  to  keep  all  fecret :  and 

*  I  do  agree  to  carry  the  (hip  into  Breft,  the  next  time 

*  the  fhip  looks  out  a-head  at  fea,  and  to  kill  every  offi- 

*  cer  and  man  that  mall  hinder  us,  except  the  Matter ; 

*  and  to  hoift  a  green  enfign  with  a  harp  in  it,  and  after- 

*  wards  to  kill  and  deflroy  the  Proteftants"     Ibid,  page  32. 
'  Your  Committee  have  no  hefitation  in  ftating  on  the 

*  cleared  proof,    ftrongly  confirmed  by   recent  circum- 

*  fiances,  that  among  the  various  botlies  inlifted  in  any  part 
<  of  Great  Britain  for  the  purpofes  of  fedition  and  trea- 
'  fon,    the   focieties   which  have   been    formed  by   the 
4  United  Irifhmen  in  this  country  are  in  all  refpe&s  the 

*  mod  formidable,  particularly  at'the  prefent  moment  5 

*  whether  confidered  with  a  view  to  their  combination, 
'  their  actual  numbers,  or  the  atrocious  nature  of  the 

*  defigns,  of  which  they  are  preparing,  in  a  very  fhort 
f  time,  to  attempt  the  execution,  in  direct  co-operation 

*  with   France.     The  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 

*  thefe  Societies  is  much  increafed,  from   the  conftant 

*  communication  which  they  maintain  with  the  Societies 
f  in  Ireland,  their  mutual  confidence  in  each  other,  and 
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s  the  alarming  circumftance  of  their  being  at  this  ms- 
*  merit  fubject  to  the  fame  fecret  direction,  and  the  fame 
'  chiefs.' 

This  «  Report  of  the  Eritifh  Houfe  of  Commons'  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  fo  late  as  the  15th  of  March  1799. 
And  it  is  here  worthy  to  be  noted,  that  Mr.  Tone,  al- 
ready mentioned,  who  is  acknowledged  to  have  been 
Agent  of  the  Romifh  Conrention  in  the  year  1792,  by 
their  Permanent  Committee,  was  the  founder  of  the  So- 
ciety of  United  Irifhmen  in  the  year  1791 ;  and  it  is  pretty 
evident  that  the  Romifh  Convention  was  only  an  affembly 
of  the  mod  confiderable  amongfl  the  perfonages  which 
compofed  the  Society  of  United  Irimmen  \ — a  fpecies  of 
florilegium  of  that  holy  brotherhood! 

It  is  now  time  to  inquire  what  it  is  which  induces 
Irifh  Romanifts  to  a&  fo  ferocioufly,  and  to  third  fo  in- 
fatiably  for  the  blood  of  their  Proteftant  fellow-fubjecls; 
a  third  at  this  moment  as  unquenchable  as  in  the  year 
1641,  the  era  of  the  horrible  Irim  mafTacre !  It  cannot 
arife  from  the  hatred  of  the  native  Irifh.  to  the  Britifh 
Colony,  contracted  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Colony  ex- 
ercifed  over  the  natives,  as  is  with  equal  effrontery  and 
falfehood  aflerted  by  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  entitled, 

*  Confide  rations  on  the  State  of  public  Affairs  in  the  Tear 

*  1799.  Ireland;'    for  at   prefent,    and  for   many  years 
back,  the  native  Irim,  and  the  Britifh,  who  from  time  to 
time  migrated  into  Ireland  and  fettled  there,  are  fo  in- 
termixed that  no  fuch  diflindlion  as  Native  and  Colonift 
can  properly  be  faid  now  to  remain  in  the  kingdom  ; 
fave  that  in  fome  mountainous  parts  of  the  province  of, 
fConnaught,  and  in  the  mountains  in   the  fouth  of  the 
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counties  of  Cork  and  Kerry,  fuch  fufion  has  not  taken 
place  in  any  confiderable  degree;    and   in   thofe  parts 
there  was  no  Rebellion.     In  the  counties  in  which  the 
Rebellion  raged,  to  wit,  thofe  of  Wexford,  Wicklow, 
Carlow,  Kiklare,  Meath,  and  Dublin,  the  majority  of 
the  peafantry,  if  their  original  race  is  to  be  difcovered 
by  their  names',  is  Britifh.     There  are  two  baronies  in 
the    county    of  Wexford,    viz.    thofe    of    Forth    and 
Bargy,  entirely  peopled  by  the  defcendants  of  old  Englifh 
fettlers,  who  yet  retain  the  old  Englifh  language,  as  it 
Iras  fpoken  in  England  in   the   time  of   Chaucer,  and 
which  is  almoft  unintelligible  to  a  modern  Englimman. 
They  are  for  the  moft  part  Romanifts  at  this  day,  and 
were  very  active  Rebels.     The  Englifh  who  fettled  in 
other  parts  of  Ireland,  previous  to  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  are  fo  completely  incorporated  with  the  ori- 
ginal natives,  that  they  cannot  now  be  diftingui fried  from 
them  by  their  language,  cuftoms,  or  manners;  the  fur- 
mames  of  the  refpe&ive  families  of   them  alone  mark 
their  origin.     They  may  be  reputed  natives  ;    and  there 
are  few  who  retain  Iriih  furnames  through  the  nation,. 
\vho  have  not  Britifh  blood  in  their  veins.     The  Romifh 
inhabitants  of  Ireland  called  by  Britifh   furnames,  and 
generally  reputed  of   Britifh  extraction,    are  the    moft 
powerful  portion  of   Irifh  Romanifts  in  point  of  pro- 
perty.    In  the  late  Rebellion,  almoft  all  the  leaders  of 
the  Rebels  had  Englifh  furnames,  and  the  mafs  of  the 
Infurgents  was  of  the  fame  defcription  ;  the  Rebellion 
having  raged  in  the  parts  of  Ireland  diredtly  oppofite  to 
Britain,  and  chiefly  in  that  part  formerly  called  the  Pale, 
the  principal  feat  of  the  ancient   Englifh  Colony.     Of 
the  Proteftant  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  a  large  portion  has 
Irifh  furnames,  and  may  be  therefore  reputed  of  native 

Irifh 


(    "3    ) 

Irifh  extra&ion.  In  a  word,  the  only  real  and  fpecifie 
diftin&ion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  in  the  prefent  time 
is,  that  of  Proteftants  and  Romanifts.  The  fanguinary 
hoftility  of  the  Irifh  Romanifts  .againft  the  Iriih  Proteft- 
ants cannot  therefore  be  attributed  to  a  national  antipathy 
fubfifting  between  Natives  and  Colonifts  ;  and  there  is  as 
Jittle  ground  for  afcribing  it  to  any  peculiar  propenfity  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  cruelty,  greater  than  that  of  other 
nations.  Oppreilion  they  cannot  reafonably  complain 
of;  for  the  Irifh  Romanifts  enjoy  a  greater  portion  of 
civil  liberty,  than  the  moft  favoured  fubjedls  of  any  fo- 
reign nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  There  is  there- 
fore no  other  reafonable  mode  of  accounting  for  it,  but 
by  an  examination  of  the  doctrines  of  their  Religion : 
and  whoever  will  attentively  confider  the  precepts  of  the 
Council  of  Lateran  before  quoted,  refpe&ing  Herely, 
which  they  hold  as  a  part  of  their  creed,  will  there  find 
the  true  fources  of  all  thofe  barbarities,  and  maflacres  of 
their  fellow-fubje&s,  which  they  have  been  guilty  of. 
The  legal  punifhment  of  Herefy  in  the  Britifh  dominions, 
during  the  domination  of  Popery,  was  burning  alive : 
hence  the  burning  alive  of  the  unfortunate  Proteftants  in 
the  barn  at  Scollobogue,  and  the  persecution  of  them 
with  fire  and  fword  in  the  late  Rebellion.  The  Irifh 
Romanifts  committed  nothing  which  they  were  not  war- 
yanted,  nay  commanded,  to  commit,  by  the  Council  of 
J^ateran  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  at  the  times  of  their 
perpetrating  the  mofl  atrocious  cruelties,  they  always 
branded  their  victims  with  the  opprobrious  title  of  He- 
retics. 

The  Romanifts  in    Ireland,    whether    aboriginal,  or 
$f  old  Englifh  extraction,  have  always  endeavoured  tq 
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fliake  off  Vvhat  they  call  the  Englifh  yoke,  that  is,  to  fc- 
parate  themfelves  from  England  ;  and  this  political  prin- 
ciple has  contributed  more  than  any  other  circumftance 
to  keep  them  fteady  to  the  Romilh  perfuafion,  as  being 
hoftile  to  the  Proteftantjaith,  the  Religion  of  Britain  : 
their  leaders  juftly  enough  confidering  that  hoftility  of 
Religions  is  a  powerful  cement  of  adverfe  political  par- 
ties, and  a  ftrong  barrier  again  ft  all  treaty ;  and  that  Sepa- 
ration from  Britain  will  be  always  the  favourite  purfuit 
of  men  who  firmly  believe  that  Britons  are  an  accurfed 
race,  reprobated  by  Heaven,  the  objecls  of  Divine  ven- 
geance, to  be  inflicted  on  them  on  earth  by  the  fwords 
of  the  faithful ;  they  therefore  fupport  and  propagate  the 
Romifh  Faith,  as  they  have  always  done,  with  all  their 
power  and  influence.  And  to  this  political  principle  of 
Separation  from  Britain,  as  a  firft  caufe,  may  be  traced 
the  perfevering  attachment  of  fuch  a  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Ireland  to  the  Romim  Faith  :  and  of  that 
attachment  their  cruelty  to  their  Proteftant  countrymen  is 
the  immediate  effect. 

I  fhall  now  take  fome  notice  of  the  ftriclures  thrown 
out,  by  the  Author  of  '  The  Cafe  of  Ireland  Re- confideredj 
on  the  Popery  Code  fome  time  fince  repealed  in  Ireland. 
The  Author  has  fummed  up  all  the  old  common-place 
pbjecYions  to  that  Code,  advanced  by  the  whole  fwarm 
pi  Romifh  fcribblcrs,  with  all  their  exaggerations,  fince 
the  enaction  of  it.  His  objections  I  have  already  men- 
tioned ;  ihey  are  principally  contained  in  pages  4  and  34 
pi  his  pamphlet.  Notwithstanding  this  Code  has  been 
for  fome  years  repealed,  particularly  all  fuch  parts  of 
it  as  he  complains  of,  he  again  blazons  forth  its  feve- 
rjty,  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  a  new  edge  to  the 
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weapons  of  his  Rornifh  countrymen  (which  he  appre- 
hends may  have  been  fomewhat  blunted  in  the  recent 
Rebellion  and  MaiTacre),  and  of  misleading  the  Englidi 
nation  into  an  unfounded  opinion,  that  the  Iriih  Ro- 
manifts  have  been  cruelly  opprefied ;  and  that  their  recent 
Rebellion  has  been  the  effecl;  of  that  oppreflion,  not  re- 
forted  to  for  remedy  (the  Code  having  been  repealed  before 
the*  Rebellion),  but  for  revenge.  It  is  neceflary  to  make  a 
few  remarks  on  his  ftridures,  to  ihow  how  abfurd  they 
are,  and  what  little  ground  there  is  for  them :  fo  very 
little  indeed,  that  there  is  fufficient  reafon  to  believe  the 
writer  to  have  been  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  laws 
themfelves,  and  that  he  merely  copied  the  obfervations 
he  makes  upon  them  from  others.  His  ignorance  of 
the  laws  of  his  country  is  manifeft  from  more  than 
one  paflage  in  his  pamphlet.  J  (hall  give  one  remark- 
able inftance  here  of  his  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
laws.  In  page  41,  obferving  on  what  he  calls  the 
Teft  Oaths,  meaning  the  Oaths  adminiftered  to  every 
Member  of  Parliament  when  he  takes  his  feat  in  the 
Houfe,  he  has  the  following  pafTage  :  «  Among  thefe 

*  Oaths  I   fuppofe  is  included  that  of  Abjuration,  which 

*  is   as  violent   an    infult   to  the  religion   of  our  allies, 
'  the  firft  nations  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  as  the1 
'  abominable  Oath  of  Hatred  to  Royalty   fet  up   as  a 
1  ted  in  France,  is  to  their  form  of  government.'     -The 
Oath  of    Supremacy   I    have   already  .mentioned :    the 
Oath,  ftyled  in  our  Statutes  the  Oath  of  Abjuration,  is 
(imply  an  oath,  nrft,  of  Allegiance  to  His  Majefty  ;  next, 
of  fupport  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Crown,  as  limited 
by  an  A£l  of  Parliament,  entitled,  An  Aft  for  the  fur- 
ther  Limitation   of  the    Crown,    and  better  fecuring  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  SubjeR ;    and  next  an  Oath 

abjuring 


'abjuring  all  allegiance  to  the  defcendants  of  the  lale 
King  James  the  Second. '  This  Oath,  together  with  the 
Oaths  of  Supremacy,  and  a  general  Oath  of  Allegiance* 
are  all  the  oaths  enjoined  to  be  taken  by  Members  of 
Parliament.  How  contemptible  then  is  the  ignorance 
of  this  Author,  who  ftates,  that  this  Oath  of  Abjuration 
is  a  violent  infult  to  the  religion  of  our  allies,  the  firf): 
nations  in  Europe  ! 

The  Irifh  Popery  Code,  which  this  Author  complains 
of,  was  cnacled  after  the  acceflion   of    King  William 
and  Queen  Mary  :  not  all  at  once,  but  from  time  to 
time,  as  feemed  expedient,  in  feveral  fucceflive  Seffions 
of  the  Irifh  Parliaments,  from  the  4th  of  William  and 
Mary  to  the  8th  of  Anne  inclufive,  but  chiefly  in  the  2d 
and  8th  of  Anne.     By  this  Code  Romanifts  were  prohi- 
bited to  teach  fchool,  and  to  take  leafes  of  lands  for  a 
longer  term  than  thirty-one  years,  or  to  acquire  by  pur- 
chafe  any  more  durable  intereft  in  lands.     It   provided, 
that  if  the  elded  fon  of  a  Romanirt,  having  an  eftate  in 
fee,  conformed  to  the  Proteftant    Religion,  his  father, 
from  the  time  of  his  conformity,  became  tenant  for  life 
of  his  eftate,  the  fee  vetted  in  the  conforming  fon,   fub- 
jedl  to  the  debts  and  incumbrances,  and  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor was  empowered  to  charge  the  eftate  with  fortunes 
for  the  younger  children,  not  exceeding   in    the  whole 
one  third  of  the  full  value  of  it.     When  a  Romanift 
died  feifed  of  an  eftate  in  fee,  if  his  eldeft  fon  did  not 
conform  to  the  Proteftant  Religion  within  a  year  and  a 
day  after  his  father's  death  (if  he  was  then  of  full  age, 
or,  if  then  a  minor,  within  a  year  and  a  day  after  he 
had  attained  his  full  age),  the  eftate  gavelled  between  him 
and  his  brothers.      No  Romanift  could   enjoy  an    of- 
fice 
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lice  in  the  State,  a  commiffion  in  the  Army,  or  a  feat 
in  Parliament,  without  taking  the  Teft  Oaths.  Thefe 
are  the  parts  of  the  Popery  Code,  whofe  dire  effe&s  on. 
the  Irifh  Romanifts  this  Author  fo  pathetically  laments, 
and  magnifies  with  fuch  monftrous  exaggeration.  It  Is 
neceflary  here  to  remark,  that  thefe  laws  were  all  er- 
a&ed  from  abfolute  neceflity :  that  the  reiterated  rebel- 
lions, treafons,  and  maffacres  of  the  Irifli  Romanifts 
were  the  caufes  of  their  enaction  :  that  they  were  en- 
acted after  the  Irifh  Romanifts  had  been  completely  fub- 
dued  in  a  defperate  war,  waged  by  them  againft  their 
Proteftant  countrymen  and  the  Englifh  nation,  and 
undertaken  by  them,  under  the  pretence  of  fupporting 
the  title  of  an  abdicated  Monarch  to  the  Crown  ;  but 
really  for  the  purpofe  of  feparating  Ireland  from  Great 
Britain,  and  allying  it  with  France  :  that  in  this  war  the 
nation  was  defolated  from  one  extremity  to  the  other, 
as  it  had  been  frequently  before  in  flmilar  precedent  re- 
bellions :  that  it  became  evidently  detrimental  to  the  State5 
to  permit  Irifli  Romanifts  to  acquire  landed  eftates,  giv- 
ing them  an  intereft  in  the  country,  which  their  avowed 
principles  inevitably  led  them  to  ufe  for  the  fubverfion. 
of  the  State  :  that  the  incurable  difpofition  of  the  Irifli 
Romanifts  to  rebellion  and  mafiacre  was  not  the  effe<9:, 
but  the  caufe,  of  the  Popery  Code ;  for  that  difpofition 
led  them  to  the  moft  flagrant,  cruel,  and  reiterated  ads 
of  rebellion  and  maffacre,  before  the  enaction  of  that 
Code ;  and  all  other  ways  of  preventing  the  repetition 
of  fuch  horrible  crimes  had  been  found  ineffectual  :  that 
this  Author  is  guilty  of  the  bafeft  deception,  in  flating 
the  Popery  Code  to  be  the  caufe  of  Rebellions,  when  it 
<was  only  the  effect  :  that  the  parts  of  that  Code,  of 
which  he  complains,  as  provocations  of  Irilh  Romanifts 
4  uw 


to  Rebellion,  were  repealed,  before  the  laft  I  rim  re- 
bellion and  maflacre  ;  and  confequently  could  not  be  the 
caufe  of  them :  and  it  is  no  unfair  deduction,  that  the 
re-ena6tion  of  a  Code,  which,  while  it  continued  to 
be  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  prevented  Rebellion, 
may  become  neceffary  for  the  protection  of  the  country 
from  fimilar  future  calamities. 

This  Author  ftates,  that,  by  the  repealed  Popery  Code, 
Romanifts  were  excluded  from  Proteflant  Schools.  This  is 
a  direct  falfehood :  Romanifts,  fo  far  from  being  excluded 
from  Proteftant  fchools,  were  invited  to  them  ;  every 
Proteftant  fchool  in  the  kingdom  was  always  open  to 
them ;  they  might  have  freely  reforted  thither  for  in- 
flru&ion  in  all  kinds  of  learning,  without  any  inter- 
ference of  the  fchool  matters  with  their  religious  opinions. 
Schools  were  eftablifhed  by  Government,  above  half  a 
century  ago,  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the 
poorer  clafs  of  Irim.  Romanifts,  who  had  the  privilege 
of  fending  their  children  to  thefe  fchools,  if  they  thought 
fit,  to  be  educated  and  maintained  gratis :  thefe  fchools 
are  called  Charter  Schools,  and  the  fcholars  are  educated 
in  the  Proteftant  Religion,  as  it  is  but  reafonable  that 
children  educated  at  the  expenfe  of  the  State,  mould  be 
inftru&ed  in  the  Religion  of  the  State.  But  all  other 
fchools  were  as  open  to  Romanifts  as  to  Proteftants, 
without  any  reference  to,  or  interference  with,  the  reli- 
gious opinions  of  Romanifts.  The  State  has  lately,  but 
before  this  Author  publilhed  his  pamphlet,  thought  fit 
to  eredl:  a  moft  magnificent  College,  at  an  amazing  ex- 
penfe, near  Dublin,  for  the  exclufive  education  of  Ro- 
mifh  Priefts,  whether  wifely  or  not,  I  will  not  pre- 
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fume  to  determine.     1  mall  have  occafion  hereafter  rrior* 
fully  to  notice  this  foundation. 

Romifti  ftudents  could  not  Obtain  degrees  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Dublin  without  taking  the  Oaths  of  Ab- 
juration and  Supremacy,  previous  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Popery  Code  :  but  by  the  act  of  the  Irifh  Parliament 
in  1 793  in  favour  of  Romanifts,  they  are  rendered  ca- 
pable of  taking  degrees  in  that  Univerfity. 

Romim  fchoolmafters  were  by  the  Popery  Code  pro- 
hibited to  teach.  No  prohibition,  at  the  time  it  was 
enacted,  could  be  more  reafonable :  they  inculcated  the 
rudiments  of  fedition  and  treafon  with  the  utmoft  care 
in  their  fcholars ;  and  when  proper  fchools  were  open 
for  the  inftruction  of  Romanifts,  it  was  a  wife  and  juft 
provifion  of  the  State  to  prevent  their  refort  to  places  where 
they  were  early  initiated  in  all  the  principles  of  difaf- 
fection  to  the  Government.  It  appeared  in  the  laft  Re- 
bellion, that  the  Romim  fchoolmafters  were  the  mofr 
zealous,  active,  and  bufy  propagators  of  all  the  doctrines 
of  treafon  in  the  country.  The  propriety  of  the  education 
of*Irifh  Romanifts  in  France  and  Spain,  after  their  va~ 
rious  rebellions  in  confederacy  with  thefe  powers,  needs 
no  argument  to  fupport  it. 

This  Author's  next  complaint  againft  the  Popery  Code 
is>  *  that  it  cramped  the  induftry  of  the  people,  and 

*  armed  the   brother  againft  the  brother,  and  rewarded 

*  the  fon  for  betraying  the  father,  rendered  property  in- 

*  fecure,  prevented  the  cultivation  of  land>  the  interior 

*  confidence  of  families,  and  the  extenfion  of  trade.' 

K  Romanift* 


Romanifts  by  that  Code  were  forbidden  to  take  a  leafe 
of  land  for  a  longer  term  than  thirty-one  years.  Againft 
that  claufe  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  accufation  of 
cramping  the  induftry  of  the  people  is  levelled.  It  is 
admitted  that  a  larger  proportion  of  Rounanifts  is  to  be 
found  among  the  Irifh  peafantry,  than  among  the  other 
clafles  of  inhabitants ;  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  this 
author,  by  the  word  People,  means  Romanifts  exclu- 
fively  ;  for  throughout  his  pamphlet,  like  other  writers 
of  his  kidney,  he  infmtiates  that  the  Irifh  Proteftants  are 
fo  infignificant  in  number,  that  they  are  not  worthy  of 
being  noticed  as  a  part  of  the  people.  It  is  difficult  to 
prove,  though  eafy  to  aflerr,  that  a  clafs  of  the  farmers 
of  a  nation,  the  cultivators  of  the  foil,  are  cramped  in 
their  induftry,  and  their  cultivation  obftrufted,  by  their 
difability  to  acquire  more  durable  interefts  in  their  farms, 
than  leafes  for  thirty-one  years  give  them  ;  and  that  fuch 
difability  in  one  clafs  of  farmers  cramps  the  induftry  of 
the  whole  body.  The  farmers  in  many  parts  of  Eng- 
land., the  moft  fkilful  in  their  profeflion  of  any  in  the 
world,  the  moft  induftrious  and  thriving^  have  no  leafes 
of  their  farms,  but  are  yearly  tenants  :  in  moft  parts  of 
England  long  leafes  of  farms  are  unufual,  in  fome  parts 
unknown  :  a  feven  years  leafe  of  a  farm  isconfidered  a  fuf- 
ficient  tenure,  yet  the  farmers  are  remarkable  for  their  ex- 
cellent cultivation  of  the  land,  and  the  moft  adive  induftry. 
It  is  therefore  proved  by  experience,  that  difability  in 
farmers  to  acquire  long  tenures  of  their  farms  is  no  im- 
pediment to  national  induftry.  The  law  in  particular 
complained  of,  never  operated  againft  the  induftry  of  the 
Romifli  farmers,  but  it  operated  againft  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  permanent  landed  eftates  by  fuch  Irifh  Romanifts 
as  bad  acquired  large  perfonal  property,  becaufe  all  laws 
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againft  fuch  acquifition  may  be  eafily  evaded  by  long, 
leafes.  Such  was  the  intention  of  the  Legiflature,  and 
it  a£ted  wifely,  and  for  the  benefit  and  fecurity  of  the 
State  (as  is  already  fhownj,  in  ena&ing  the  claufe  com*, 
plained  of :  Romanifts  were  not  reftrained  from  exert- 
ing their  induftry,  and  acquiring  large  perfonal  eftates ; 
but  they  were  prohibited  to  expend  their  money  in  the 
purehafe  of  lands,  becaufe  the  fafety  of  the  State  re- 
quired fuch  prohibition  :  and  induftry  may  be,  and  is» 
exerted  as  ftrenuoufly  in  the  acquifition  of  perfonal,  as 
of  real  property  ;  of  which  the  Bririfti  nation  is  a 
fhining  example.  The  fophiftry  of  the  aflertion,  that 
the  induftry  of  a  whole  nation  was  cramped,  becaufe 
a  prohibition  of  the  acquifition  of  permanent  landed 
eftates  by  a  part*  and  that  the  pooreft  part  of  it,-  exiftedj 
'  even  admitting  a  cramping  quality  in  the  prohibition,  is 
too  glaring  and  contemptible  to  require  further  notice. 

The  next  accufatiort  of  this  Author  againft  the  Popery 
Code  is,  that  it  rewarded  the  fort  for  betraying  the  father, 
and  armed  the  brother  againft  the  brother.  The  part  of 
the  Code  againft  which  this  accufation  is  levelled,  is  that 
which  enads,  that  the  conformity  to  the  Proteftant  Re- 
ligion of  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  Romanift,  feifed  in  fee  of 
a  landed  eftate,  {hall  render  his  father  tenant  for  life^ 
and  veft  the  remainder  in  fee  in  the  fon,  fubjeft  how- 
ever to  the  payment  of  real  incumbrances*  thejuft  debts 
of  the  father,  and  of  reafonable  portions  to  the  youngef 
children,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Chancellor :  and  the 
father  was  compellable  to  make  fome  reafonable  allow- 
ance for  the  fupport  of  the  conforming  child.  And  alfb 
that  pajt  of  the  Code  which  enacted,  that  the  landed 
•ftate  of  a  Romanift  ibould  be  gavelable  among  all  his 
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fons,  in  cafe  the  eldeft  did  not  conform  to  the  Proteft- 
ant  Religion  withia  a  year  and  a  day  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  if  then  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  oc 
if  not,  within  a  year  and  a  day  after  he  had  attained  that 
age. 

As  to  the  firft  claufe,  it  is  conformable  to  the  rules 
of  juftice,  of  right  reafon,  and  of  nature.  The  father 
is  bouad  by  the  Jaw  of  nature  to  fupport  and  provide  for 
his  children,  and  by  the  common  law  of  the  land,  the 
cldeft  fon  is  entitled  to  fucceed  his  father  in  his  landed 
eftate,  in  cafe  the  father  makes  no  difpofition  of  it  in 
his  lifetime,  by  conveyance  or  will.  It  is  notorious  that 
every  Romifli  father  would,  on  the  conformity  of  his  elded 
fon  to  the  ProteRant  Religion  (which  he  would  cond- 
der  as  apoftacy),  not  only  withdraw  all  fupport  from 
him  4uring  his  own  life,  but  difinherit  him  :  the  fear 
of  which  would  be  an  effectual  bar  to  his  conformity, 
be  he  ever  fo  well  inclined  to  it.  This  Code,  therefore, 
In  cafe  of  the  fon's  conformity,  required  the  father  to  da 
no  more  than  what  the  law  of  nature  and  the  common 
law  of  the  land  required  him  to  do  ;  and  reft  rained  him 
only  from  tranfgreffing  both,  from  the  impulfe  of  a  blind 
bigotry.  The  payment  of  his  juft  debts,  and  the  pro- 
vifion  of  his  other  children,  were  fecured,  with  the  en- 
joyment of  his  eftate  during  his  life.  How  unjuft  then  is 
the  cenfure  of  this  author  on  this  claufe  of  the  Popery 
Code,  that  it  rewarded  the  fon  for  betraying  the  father ! 

In  refpecl  to  the  gavelRng  claufe,  on  the  ntfn  -confor- 
mity of  the  eldeft  fon,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  di- 
vifion  of  the  landed  eftates  of  a  deceafed  father  tfmong 
his  fens. in  equal  portions,  is  fo  far  from  being  counted  2 

•  5  hardfhip 


(    '33    ) 

hardship  in  many  nations  of  Europe,  that  it  is  the  laifr 
in  many  of  them  at  this  day.  It  is  now  the  common 
law  of  the  county  of  Kent :  it  was  the  law  of  our  Saxon 
anceftors.  The  laws  of  male  Primogeniture,  as  they  are 
at  this  day,  in  refpecl  to  the  defcent  of  real  eftates,  werfc 
introduced  by  the  feudal  fyftem  imported  with  William 
the  Conqueror.  The  men  of  Kent  infifted  on  reten- 
tion of  their  old  gavel  law,  and  he  conceded  it  to  them, 
(See  Blackftone's  Commentaries,  vol.  ii.  page  84.  vol.  iv. 
page  406,  o6tavo  edition.)  The  law  of  defcent  of 
landed  eftates  to  the  eldeft,  in  exclufion  of  the  other 
children,  does  not  take  place  in  refpecl  to  daughters; 
fuch  eftates  defcend  to  daughters  in  gavelkind.  Many 
writers  on  civil  polity,  of  great  eminence,  maintain  the 
opinion,  that  the  law  of  Gavelkind  is  more  advantageous 
to  the  State,  than  that  of  Primogeniture :  and  it  is 
agreed  by  all,  that  the  accumulation  of  great  landed 
eftates  in  one  family,  to  be  inherited  by  one  perfon,  an 
effect  of  the  law  of  Primogeniture,  is  dangerous  in  a 
State,  whether  monarchical,  republican,  or  mixt.  It 
became  neceffary,  for  the  reafon  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, to  diminifh  the  intereft  of  Irifh  Romanics,  de- 
rived from  their  enjoyment  of  large  landed  eftates ;  and 
this  law  was  defigned  to  effect  that  purpofe,  with  the 
leaft  poffible  difadvantage  to  individuals,  and  without 
having  recourfe  to  any  nieafure,  which  could  be  deemed 
by  reafonable  men  either  harfh  or  unjuft  ;  it  was  wifely 
calculated  to  anfwer  all  thefe  ends.  If  therefore  it  has 
the  effecl:  of  arming  brother  againft  brother  among  Irilh 
Rotnanifts,  it  muft  be  admitted  that  they  are  very  prone 
.to  family  hoftility  ;  and  to  fuch  propenfity,  and  not -to 
the  law,  is  fuch  hoftility  to  be  attributed  :  for  the  law 
is  in  itfelf  fair  and  equal,  and  its  juftice  vouched  for 
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by  the  ufage  of  feveral  European  nations,  and  a  part  of 
oujr  own. 

The  next  complaint  of  this  Author  againft  the  Popery 
Code  is,  that  it  rendered  property  infecure.  What  part  of 
it  is  alluded  to,  as  rendering  property  infecure,  it  is  hard 
to  guefs  :  perhaps  it  is  that  part  of  the  Code,  which 
enacts,  that  if  a  Romanift  (hall  acquire  by  purchafe  an 
eftate  in  lands,  contrary  to  its  prohibitions,  fuch  eftate 
(hall  become  forfeitable  to  the  firft  Proteftant,  who  (hall 
difcover  it,  and  file  a  bill  for  the  recovery  of  it.  Laws 
which,  by  the  wifdum  of  their  provifions,  tend  to  enfure 
the  execution  of  them,  are  juftly  efteemed  the  moft  effec- 
tual, for  the  correction  of  thofe  evils  which  they  are  enacted 
to  reprefs  :  of  fuch  nature  was  this  claufe  of  the  Popery 
Code.  The  State,  for  the  reafons  already  mentioned, 
deemed  it  expedient  to  prohibit  the  acquifition  of  landed 
eftates  by  Romanifts  ;  if  therefore  Romanifts  attempted 
to  elude  or  defeat  the  effect  of  thefe  laws,  and  expended 
their  money  in  the  purchafe  of  landed  eftates,  knowing 
the  prohibition  and  the  penalty,  they  had  no  ground  to. 
complain  that  their  property  was  infecure,  becaufe  fuch, 
eftates  became  forfeited  to  the  firft  Proteftant  difcoverer: 
the  forfeiture  was  the  confequence  of  their;  own  tranf- 
greflions  of  the  law,  and  their  attempts  to  evade  it :  the 
landed  eftates  fo  purchafed  by  them  never  were  their 
lawful  property  ;  and  if  they  rifked  their  property  on  fuch 
unlawful  {peculations,  they  themfelves,  and  not  the  law^ 
were  the  caufe  of  its  infecurity. 

This  Author  next  ftates,  that  the  Popery  Code  prevented  the 

txtenfion  of  trade,  and  employment  of  the  talents  and  genius  of 

three  fourths  of  the  people  in  civil  and  military  affairs.     This 
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Code  muft  have  rather  tended  to  extend  trade,  than  to 
confine  it :  becaufe  it  prevented  whatever  Romifh  ca- 
pital there  was  in  the  kingdom  from  being  diverted  to 
the  purchafe'of  lands,  and  being  thereby  withdrawn  from 
trade.  And  as  to  the  talents  and  genius  of  two  thirds, 
and  not  of  three  fourths  of  the  people  of  Ireland  (the 
rnoft  indigent  and  uninformed  clafs  of  fociety),  being  ex- 
cluded from  all  interference  with  the  civil  or  military 
concerns  of  the  Britilh  Empire, — the  brave,  enlightened 
Proteftant  fubje&s  of  that  empire,  out-numbering  them 
in  the  proportion  of  fix  to  one,  wanted  no  afliftance  from 
them.  Thefe  two  thirds  of  the  Jrifn  population,  and 
their  anceftors,  had  for  ages  exerted  their  talents,  civil 
and  military,  fuch  as  they  were,  for  the  fubverfion  of 
the  Proteftant  eftabliihment  in  Church  and  State  ;  and 
it  was  found  policy  to  reject  all  hollow  alliance  of  talent 
of  fuch  Subjects,  for  the  conduit  of  the  national  ener- 
gies either  in  peace  or  war.  The  Britifh  Empire  was, 
and  is  fupported,  non  tali  auxilio,  nee  defenforlbus  Iftis  / 

All  this  Author's  complaints  againft  the  Irifh  Popery 
Code,  and  his  monftrous  exaggerations  and  falfehoods 
refpe&ing  its  provifions  and  effects,  have  been  now  fully 
canvaiTed  and  expofed.  And  as  this  Code,  in  all  the 
parts  complained  of,  and  acrimonioufly  mifreprefented 
by  him,  with  the  view  of  inflaming  the  Irifh  Romanifts 
to  another  Rebellion,  is  now  repealed,  his  performance 
would  not  have  been  fo  much  noticed,  had  not  feveral 
pamphlets  publilhed  in  England  as  the  fubftance  of 
Speeches  reflecting  the  Union,,  fpoken  in  the  Britifli 
Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons,  by  the  mod  powerful 
Noblemen  and  Commoners  in  England,  contained  paf- 
fages  expreflive  of  the  opinions  of  the  fpeakers,  that  Irim 
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Romanics  have  been  cruelly  oppreflfed  by  their  Proteftant 
fellow-fubje£ls,  without  any  juft  reafon  to  warrant  fuch 
fuppofed  oppreflions  :  and  that  the  numbers  and  ftrength 
of  Irifh  Romanifts  were  fo  great,   when  compared  with 
thofe  of  Jrifh  Proteftants,  that  it  is  neceflfary  to  purchafe 
their  confent  to  an   Union,  at  the  price  of  the  facrifice 
of  the  Proteftant  eftabliftiment  in   Ireland.     As  I  have 
taken  up  my  pen,  chiefly  for  the  purpofe  of  difabufmg 
fuch  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  and  giving  them  true 
information   of  the   real  flate   of  Ireland,    with   which 
fome  of  them  of  the  greateft  rank  feem  not  only  unac- 
quainted, but,  what  is  worfe,  feem  to  have  very  falfe  im- 
preflions  made  upon  them  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Irifh 
Proteftants,    I  thought   I   could   not  omit   refuting  the 
fhamelefs  flanders  of  this  writer,  on  the  laws  and  go. 
vernment  of  Ireland   for   this    century   paft.     Such  re- 
futation is  alfo  conformable  to  my  general  plan,  which  is 
to  'expofe,  confute,  and  overthrow  the  fyftem  of  Burkifm 
refpecting   Ireland;    which,  as   thefe    Speeches  too  evi- 
dently prove,  has  made  no  inconfiderable  progrefs  among 
the  Minifters  of  the  Britifh  Empire ;  and  which  has  its 
foundation    deeply    laid   in    bigotry,    mifreprefentation, 
falfehood,  and  deceit :  to  the  operations  of  which  fyftem 
in,  Ireland,  directed  by  the  Minifters  fent  thither  from 
England,  from  time  to  time,  for  thefe  twenty  years  pan% 
are  juftly  to  be  attributed  the  calamities  which  have  fo 
lately  afflicted  it ;  and  the  difTent  of  a  confiderable  body 
of  Irifh  Proteftants,  from  an  Incorporating  Union  with 
Great  Britain,  from  a  fufpicion  (ill-founded,  as  I  hope 
and  believe,  yet  not  altogether  groundlefs),   that  fome 
dangerous  invaflon  of   the  Conftitution  of    the   Empire 
js,  at  leaft,  meditated,  under  the  fhadow  and  protection 
of  that  moft  falutary  meafure. 
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I  fhall  take  my  leave  of  this  Author,  by  a  fliort  comment 
on  the  following  paragraph  contained  in  page  16  of  his 
pamphlet :  '  In  Ireland,  the  Religion  of  the  people  is  not 

*  permitted  to  be  the  Religion  of  the  country  :  it  isfearcefy 

*  tolerated:  the  Religion  of  a  fmall  minority  (a  political 

*  phenomenon)  is  the  eftablifhed  Religion  of  the  State/ 
This  Author  has  a  rare  talent  at  condenfing  a  variety  of 
falfehoods  into  one  fhort  pafTage.    Popery  enjoys  tl.    '.  moji 
complete  toleration.     The  Religion  of  one  third  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Ireland  in  number,  of  forty  to  one  in  pro- 
perty, is  the  eftablifhed  Religion  of  the  State,  in  Ireland  ; 
it  is  alfo  the  Religion  of  fix  to  one  in  number,  and  of  one 
hundred  to  one  in  property,  of  the  population  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Empire  in  Europe,  of  which  Ireland  is  a  limb  :  //  is 
therefore  the  Religion  of  an  infinite  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
gf  the  Empire  reckoned  both  by  numbers  and  property.   I  have 
/quoted  this  laft  paflage,  juft  to  (how  the  audacity  of  the 
writer,  and  the  eafe  and  confidence  with  which  he  ad- 
vances the  moft  impudent  falfehoods,  and  fupports  them 
•with  ihe  moft  pitiful  fophiftry. 

It  has  been  alledged,  that  Ireland  has  manifeftly  im- 
proved in  trade  and  cultivation  fince  the  repeal  ef  the 
Popery  Code,  and  that  fuch  improvement  is  the  effect  of 
that  repeal.  The  improvement  of  Ireland  from  the  year  1 780 
to  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Rebellion  is  admitted  ;  but  it 
fs  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  repeal  of  the  Popery  Code, 
but  to  the  free  trade  about  that  time  conceded  to  Ireland 
by  Great  Britain,  and  the  abolition  of  thofe  commercial  re^ 
gulations,  with  which  (he  had  before  that  period  fhackled 
Ireland  ;  and  part  of  the  improvement  is  to  be  laid  to  the 
of  the  ruin  of  the  trade  of  France  and  Holland, 

and 


and  the  rapid  increafe  of  that  of  the  Britim  Empire  in  ge- 
neral, within  that  period. 

Strictures        I  ^ear  I  nave  wafted  too  much  paper  and  ink  in  ex- 
€hletPUnti    P°^in§  ^is  Writer,  his  faliehoods,  mifreprefentations,  ig- 
tled,  'Con-  norance,  and  fophiftry  ;  but  I  have  already  given  ray  rea- 
onthcState^on  ^or  ^°  doing,  anc^  tn6  ^ame  reafon  is  my  excufe  to  the 
Affeirfin    Pukl*e  *°r  takifig  notiee  °f  the  pamphlet  entitled,  <  Conji- 
the  Year     <  derations  upon  the  State  of  Public  Affairs  in  the  Tear  1799- 
land/   '     *  Ireland.'  After  reading  this  publication,  it  appeared  to 
me  fo  very  falfe,  abufive,  abfurd,  and  contemptible,  that 
J  at  firft  thought  it  degrading  to  any  reafonable  perfon,  to 
jfoffer  it  to  occupy  any  part  of  his  attention  ;  my  feeling 
was  pretty  much  the  fame  with  that  of  Quin  the  player, 
when  a  celebrated  aclrefs  once  gave  him  a  pluck  by  the 
wig  in  the  Green-room  :  '•  Madam,5  faid  he,  turning  tQ 
her,  '  I  would  fpit  in  your  face,  only  that  w.ould  be  tak- 
4  ing  notice  of  you.'     However,  on  further  reflection, 
and  on  finding  by  the  Speeches  already  mentioned,  that 
Burkifrrf  had  made  a  great  .progrefs  among  Britidi  Statef* 
men,  I  began  to  perceive,  that  lies,  the  moft  monftrous 
that  ever  were  invented  refpeding  the  State  and  Govern- 
ment of  Iceland,  and  its  Proteftant  inhabitants,  had  gained 
credit  in  England,  with  men  who  had  power  to  do  infinite 
mifcnief  if  they  were  not  undeceived,    I  therefore  thought 
it  prudent  to  wafte  a  little  more  paper  and  ink,  even  on 
this  infill u  js,    malevolent,  anonymous  flanderer-     But 
my  Strictures  on  his  libel  fhall  be  very  (hort,  becaufe,  in 
my  Obfervations  on  the  preceding  Author,  the  reader  will- 
find  all  the  pofitions  of  the  Author  of  <  Confederations,  f$c* 
fully  refuted. 

This 
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This  Writer  introduces  himfelf  to  the  public  tinder  the 
mafkof  a  violent  partifan  of  the  meafure  of  an  Incorpo- 
rating Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  :  but  he  wears 
a  very  thin  mafk  ;  for  through  it  may  be  very  diftin&ly 
feen  the  envenomed,  enthufiaftic  Infix  friar,  juft  dif- 
charged  on  the  nation  from  the  mortar  of  a  Spanifh  mo- 
naftery :  all  the  acrimony,  all  the  falfehood,  all  the  ig- 
norance, all  the  bigotry,  all  the  fury,  in  (hort,  all  the  com- 
buftibles  of  fo  noifome  a  compofition !  He  purfues  the 
following  line  of  attack,  fupported  by  explofions  of  bombs, 
carcafles,  and  ftink-pots,  on  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland. 

He  gives  the  titles  of  Englilh  Colonifts,  Planters,  and 
Settjers,  to  the  Irifli  Proteftants  ;  and  that  of  Natives  to 
the  I  rim  Romanifts  ;  and  throughout  aflferts,  that  the 
Proteftants  are  a  Britifh  colony,  and  a  handful  only  when 
compared  with  the  natives.  He  ftates,  c  that  the  Irifh 
'  Parliament  is  only  the  reprefentative  of  this  handful 

*  of  colonifts,  and  not  the  reprefentative  of  the  natives, 
^  or  of  any  part  of  them  ;'  and  ftyles  it  throughout,  in  de- 
fifion,  '  the  Parliament  of  Dublin?  He  ftates,  that  <  there 

*  are  in  this  Parliament  of  Dublin  (meaning  the  Houfe  of 

*  Commons)  one  hundred  and  fixteen  placemen,  out  of 

<  three  hundred  of  which  it  confifts  ;  and  that  all  its  pro- 

*  ceedings  are  the  effe&s  of  fear  and  corruption  :  that  It 

*  is  eletledby  Engliflmien,  and  composed  of  Englishmen  >  to  the 

*  exclufion  of  the  ancient  occupants  of  the  foil?  (See  page  41.) 
He  calls  all  Irifli  Proteftants  « the  Grantees  of  Cromwell 
« -and  William  the  Third,  the  children  of  their  foldiers, 

*  and  the  heirs  of  their  rapacity.'    He  accufes  thefe  two 
perfonages,   whom  he  infolently  ranks  .together,    '  with 

<  the  greateft  violence  and  exceffes,  and  with  the  ex- 

<  actions  of  the  moil  grievous  conhfcations  and  forfeitures 

*•  from 
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«  from  (lie  natives*'  (See  page  24.)     He  ftates 'the  Pro- 
Tenants  of  Ireland   to  be    *  the  mod  wretched,  ill-go- 

*  verned,  and  dependent  colony  on  the  face  of  the  globe/ 
(See  page  14.)     He  defer  ibes  the  Government  of  Ireland 

*  as   a  perpetual  military  government,   the   Iriih    Fro« 

*  teftants,  as  having  a  trembling  dependance  upon  the 

*  Crown  of  England  for  a  daily  and  precarious  exiftencc/ 
(See  page  5.)     He  thus  paints   the  lunation    and   fenti- 
ment  of  the  Irifh  Proteftants  and  Romanifts  with  rcfpe£t 
to  each  other,  when  obferving  on  the  effects  of  the  Britifh 
Act  of  renunciation  of  the  power  of  legislating  for  Ire- 
land in  the  year  1782:    'They  (the  Roma-nifts)  knew 

*  that  the  reprefentatives  of  a  Proteftant  colony  would 

*  not,  and  could  not.  dare  to  truft  the  immenfe  majority  of 

*  their  nation  with  an  equality  of  political  rights  and  cor*- 

*  dition ;  they  faw  that  what  they  looked  for,  from  the  power 

*  and  magnanimity  of  Britain,  became  hopelefs  from  trie 

*  hands  of  Jettlers,  whofe  wcaknefs  made  them  jealous  and 
<  afraid.    They  were  too  confcious  of  their  ownjiretrgtb} 

*  too  fond  of  their  title 9  to  defire  or  expect  that  they 
'  mould  be  ever  trufted  by  an  ufurper  (the  Proteftant  Go- 
'  v-ernment),  whofe  force  they  defpifcd,  and  whofe  right 

*  they  tnfputed :    they    felt   themfel'ves    abandoned   ati(^ 

*  turned  over  to  the  generofity  of  a  handful  of  proprietors^ 
'  who  were  too  powcrlefs  and  too  timid  to  be  merciful  : 

*  and  if  the  independent  Parliament  had  been  compelled  t6 
(  make   the  concellion,   they  would  have  been  too  fen- 
4  fit>le  of  the  caufe  from  which  it  fprung,  would  have 

*  called  it  fear,  and  not  liberality,   and  they  would  have 
1  feized  the  proffered  boon,  not  as  fatisfa&ion  and  con- 

*  tent,  but  as  a  Jlep  in  the  ladder  of  their  ambition,  and  tin 

*  advanced  psft  in  the  march  of  revenged  (See  pages  51,  51.}' 


tn  the  very  middle  of  this  torrent  of  abufe-on  th-e  Pro- 
teilants  and  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and  panegyric  on  the 
Romanics  ;  this  difplay  of  the  ufurpatioe,  weaknefs,  aad 
timidity  of  the  Proteftants  ;  arid  of  the  ftrength  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  Romanics,  and  juftice  of  their  claims  «f 
power,  dominion,  and  exciufive  poffeffiora  of  the- kingdom, 
is  to  be  met  the  following  curious  fentence,  which  I  in- 
fest as  a  fpecimefi  of  the  Author's  rnodefty  and  confiftency: 
•*  I  draw  fi  vell&ver  every  thing  thai  can  difguft  or  inflamed 
He  then  proceeds  thus  further  to  draw  his  veil :  G  Though  I 

*  have  h£&rd  the  offer  of  Union  condemned,  and  the  fabjatlan 

*  if  &  few  nffcriid  to  depend  upon  the  -extirpation  of.  the  ma~ 

*  jsr'tfy  ;  that  the  Catholics  muft  be  extinguijhed,  and  put  outs 

*  that  mt  afmgk  RohUla  of  them  all  can  be  left  with  impu- 
*mltys  though  I  have  beard  fu.ch  fanguinary  do £lr me s  pollute 
6.  the  waiJ£  of  a.  Houfe  of  Parliament  ?  (See  pages  63.,  64.) 

,  This  Aethor  then  takes  care  todiftinguifh  the  United 
Iriiiimen,  wliofe  barbarities  were, too  notorious  to  be 
deaiedj  or  openly  palliated,  from  the  Irifh  Romanifts  ; 
and  to  lay  to  the  charge  of  the  United  Irifh  men,  as  dif- 
tin$;  from  the  Romanics,  the  gyilt  of  the  -late  Rebellion  j 
but  even  here  he  cannot  forbear  falling  furioufly  on  the- 
Proteftants  of  Ireland  for  their  refiftance  to  this  Rebellion,, 
a,nd  their  audacity  in  prefuming  to  defend  their  lives  and 
properties  from  the  Roinifh  Rebels,  and  in  attempting  to 
punifh  them  for  the  crimes  they  had  committed.  The 
late  Maffacre  and  Rebellion >  with  all  due  tendernefs  ior 
the  Romifh  infurgents,  he  calls  a  Civil  ffiar.  (  I  confefs,"* 
fays  he,  «  I  fear  there  are  among  our  fettlers  in  Ireland 
'  fome  unrelenting  minds,  who  expert  and  prefer  another 
*.conclufion  of  the  conteft,  and  _very  different  from  ours^ 

*  the  horrible  principle  which  has  been  difckjed  even  In  Eng- 
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*  land  (alluding  to  the  Rohilla  principle)  induces  me  V 

*  ftrongly  to  apprehend,  that  there  is  no  obftacle  in  a  part 

*  of  the  Colony  more  hoftile  and  formidable  to  the  pro- 

*  je&ed  Union  j  than  the  hope  to  be  enabled,  by  the  arms 

*  and  treafiire  of  the  mother-country,  to  obtain  fuch  de- 

*  cided  and  definitive  fuceefs  in  the  Civil  War,  as  to  en- 

*  able  their  independent  Parliament  to  attaint  and  confif- 
'  cate  the  remaining  part  of  the  property  of  Ireland,  not 
c  a&ually  in  the  occupation  of  that  Colony/    Then,  after 
exprefling  his  hope,  that  His  Majefty  will  never  give  the 
Royal  aflTent  to  bills  for  the  attainder  of  the  I  rim  Rebels, 
or  confifcation  of  their  property*  and  confequently  that,  if 
vanquifhed*  they  will  efcape  all  punifhment ;  he  proceeds 
thus  further  to  cover  with  his  veil,  every  thing  that  can 
difguft  I  rim  Proteftants,  or  inflame  Irifh  Romanics  :  c  If 

*  the  only  obftacle  to  Union  in  the  bofom  of  our  Colony, 

*  is  this  criminal  and  flagitious  hope,  of  deriving  from  our 

*  victories  an  unjuft  and  miferable  fuceefs  of  flavery  and 

*  plunder  ;  I  am  fearful  that  it   is  impoflible  to  affignj 

*  after  every  allowance  for  paflion  and  for  prejudice,  a 

*  better  or  more  pardonable  plea,  for  the  refufal  or  the 

*  {Hence  of  the  Catholic.     Revenge  and  the  hope  of  prey 

*  are  his  undifguifed  motives,  and  he  is  only  fo  far  lefs  ab- 

*  furd,  or  lefs  guilty  than  the  colonift  I  have  defcribed,  as 
6  be  believes  himfelf  fo  have  a  right,  according  to  the  doffrines 

*  of  Impreftriptibility,  to  poffffs  the  lands  which  no  time,  no 
'  length  of  pofjejjion  can  alienate,  no   acquiefcence  transfer* 
(Seepages  from  65  to  69.) 

Under  pretence  of  condemning  the  infidelity  of  the 
French  Republicans,  he  introduces  a  panegyric  on  the 
Irifh  Romiih  Bifhops  »  deicribing  them,  as  men  of  learn- 
ing, 
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itigt  humanity,  and  piety  (page  71)  :  and  under  pretcftc* 
of  reconciling  I  rim  Romaniftstothemeafureof  an  Uniofi, 
he  takes  an  occafion  of  paffing  the  higheft  encomiums  on 
the  whole  party  ;  not  forgetting,  by  way  of  praifing  their 
patience  and  forbearance,  to  ftate,  *  that  they  have  been 

*  molt  grievoufly  opprefled  by  the  Colony  ;  that  their  ap- 

*  petite  for  revenge,  and  their  exertions  in  the  purfuit  of  it 
4  (that  is,  their  Rebellions),  were  juftifiable  ;'  but  then  he 
meekly  exhorts  them  to  facrifice  their  revenge,  '  becaufe  it 

*  \salmoftfatiated  in  feas  of  Civil  blood :  that  a  great  change 

*  is  propounded  to  them,  and  they  are  called  to  the  rights 

*  of  citizenfhip  by  the  projected  Union  ;'  and  pioujly  aiks 
the  clerical  I  rifh  Romanift,     '  will  he  defer  to  unfurl  the 

*  f acred  banner,  and  to  call  back  the  deluded  Rebel  from 
(  the  colours  of  Infidelity?'  that  is,  from  his  alliance  with 
France,  c  which  nation,'  he  fays,  '  knows  the  cruel  power 

*  of  artifice  and  defign  upon  the  devout  and  agitated  bofont 
'*  of  poor  and  honeft  ignorance,  facrifcing  all  things,  fuffering 

*  all  things,  and  daring  all  things,  in  the  caufe  fuppofed  of 

*  Religion.'  (See  from  page  72  to  76.)     The  author  then 
ftates,  '  that  England  cannot  fupport  her  Colony  in  its 
<  prefent  ftate  ;  that  it  were  better  for  England,  that  her 

*  Colony  and  the  whole  ifland  of  Ireland  were  precipitated 
'  to  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  or  blotted  from  the  map,  and 
(  expunged  from  the  lift  of  nations,  than  that  me  fhould 

*  remain  a  diverfion  of  her  power  and  force,  an  arfenal  of 

*  attack  and  injury,  and  a  devouring  gulf  of  her  blood 

*  and  refources  in  the  prefent  war.'  (See  page  79.)     He 
then  aflerts,  *  that  there  are  three  millions  of  wretched  na~ 
6  fives,  whom  the  Irifh  Proteftant  cannot  opprefs  but  by 

*  the  arms  of  England,  nor  deliver  but  with  his  own 

*  ruin.'  (See  page  84.)  6  That  the  natives  have  been  always 

*  opprefled 
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*  opprefled  by  the  Colony,  and  that  they  have  no  hopes  of 
'  reprieve  and  fafety,  but  in  the  grant  of  Complete  Email* 

*  cipatlon:  that  the  Proteftant  Government  of  Ireland  is 

*  vefted  in  a  reprefentadve  body,  the  majority  of  which 
*•  are  placemen  and  afpirants  of  the  Law,  and  in  a  factious 

*  ariftocracy  which   outweighs   even   corruption/    (See 
pages  88j,  89.)     c  That  the  natives  or  Catholics*  (for  he 
fbmetimes  calls  the   Irifh  Romanifts  by  the  one  name^ 
fometimes  by  the  other ;  but  the  Proteftants  invariably 
Colonifls,  Planters,  arid  Settlers)   c  cannot  expect  eman- 

*  cipation  from  the  Parliament  of  Dublin.    Will  a  handful 
'  of  men  emancipate  a  multitude?  Will  an  armed  regi- 

*  ment  liberate  a  difarmed  hoft  ?   It  is  a  myftery  not  very 

*  profound,  that  Fear  is  a  coward,  that  Weaknefs  cannot 
f  confide,  and  that  Injury  never  pardons/ — '  The  Par- 

*  liament  of  Ireland'  (here  the  Author  nodded,  he  meant 
the  Parliament  of  Dublin),  '  dares  not  fet  him  (the  Ca- 

*  tholic)  free.     It  is  the  Imperial  Parliament,  it  is  the 
c  power,  greatnefs,  and  fuperiority  of  England  which  alone 

*  can  break  his  chains,  or  contain  him  in  the  firfl  tranf- 

*  ports  of  Liberty.     Will  the  native  refufe  the  boon  (the 
*•  Union)  at  the  end  ofjlx  centuries  of  calamity,  offruitlefs 

*  flruggl€S9  and  tenacious  oppreffion  ?'  (See  page  91.)   Then 
(till  under  the  pretence  of  recommending  the  Union,  he 
proceeds  to  throw  the  covering  of  his  veil  over  every 
thing  that  can  difgufl  or  inflame,  by  the  following  in- 
vective on  the  Colony  :  '  The  Union  is  neceflary,  becaufe 

*  the  alternative  that  remains,  is  fuch  as  nature  fickens 
'  at5  as  humanity  rejects,  as  inftincl;  flies  from,  becaufe 
f  it  is  rebellion  and  military  government,  becaufe  it  is 

*  imprifonment,  torture,   and  fudden  execution  :  becaufe 

*  it  is  armed  profecutors  and  juries  of  foldiers,  with  their 

*  Serjeants  learned  in  the  Law :  (witty  rogue  !)  becaufe  it 

<  is 


*  is  the  curfew  and  the  paflport  bill;  becaufe  it  is  in* 

*  vafion,  maflacre,  rape,  and  pillage,  and  conflagration  j 

*  becaufe  it  is  the  wretchedeft  and  moft  degrading  condi- 

*  tion  of  humanity,  the  moft  difgufting  feries  of  mifery 
c  and  guilt,  the  blackeft  and  moft  lengthened  fcene  and 

*  proceffion  of  crimes  and  fufferings,  that  ever  humbled 

*  or  afflicted  man.'  (See  pages  93,  94.) 

He  then  proceeds  to  ftate  a  dilemma  to  the  Irifh  Pro- 
teftant :  you  mnft  either  agree  to  an  Union,  or  grant  Emanci- 
Ration  to  the  Romanics  ;  ami  mows  that  the  laft  horn  will 
gore  him  to  death,  the  firft  only  ilightly  wound  him  :  '  if,* 
fays  he,  *  you  determine  on  the  laft  meafure,  you  receive 

*  a  Catholic  Parliament,  you  are  ruined  if  the  doors  of 

*  Parliament  are  opened  to  a  Catholic  majority,  if  you 

*  divide  your  power  whh  three  millions  of  malcontents.*, 
(See  pages  94,  95.)  Admitting  here,  that  though  the  Ro- 
manifts  mail  in  his  fenfe  be  emancipated,  yet  they  will 
remain  malcontents  ;  and  that  if  they  are  admitted  into 
Parliament,  they  will  foon  form  the  majority  * 

His  laft  argument  to  induce  Irim  Romanifts  to  agree 
to  an  Union  is,  that  they  will  be  admitted  to  feats  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament  ;  that  is,  as  he  expreffes  it,  they  will 
be  completely  emancipated. 

1  have  now  laboured  through  this  moft  difgufting  peT- 
formance>  and  laid  before  the  reader  an  epitome  of  the 
doctrines  contained  in  it  in  the  language  of  the  author. 
I  now  proceed  to  make  a  few  fhort  remarks  on  it,  juft  to 
point  out  to  the  Britiih  reader  its  falfehoods  and  abfurdity  : 
to  mow  that  the  whole  tenour  of  it  militates  againft  its 
pretended  purpofe ;  and  that  the  Author  himfelf  meant  it  as 

L  a  jufti- 


a  juftification  of  the  recent  and  all  former  Rebellions  of 
the  Iriih  Romanifts,  of  all  their  maftacres,  robberies,  and 
conflagrations  ;  as  a  vehicle  of  all  manner  of  inve&ive  and 
flander  againft  the  Irifh  Proteftants,  and  the  Englifh  Go- 
vernment in  Ireland ;  and  as  a  provocative  to  the  Irifh 
Romanifts  to  recommence  hoftilities  againft  their  Pro- 
teftant  fellow-fubjecls,  and  ftimulate  them  to  revenge  and 
murder. 

I  will  begin  with  making  an  obfervation  or  two,  on  his 
flyling  Irifh  ProteftantsColonifts,  and  Irifh  Romanifts  Na- 
tives* His  firft  view  in  diftinguilhing  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland  into  thefe  two  clafles,  was,  that  he  might  indulge 
the  rancour  of  an  Irifh  Romanift  againft  Irifh  Proteftants 
by  the  more  unbridled  abufe,  from  conviction  that  Eng- 
lifh  Proteftants  would  not  attend  patiently  to  fuch  reviling 
of  their  fellow  Proteftants,  under  the  title  of  Proteftants, 
and  for  no  other  caufe  than  their  being  Proteftants.  The 
Americans,  as  was  the  general  opinion,  halnot  conduced 
themfelves  with  gratitude  towards  the  mother-country, 
and  he  hoped  to  divert  the  refentment  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  againft  the  American  cokmifts  for  their  fe- 
ceffion,  on  the  heads  of  the  Irifh  Proteftants ;  by  ftyling 
them  Colonifts,  and  reprefenting  that  their  late  partial  re- 
jection of  an  Incorporating  Union  with  Great  Britain  was 
a  plain  proof,  that  they  intended  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  American  colonifts,  and  break  off  all  connexion  with 
Great  Britain.  Another  and  his  principal  purpofe  was, 
to  juftify  the  Irifh  rebellions  and  maftacres,  and  to  induce 
the  Britifh  nation  to  believe,  that  they  were  only  the 
ftruggles  of  the  opprefled  natives  of  Ireland,  to  free  them- 
felves from  the  tyranny  of  a  handful  of  colonifts,  wrong- 
ful intruders  on  their  foil  and  property,  and  rapacious 

plunderers ; 
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plunderers  ;  and  thereby  to  induce  Great  Britain  to  join 
them  in  crufhing  fb  flagitious,  fo  contemptible,  and  fo 
feeble  a  band  of  monopolifts;  who,  though  unable  to  main- 
tain their  ill-gotten  pofleflions  againft  the  natives,  the  right 
owners,  without  the  afliftance  of  Great  Britain,  yet  had 
the  audacity  to  reject  an  Incorporating  Union.  The 
Writer  knew  that  the  Britifh  nation  could  not  be  led  into 
a  co-operation  with  Irifh  Romanifts,  in  fo  wicked  a  fcheme 
as  the  deftruction  of  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland,  but  by  ar- 
tifice and  cunning:  he  hoped  to  make  fuch  a  fcheme  pa- 
latable, and  to  veil  it  from  the  eyes  of  the  Britifh  nation 
at  large,  by  the  fubftitution  of  the  words  Natives  and  Co- 
y  in  the  place  of  Papifts  and  Proteftants. 


That  he  is  himfelf  an  Irifh  Romanift  is  notorious  from 
many  pafTages  in  his  pamphlet,  though  he  endeavours, 
awkwardly,  to  conceal  it  ;  as  fome  of  his  countrymen  in 
converfation  attempt,   ludicroufly  enough,  to  pafs  them- 
felves  for  natives  of  Britain,  by  an  affected  imitation  of 
Englifh  provincial  tones,  and  muzzling  the  Irifh  brogue. 
And  one  of  his  main  purpofes  is,  to  excite  the  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts  to  a  new  rebellion  and  maflacre,  by  defcribing  the 
Irifh  Protects  as  a  handful  of  colonifts,  outcafts  from 
their  own  country,  and  defperate  adventurers,  the  proper 
objects  of  the  vengeance  of  the  natives  ;  and  this  purpofe 
he  fo  little  conceals,  that  he  has  in  feveral  paflages  repre- 
fented,  in  exprefs  terms,  the  propenfity  of  I  rifh  Romanics 
to  revenge,  that  is,  to  rebellion,  as  very  juftifiable.     If 
the  Britifh  nation  could  be  induced  by  fuch  bafe  arts  to 
concur  in  the  deftruction  of  the  Irifli  Proteftanfs  (which 
could  be  effected  by  the  power  of  Britain  confederated 
with  the  mafs  of  Irifh  Romanifts),  this  Writer  well  knew, 
that  the  fure  foundation  of  Britifh  influence  and  power 
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in  Ireland  would  be  uprooted  ;  and,  as  he  well  knew 
the  irreconcilable  hoftility  of  the  Irifh  Romanics  to  a 
Proteftant  Britifli  Government,  he  was  convinced  that 
fuch  an  event  as  the  deftruclion  of  the  Irifh  Proteftants 
would  be  immediately  followed  by  an  attempt  of  the 
Irifh  Romanics  to  feparate  themfelves,  \vith  the  affiftance 
of  France  (whofe  politics  he  fraudulently  pretends  to 
reprobate;,  *from  Great  Britain,  and  to  eflablifh  an  inde- 
pendent Romifli  Republic  in  Ireland  ;  and  1  have  already 
fhown  that  this  is  the  avowed  intention  of  the  whole 
Romifli  party  in  that  kingdom.  Such  is  the  fraud  of 
diftinguifhing  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  into  Cofaniftsznd 
Natives,  rather  than  into  Proteftants  and  Romanics !  I 
will  now  fhow  the  falfehood  and  abfurdity  of  the  dif- 
tindion. 

Geraldus  Cambrenfis,  otherwife  Gerald  Barry  (who 
was,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Second,  Bifhopof 
St.  David's  in  Wales,  Historiographer  and  Secretary  to 
Henry,  a  man,  for  that  age,  of  great  learning,  and  the 
perfon  whom  he  fent  into  Ireland  with  his  fon  John, 
when  he  created  him  King  of  Ireland),  Roger  Hoveden, 
Matthew  Paris,  and  all  the  ancient  Engliih  hiftorians, 
agree  in  giving  the  following  account  of  the  acquifition 
of  Ireland  by  the  Englifh  Monarchs :  In  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Second,  Ireland  was  divided  into  certain  fuf- 
fragan  kingdoms  (if  I  may  fo  call  them),  fubject  to  one 
Monarch,  as  principal  King  or  Emperor,  to  whom  the 
other  Kings  paid  much  the*  fame  homage  as  the  German 
Electors  at  prefent  to  his  Imperial  Majefty.  Intefline 
wars  drove  one  of  thefe  petty  Kings  from  his  'own 
country:  he  fled  into  England,  and  implored  the  afiift- 
.artce  of  Henry  to  enable  him  to  regain  his  territories. 
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Henry,  after  fending  fome  adventurers  before  him  to 
fmooth  the  way,  went  into  Ireland  at  the  head  of  a  con- 
iiderable  army,  in  the  year  1172,  above  fix  hundred 
years  ago.  The  Irifh  nation,  worried  by  continual  in- 
teftine  war,  univerfally  received  him  as  a  deliverer.  All 
the  Reguli  and  Chiefs  of  the  nation,  with  the  chief 
Monarch  himfelt,  threw  their  crowns  at  his  feet :  they, 
with  the  whole  body  of  the  Biihops  and  Clergy,  elected 
him  King  or  Lord  of  the  whole  ifland,  and  fwore  alle- 
giance to  him.  He  accepted  the  dominion,  and  agreed 
with  them,  that  they  flwuld  enjoy  the  like  liberties  and  im* 
munities,  and  be  governed  by  the  fame  mild  laws,  both  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical,  as  the  people  of  England.  Henry  after- 
wards, in  the  twenty-filth  year  of  his  reign,  created  his 
fon  John,  under  the  ftyle  and  title  of  Lord  of  Ireland, 
King  of  that  country  ;  for  he  thereby  enjoyed  all  manner 
of  kingly  jurifdiclion,  pre-eminence,  and  authority, 
Richard  the  Firft,  eldeft  brother  of  John,  afterwards 
died  without  ilTue,  on  which  event  John  became  King  of 
England,  and  the  Sovereignty  of  the  two  nations  be- 
came again  veiled  in  the  fame  perfon.  Henry  the  Third, 
fon  of  John,  in  November  1216,  gave  a  Magna  Charta 
to  Ireland,  word  for  word  the  fame  as  that  which  he. 
eight  years  afterwards  granted  to  his  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, fave  the  neceflary  alterations  in  the  names  of  places, 
By  the  Irifh  Statute  of  the  33d  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
chap,  i,  the  King's  flyle  of  Lord  of  Ireland  was  changed 
to  that  of  King,  becaufe,  as  the  preamble  recites,  '  the 
*  King,  under  the  Jlyle  and  title  of  Lord  of  Ireland,  enjoyed 
'  all  manner  of  kingly  jurifdiflion,  pre- eminence ,  and  au~ 
f  thority  in  Ireland,  belonging  to  the  imperial  jlate  and  ina- 
'  Jcfy  °f  a  K'lnS  >'  ail(l  f°  tne  King's  ftyle  has  remained 
ever  ftnce.  Thus  it  is  plain  that  all  the  inhabitants  of 
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Ireland,  whether  aboriginals,  or  of  Englifli  race,  de- 
fcended  from  anceftors  who  from  time  to  time,  fince 
that  kingdom  was  annexed  to  the  Englifh  Crown,  fettled 
in  Ireland,  are  equally  the  King's  fubje£ts,  and  equally 
entitled  to  every  benefit  of  the  Britim  Conftitution,  ex- 
cept fuch  of  them  as  render  themfelves  liable  to  parti- 
cular  reftraints,  by  profefiing  doctrines  inimical  to  the 
State. 

Mr.  Molyneux,  in  his  celebrated  '  State  of  Ireland,' 
has  the  following  obfervation  on  this  abfurd  pofition, 
that  Ireland  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  Britifli  Colony  : 

*  The  laft  thing  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  that  fome  raife 

*  againft  us,  is,  that  Ireland  is  to  be  looked  upon  only 
'  as  a  colony  from  England  ;  and  therefore  as  the  Roman 
'  colonies  were  fubjecl:  to  and  bound  by  the  laws  made 

<  by  the  Senate  at  Rome,  fo  ought  Ireland  by  thofe  made 

*  by  the  great  Council  at  Weftminfter.     Of  all  the  ob- 

*  je&ions  raifed  againft  us,  I  take  this  to  be  the  moft  ex- 

*  travagant :  it  feems  not  to  have  the  leaft  foundation  or 

<  colour  from  reafon  or  record.     Does  it  not  mamfeftly 

*  appear  by  the  Conftitution  of  Ireland,  that  it  is  a  com- 

<  plete  kingdom  within  itfelf?     Do  not  the  Kings  of 

*  England  bear  the  ftyle  of  Ireland  amongft  the  reft  of 

<  their  kingdoms  ?     Is  this  agreeable  to  the  nature  of 

*  a  colony  r     Do  they  ufe  the  title  of  Kings  of  Virginia, 

*  New  England,  or  Maryland  ?     Was  not  Ireland  given 
4  by  Henry  the  Second,  in  a  Parliament  at  Oxford,  to 
'  his  fon  John,  and  made  thereby  an  abfolute  kingdom, 

<  feparate  and  wholly  independent  on  England,  till  they 

*  both  came  united  again  in  him,  after  the  death  of  his 

*  brother  Richard  without  ifTue  ?     Have  not  multitudes 

<  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  both  in  England  and  Ireland, 

\  <  declared 


*  declared  Ireland  a  complete  kingdom  ?     Is  not  Ireland 
'  flyled  in  them  all,  the  Kingdom  or  Realm  of  Ireland? 

*  Do  thefe  names  agree  to  a  colony  ?     Have  we  not  a 
<  Parliament  and  Courts  of  Judicature  ?    Do  thefe  things 

*  agree  with  a  colony  ?     This,  on  all  hands,  involves  fo 

*  many  abfurdities,  that  I  think  it  deferves  nothing  more 
'  of  our  confideration.'  See  Molyneux's  State  of  Jreland, 
printed  by  Long,  Dublin,  1749.     P.  52,  53, 

Since  I  have  quoted  this  celebrated  trad,  I  hope  I  (hall 
be  excufed  for  a  (hort  digreftion  here,  to  mow  by  another 
quotation  from  it,  that  Mr.  Molyneux,  the  famous 
champion  for  the  independence  of  the  Irifh  Legiflaturc 
on  that  of  England,  was  notwithstanding  a  firm  friend 
to  an  Incorporating  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms.  In 
page  37  he  has  the  following  paifage,  which  is  fraudu- 
lently omitted  in  a  fubfequent  edition  printed  in  1782: 

*  If,  from  thefe  laft-mentioned  records,  it  be  concluded 

*  that  the  Parliament  of  England  may  bind   Ireland,  it 

*  muft  alfo  be  allowed  that  the  people  of  Ireland  ought 

*  to  have  their  Reprefentatives  in  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
'  land ;  and  this  I  believe  we  would  be  willing  enough 
'  lo  embrace,  but  this  is  a  hpfpinefs  we  can  hardly  hope  for? 
How  fmall  the  hopes  of  the  Irifh  nation  at  the  time 
Mr.  Molyneux  wrote,  were,  of  their  being  admitted  to 
the  benefits  clearly  refulting  from  an  Incorporating  Union, 
may  be  conjedlured  from  what  happened  foon  after  the 
acceffion  of  Queen  Anne.     The  Irifli  Houfe  of  Peers  at 
that  time  petitioned  the  Crown  to  promote  fuch  an  In- 
corporating Union  ;  but  the  Engljfh  Minifters  fcornfully 
rejected  the  application.     Thank   Heaven !  found  fenfe 
and  reafon  have  iince  triumphed  over  fuch  abfurd  pre- 
judices, 
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To  return  from  my  digreflion.  I  truft  I  have  clearly 
proved,  that  the  Irifh  nation  neither  is,  nor  can  be  con- 
fidered  as,  a  Britifh  colony  ;  and  I  have  before,  in  ac- 
counting for  the  fanguinary  difpofition  of  Irifh  Romanifts 
to  their  Proteftant  fellow-fubje&s,  fhown,  that  no  fuch 
diftin£lion  as  that  of  Native  and  Colonift  does  or  can 
fubfift  between  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  Ireland  ;  and 
that  the  only  general  diftinclio'n  between  them  is,  that  of 
Proteftant  and  Romanift,  —  a  diftindlion,  which  I  hope 
will  be  extinguifhed  only  by  the  converfion  of  fo  large  a 
portion  of  our  population  to  the  Proteftant  Faith.  I  (hall 
therefore,  in  the  following  remarks  on  this  abominable 
libel,  and  in  extracting  and  expelling  the  virus  of  it, 
fubftitute  the  words  Protejlant  and  Romanift  for  the  words 
and  Native. 


The  Author,  in  the  firft  place,  ftates,  that  the  Iriih 
Proteftants,  when  compared  with  the  Romanifts,  are  but 
a  handful.  I  have  already  expofed  the  faifity  of  this 
ftatement,  both  as  to  number  and  property.  (See  Appen- 
dix, No.  i.)  He  aflerts  that  the  Irifh  Parliament  (called 
by  him  frieeringly  the  Parliament  of  Dublin)  is  not  the 
Reprefentative  of  the  Nation,  but  of  this  handful  of 
Proteftants.  Irifh  Romanifts  were  enabled,  by  the  A& 
of  1793,  already  mentioned,  to  vote  at  the  elections  of 
Members  of  Parliament,  and  were  admitted  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  that  franchife  at  the  election  of  the  prefent 
Irifh  Commons.  By  the  Britim  Conftitution,  the  elec^ 
tion  of  the  Commons  is  made  by  the  people  in  propor- 
tion to  their  property,  not  their  numbers.  I  have  already 
fhown,  that  of  the  property  of  the  nation,  thirty-nine 
parts  out  of  forty  are  in  the  hands  of  Irifh  Proteftants; 
fo  that  if  the  Act  of  1793  ^ad  not  Pafifcd>  and  if  the 
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prefent  Commons  had  been  ele&ed    by  the  ProTeftantt 
alone,  it   would  be  a  falfchpod  to  ftate,  that  they  were 
not  the  legitimate  Reprefentatives  of  the  People:    they 
would  be  the  Reprefentatives  ef  thirty-nine  parts  out  of 
forty  of  the   People,   reckoned  by  their  property  ;    the 
jemaining  fortieth   part   of   the  property  being  in  the 
hands  of  perfons  difqualified  from  voting  by  the  laws  of 
the  Society,  founded  in  wifdorri  andjuftice.     But  «ven 
that    fortieth    part    voted  on    the   election   of  the   pre- 
fent Reprefentatives,     In  fuel,  the  Commons  of  Ireland 
are  elecled  by  a  much  greater  proportion  of  the  property 
of  the  Irifh  nation,  than  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
,  by  that  of  the  property  of  the  Britifh  nation,  the  relative 
wealth  and  population  of  the  two  nations  duly  confi- 
dered;    fo  that  this  Author's  aflertion,  that  the  prefent 
Irifh  Commons  are  not  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation 
in  general,  but  of  a  handful  of  Proteftants,  is  as  falfe  as 
moft  of  his  other  aflertions. 

Further  to  difgrace  and  vilify  the  Irifh  Parliament^ 
and  to  excite  and  provoke  Irifh  Romanifts  to  rebellion 
and  murder,  and  with  no  other  poflible  defign,  he  ftates, 
that  the  Irijh  Houfe  of  Commons  is  elefted  by  Ertglijhmen^ 
and  compofed  of  EngliJIimen,  to  the  exclujion  of  the  ancient 
occupants  of  the  foil.  Here,  notwithftanding  his  flimfy 
difguife,  the  whole  traitorous  Irifh  Romanift  btirfts  forth 
in  full  deformity !  It  can  hardly  be  alledged  that  fuch 
an  aflertion  was  intended  to  provoke  the  enmity  of  the 
Englifh  Nation  againft  the  Irifh  Parliament.  No,  no: 
it  is  the  true  genuine  fentiment  of  all  Iriih  Romanifts, 
who  call  all  Proteftants  in  their  language  Safonaghs,  that 
is,  Englifhmen :  the  Irifh  Parliament  are  Prottftants, 
therefore,  in  their  vocabulary,  Englijhmen.  It  is  the 
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Romifti  war-whoop  in  Ireland  againft  their  Proteftant 
countrymen  :  it  marks  them  out  for  {laughter,  as  the  cry 
of  Mad  dog!  is  the  fignal  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  canine 
fpecies.  It  is  the  very  fame  fentiment  contained  in  the 
Letter  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  Founder  of  the  Society 
of  United  Irishmen,  and  the  celebrated  Agent  of  the 
IriQi  Romanifts,  to  his  affociated  Confpiratars  in  Belfaft, 
in  the  year  1791.  It  is  as  follows  :  '  We  have,  no  na- 

*  tional  Government :  we  are  ruled  by  Rnglljhmen^  and  the 
€  Jervants  of  EngliJJjmen^  filled,  as  to  commerce  and  po- 

*  litics,  with  the  fhort-fighted  and  ignorant  prejudices  of 

*  their  country.'     (See  Appendix,  No.  3,  to  the  Report 
of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Jri(h  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, 1798.) 

fav^j.sj  3fir  n.fa  ,iiMt:vT/l'lB  -^ViillfiiA.:^] 

This  abufe  and  degradation  of  the  Irifh  Parliament 
militate  dire&ly  againft  the  pretended  fcope  of  the  pam- 
phlet, which  is,  to  induce  the  Irifh  nation  to  agree  to 
an  Incorporating  Union  with  Great  Britain,  and  which 
can  be  accomplished  in  a  lawful  peaceable  way,  not 
otherwife  than  by  the  concurrence  of  the  Parliaments  of 
the  two  countries  in  the  meafure  ;  and  this  Writer  not 
only  infmuates,  but  openly  afiferts  and  proclaims,  that 
the  Irifh  Parliament  is  not  the  Reprefentative  of  the  Irifh 
Nation,  that  is,  is  not  a  Parliament,  and  is  therefore 
incompetent  to  contract  or  agree  for  the  Irifh  Nation, 
Here  then  his  mafk  faJls  entirely  off,  and  his  true  purpofe 
appears,  which  is,  to  inflame  the  Irifli  Romanifts  to  rife 
up  againft  and  deftroy  a  band  of  Englifh  Ufurpers,  pre- 
tending to  be  their  Reprefentatives,  and  actually  afluming 
the  government  of  the  country.  He  calls  this  band,  in 
many  places,  Robbers  and  Plunderers  ;  and  tells  the  Irifh 
Jlomaniftsj  that  the  weaknefs,  of  this  band  makes  them 
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jealous  and  afraid  of  them  ;  and  that  they  cannot  expect 
to  be  emancipated  or  trufted  by  fuch  Ufurpers,  whofe 
force  they  defpife  ;  and  that  the  Irifh  Protettants  have 
a  trembling  dependance  on  Great  Britain  for  a  daily  and 
precarious  exiftence. 

In  the  next  place,  he  takes  care  to  inculcate  the  doc- 
trine of   the  bafenefs   and   corruption    of   this   band  of 
Englifh  Ufurpers,  the  Irifh  Commons:    he  ftates,  with 
his  accuftomed  difregard,    and  even  contempt  of  truth, 
that   out  of   the  whole  number,    being   three    hundred, 
there  are  one  hundred  and  fixteen  Placemen,  and  feventy 
Afpirants  of  the  Law.  The  number  of  practifingBarrifters 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  does  not  amount  to  more  than, 
thirty-five,  including  all  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
and  many  of  thefe  are  Placemen  ;  and  there  are  not  more 
Placemen,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  in  the  Irifh 
Houfe  of  Commons  than  in  the  Britifh.     In  my  <  Anfwer 
«  to  Mr.  Grattan's  Addrefs  to  the  Citizens  of  Dublin,'  I 
have  fully  difcufled  the  queftion,   whether  the  conferring 
places  of  truft  and  emolument  on  Members  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  by  the  Crown,  be  an  improper  on  unconfti- 
tutional  exercife  of  the  prerogative  ;    and  I  truft  I  have 
proved  that  it   is  not  :    for  I  have  (hown,  firft,  that  the 
Crown  cannot  felecl:  perfons  to  fill  places  of  truft  out 
of  any  other  body  with  fo  much  propriety ;  nay  more, 
that  the    Crown   is   under   the  neceflity  of  employing 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  its  fervants,  in 
executing  the  public  bufmefs  of  the  nation,  in  preference 
to  the  members  of  any  other  body  :    and,  in  the  next 
place,  I  have  mown,  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  derived  from  the  patronage  of 
fuch  places,  is  a  conftitutjon^l  influence  j  that  the  frame  of 
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«ur  Government  could  not  fubfift  without  it ;  and  that,  i« 
many  cafes  of  political  economy,    theory  muft  bend  a 
little  to  practice.     But  it  is  worth   obferving,  how  in- 
coniiftent  this  Author's  accufation  of  corruption  agamil 
the  Irifli   Houfe  of  Commons  is,  with   that  part  of  its 
conduct  which  he  pretends  has  raifed   all  his  indignation 
againft  it;    that  is,  its  rejection  of  the  propofal  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  of  an  Incorporating  Union  of  the 
two  nations,  notwithstanding  this  propofal  was  fupported 
in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  whole  weight 
and  influence  of  the  Adminiftration,  and  by  feveral  ho- 
neft  and  able  Senators,  who  were  not  Placemen  ;  yet  it 
was  rejected.     It   was   fupported  by  one   hundred  and 
eight   Members  only.     What  became  then   of  the  one 
hundred  and   fixteen  Placemen  ?     It  is  plain    that   the 
alledged  corruption  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  by 
the  difpofition  of  places  among  them,  had  not  the  effect 
of  warping  them  to  vote  contrary  to  their  opinions.     In 
truth,  the  meafure  was  too  precipitately  urged  ;  due  time 
•was  not  afforded  for  the  cool  snd  ferious  confideratron  of 
the  great  and  fubftantial  merit  of  fo  important  a  project; 
it  was  very  improvidently  fought  to  be  carried  by  a  coup 
de  main :  but  I  truft  and  firmly  expect  that  the  meafure 
•will  meet  with  a  very  different  reception   in  the  enfuing 
feflion ;  and  that  time  and  reflection,  and  the  good  fenfe 
of  the  Commons,  though  indignant  at  the  unjuft  accufa- 
tion of  corruption,  will  enfure  its  fuccefs. 

The  author's  next  abufe  of  the  Iri(h  Proteftants,  as 
grantees  of  Cromwell  and  William  the  Third,  3$  the 
children  of  their  foldiers  and  the  heirs  of  their  rapacity, 
again  betrays  the  Irifh  Romanift,  whofe  heart  is  goaded 
by  the  ceftrum  of  revenge.  As  ths  firft  effufion  of  h^s 

rancour. 


(    '57    ) 

rancour,  he  places  our  illuftrious  Deliverer,  in  part  the 
Founder,  or  at  leaft  the  Reftorer,  of  our  prefent  glorious 
Conftitution,  in  the  fame  rank  with  the  defperate  Regi- 
cide. Next  he  vents  his  abufe  on  all  Irifli  Proteftants, 
ftating  them  to  be  the  children  of  the  foldiers  of  thefe 
two  Commanders,  and  the  heirs  of  their  rapacity.  He 
reprobates  all  the  forfeitures  and  confifcations  of  the  Irifh 
Traitors,  which  took  place  after  the  fuppreflion  of  two 
Irifh  Rebellions;  the  one  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
the  Firft,  the  other  in  that  of  William  and  Mary. 
Thefe  forfeitures  and  confifcations  are  the  conflant 
themes  of  abufive  Romifh  declamation  in  Ireland.  The 
whole  party  load  the  memory  of  Cromwell,  as  well  as 
of  King  William,  with  every  fpecies  of  vituperation  : 
this  fnarling  cur,  therefore,  only  runs  on  the  trail  of  his 
growling  prccurfors,  and  joins  in  the  conftant  cry  of  his 
own  pack,  when  he  opens  againfl  the  Regicide  and  the 
Monarch  ;  but  it  is  not  improper  to  examine  the  grounds 
cf  his  acrimonious  complaints. 

The  Englifh  Monarchs,  fucceflbrs  of  Henry  the  Se- 
cond, inherited  great  dominions  in  France.  The  main- 
tenance of  their  power  on  the  continent  engrofled  their 
attention,  drained  their  treafures,  and  found  conflant 
employment  for  their  armies.  Hence  the  Government 
of  Ireland,  till  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  was  much  ne- 
glected. The  Irifh  natives,  feared  at  the  dawn  of 
civilization,  preferred  the  gloom  of  their  own  forefts 
and  morafles  to  the  funfliine  of  cultivation  and  im- 
provement. The  great  English  Lords,  who  became 
entitled  to  vaft  trads  of  land  in  Ireland,  fnch  as 
the  Earl  of  Chepftow,  otherwife  Strongbow,  who,  by 
marriage  with  the  only  daughter  and  child  of  the  pro- 
vincial 
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vincial  King  of  Leinfter,  acquired  vaft  poffeflions  in  that 
province,  did  not  take  the  proper  care  to  improve  the 
country.     They  brought  over  with  them  to  Ireland  many 
of  their  friends  and  vaffals  :    they  by  degrees  mixed  with 
the  native   Irifli,  and  adopted  their  barbarous   cuftoms. 
When  the  great  civil  war  broke  out  in  England  between 
the  Houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  moft  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  great  Englifh  families  in  Ireland  joined  the  con- 
tending parties,  and  went  over   to  England  with  their 
vafTals  and  retainers.     The  barbarous  Irifh   joined  the 
degenerate  Englifh  mixed  with  them,  took  the  advantage  of 
the  weaknefs  of  the  Government,  the  natural  effect  of  the 
migration  of  its  fupporters :  they  rebelled,  and  feized  on 
nearly  three  fourths  of  the  kingdom,  which  continued 
in  a  lawlefs  barbarous  ftate  till  the  acceilion  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.     That  great  Princefs,  after  a  long  and  ex- 
penlive  war,  reduced  to  obedience  all  the  Irifh  Rebels, 
but  died  before  me  could  reap  the  harveft  of  her  victories. 
Her  fucceflbr,  James  the  Firft,  laboured  with  great  ac- 
tivity and  zeal  on  the  fettlement  and  civilization  of  the 
whole  kingdom.     He  divided  the  lands  forfeited  by  Re- 
bellion, in  fome  places  into  three  parts;    two  of  which 
parts  he  diftributed  among  the  ancient  pofleflbrs,  whether 
native  Irifh  or  degenerate  Englifh  ;    the  remaining  third 
he  beftowed  on  new  fettlers  from  Scotland  and  England. 
In  other  places,  he  diftributed  half  of  thefe  lands  to  the 
old  pofFeflbrs,  the  other  half  to  new  fettlers.     He  divided 
fuch  parts  of  the  kingdom  as  had,  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned,  been  feized  on  and  occupied  by  the  natives 
and  degenerate  Englifh,  into  counties.     In  thefe  new,  or 
rather  revived  counties,   he  erected  towns  and  created 
boroughs :  he  inftituted  a  regular  Parliament,  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  which  were  elected 
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l>y  the  old  poflefTors  and  the  new  fettlers  without  dif- 
tin&ion,  in  proportion  to  their  properties,  throughout 
the  whole  nation.  Romanifts  and  Proteftants  fat  indif- 
criminately  in  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons.  None 
were  excluded  by  any  Tefl  Oaths  whatfoever  :  the  only 
oath  required  was  the  Oath  of  Allegiance.  Every  mea- 
fure  which  human  wifdom  could  devife  was  purfued,  as 
well  in  the  reign  of  James  as  in  that  of  his  fucceflbr 
Charles,  to  civilize  and  improve  the  country.  The  in- 
habitants, without  diftindYton,  were  invited  to  all  the 
comforts  and  all  the  benefits  of  civilization  and  a  well- 
regulated  Government.  The  nation  afTumed  a  different 
appearance  from  that  it  had  worn  for  a  feries  of  ages ; 
and  a  complete  fufion  of  all  defcriptions  of  Irifh  inha- 
bitants would  have  been  then  effected  with  rapidity, 
were  it  not  for  the  unhappy  differences  on  the  fcore  of 
Religion.  The  intolerant,  unfocial  doctrines  of  Po- 
pery, irreconcilable  to  the  Proteftant  inftitutions,  had 
taken  deep  root  in  the  minds  of  the  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  and  from  thence  fprung  the  rnoft  barbarous 
and  moft  unprovoked  Rebellion  of  Irifh  Romanifts  re- 
corded in  hiftory.  This  Rebellion,  which  broke  out  in 
the  year  1641,  cannot  be  palliated,  as  an  In  fur  reel  ion  of 
opprefTed  Natives  againft  ufurping  Colonifts  :  for  the  beft 
difciplined,  beft  provided,  and  moft  numerous  army  of 
the  Infurgents,  was  compofed  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Englifh  Pale  ;  a  part  of  Ireland  which  was  peopled  by 
Englifh  fettlers,  who  for  ages  before  had  continued 
faithful  to  the  Englifh  Crown,  and  till  that  period  had 
fcever  intermixed  by  marriage,  or  any^  fort  of  connexion, 
with  the  native  Irifh.  It  was  commanded  by  General 
Prefton,  brother  of  the  then  Lord  Gormanftown.  It 
was  an  avowed  Rebellion  of  Irifh  Romanics,  undertaken 
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by  them  for  the"  ptirpofe  of  extirpating  Irifli  Proteftant£ 
of  all  defcriptions,  and  fevering  themfelves  from  Eng- 
land, at  that  time  diftrafted  by  civil  commotions.     The 
Rebels  in  Munfter  were   commanded  by  Lord  Mount- 
garret,  and  other  Noblemen  arid  Gentlemen,  all,  or  moil 
of  them,  of  the  old  Englim  race.     During  the  firft  year 
of  this  Rebellion,   the  Rebels  murdered,  at  the  loweft 
calculation,  near  forty  thoufand  Irith  Proteftanfs,-  men^ 
•women,  and    children,  in   cold  blood  J    many  of  them 
they  put  to  death  by  the  moft  excruciating  tortures*    Such 
of  the  Proteftants  as  efcaped  from  the  firfl  exploilon  of 
the  Rebellion,  which  burft    fuddenly  and  unexpectedly 
like  a  thunder-florin  on  their  heads,  flew  to  arms  ;  and 
for  a  fpace  of  ten  years  and  upwards,  with  very  littles 
affiftance  from  England,  maintained  a  cruel  and  deftruc- 
tive,  though  unequal  war,  with  the  Rebels,  and  protected 
the  furviving  Loyalty  of  the  natidn,  as  well   from  the 
Republican  Fanatics  of  that  age,  as  from  thefe  Romiih 
fraitors,  who  frequently,  in  the  courfe  of  the  Rebellion* 
joined    the  Republicans,   and    invariably  adopted   fuch 
rneafures  as  they  thought  would  moft  conduce  to  their 
ends, — the  Eilabliftiment  of  Popery*  the  Extirpation  of8 
Proteftants,  and  the  Separation  of  Ireland  from  the  Bri- 
tim  Crown.     At  one  period  of  this  Rebellion,  the  chief4 
Traitors  propofed  a  treaty  with  the  then  Marquis,  after- 
wards Duke  of  Ormond,  the  King's  Lieutenant  in  Ire- 
land ;  to  which  propofal  he  was  obliged,  by  the  neceility 
of    His  Majefty's  affairs,    to    accede.     The  treaty  was 
concluded,  and  the  Marquis,  with  a  part  of  the  Royal 
Army,  was  inveigled   by  the   Rebels  to   Kilkenny,  the 
place  of  meeting  of  what  they  ftyled  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  much  of  the  fame 
nature  with  the  late  Romiih  Convention  which  afTembledt 
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in  Dublin.     The  Rebels  moft  perfidioufly,  at  the  inftance 
of  the   Pope's  Nuncio,    broke  the  treaty ;    and  two  of 
their   armies,    commanded    by    Generals   Prefton    and 
O'Neil,  marched  to  furprife  the  Marquis,  to  intercept 
him  in  his  retreat  to  Dublin,  and  to  cut  off  his  troops. 
They  were  very  near  fucceeding  in  their  enterprife,  the 
Marquis  efcaping  with  great  difficulty.     In  fhort,  they 
contributed  full  as  much  as  the  Scotch  Covenanters,  to  the 
final  fuccefs  of   the  Republicans  in   England,   and  the 
fubverfion  of   the   Monarchy.      But  the  Almighty  faw 
their  wickednefs  and  perfidy,  and  punimed  them  by  the 
hands  of  their  own  aflbciates  in  rebellion  and  murderf 
The  Englifh  Republicans,  having  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  cf  England,  fent  over  an  army  under  Cromwell  to 
reduce  them  to  obedience,  not  to  their  lawful  Sovereign, 
but  to  the  newly-ere&ed  Englifii  Republic  i    and  to  re- 
venge the  blood  of  the  Proteflants  of  Ireland  fo  inhu- 
manly fpilled  by  them.     In  one  mort  campaign  he  com^ 
pletely  touted  and  difperfed  their  murdering,  daftardly 
bands.     Such  of  them  as  efcaped  the  fword,  he  drove 
out  of  the  nation  or  hanged,  parcelled  gut  their  landed 
property,  juftly  forfeited  by  their  Rebellion,  among  the 
furviving   Jrifti  Proteftants,    who  had  been    robbed  by 
them  ;  his  own  officers  and  foldiers,  in  lieu  of  their  pay  ; 
and  men  who  had  fubfcribed  large  fums  of  money  to 
defray  the  expenfes  of  his  expedition,  who  were  ftyled 
Adventurers.     On   the   reftoration   of    Monarchy,    this 
divifion  of  the  lands  fo  juftly  forfeited  to  the  Crown  was 
revifed,  and  its  juftice  and  propriety   ftri&ly  examined 
and  inquired  into,  by  CommHTioners  duly  appointed  for 
that  purpofe.     In  every  cafe  in  which  it  appeared  that 
the  lands  of  an  innocent  perfon  were  comprized  in  the 
divifion,  they  were  reftored  to  'him  or  his  heir  j  and  the 
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perfon  in  confequence  difpolTefred  was  awarded  a  com-* 
penfation,  called  a  Reprifal  ;  and  the  titles  of  all  to  the 
lands  juftly  forfeited  were  eftabliihed  and  confirmed  by 
two  Adls  of  the  Irifli  Parliament,  entitled,  the  Acls  of 
Settlement  and  Explanation. 

The  complaint  of  this  Romifh  Writer  of  the  confifca- 
tions  by  King  William  is  ftill  more-  unjuft.  The  Irifh 
Romanifts,  after  the  acceflion  of  William  and  Mary, 
rofe  in  rebellion  in  a  mafs.  Their  views  Were  the  very 
fame  as  in  the  Rebellion  of  1641, — the  eftablifhment  of 
Popery,  and  Separation  from  England.  Their  apparent 
attachment  to  King  James  the  Second  arofe  from  inter- 
efted  views  :  they  hoped  by  his  means  to  procure  power- 
ful affiftance  from  the  Court  of  France,  and  they  con- 
fidered  him  only  as  an  engine  auxiliary  to  their  real 
defigns.  When  that  Rebellion  was  finally  fuppreffed 
by  the  furrender  of  Limerick  in  the  year  1691,  one  of 
the  conditions  ftipulated  on  behalf  of  the  Romanifts  was, 
that  fuch  of  them  as  chofe  to  remain  in  their  own  coun- 
try, rather  than  repair  to  France  and  enter  into  the 
fervice  of  that  hoftile  nation,  ihould,  on  their  taking 
the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary,  preferve  their  e dates  difcharged  of  forfeiture  and 
confifcation  on  account  of  their  rebellion.  A  few  of 
them  chofc  to  ftay  at  home,  and  they  preferved  their 
eftates :  the  reft  went  to  France,  and  thereby  voluntarily 
fubmitted  their  eftates  to  forfeiture  ;  which  eftates  were 
afterwards  partly  fold  for  the  public  benefit,  and  partly 
granted  by  the  Crown  to  perfons  who  had  loyally  ferved 
it  in  fuch  critical  times.  The  complaints,  therefore,  of 
this  Romifh  Writer,  of  the  forfeitures  and  confifcations 
in  the  times  of  Cromwell  and  King  William,  amount  to 
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this ;  that  the  confifcation  and  forfeiture  of  the  property 
of  Rebels,  the  moft  fanguinary  and  barbarous  whofe 
crimes  ever  blotted  arid  defaced  the  page  of  hiftory,  arc 
unjuft ;  amount  to  robbery  and  plunder^  exercifed  by 
rapacious  ufurpers,  though  warranted  by  the  known  law 
of  the  land  in  all  ages ;  and  eonfequently  that  the  law  of 
the  land  warrants  and  patronizes  robbery,  plunder,  and 
rapacity  ;  and  that  all  loyal  fubje£ts  are  robbers  and 
plunderers.  And  in  conformity  with  this  doctrine,  he 
proceeds  to  reprobate  all  punifhment  of  the  late  Irifh 
Rebels  by  confifcation  and  forfeiture* 

This  Romifli  Writer  aflerts,  that  trim  Proteftants  have 
ia  trembling  dependance  on  the  Englifh  nation  for  their 
exigence  ;  and  dwells  on  their  weaknefs,  timidity,  and 
truelty^  and  on  the  irrefiftible  flrength,  numbers,  and 
courage  bf  the  prefeht  race  of  Irifh  Romanifts,  with 
exultation  and  delight ;  intimating,  that  if  the  Englifb. 
nation  will  rernain  neuter,  the  Irilh  Romanifts  will 
inftantly  extirpate  the  Irifh  Proteftants,  who  at  prefent> 
by  the  aid  of  England^  keep  them  in  chains.  It  is  there- 
fore proper  to  examine  whether  Iriih  Romanifts  be  in  a 
ftate  of  bppreflion  and  flavery,  and  kept  in  chains  by  theif 
Proteftant  countrymen.  By  the  laws  of  Ireland  at  pr«- 
fent,  the  Romanifts  enjoy  more  real  political  liberty,  and 
better  fecurity  for  their  lives  and  properties,  than  the 
moft  favoured  fubjecls  of  any  foreign  State  in  the  known 
world.  They  elecT:  their  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament  j 
in  which  Parliament,  together  with  the  King,  the  fu- 
preme  authority  of  the  State  is  vefted  ;  they  have  the 
benefit  of  a  conftitutional  jury  to  try  all  queftions  which 
affecl:  their  lives  or  properties  j  they  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  as  much  as  Proteftants  ;  they 
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have  a  fliare  in  the  Magiftracy  ;  they  are  Grand  Jurors ; 
they  can  acquire  and  difpofe  of  their  properties,  real 
-and  perfonal,  as  freely  as  Proteftants ;  they  enjoy  a 
complete  toleration  in  Religion ;  the  Law  and  the  Army 
are  open  to  them  ;  and  they  are  on  a  perfect  equality 
with  all  His  Majefty's  other  fubje&s,  except  that  their 
own  refufal  to  lake  the  Teft  Oaths  excludes  them  from 
feats  in  Parliament,  and  from  about  thirty  of  the  great 
offices  of  the  State.  (See  all  the  prefent  incapacities  of 
Irim  Romanifts,  particularly  fpecified  in  the  Qth  fe£tion 
of  the  Acl  of  the  33d  year  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  en- 
titled, <  An  Ad  for  the  Relief  of  His  Majefty's  Popiih 
*  or  Roman  Catholic  Subjects  of  Ireland.'  Appendix, 
No.  2.)  Such  are  the  chains  and  fetters  in  which  their 
Proteftant  countrymen  bind  Trim  Romanifts !  and  fuch  is 
the  flavery  fo  pathetically  deplored  by  thb  Writer,  and 
others  of  his  perfuafion  ! 

The  ftrength  and  puiflance  of  Irifh  Romanifts  have 
been  put  to  the  trial  in  their  late  Rebellion.  They  were 
vanquifhed  and  completely  fubdued  by  the  Proteftant 
power  of  the  nation,  without  any  affiftance  from  Eng- 
land, in  the  courfe  of  about  fix  weeks.  The  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  as  before  obferved,  had  no  part  of  the  merit 
of  quelling  the  Rebellion  :  it  was  effectually  crufhed  by 
the  meafures  taken  by  his  p&deceflbr,  before  he  had  time 
in  any  manner  to  interfere.  It  is  true,  fome  part  of  the 
routed  Rebels  took  fhelter,  after  his  arrival  in  Ireland, 
in  the  mountains  of  Wicklow,  and  from  thence  made 
incurfions,  in  detached  gangs  of  banditti,  into  the  counr 
ties  of  Kildare  and  Meath  ;  but  they  were  hunted  like 
wild  beafts  by  the  Proteftant  Yeomanry,  and  Would  have 
been  all  (lain  or  hanged,  were  it  not  for  thd  merciful 
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interpofition  of  the  Marquis.  Immediately  after  his 
arrival  in  Ireland,  he  publifhed  a  Proclamation  of  In- 
demnity to  fuch  of  thefe  Rebels  as  would  fubmit,  and 
furrender  their  arms.  His  Generals  reftrained  the  efforts 
of  the  Yeomanry,  incenfed  againft  the  Rebels  for  the 
{laughter  of  their  relations  and  friends,  and  the  wafte  of 
their  property.  At  the  time  this  Proclamation  was  iiTued, 
the  Rebellion,  as  to  any  effects  to  be  dreaded  from  it  of 
important  damage  to  the  nation  in  general,  was  cruihed; 
and  the  routed  Traitors,  hopelefs,  without  refource  or 
means  of  efficient  refiftance,  juftly  expe£ted  the  punifh- 
ment  due  to  their  horrible  crimes ;  which  the  Marquis, 
following  the  dictates  (as  I  fuppofe)  of  his  own  cle- 
mency, or  perhaps  by  orders  from  England,  remitted. 

Two  of  his  Generals  were  employed  to  fupprefs  the 
only  confiderable  body  of  this  fcattered  Banditti,  which 
remained  together  in  ihe  mountains  of  Wicklow  :  they 
were  moftly  Murderers,  Robbers,  and  Defperadoes, 
hopelefs  of  pardon  ;  fome  of  them  Deferters  from  differ- 
ent Regiments  of  Militia.  A  Gentleman  of  the  county 
conducted  thefe  Generals  and  their  forces  to  a  certain 
part  of  the  mountains,  the  rendezvous  of  thefe  affaflins, 
where  they  might  have  deftroyed  the  whole  gang, 
amounting  to  about  fix  hundred  ;  but  thtfe  Commanders 
declined  to  attack  them,  declaring  they  were  unwilling 
to  (hed  the  blood  of  the  posr  wretches.  They  therefore 
thought  it  prudent  to  coax  them  into  fubmiilion  ;  for 
which  purpofe  they  difpatched  two  Romifli  Priefls  to 
them,  loaded  with  the  Proclamations  of  Indemnity  ; 
they  collected  as  many  country  Girls  as  they  could  pro- 
cure ;  they  hired  a  number  of  Iriih  Pipers;  they  pro- 
vided hoglheads  of  whiikey,  fet  the  Pipers  playing,  and 
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the  Girls  dancing,  which  fo  delighted  the  Murderers,  that 
many  of  them  came  in,  gave  up  their  pikes^  partook  of 
the  feftivity,  and  departed  with  plenty  of  whifkey  m 
their  ftomachs,  and  protections  in  their  pockets.  The 
clemency  of  the  Marquis  and  his  Generals  was  cele- 
brated in  all  the  Romifh  Newfpapers  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  ;  his  praifes  were  watted  to  London  ;  the  Cou-? 
rier,  the  Morning  Chronicle,  &c.  re-echoed  them  ;  the 
whole  Oppofition  in  England  from  top  to  bottom, 

From  flaftiitig  Bentkys  down  to  piddling  Tibbalds, 

rung  the  changes  on  his  liberality,  his  mercy,  his  cle- 
mency, his  wifdom,  &c.  :  and  well  they  might  ;  for  the 
Marquis  arrived  in  Ireland  in  the  very  nick  of  time,  to 
refcue  their  party  there  from  final  extinction.  In  fliort, 
in  refpeft  to  the  Jrifli  Rebels,  the  conduct  of  the  Mar- 
quis has  been  marked  witji  conceffion,  conciliation,  and 
pardon,  not  with  warlike  hortility ;  for  expiring  Rebel- 
lion did  not  demand  the  exertion  of  his  military  talents, 
and  he  difdained  to  trample  upon  proftrate  Traitors.  It 
is  my  fervent  wim,  my  conftant  prayer,  that  the  mercy 
thus  extended  to  thefe  Romifh  In  fur-gents  may  incline 
their  hearts  to  peace  and  loyalty,  and  make  them  under- 
ftantf,  that  they  live  under  and  arc  protected  by  a  Govern- 
ment the  mildeft  upon  earth,  which  wifhes  not  to. 
inflict  the  punifhments  due  to  their  crimes,  but  rather 
that  they  (hould  repent,  and  enjoy  the  comforts  of  peace 
and  fecurity  under  the  protection  of  laws,  to  which  all 
the  members  of  the  community  are  equally  fubje&. 

The  Marquis  Corn  wall  is  certainly  merits  the  tribute 
of  juft  praife  from  all  the  loyal  fubje&s  of  His  Majefty 
in  Irelan.da  for  the  powerful  exertions  of  his  military 
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ilull,  in  putting  the  kingdom  into  the  mod  complete, 
flate  of  defence  againft:  the  invafion  of  the  foieign 
enemy,  with  which  it  is  threatened.  Every  branch  of 
military  fervice  has  been  attended  to  by  him  with  the 
utmoft  care  and  zeal :  the  troops  have  been  Rationed  fo 
judicioufly  in  cantonments,  that  a  ftrong  body  can  be 
aflembled  with  great  expedition  in  any  part  of  the  king- 
dom, againft  which  the  Enemy  may  point  his  attack  ; 
the  Cavalry,  Infantry,  and  Artillery,  Regulars  and  Mi- 
litia, are  perfectly  well  equipped  and  provided,  and  the 
Yeomanry  well  armed  and  trained,  and  ready  for  adion 
at  the  fhortelt  notice  ;  the  whole  nation  wears  a  mili- 
tary afpecl,  and  its  force  is  fo  combined  and  regulated 
by  the  fkilful  arrangements  of  the  Marquis,  that  it  may 
bid  defiance  to  an  infinitely  more  formidable  force  than 
its  foreign  enemies  are  able  to  bring  againft  it ;  and 
internal  tranquillity  is  re-eftablifhed,  at  leaft  for  tht 
firefenf* 

The  weaknefs  and  timidity  of  the  Irifli  Protefrants  are 
the  next  themes  of  this  Romim  Declaimer;  according 
to  him,  their  weaknefs  makes  them  timid,  their  timidity 
cruel.  Of  the  vaunts  of  the  ftrengih,  numbers,  and  wealth 
of  Jrilh.  Romanics  J  have  already  expofed  the  falfity  ; 
as  well  Uy  the  ev^nt  of  the  late  Rebellion,,  as  by  a 
fair  calculation  of  their  real  numbers  and  wealth.  The 
fame  arguments  and  calculation  prove  the  real  flrength, 
numbers,  and  weal.th  of  Iriih  Proteftants,  I  truft  that 
in  the  late  Rebellion,  as  well  as  on  all  former  occajlons> 
Irifh  Proteftants  have  plainly  difproved  the.  charge  of 
timidity.  The  cruelty  this.  Author  charges,  upon  them,  is, 
that  they  cruelly  refufed  to  grant^  what  be  calls  Eman- 
cipation, to  their  Romifli  fellow-fubjecls  :  that  is,  it  is 

M  4  a  great 
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a  great  cruelty  in  Trifti  Proteftants  to  refufc  to  deliver  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  State  into  the  hands  of  Irifh  RO-* 
manifts  ;  and  this  cruelty  arifes  from  cowardice;  for 
Irifh  Proteftants  are  afraid  to  do  fo.  If  fuch  be  cruelty 
and  cowardice,  I  hope  fuch  will  for  ever  be  imputable 
to  Irifh  Proteftants  :  may  they  always  be  afraid  to  de- 
liver the  State  into  the  power  of  its  enemies !  and  may 
they  always  cruelly  refufe  to  betray  the  Conftitution ! 
it  is  the  fame  cruelty  and  cowardice  a  man  is  guilty  of, 
who  tells  a  gang  of  robbers,  '  Do  not  attempt  to  come 
'  into  my  houfe,  for  if  you  make  fuch  attempt,  I  and 
'  my  fervants  will  refift,  and  perhaps  kill  you  ;  I  will 
*  not  truft  you  in  my  houfe>  keep  at  the  outfide.*  Such 
a  man  certainly  is  afraid  to  let  them  into  his  houfe,  and 
threatens  to  kill  them  if  they  attempt  to  force  an  en- 
trance :  is,  he  therefore  guilty  of  cowardice  and  cruelty  ? 
y*  ^!»4$J^;< 

But  one  argument  remains,  demonftrative  of  the  real 
ftrejjigth  of  Irifh  Proteftants :  they  have  raifed  during 
this  war,  in  which  their  connexion  with  Great  Britain 
has  involved  them,  immenfe  fums  for  the  fervice  of  the 
Empire  in  general,  and  for  the  profecmion  of  the  war. 
That  Irifh  Parliament,  which  this  Writer  vilifies  and 
traduces,  as  the  Reprefentatives  of  a  handful  of  Pro- 
teftants and  Engliihmen,  has  raifed  in  this  year  feven 
millions  fterling  for  the  public  fervice,  though  the  na- 
tion was  in  that  year  weakened  by  the  Rebellion  of  Irifh 
Romanifts  ;  of  which  great  fum  one  part  out  of  forty 
only  was,  or  could  be  paid  by  Irifh  Romanifts  :  fome 
part  of  that  money,  it  is  true,  has  been  borrowed  in 
England,  but  on  the  credit  and  fecurity  of  the  Iriih 
Funds  ;  both  principal  and  intereft  are  to  be  paid  by 
Ireland.  All  the  Englifh  Militia,  who,  on  the  breaking 
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out  of  the  Rebellion,  fo  gallantly  volunteered  for  the 
ailiftance  of  their  brethren  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland,  as 
well  againft  their  foreign  as  domeftic  enemies,  were  paid, 
after  they  arrived  in  Ireland,  out  of  the  Iriiri  Treafury 
and  Irifh  Funds.  Are  the  Irifh  Proteftants  then  fo 
weak,  as  to  be  the  .objecls  of  derifion  and  contempt  to 
this  Romifh  Writer  and  his  aflbciates  ?  And  is  Ireland 
only  a  diverfion  of  the  power  and  force^  an  arfenal  of  at- 
tack and  injury,  and  a  devouring  gulf  of  the  blood  and  re- 
Jour  ces  of  England  in  the  frefent  war,  as  this  Romifh 
Writer  alferts  ?  The  revenues  of  Pruflia,  one  of  the 
moft  potent  European  States,  do  not  amount  yearly  to 
fix  millions  fterling,  Ireland,  by  the  efforts  of  her 
Proteftant  Parliament  and  population,  has  contributed 
feven  millions  in  the  laft  year,  and  in  the  preceding 
year,  five  millions,  to  the  fupport  of  the  war,  and  has 
not  coft  Great  Britain  a  fixpence  for  her  defence.  It  is 
true  the  Britifh  Fleet  and  Britim  Militia  have  flown  to 
her  fupport,  when  threatened  with  invafion  by  the  com- 
mon enemy  :  but  Ireland  has  paid  the  Britim  Militia  for 
their  afliftance.  And  has  not  Great  Britain  employed 
her  fleets  and  armies  for  the  fupport  of  her  allies  in  the 
prefent  war,  and  even  paid  the  troops  of  her  allies  for 
fighting  in  their  own  defence  ?  And  is  (he  not  bound 
to  give  greater  afliftance  to  Ireland,  a  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifh Empire,  to  defend  her  againft  the  common  enemy, 
than  to  foreign  nations  her  allies  ?  This  Writer  fays, 
it  would  be  better  for  Great  Britain ,  that'  Ireland  were 
blotted  from  the  lift  of  nations,  and  funk  In  the  fea,  than, 
that  Jhe  Jhould  remain  a  diyerjion  of  her  arms  in  the  pre- 
fent war.  May  not  the  fame  be  faid  with  equal  juftice 
of  any  part  of  Great  Britain  itfelf,  if  threatened  with 
an  attack  by  the  enemy  ;  of  York ih ire,  of  Scotland,  for 

inftance  ? 


inftence*  Ireland  is  in  fact  as  much  a  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  European  Empire,  as  either  of  the  countries  men- 
tioned, and  her  fubjugation  by  the  enemy  would  be  as 
injurious  to  that  Empire,  and  fo  would  her  lofs,  by  im~ 
merfion  in  the  ocean. 

The  complaints  of  this  Libeller,  of  a  criminal  neglect 
of  the  natives  of  Ireland  by  the  Englifti  nation,  and 
that  the  barbarity  of  thefe  natives  is  juftly  tq  be  attri- 
buted to  this  neglect,  are  utterly  unfounded.:  ever  iince 
the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft,  as 
long  as  the  diftinflion  of  Native  and  Colonift,  or  rather 
New  Settler,  remained  among  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland, 
the  attention  of  the  Englifh  Monarchs,  and  their  Mini- 
fters  in  Ireland,  was  uniformly  directed  to  the  encou-? 
ragement  and  civilization  of  the  natives  ;  and  to  thQ 
abolition  of  all  diflindtions  between  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country.  Their  benevolent  intentions  have  been 
counteracted  only,  by  the  intolerant  fpirit  of  Popery, 
inceflantly  operating  as  an  effectual  barrier  againft  har^ 
mony  and  union,  as  I  have  already  proved. 

This  Author's  praifes  of  the  Romifli  titular  Bifhops  in 
Ireland,  of  their  learningy  humanity,  and  piety,;  of  all 
which  accomplifhments,  I  prefume  he  means  tp  offeu 
HulTey,  the  titular  Bifhop  of  Waterford,  as  a  finning 
example  ;  his  advice  to  them,  to  unfurl  their  Sacre4  Ban- 
ner s  /his  fuggeftion  of  the  doctrine  of  Impre^nptlk'illt^ 
of  which  he  hints  a  feeble  difapprobation  only,  accordr 
ing  to  which  Irifli  Rolnanifts,  or,  as  he  calls  thenij  Na* 
lives,  have  a  right  to  the  pojffejjton  of  all  the  lands  of  the 
nation,  which  no  time,  no  length  of  poj/effton  can  alienate ; 
and  his  frequent  introduction  of  the  eternal  principles 
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iof  revenge  of  the  Irim  Roman  ifts  againft  Iriih. 
teftants  ;  all,  all  proclaim  him  an  inveterate  Irim  Ro- 
manift  ;  and  his  folly  as  well  as  impudence  in  attempting 
to  aflame  the  mafk  of  an  Engiimman. 

I  (hall  now  clofe  my  obfervations  on  this  anonymous 
flanderer  and  his  libel,  with  the  fum  of  his  arguments, 
to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  to  confent  to  an 
Union  with  Great  Britain  ;  from  which  it  will  clearly 
appear,  that  his  real  defign  was  diredtly  contrary  to  his 
profelfed  one;  and  -was  to  promote  the  feparation  of 
Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  by  ftimulating  the  Irifh 
Romanics  to  a  Rebellion  ;  and  by  fowing  the  feeds  of 
diflenfion  between  the  Englifh  and  Irilh  Proteftants  ; 
and  thereby  depriving  the  latter  of  all  affiftance  from 
Great  Britain,  if  not  enfuring  its  hoftility  againft  them. 

His  argument  to  the  Irim  Proteftants  to  induce  them 
to  confent  to  an  Union,  is  as  follows  :  *  You,  the  Irilh 

<  Proteftants,    are    the    bafeft,    moft    tyrannical,    moft 

*  cowardly,    moft  cruel   race  of  mortals  on  the  earth  ; 

*  you  are  as  weak  as  you  are  cowardly  :  we,  the  Engliih 

*  Proteftants,  confider  you  in  this  light  ;  we  deleft  your 

*  crimes ;  you  are  murderers  and   robbers,  you  cannot 
f  exift  but  by  our  favour  and  protection.     Give  your- 
'  felves  up  diredly  into  our  hands  without  referve  ;  if 

<  you  do  not,  the  defendants  of  thofe  you   have   mur- 

<  dered  and  robbed  will  quickly  deftroy  you ;  notwith- 
'  ftanding  you  are  fo  infamous  a  race,  and  that  we  have 
f  fp  thorough  a  contempt  for  yoy,  we  will  confer  on 
f  you  a  perfeft  equality  with  ourfelves;    and  we,   the 

<  braveft,  the  richeft,  and  the  moft   honourable  people 
f  on  the  eartfi,  will  afTociate  with  you  on  perfect  terms 
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*  of    equality.      Robbers,    murderers,     and     daftardly 

*  wretches  as  you  are,  you  fhall  become  our  companions 
'  and  our  friends  ;  we  will  treat  you  exactly  as  brethren  ; 

*  you  (hall  fhare  all  our  advantages  and  all  our  fortunes. 
In   fhort,  the  means  by  which   he  propofes  to  reconcile 
Iriih    Proteftants  to  an  Union  with  Great  Britain,  are, 
in  the  character  of  an  Englifhman,  to  load  them   with 
cvery    fpecies    of    abufe,    flander,    and    calumny,     and 
brand  them  with  every  crime  which  can  debafe  humanity. 
Very  conciliating  means  truly  ! 

His  arguments  to  induce   Irifii  Romanifts  to  agree  to 
an  Union  with  Great  Britain  are  :  *  You,  the  natives  of 

*  Ireland,  have  been  bafely  and  wickedly  tyrannized  over 

*  by  the  Englifh   nation  for  fix  centuries  paftf  as  your 
4  confidential  agent  Mr.  Tone  has  already  told  you.    The 

*  Englifli  have  robbed  you  of  your  lands,  they  have  reduced 

*  you  to  a  ftate  of  barbarous  flavery :  they  govern  you  at 

*  prefent  by  a  gang  of  corrupt  fub-tyrants,  whom  they  ftyle 
-  *  a  Parliament,  defied  by  Engliflimen,  and  cofltfvftd  of  Eng- 

*  Jifljmen,  to  the  exclujion  of  you  the  ancient  occupants  of tht 'foil ^ 

*  thefe  fub-tyrants  are  the  Reprefentatives  of  a  handful 

*  only  of  Englishmen,  their  fellow-tyrants  in  your  coun- 
'  try  of  Ireland  :  you  are  fully  able  to  deftroy  them,  for 
'*  they  are  weak  and  timid.     You  are  juftly  entitled  to  all 
'  the  lands  now  poflefTed  by  thern,/0r  no  length  of  time  can 

*  warrant  their  retention  of  them.     You  have  endured/* 

*  centuries  of  calamity,  of  fruit  lef struggles  and  tenacious  op- 
1  preffion.     Great  Britain,  employed  fully  in  the  prefent 

*  war  with  France,  is  unable  to  protect  her  cohny  of  mur- 

*  derers  and  robbers.  Now  is  your  time  for  (haking  off  the 
'  Englifh  yoke.     You  have   revenge  to  gratify,  and  the 

*  recovery  of  your  Property  -will  be  your  reward  :   the  de- 
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ftrucVion  of  the  Englilh  invaders  will  be  the  certain  ccn-- 
fequence  of  your  attempt  to,lliake  off  your  chains.  I 
lately  heard  a  pwpofal  made  In  the  Britijh  Parliament  ut- 
terly to  extirpate  you  !  nit  to  leave  a  Rohilla  (that  isy  a 
Tribe)  of  you  living1.  The  Englim  are  Heretics,  with 
whom  it  would  be, impious  for  you,  by  the  principles  of 
your  holy  Religion,  to  affociate,  or  fraternize.  Your 
Bifhops  are  men  of  the  greateft  piety,,  humanity,  and 
learning,  particularly  the  Right  Reverend  Father  HuJJey, 
your  Bifhop  of  Waterford :  you  have  all  read  his  pious 
PaHor-al  Letter,  fully  ftating  your  opprcjfisn  by  a  handful 
of  Heretics )  not  a  tenth,  nay  not  an  hundredth  part  of  you 
in  number.  Unfurl  your  facred  banners,  as  your 
brethren  the  late  fupprefled  Irifh  martyrs  did  ;  they 
marched  under  facred  green  banners,  with  a  white  crofs 
and  reverfed  crown  floating  in  the  midft  :  you  ought  to 
have  all  joined  in  that  holy  war,  though  you  did  not, 
from  an  ill-grounded  timidity  ;  confequently  the  Here- 
tics were  victorious.  Yet  i  advife  you  to  forget  your 
revenge,  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of  recovering  yourlands^ 
and  to  give  yourfelves  up  into  the  hands  of  the  Englijh 
Heretics  by  agreeing  to  an  Incorporating  Union  with 
Great  Britain  !' 


How  far  fuch  arguments  are  likely  to  fucceed  with 
Irim  Romanifts  in  promoting  an  Union  ;  and  how  far 
the  Author  intended  they  fhuuld  fucceed,  I  leave  to  thq 
judgment  of  the  reader. 

I  (hall  now  proceed,  purfuant  to  my  original  purpofe, 
to  make  a  few  fhort  remarks  on  fome  pamphlets  which 
have  been  publKhed  in  England,  on  the  fubject  of  an 
Incorporating  Union,  as  the  fubftance  of  Speeches  made 
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m  fcothHoufes  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  by  mefh  of  greaf 
rank,  and  in  high  offices  in  Britain.  My  remarks  mail 
be  confined  to  fuch  parts  of  their  Speeches,  as  relate  ttf 
the  two  great  claffes  of  Ifiih'  population^  to  wit,  thofe  of 
Proteftants  and  Romanics. 

Obfen-a-  I  will  begin  with  a  pamphlet  entitled;  '  The  Speech  of 
^ph™,*'  Lorii  Mint*  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  April  it,  1799,' 
entitled,  becaufe  his  LordfhiJ)  has  cohfumed  fixteen  pages,  beginning 
Speech  of  at  page  66,  and  ending  with  page  82  *  in  arguing  for  the 
to°,r  in  the  r^^>  as  ne  ftyles  it>  of  Irijh  Rymanifls  to  j>olitical  equality 


Lord?  °f  wlt^  Irifo  Proteftants*  He  ftyles  their  exclufion  from 
April  ii,  Parliament,  and  from  about  thirty  of  the  great  offices  of 
the  State;  fuch  as  thofe  of  Viceroy,  of  Lord  Chancellor,  of 
Judges,  and  of  General  in  Chief,  &c.  the  prefent  humi- 
liating and  degrading  exclufan  bf  fbe  Cathblic  part  of  the 
Irijh  nation;  throughout  ftyling  Irifh  Romanics,  Catholics  , 
not  Romanics,  or  Roman  Catholics,  excluding  Proteft- 
ants from  all  title  to  Catholicity  >  though  ^hriftians  :  he  dates 
himfelf  to  be  a  warm  friend  to  the  meafure  of  an  Union> 
principally  on  account  of  its  meliorating  the  condition^ 
and  extinguifhing  the  drfcontents  of  a  great  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  by  providing  for  the  juft  claims 
of  the  Catholic  Irijh,  by  an  explicit  article  of  the  treaty  it- 
felf*  And  he  ftates  a  very  curious  dilemma,  entirety 
founded  on  the  affumed  pojition^  that  Irijh  Romanics  bav<* 
aj'uft  right  to  •political  equality  with  Pfstejlants  ;  which  af- 
fumption  his  Lordlhip,  who  feems  to  be  an.  expert  lo- 
gician, muft  know  to  be  petitio  princlpii.  The  dilemma- 
is  thus  :  <Proteftant  afcendancy  in  Ireland  cannot  be  fop- 
'  ported  without  derogating  from  what  may  appear  to  be 
<  a  natural  right  of  the  Catholic  :'  (in  many  other  places 
he  "pofitively  affcrts  it  to  be  his  right.)  «  Catholics  can-* 

<  not 
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*  not  be  fupported    in  their  claim  of  equality,  without 

*  transferring  to  them  that  afcendancy,  which  equality  of 

*  rights   mud   draw  to  the  larger  body  ;  this  muft  ex- 
4  pofe  the  Protellants  to  danger,  who  ought    to  be   pro- 
<  te&ed  :    and  Ireland  in    its    prefent    fituation  will   be 
'  gored  by  one  or  ,other  of  the  horns  of  this  dilemma.' 
He  ftyles  the  Iriih  Proteftant  afcendancy  a  (  monopoly  op- 

*  pofed   to  common    right,  that   is,    to  the    right  of  Ro- 
s  manifts   to    political   equality.'     His   JLordfhip,  being 
aware  of  His  Majeily's  Coronation  Oath,  and  the  Treaty 
of  Union  between  England  and  Scotland  ;  of  both  which 
he  was  too  cautious  in  direct  terms  to  recommend  the 
violation  ;    exprefles   himfelf  thus :    '  I  do  not  fee  how 

*  the  jus   tcrtii,  as   it  may  be   called,  of  England,  can 
'  affe&  the  relative   claims  of    thefe  two   Irifh  nations 
'  (Proteflants  and  RomanifLs),  or  of  thefe  two  parts  of 
'  the  Iri(h  nation  ;  and  therefore  I   might  have  thought 
4  it  difficult  to  aflign  a  fufficient  reafon,  to  preclude  His 
'  Majefty,   as   fovereign   of    Ireland,    from   concurring 

*  with  his   Irifh  Parliament,    or   even  from  exerting,  in 

*  every  lawful  way,  bis   legitimate   powers,    in  promoting 
(  fuch  weafurcs  as  might  be  calculated  to  place  every  clafs 
4  of  his  Irifh  fubjecls  on  an   equal    footing  as  to  civil 

*  rights,  and  confolidate  thefe  two  hoftile  nations  into 

*  one  peaceable  and  united  family.'     All  this  cautious,  cir- 
cumlocutory, wheedling  argument  is  ufed  by  his  Lord- 
ihip,  to  infmuate,  that  England  has  no  intereft  in  fup- 
porting  the   Irifli  Proteftants  ;  and  that  the  Coronation 
Oath,  and  the  Treaty  of  Union  between  England  and 
Scotland,  ought  not  to  preclude  the  adoption  of  meafures 
tending  to  the  fubvetfion  of  the  prefent  Proteftant  efta« 
blimment  in  Ireland.  His  Lordfhip  propofes  two  methods 
of  effecting  this:  one  through  the  medium  of  the  Irifh  Par- 
liament ; 
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lament  ;  the  other,  through  that  of  the  Kings  prerogative  • 
and  I  wiili  his  Lordfhip  had  condefcended  to  explain,  by 
•what  lawful  exertion  of  the  King's  prerogative,  the 
acts  requiring  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  to  be  taken,  and 
the  Declaration  again  ft  Popery  to  be  repeated  and  fub- 
fcribed,  by  all  Members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
and  by  all  the  great  officers  of  the  State,  can  be  difpenfed 
Tvith,  or  how  thefe  Acts  can  be  repealed  or  altered, 
except  by  Parliament.  The  rejection  of  this  Oath  and 
Declaration  by  Roman  ids,  Is  the  only  bar  to  their  being 
on  an  exact  level  with  Proteftants  as  to  all  civil  rights: 
\vhat  then  can  be  his  Lordfhip's  meaning  in  infinuating 
that  Romanifts  may  be  put  on  an  exact  level  with  Pro- 
teftants, by  His  Majefty's  exerting  in  every  lawful  way 
his  legitimate  powers,  as  contra-diftinguifhed  from  his 
concurrence  with  his  Parliament  ?  Does  he  mean  to 
infinuate  that  His  Majefty  poireffes  a  legitimate  power  to 
difpenfe  writh  the  proviiions  of  Acts  of  Parliament  ? 
And  if  he  does  not,  I  hope  his  Lordihip  will  take  an 
occafion  of  explaining  this  paffage  for  the  fatisfaction  as 
•well  of  Irilh  as  of  Englilh  Proteftants, 

His   Lordmip   proceeds   to   argue,    *  I  cannot  admit 

*  the   afcendancy  of  one  part  of  a   nation  over  another 

*  part  of  the    fame  nation,  to  the   extent,  and  to  the 

*  purpofe  claimed  in  Ireland  (that  is,  the  exclufion  of 

*  Romanifts   from   feats    in   Parliament,    and   from    the 

*  great  offices  of  the  State,  by  the  obligation  of  the  Acts 

*  enjoining  the   taking  of  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  and 

*  ihe  repeating  and  figning  the  Declaration),  as  capable  of 
4  afluming   any   character    deferving    the  denomination 
4  of  right  ;    that  which   is  wrong  on  one  fide,  cannot, 

*  intelligibly  to  me,  become  a  right  in  the  other :  wrong 


*  is  not  a  material  of  which  it  appears  poflible  to  con- 
c  ftruct  right.      The  virtues  of  pofleffion,  prefcription, 

*  or  any  other  limitation  of  time,  which  are  fuppofed  to 
c  cure  the  vices  of  a  bad  title,  are  not  at  all  applicable 

*  to  the  cafe  of  perpetually  fubfifting,  and  as  it  were 
'  renovating  wrongs,  efpecially  fuch  as  affect  the  poli- 

*  tical  rights  of  great  numbers  of  men  ;  inftead  of  con* 

*  verting  right  into  wrong*  they  only  improve  and  for^ 
*'  tify  the  title  of  thofe  who  fuffer,  to  (hake  off  the  in- 
«  jury  on  the  firft  opportunity  that  offers*'     His  LorcU 
(hip  then  ftates,  <  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  not  only 
€  claim  a   participation   in   civil   franchifes  enjoyed  by 

*  their   Proteftant  countrymen,   but   they   fofter  claims 

<  on  the  property  of  Proteftants,  the   prefent  pofleflion 
'  of  which    they  treat   as   mere  ufurpation.'      He   then 
gives  a  fling,   in  the  true  French  tafte,  againft  the  af* 
piring   character  of  all  Churches,  as   he  was  obliged  to 
admit    that    fuch    was  the  character    of    the    Rdmifh 
Church.     With  a  good  deal  of  caution   he  infmuates, 
that   titles  to  lands,  or  any  thing  elfe,  by  prefcription, 
are  not  the  beft  ;  and  that  all  titles  of  Irifh  Proteftants, 
either  to  afcendancy  in  political  power,  or  to  property, 
are  by  prefcription.     The  firft  he  abfolutely  condemns, 
as  continuations  of  wrong  ;  with  refpect  to  the  other, 
the  titles  to  landed  property,  he  only  '  hints  a  flaw,  and 

<  hejitates  de/eft! 

Notwithftanding  all  this  argument  for  the  juftice  of  the 
claims  of  Irifh  Romanifts  to  political  equality,  and  after 
ftating,  'that  their  profpect  of  obtaining  it  by  the  Treaty 

*  of  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  is  his  prin- 

*  cipal  reafon  for  approving  that  meafure  ;  and  after  dif- 

*  tinguifhing  the  twoclafles  of  I rifti  Proteftants  and  Ro- 
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«  manifh  by  an  Eaft  Indian  term  of  different  cafts  :  and 

*  ftating,  that  they  are  inflamed  againft  each   other  by 

*  mutual  hatred,    whofe  motives  are   irreconcilable,  its 

<  character  bitter,  malignant,  and  implacable  ;  that  the 

<  fovereign  caft  of  Irifhmen  (that  is,  Proteftants)  claim 

*  their  fovereignty  as  of  right,  and  ground  it  on  an  old 

*  title  of  conqueft,  confirmed,  as  they  contend,  by  pofTeflion, 
'  acquiefcence,  and  prefcription :'  and  after  drawing  all 
this  picture  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  and  in  the  middle  of 
all  his  laboured  argument  of  the  right  of  Irifh  Romanifts 
to  political  equality,  his  Lordmip  makes  the  following  in- 
genuous confeflion :   <  I  certainly  pretend  to  no  credit  on 
'•  fuch  points  from  pcrfonal  knowledge  or  inquiry.    I  fhould 

*  wifh,  therefore,  to  qualify  any  thing  that  may  appear 
'  rafh  or  peremptory,  in  what  I  hazard  on  fuch  a  fubjecl, 

*  by  avowing  that  degree  of  diffidence  in  my  own  views, 

*  which  may  be  thought  becoming  with  regard  to  fa&s, 

*  which  though  attefted,  I  think,  fatisfa&ority  by  others, 
1  have  not  fallen  under  my  own  obfervation.'     It  is  fin- 
cerely  to  be  wifhed,  that  his  Lordmip,  confefling  his  own 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  had  been  lefs  rafh  and 
peremptory,  and  had  not  hazarded  fo  much  on  the  (late  of 
Ireland,  and  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  claims  of  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts to  political  equality  (though,  as  his  Lordmip  ex- 
prefles  himfelf,  he  could  not  help  fympathizing  with  them,  and 
confequently  with  all  the  members  of  Oppofition  both  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  and  with  all  the  Jacobins  in 
both  kingdoms,  who  have  repeatedly  proclaimed  a  fimilar 
fympathy),  becaufe  his  Lordmip  being  a  great  diplomatic 
character,  and  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Britifh  Go- 
vernment, does  no  fmall  mifchief  to  that  very  Government, 
in  advancing  and  openly  patronizing  principles  fubverfive, 
not  only  of  theliifh  C.onftitution,  but  if  the  Britijh  alfo,  as 

i  I  hope 
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I  hope  to  make  evident,  and  that  too  without  any  necef- 
fity  whatfoever  for  the  promulgation  of  fuch  do&rines  ; 
which,  fo  far  from  being  favourable  to  an  Incorporating 
Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  tend  to  render  the 
accomplifliment  of  that  great  meafure  more  difficult,  per- 
haps impracticable  :  and  it  is  the  more  to  be  lamented, 
when  it  is  confidered,  that  the  meafure  can  be  fupported 
by  irrefragable  arguments  of  fignal  public  advantage, 
without  reforting  to  fuch  fallacious  and  pernicious  prin- 
ciples and  doctrines. 

I  have  been  diligent  in  my  inquiries  reflecting  Lord 
Minto,  as  I  have  not  the  honour  of  the  flighted  perfonal 
acquaintance  with  his  Lordfhip.  From  the  information 
I  have  received,  I  find  that  he  is  a  Scotch  gentleman  of 
family,  and  before  his  advancement  to  the  Peerage,  he  was 
known  by  the  name  and  title  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart, 
and  had  been  for  a  time  Viceroy  of  Corfica  :  he  had  con* 
traded  a  great  intimacy  with  Mr,  Edmund  Burke,  the 
great  Irifh  apodle  of  Popery  already  mentioned.  He  ap- 
pears by  the  pamphlet  I  am  now  commenting  upon,  to  be 
a  perfon  of  learning  and  fagacity  :  his  abilities  ftand  con- 
fefled  by  his  being  intruded  by  the  Britifh  Government 
with  the  execution  of  commiffions  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance, and  with  the  mod  honourable  embafiies  :  his 
fervices  to  his  King  and  Country  have  raifed  him  to  the 
Britifh  Peerage.  In  this  pamphlet  he  has  collected  the 
mod  powerful  arguments,  which  have  been  urged,  either 
in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  in  favour  of  an  Incorporating 
Union  of  the  two  countries,  and  difpofed  them  in  admi- 
rable order :  .though  little  is  urged  in  it,  which  had  not 
been  already  laid  before  the  public  j  yet  the  arguments  are 
digefted  in  fo  perfpicuous  and  connected  a  feries,  and  dif- 
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pofedof  with  fo  much  judgment,  that  it  may  be  faid  w 
comprize  in  itfelf  all  the  merit  of  all  preceding  publica- 
tions on  the  fubjeft  :  I  think  it  a  very  valuable  perform- 
ance. With  thefe  ideas  of  it,  I  felt  great  pain  on  reading 
the  paflages  I  have  quoted.  The  rank  and  ability  of  the 
writer,  and  the  excellent  reafoning  contained  in  the  other 
parts  of  it,  rendered  a  refutation  of  thefe  exceptionable 
paragraphs  and  their  doctrines  a  work  of  imperious  ne- 
ceffity.  Such  are  my  only  reafon,  and  my  only  excufe, 
for  entering  the  lifts  of  argument  with  fo  great  and  fo 
refpe6table  a  character  as  his  Lordmip,  though  I  am  as 
fincere  a  friend  to  the  meafure  of  an  Incorporating  Union 
as  his  Lordfhip. 

All  his  Lordfhip's  arguments  in  favour  of  the  claims  of 
the  Irifh  Romanifts  to  political  equality  are  founded  on 
this  one  pofition,  that  they  are  entitled  to  that  equality  fy 
common  right.  Common  right,  in  the  ufual  acceptation 
of  the  word,  means  the  common  law  of  the  land:  but  I 
prefume  his  Lordfhip  means  it  in  a  more  extendfd  fenfe, 
and  that  he  means  a  right  founded  on  the  immutable  rules 
of  reafon  and  juftice.  If  this  pofition  is  overturned,  his 
Lordlhip's  whole  argument  falls  with  it :  it  therefore  de- 
mands examination.  The  rights  of  mankind  in  political 
focieties  are  twofold,  natural  and  political:  the  firft  are 
born  with  a  man,  he  becomes  entitled  to  them  the  mo- 
ment of  his  birth  ;  but  as  man  is  a  focial  animal,  and  as 
the  human  race  cannot  fubfift  but  in  fociety,  he  becomes 
entitled  to  them  with  this  limitation,  that  the  enjoyment 
of  them  is  to  be  regulated  by  that  fociety  of  which  he  is 
born  a  member,  whilft  he  continues  one  of  that  fociety. 
The  fociety  may  eftablifh  certain  rules  for  its  own  pre- 
fervation,  and  without  which  it  cannot  fubfift,  reftraining 
4  and 
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and  modifying  the  full  exercife  of  what  are  called  natural 
rights,  in  cafes  where  the  full  exercife  of  natural  rights 
would  endanger  the  exifterice  or  fecurity  of  the  fociety  ; 
and  regulations  for  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  natural  rights 
thus  modified.  To  thefe  rules  and  regulations  all  mem- 
bers of  all  political  focieties  muft  fubmit ;  and  all  the  be- 
nefits men  enjoy  under  thefe  laws  are  their  political  rights. 
In  fact,  mankind's  political  rights,  are  their  natural  rights 
modified,  and  their  enjoyment  fecured,  by  the  laws  of 
fociety.  Natural  rights  are  immutable  ;  modifications  of 
them  by  the  laws  of  fociety  are  various,  in  the  various  fo- 
cieties of  mankind  on  the  face  of  the  globe  ;  and  hence 
they  are  ftyled  political  rights  as  diftinguiftied  from  na- 
tural. The  laws  of  each  fociety  have  been  originally 
framed  on  the  confent  of  the  majority  of  the  community, 
either  tacit  or  exprefs  :  general  acquiefcence  implies  tacit 
confent  :  actual  compact,  as  is  the  cafe  in  fome  focieties, 
is  exprefs  confent.  Thefe  rules  have  been  altered  in  fo- 
cieties at  times  by  tyranny  and  ufurpation.  In  the  Bri- 
tiih  Empire,  the  common  law  is  that  fyftem  of  law  which 
is  eftabliihed  by  tacit  confent  for  ages :  the  ftatute  law  is 
that  fyftem  of  law  which  iseftablifhed  by  confent  or  agree- 
ment of  the  members.  In  great  or  even  confiderable  em- 
pires or  governments,  it  is  utterly  impracticable  to  collect 
the  opinions  of  all  the  members  of  the  fociety  taken  by  the 
poll,  on  any  public  meafure  :  fuch  an  attempt  would  tend 
to  inevitable  confufion  and  diflblution  of  the  fociety  ;  be- 
eaufe  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  in  all  States,  fubfifting 
by  bodily  labour,  are  ignorant,  and  incapable  in  general  of 
forming  correct  opinions  on  great  and  momentous  poli- 
tical queftions.  By  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  generally  and 
defervedly  efteemed  the  very  eflence  of  political  wifdom, 
the  method  of  collecting  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of 
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the  nation,  for  the  purpofe  of  ena&ing  new  laws,  or  al- 
tering or  abrogating  the  old  ones,  is  partly  by  the  votes  of 
the  majority  of  a  certain  clafs  of  great  and  diftinguifhed 
perfonages  eminent  for  their  dignity  and  property  :  but 
chiefly  by  the  votes  of  the  majority  of  Reprefentatives 
chofen  by  the  people,  and  aflembled  in  general  Council  or 
Parliament  :  thefe  Reprefentatives,  though  they  reprefent 
the  whole  body  or  mafs  of  the  people,  yet  are  not  eleded 
by  the  majority  of  votes  of  the  people  of  each  diftrift 
reckoned  by  the  poll,  but  by  their  property :  and  one 
twentieth  part  of  the  people  at  large  are  not  qualified,  by 
their  property,  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  their  Reprefenta- 
tives in  Parliament  either  in  England  or  Ireland. 

What  Lord  Minto  ftyles  the  fovereignty  of  the  Pro-' 
teftants  in  Ireland  over  the  Irifh  Romanifts  confifts  in  this: 
that  Proteftants  are  capable  of  fitting  in  Parliament,  and 
of  filling  about  thirty  of  the  great  offices  of  the  State,  to 
•which  the  exercife  of  the  fupreme  Executive  Power  is 
intrufted  :  and  the  Romanifts  exclude  themfelves  from 
thefe  two  capacities  by  rejecting  the  Oath  of  Supremacy 
and  Declaration,  as  already  mentioned  :  both  which  the 
Proteftants  take  and  fubfcribe  on  being  admitted  into  Par- 
liament, or  into  any  of  thefe  offices.  In  every  other  par- 
ticular there  is  a  perfect  equality  of  political  privileges  at 
prefent  between  Irifh  Proteftants  and  Romanifts.  The 
Irifh  Proteftants  maintain  that  the  aforefaid  exclufion  of 
Irifh  Romanifts  (which  his  Lordfhip  is  pleafed  to  ftyle 
Proteftant  Sovereignty  and  Monopoly  ;  terms  learned  in 
the  ScholaBurkeianajhad  its  origin  in  political  right,  and  in 
the  very  firft  of  political  rights,  to  wit,  that  of  the  State  to 
preferve  its  own  exiftence,  and  independence  of  all  foreign 
jurifdidlions :  and  whatever  afcendancy  (ftyled  by  his 
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Lordfhip  Sovereignty)  this  exclufion  has  conferred  on 
Irifh  Proteftants,  they  claim  the  fame,  not,  as  his  Lordfhip 
very  erreneoufly  fuppofes,  on  the  title  of  conqueft,  of  ac- 
quiefcence  or  prefcription  ;  but  on  the  ftatute  law  of  the 
land,  enacted  both  in  England  and  Ireland.  And  I  cannot 
fufficiemly  exprefs  my  amazement  at  this  very  extraor- 
dinary miflake  of  his  Lordfhip,  a  great  diplomatic  cha- 
racter, and  fuppofed  to  be  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
the  laws  of  his  country  ! 

The  exclufion  of  Romanifts  from  all  public  offices  in 
England  and  Ireland,  commenced  with  the  operation  of 
the  Statute  which  enacts  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  and 
which  was  enacted  in  England  in  the  firft,  and  in  Ire- 
land in  the  fecond  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth:  and  all 
accefs  to  fuch  offices  in  England  has  been  doubly  barred, 
as  againft  Romanifts,  by  the  Teft  and  Corporation  Acts. 
(See  Appendix,  No.  3.)  In  Ireland  thefe  two  Acts, 
there  alfo  enacted,  have  been  with  great  precipitancy, 
hot  to  fay  want  of  political  wifdom,  repealed  in  1793; 
except  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  great  offices  of  the  State 
already  mentioned.  The  exclufion  of  Romanifts  from 
feats  in  Parliament,  ariiing  from  the  Oath  of  Supremacy 
and  Declaration,  took  place  in  England  by  the  operation 
of  the  Statute  cf  the  3cth  of  Charles  the  Second,  chap.  2j 
and  the  doors  of  Parliament  were  further  barred  againft 
them  in  England  by  the  Statute  of  the  ift  of  George 
the  Firft,  chap.  13,  both  which  Statutes  are  yet  unre- 
pealed:  they  were  both  enacted  foon  after  in  Ireland. 
By  thefe  Statutes,  to  prevent  crude  innovations  in  Re- 
ligion and  Government,  it  is  enacted,  that  no  Membe,r 
fhall  fit  or  vote  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  till  he 
hath,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Houfe,  taken  the  Oaths  of 
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Supremacy,  Allegiance,  and  Abjuration  ;  and  repeated 
and  fubfcribed  the  Declaration  againftTranfubftantiation* 
Invocation  of  Saints,  and  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs.  (See 
Englifh  Statutes,  and  ift  Blackftone's  Commentaries, 
p.  158,  octavo  edition.)  By  the  22d  article  of  the 
Union  of  England  and  Scotland,  all  Scotch  Members  are 
obliged  to  take  the  fame  Oaths,  and  fubfcribe  the  fame 
Declaration :  and  in  the  A£t  ratifying  the  Treaty  of 
Union  of  England  and  Scotland  two  Acts  of  the  re- 
fpeclive  Parliaments  of  the  two  nations  are  recited,  the 
one  providing  for  the  perpetual  eftabli  foment  and  main- 
tenance of  the  Prefbyterian  Church  in  Scotland,  the 
other  for  the  perpetual  eftablilhment  and  maintenance 
of  the  Church  of  England,  in  England,  Wales,  Ireland, 
and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed :  and  thefe  two 
Acts  are  therein  declared  to  he  fundamental  and  efTential 
conditions  of  that  Union.  (See  Defoe's  Hiftory  of  the 
Union  of  England  and  Scotland,  from  page  557  to  562, 
and  the  Englifh  Statutes.)  How  then  can  hisLordfiiip 
maintain  that  the  exclufion  of  Irifh  Romanifts  from 
Parliament,  and  the  aforefaid  offices,  which  he,  adopting 
the  phrafeology  of  his  Gamaliel,  Mr.  Edmund  Burke, 
is  pleafed  to  ftyle  Proteftant  Sovereignty,  Afcendancy, 
and  Monopoly,  is  a  wrong  ;  and  its  continuance  a  con- 
tinuance of  wrong?  He  muft  mean,  that  it  is  a  reftriclion 
of  the  natural  rights  of  man,  which  is  not  required  by 
that  firft  of  political  objects,  the  fafety  and  prefervation 
of  the  State;  or  that  it  is  not  conformable  to  the  opinions 
of  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  community,  and 
therefore  unjuft.  As  to  the  firft,  I  have  already  proved, 
that  Romanifts,  from  their  religious  doctrines,  ought 
not  to  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  any  portion 
of  the  Sovereignty  of  a  Proteftant  State  \  and  that  they 

fhould 


jfhould  be  excluded  from  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, both  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  becaufe  it  would 
be  highly  injurious,  and  perhaps,  in  Ireland,  deftruftive 
to  the  State  to  admit  them;  and  confequently  that  it  is 
no  wrong  to  exclude  them.  If  their  exclufion  is  a 
wrong  in  Ireland,  it  muft  be  a  wrong  in  Great  Britain ; 
for  the  principles  of  natural  juftice  are  immutable,  and 
not  variable  by  the  circumftance  of  their  being  more 
numerous  in  Ireland  than  in  Great  Britain.  What  is 
right  or  wrong  in  this  particular  in  the  one  country, 
muft  be  right  or  wrong  in  the  other.  Their  exclufion  in 
Ireland  is  more  requifite  than  in  Great  Britain,  on  account 
of  their  greater  numbers  in  the  former  country,  and  their 
claims  to  all  the  landed  property  in  the  hands  of  Pro- 
teftants,  the  poffeffion  of  which,  his  Lordfhip  flares, 
they  confider  as  ufurpation :  and  Dr.  Troy,  as  before 
mentioned,  ftates,  that  they  confider  the  Proteftant 
Eftablifhment  an  ufurpation.  Thefe  circumftances  ren- 
der their  elevation  in  Ireland  more  dangerous  than  in 
Creat  Britain,  and  their  exclufion  in  the  former  country 
more  juft  and  reafonable. 

If  his  Lordfhip  thinks  the  exclufion  of  Romanifts 
from  Parliament  and  the  great  offices  of  the  State  a 
wrong,  he  muft  think  that  all  the  great  ftatefmen  iu 
Britain  and  Ireland,  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  were  workers  of  iniquity  ; 
and  all  the  Statutes  enacted  fmce,  refpe&ing  Romanifts, 
public  wrongs ;  he  muft  think  King  James  the  Second 
was  perfectly  juftifiable  in  endeavouring  to  remedy  this 
wrong;  the  glorious  King  William  the  Third  an 
ufurper;  and  all  who  aflifted  in  the  Revolution  of  1688 
Rebels.  His  Lordfhip  declares  it  to  be  his  warmefl 

wifh 
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wifh  to  eftablifh  Irifh  Romanifts  in  an  equality  of  civil 
rights  with  Irifh  Proteftants  ;  King  James  the  Second; 
profefled  nothing  more.  He  profeffed  fimilar  defigns  in 
England.  His  attempts  to  carry  thefe  defigns  into  exe- 
cution, both  in  England  and  Ireland,  coft  hioi  his 
crown,  and  configned  him  and  his  lucklefs  progeny  to 
perpetual  exile. 


His  Lordfliip  cannot  arraign  the  aforefaid  Statutes  of 
injufiice  in  excluding  Romanifts,  on  the  principle  that 
they  are  not  conformable  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
ef  the  Iriih  nation:  for,  waving  the  argument  of  the 
fuperior  number  by  the  poll  of  the  Proteftants  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  taken  together,  over  the  Romanifts, 
and  considering  Ireland  a  difttrxStand  independent  nation 
(which  it  is  not),  let  his  Lordflup's  principle  be  examined 
by  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  :  by  that  cooftitu- 
lion,  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  are  elected  by  the 
People,  reckoned,  not  by  their  numbers  by  the  poll, 
but  by  their  property  :  thirty  -nine  parts  out  of  forty  of 
Irifh  property  are  in  the  hands  of  Irifh  Protefl-.a»ts> 
confequently  the  conftitutional  power  of  election  is 
ppflefFed  by  the  Irifh  Proteftants,  though  Romanifts  now 
enjoy  the  elcclive  franchife,  as  well  as  Proteftants  :  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  fo  elected,  together  with  the  Lords 
and  the  Monarch,  have  ena6led  thefe  Statutes,  by  the 
operation  of  which  Romani-fts  are  excluded  ;  that  is,, 
they  were  enacted  by  the  true  legitimate  Sovereign 
Power  of  the  State.  The  very  capacity  of  fitting  ir» 
Parliament  and  enjoying  public  offices  is  a  political; 
right,  merely  arifing  from  the  inftitutions  of  civil  fa-> 
ciety,  and  may  juftly  be  withheld  or  abridge^  by  the* 
fupreme  eanftitutional  power  o£  that  fociety^  when  it 

deems. 


-deems  the  exertion  of  its  authority  in  fuch  particulars 
conducive  to  the  well-being  of  the  State.  With  what 
propriety  or  truth  can  his  Lordfhip  then  maintain,  that 
the  exclufion  of  Romanifts  from  certain  political  fitu- 
ations,  effected  by  the  operation  of  Statutes  enacted 
by  Parliament,  afTembled  purfuant  to  the  principles  of 
the  Conftitution,  is  a  wrong,  and  an  unjuft  invafion  of 
their  natural  rights  ?  It  is  a  pofition  not  to  be  fupported 
1>y  reafon  or  argument ! 


I  truft  I  have  fairly  lopped  off  the  firft  horn  of  his 
Lordfhip's  dilemma,  to  wit,  that  exclufion  of  Irifh 
Romanifts  cannot  be  fupported,  and  confequent  Pro- 
teftant  afcendancy  maintained,  without  violation  of  the 
natural  rights  of  the  Irifli  Romanifts,  and  continuation 
of  the  injuftice.  I  have  reduced  his  two-horned  bug- 
bear to  an  unicorn;  and  I  will  preferve  the  remaining 
horn,  to  wit,  that  the  exclufion  of  Irifli  Romanifts  can- 
not be  repealed,  and  their  claims  acceded  to,  without  detri- 
ment to  the  Proteftant  Eftablifhment  in  Ireland,  to  gore 
and  lacerate  (to  ufe  his  own  words)  the  remainder  of  his 
Lordfhip's  argument  with  :  nay  more,  I  will  fliarpen. 
this  horn,  and  prove,  that  the  admiffion  of  Irifh  Roman- 
ifts  into  Parliament  and  the  great  offices  of  the  State, 
would,  in  the  event  of  an  Incorporating  Union  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  taking  place,  be  fubverfive  of  the 
Conftitution  of  the  Empire  in  general  ;  and  that  the 
publication  and  fupport  of  fuch  a  project  by  great  Mi- 
nifters  of  State  are  very  likely  to  difmcline  the  real 
friends  of  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  as 
well  in  Great  Britain  as  Ireland,  to  the  meafure  of  an 


However, 
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However,  before  I  begin  to  ufe  the  horn,  it  is  not  im- 
proper to  take  notice,  that  his  Lordfliip  has  infmuated 
that  Irifh  Proteftants  hold  their  eftates  under  the  titles 
of  Conqueft  or  Prefcription.  Conqueft  is  in  general  a 
title  founded  on  wrong;  and  the  title  by  Prefcription: 
his  Lordfhip  endeavours  to  difcredit.  I  am  extremely 
forry  to  be  obliged  to  obferve,  that  his  Lordfhip  here 
manifefts  much  want  of  knowledge  of  the  real  fituation 
and  circumftances  of  Ireland,  and  that  his  Gamaliel 
has  led  him  again  into  a  grofs  error.  If  any  eftates  in 
Ireland  can  at  this  day  be  faid  to  be  enjoyed  under  the 
title  of  Conqueft,  they  muft  be  fuch  as  were  acquired  by 
the  firft  Britifh  adventurers  in  Ireland  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Second.  His  acquifition  of  Ireland  cannot 
properly  be  called  a  Conqueft  ;  for  though  he  arrived  in 
Ireland  at  the  head  of  an  army,  the  whole  Irifli  nation, 
as  I  before  obferved,  fubmitted,  and  fwore  fealty  to  him, 
and  chofe  him  for  their  Monarch,  without  putting  him 
to  the  neceflity  of  ftriking  a  blow.  Of  the  great 
eftates  acquired  by  his  followers,  fome  were  gained,  not 
by  force,  but  by  lawful  conveyance  and  fucceffion  :  fuch 
was  that  of  Richard  de  Clare,  Earl  of  Chepftow,  fur- 
named  Strongbow,  who  married  the  only  daughter  and 
child  of  the  King  of  Leinfter,  and  became  in  her  right 
entitled  to  a  vaft  territory  in  that  province,  in  which  he 
fettled  a  great  number  of  his  vaiTals;  and  which  always, 
till  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  was  the  moft  confiderable 
feat  of  the  Englifh  Colony  in  Ireland,  and  great  part  of 
it  was  called  the  Pale,  or  the  Territory  governed  by 
Englifh  Laws.  However,  whether  the  firft  Englifh 
adventurers  gained  their  eftates  by  the  fword,  or  other- 
wife,  I  apprehend  to  be  at  this  day  of  little  confequence? 
for  there  is  fcarce  remaining  a  fmgle  eftate  in  this  king- 
dom 


dom  which  is  not  held  by  titles  derived  from  Elizabeth, 
or  her  fucceflbrs,  by  Patents,  Acts  of  Parliament,  or  other 
good  and  fufficient  conveyances.  And  it  might  be  faid, 
with  more  reafon,  that  all  the  great  families  in  England, 
rnoft  of  whom  yet  retain  their  Norman  furnames,  and 
whofe  anceftors  obtained  eftates  in  the  reign  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  held  thefe  eftates  by  Conqueft.  For 
the  acquifition  of  England  by  William  preceded  the  ac- 
quifition of  Ireland  by  Henry  only  by  one  century; 
and  a  much  greater  proportion  of  perfons  in  Ireland, 
poflefling  landed  eftates,  have  old  Irifh  furnames,  than 
perfons  of  the  fame  defcription  in  England,  who  have 
Saxon,  or  old  Britifti  furnames. 

The  insinuation,  that  many  Irifli  Proteftants  derive 
the  titles  of  their  eftates  from  prefcription,  is  equally 
groundlefs.  After  the  firft  acquifition  of  Ireland  by 
the  English  Crown,  there  does  not  feem  to  have  b&en 
any  very  great  influx  of  Englifti  into  Ireland  for  feme 
centuries.  The  civil  wars  of  York  and  Lancafter 
drew  out  of  Ireland  moft  of  the  great  Engiifti  families 
which  had  fettled  in  it,  together  with  their  vaflals,  and 
moft  of  them  perifhed  in  that  unhappy  concert.  The 
greater  part  of  the  remainder  of  the  Englifti  Colony 
adopted  the  barbarous  Irifti  cuftoms,  and  degenerated 
into  Irifti  barbarians.  After  the  acceflion  of  Elizabeth, 
the  Earl  of  Defmond,  a  great  and  powerful  Nobleman  in 
Munfter,  of  Englifli  extraction,  rebelled  againft  her; 
{he  fubdued  him,  and  all  his  vaft  pofTeflions  were  for- 
feited to  the  Crown:  fhe  granted  them  to  a  confiderable 
colony  of  Englifti  fettlers.  The  great  and  formidable 
Rebellion  of  the  Earl  of  Tyrone  broke  out  afterwards 
in  her  reign :  he  poftefTed,  by  himfelf  or  his  vaflals, 

almoft 


almoft  the  whole  province  of  Ulfter.     The  Queen,  after 
a  long,  expenfive,  and  deftru&ive  war,  which  defolated 
the  country,  completely  vanquifhed  him,  but  died  before 
{he  could  reap  the  fruits  of  her  victory.     Her  fucceflbt, 
James  the  Firft,  employed  his  whole  reign  in  improving 
the  nation;  he  divided   part  of.  the  lands  forfeited  in 
this  Rebellion,  and  another  which  followed  clofe  on  its 
heels,  among  Englifh  and  Scotch  fettlers,  and  his  loyal 
Irifli  Proteflant  fubjeds,  and  the  reft  he  parcelled  out 
among  the  native  Irifli.     His  fon,  Charles  the  Firft, 
followed  his  example  ;  and  a  great  part  of  the  Irifh  na- 
tion, which  held  their  lands  by  prefcription,  furrendered 
them  to  the  Crown,  and  pafTed  patents  for  them,  con- 
forming  to    the    Englifh    law    of   tenures,    either    in 
capite  or  focage.   When  Cromwell  had  reduced  the  Irifli 
Rebels,  he  divided  the  lands  forfeited  by  the  Rebellion 
among  the  foldiers,  adventurers,  and  loyal  Irifli  Pro- 
teftants.     Such  of  his  grants  as  ftill  fubfift,  and  a  large 
portion  of  Ireland  is  held  under  them,  were  confirmed 
immediately  after  the  Reftoration,  by  the  Acts  of  Settle- 
ment  and  Explanation.     The  forfeitures  of  the  Rebels 
in  the  reign  of  King  William  have  been  alfo  difpofed 
of  by  patents  among  the  King's  loyal  fubjedls.     And  all 
thefe  eflates,  imce   the  original   grants  of  them,  have 
been  conveyed  over  and  over  again,  for  valuable  confi- 
derations,  by  family  fettlements,  and  by  purchafes,  in- 
fomuch  that  there  is  fcarcely  one  eftate   in  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  Ireland  held  by  the  title  of  prefcription;  the 
original  grants  of  them  all  can  be  produced,  or  are  recited* 
in  the  different  conveyances.     But  if  they  were  held  by 
prefcription,  as  his   Lordfhip  erroneouily    fuppofes,  a 
poiTefiion    of    two  hundred    years   from    the    reign   of 
Elizabeth  ;  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  at  leaft,  from  the 

reigns 


reigns  -of  Jauies  and  Charles;  of  neat  an  hundred  and. 
fifty  from  the  time  of  Cromwell  ;  and  of  upwards  of 
one  hundred  fmce  the  laft  forfeitures  in  the  reign  of 
King  William,  would  conftitute  a  good  title  to  the 
|>refent  pofTefTors  by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, which  make  fixty  years  undifturbed  pofteffion  a 
good  title,  and  a  bar  in  a  writ  of  right. 

As  a  confiderable  part  of  the  landed  eftates  in  the 
pofTeflion  of  Irifli  Proteftants  confifts  of  lands  forfeited 
to  the  Crown  in  the  different  Rebellions  I  have  men- 
tioned,  when  his  Lordfhip  hints  that  Irifh  Proteftants 
derive  their  titles  to  their  eftates  from  Conqueft,  he 
inuft  mean,  that  the  fuppreffion  of  every  Rebellion  is  a 
Conqueft.  The  juft  rights  of  a  conqueror  are  pretty- 
accurately  defined  by  Mr.  Locke,  in  his  Treatife  on 
Government,  but  the  conduct  of  a  conqueror  to  the 
vanquished  is  generally  meafured  by  his  will  and  plea- 
fure;  and  is  the  exercife  of  an  arbitrary  tyranny  over 
their  perfons  and  properties:  and  his  Lordfhip's  view, 
in  infinuating  that  the  titles  of  Irifh  Proteftants  to 
their  eftates  are  founded  in  Conqueft,  feems  to  be,  to 
difparage  Irifh  Proteftants,  as  deriving  their  properties 
from  the  exertions  of  unlawful  violence  and  rapacity  ; 
that  is,  in  plain  Englifh,  that  they  are  the  heirs  of  robbers 
and  plunderers;  as  has,  indeed,  been  already  afferted  by 
the  afrufive  Author  of  *  Conjidcratiens  on  the  State  of  Public 
f  Affairs  in  the  Tear  1799.'  I  never  before  heard  it  in- 
finuated,  that  the  fuppreffion  of  a  Rebellion  was  a 
Conqueft  of  the  nation:  Conqueft  entirely  changes  the 
laws,  conftitution,  and  government  of  a  nation;  but 
the  fuppreffion  of  a  Rebellion,  in  part  of  a  nation 
in  every  Rebellion  a  part  of  a  nation  only  is  en- 
gaged), 
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gaged),  does  not  change  the  laws,  conftitution,  and 
government  of  a  nation  :  it,  on  the  contrary,  efta- 
blifhes  them  all,  and  gives  them  additional  fecurity. 
Are  the  fuppreflions  of  all  the  various  Rebellions  in 
England,  fince  the  acceffion  of  William  the  Firft  to  the 
prefent  day,  to  be  confidered  as  Conquefts  of  England  ? 
And  is  the  fuppreffion  of  every  Rebellion  in  Ireland, 
fince  the  acceffion  of  Henry  the  Second,  to  be  confidered 
as  a  new  Conqueft  of  Ireland  ?  the  very  fuppofition  is 
an  abfurdity.  Rebellion  is  High  Treafon;  its  guilt  and  its 
punifhment  are  accurately  defined  by  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  and  one  part  of  the  punifhment  is 
the  forfeiture  of  the  property  of  Rebels  to  the  Crown  : 
the  Crown  difpofesof  this  forfeited  property  to  its  loyal 
fubje&s,  in  reward  of  their  fervices,  or  for  other  valuable 
confiderations ;  and  the  Grantees  of  the  Crown  hold 
jfuch  property  by  a  legal  title,  not  founded  on  Conqueft, 
but  on  the  known  and  eftablifhed  laws  of  the  land. 
But  whatever  was  his  Lordfhip's  view  in  infmuating 
that  the  Irifh  Proteftants  held  their  eftates  by  the  title 
of  Conqueft,  and  that  the  Irifh  Romanifts,  being  un- 
juftly  difpofTefTed,  had  a  right  to  reclaim  them,  whether 
it  was  to  difparage  or  to  intimidate,  Irifh  Proteftants, 
confcious  of  the  juftice  and  lawfulnefs  of  their  titles, 
and  of  their  own  ftrength  and  courage  to  defend  them 
againft  all  attempts  of  Irifh  Romanifts,  read  fuch  in- 
Cnuations  with  the  moft  perfect  apathy,  as  they  do  all 
his  Lordfhip's  laboured  doubts  refpedling  the  efficacy  of 
a  title  by  prefcription;  and  were  it  not  for  the  high 
refpe6t  I  entertain  for  his  Lordfhip,  I  might  make  ufe 
of  a  harfher  expceffion. 

•*•••'  I  now 


I  now  arm  myfelf  with  the  remaining  horn  of  his 
Lordfhip's  dilemma,  to  wit,  that  the  admiffion  of  Irijh 
Romanics  into  Parliament)  and  to  the  great  executive  offices 
of  the  State,  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Irijh  Proteftants, 
and  would  much  endanger  the  ejlablifhed  Conftitution  in  Ice- 
land. To  render  this  horn  ftill  more  formidable,  I  can 
furnifh  it  with  a  very  ftrong  and  very  fharp  antler,  to 
wit,  that  fuch  admijffion  would)  in  cafe  of  an  Union,  greatly 
endanger  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  and  muft  be  attended  with 
an  Innovation  in  it ;  which,  I  truft,  will  be  reprobated  by 
His  Majefty,  by  the  great  Minifter,  who  now  with  fo  much 
glory  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  the  Nation,  takes  the  lead  in 
the  Britijh  Cabinet ;  and  by  all  the  loyal  Proteflant  inha- 
bitants of  Great  Britain :  and  that,  fo  far  from  promoting 
an  Union,  the  very  propofal  of  fo  dangerous  an  inno- 
vation, muft  throw  the  greateft  impediments  in  the  way 
of  that  moft  falutary  meafure. 

The  danger  of  admitting  Irifh  Romanifts  into  Par- 
liament in  Ireland,  that  is,  into  a  fhare  of  the  fovereign 
authority  of  the  State,  I  have  already  very  fully  ex- 
pofed.  The  appointment  of  a  Romifh  Viceroy  of  Ire- 
land, of  a  Romifh  Lord  Chancellor,  of  Romifh  Judges, 
of  a  Romifh  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army,  and 
the  admiflion  of  Romifh  Peers  and  Commoners  into 
Parliament,  muft  all  tend  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  Irifh 
Proteftant  Eftablifhment,  both  in  Church  and  State; 
this  is  fo  notorious,  that  no  arguments  are  required  to 
prove  it :  it  is  evident  that  fuch  appointments,  and  fuch 
admiflion,  would  of  themfelves  be  a  fubverfion  of  the 
prefent  eftablifhment.  This  horn  without  the  antler  is 
fufficient  to  lacerate  all  his  Lordfhip's  arguments  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

.  Let 
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Let  us  now  fuppofe  that  an  Incorporating  Union  of  the 
two  countries  had  taken  place,  and  that  they  were  con- 
folidated  into  one  body.  If  in  fuch  cafe  Romanifts 
were  to  be  admitted  into  Parliament,  and  to  fill  the 
great  offices  of  the  State,  all  the  laws  enacted  in  England 
againft  Popery,  fmce  the  acceffion  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
muft  be  repealed.  I  will  mention  fome  of  thefe  Acts 
particularly,  that  the  People  of  England  may  clearly  under* 
ftand  the  momentous  and  dangerous  alterations  which  muft  be 
made  In  theErlt'iJh  Conjiitutlon^  which  has  been  improving 
Jrom  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  till 
it  has  attained  its  prefent  unrivalled  excellence  ;  under 
which  the  prefent  generation  and  their  anceftors  for 
two  centuries  have  lived;  and  which  has  defcended  to 
the  People  of  England  during  that  period,  in  fucceflion 
from  father  to  fon,  as  an  inheritance;  if  what  Lord  M  in  to 
ilyles  the  prefent  humiliating  and  degrading  exclujion  of  the 
Catholic  part  of  the  Irijh  nation  fhall  be  done  away,  by  the 
adoption  of  his  fcheme  of  conferring  equal  privileges  on 
them  with  their  fellow-fubje&s,  in  cafe  of  an  Union. 

The  Acl  of  the  ift  of  Elizabeth,  which  enjoins  the 
taking  of  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  by  all  public  officers; 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  ift  of  William  and  Mary,  new- 
modelling  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  and  extending  the 
fphere  of  the  operation  of  the  Acl:  of  Elizabeth  in  refpect 
to  that  Oath,  muft  be  repealed.  The  Acls  of  the  3Oth  of 
Charles  the  Second,  chap.  2,  and  the  ift  of  George  the 
Firft,  chap.  13,  enabling  that  no  Member  fhall  fit  or 
vote  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  till  he  hath,  in 
the  pretence  of  the  Houfe,  taken  the  Oaths  of  Alle- 
giance, Supremacy,  and  Abjuration,  and  repeated  and 
fubfcr.ibed  -'the  -Declaration,  muft  be  repealed.  The 
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^eft  Act,  requiring  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  to  take 
the  above  Oaths,  repeat  and  fubfcribe  the  Declaration, 
and  receive  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  according 
to  the  ufage  of  the  Church  of  England,  muft  be  repealed: 
the  Corporation  Act  muft  fhare  the  fame  fate.     Thefe 
two  Acts,  Blackftone  ftates  to  be  bulwarks  of  the  Con- 
ftitution,  an<l  that  they  were  enacted  to  fecure  the  efta- 
folifhed  Church  againft  perils  from  Non-conformjfts  of 
all  denominations,  among  which  he  particularly  enu- 
merates Papifts.  (See  Blackftone's  Commentaries,  vol.  5v, 
page  57,  octavo  edition.)  And  he  ftates,  that  the  Acts 
of  Charles  the  Second  and  George  the  Fir£,  requiring; 
^ill  Members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  take  the 
Oaths,  and  repeat  and  fubfcribe  the  Declaration,  were 
enacted,  to  prevent  crude  innovations  in  Religion  and 
Government.     (See  Blackftone's  Commentaries,  vol.  i. 
page  158,  octavo  edition.)     The  articles  and  provifions 
•of  the  Treaty  of  Union  of  England  and  Scotland  muft 
be    altered:    that  one,    among   others,   which    enjoins 
the  taking  of  the  Coronation  Oath  by   His  Majefty ; 
and    more    particularly    thofe    parts    of    the    Treaty 
ftyled   by   Blackftone    fundamental   and  effential  con- 
ditions of  the  Union.      (See   Blackftone's   Comment- 
aries,  ill  vol.  pages  92,   93,  octavo   edition.)    I   have 
quoted  Blackftone  on  thefe  points,  to  (how  the  opinions 
of  that  able  conftitutional  lawyer  on  the  parts  of  the 
Englljh  laws  relating  to  Papifts;  becaufe  in  his  remarks 
on  the  Englljh  Popery  Code,  he  exprefles  his  opinion,  that 
feveral  parts  of  it,  which  he  enumerates,  may  be  re- 
pealed without  inconvenience ;    but   the   parts  I   have 
above  mentioned,  he  thinks  efTentially  neceflary  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  Eftablimment  in  Church 
arid  State  in  England^  and  that  they  cannot  be  repealed 
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ttfnfiftently  with  the.  fafety  of  thateflablifhment  in 
landy  or  with  the  continuation  of  the  Union  of  England 
and  Scotland. 

It  may  be  here  argued,  that  an  Incorporating  Union 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  may  be  effected,  without 
-all  the  aforefaid  alterations  in  the  laws  of  England;  for 
flipulations  may  be  inferted  in  the  Treaty  of  an  Union 
of  the  two  nations,  that  Irifh  Romanifts,  elected  in 
Ireland  members  of  the  imperial  Parliament,  fhall  fit 
and  vote  therein,  without  taking  the  Oaths,  or  fub- 
fcribing  the  Declaration  above-mentioned;  and  that  they 
lhall  be  capable  of  filling  public  offices  in  Ireland  on  the 
fame  terms.     And  it  may  be  urged,  in  refpeft  to  offices, 
that  fuch  flipulations  have  taken  place  in  the  Aft  of 
Union  of  England  and  Scotland  ;  for  Scotchmen  are  by 
that  Aft  capable  of  filling  public  offices  in  Scotland, 
without  taking  the  Oaths  prefcribed  to  be  taken  by  pub- 
lic officers  in  England,  and  without  receiving  the  Sacra- 
ment according  to  the  ufage  of  the  Church  of  England. 
On  the  part  of  this  argument  which  relates  to  public 
offices,    I   fhall  only  obferve,   that  public   officers  in 
Scotland,  as  I  am  informed,  are  obliged  to  take  oaths 
and  engagements  full  as  hoilile  to  Popery,  as  thofe  en- 
joined to  be  taken  by  public  officers  in  England,  which, 
they  were  obliged  to  take  In  their  own  country  before  the  Union : 
and  that  no  Scotchman  can  enjoy  any  office  in  England 
without  taking  the  Oaths,  and  receiving  the  Sacrament 
as  prefcribed  in  England.     But  with  refpecl:  to  the  capa- 
city of  fitting  in  Parliament,  fuch  ftipulations  can  re- 
ceive no  fort  of  countenance  from  the  conditions  of  the 
Union  of  England  and  Scotland  ;  for  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers are  not  admitted  to  fit  in  the  Parliament  of  Great 
i  Britain, 


f  197  ) 

Britain,  without  taking  the  fame  Oaths,  and  repeating 
and  fubfcribing  the  fame  Declaration,  as  the  Englifh 
Members  arc  obliged  to  take,  repeat,  and  fubfcribe.  I 
will  therefore  proceed  to  examine  the  practicability  and 
juftice  of  the  infertion  of  fuch  ftipulations  in  a  treaty  of 
Incorporating  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and 
their  efficacy  in  removing  the  prefent  complaints  of  the 
Irifh  Romanifts,  in  cafe  they  were  inferted. 

It  is  firft  to  be  obferved,  that  by  the  eftablifhed  Confti- 
tution  of  Ireland,  fince  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  the  Romanifts  are  excluded  from 
Parliament  by  the  Oaths,  which  it  is  enacted  all  members 
ihall  take,  previous  to  their  admiffion  to  fit  or  vote  in 
either  Houfe  j  they  are  excluded  from  the  great  offices  of 
the  State  by  the  fame  means  :  and  that  by  Lord  Minto's 
fcheme,  to  raife  them  from  their  prefent  degraded  and  hu~ 
initiated  condition  (as  he  ftyles  it),  the  prefent  laws  of  Ire* 
land  enjoining  the  taking  of  thefe  Oaths  are  to  be  repealed, 
preparative  to  an  Union  of  the  two  countries  ;  or  by  the 
treaty  of  Union  itfelf  to  be  ratified  by  the  Parliaments  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  He  admits  that  fuch  fcheme, 
whilft  the  Parliaments  of  the  two  countries  remain  fepa-» 
rate  and  diftinft,  would  be  very  dangerous  to  the  Pro- 
teftant  Eftablifhment  in  Church  and  State  in  Ireland,  if 
carried  into  effecl  ;  becaufe,  as  he  reafons,  the  fuperior 
number  of  Romanifts  in  Ireland,  when  put  on  a  perfed 
equality  with  Proteftants  in  refpeft  to  civil  privileges, 
would  enable  them  by  degrees  to  engrofs  the  whole  power 
of  the  State,  and  overturn  the  Proteftant  Eftablifhment  in 
Ireland,  Now,  fuppofing  the  two  countries  were  confo- 
lidated  into  one  body  politic  by  an  Union,  and  Romanifts 
^ut  on  a  pcrfedl  equality  of  civil  privileges  with  PfQteftants 
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in  Ireland  ;  they  would,  according  to  his  Lordfhip's  rea- 
foiling,  in  time  return  all  the  Irifh  Members  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  of  the  imperial  Parliament.  It  is  propofed 
that  Ireland,  on  an  Union,  mall  have  one  hundred.  Re- 
prefentatives  in  the  imperial  Commons  :  if  thefe  mould 
be  all,  or  a  great  part  of  them,  Romanifts,  it  would  not 
be  very  difficult  for  them,  on  many  occafions,  where 
a  Minifter  might  Hand  in  need  of  their  fervices,  to 
obtain  a  domineering  influence  with  refpecl:  to  all  Irifh 
affairs:  it  appears  at  prefent,  though  they  have  little  poli- 
tical power  in  Ireland,  that  they  have  procured  an  intereft 
in  the  Britifh  Cabinet,  very  alarming  to  every  attached 
friend  to  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State  in  Ireland: 
this  would  be  increafed  a  thoufand  fold,  if  an  Union  took 
place  on  the  terms  fuggefted  by  Lord  Minto  :  in  truth,  the 
Proteftant  Eftablifhment  in -Ireland  could  notfurvive  fuch 
an  event  for  many,  feflions.  And  I  beg  of  his  Lordfhip, 
and  other  great  Britifh  Stalefmen,  ferioufly  to  confider, 
whether  their  prQpofii%  fchemes  of  Union,  fubverfive  of 
the  ProteftantiEftablimment  in  Ireland.,  is  a  likely  method 
of  inducing  Ir.iih  Pioteftants,  in  whofe  hands,  for  the 
.prefent,  almofi  the  whole  political  power  of  the  State  is 
lodged,  to  content  to  an  Union  :  and  whether  the  con- 
tinued intrigues  of  every  Britifh  Statefman,  for  fame  years 
paft  fent  into  Ireland,  to  a£t  as  the  Minifter,  with  the 
Irifh  Romanics,  for  the  depreffion  of  the  Proteftant  in- 
tereft in  that  kingdom,  and  the  elevation  of  Popery  on  its 
ruins,  are  likely  to  incline  Irifh  Proteftants  to  commit  all 
their  civil  and  religious  rights,  and  thofe  of  their  posterity, 
to  the  abfolute  difpofal  of  perfons  who  fhow  no  difpo<- 
•fition  to  fupport  and  maintain  them.  Lord  Minto  admits, 
that  Great  Britain  is  bound  to  fupport  the  Irilh  Proteftants 
..^'.  »;«\iv-  :  by 
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by  every  tie  of  gratitude,  for  their  unalterable  attachment 
to  the  interefts  of  the  Britiih  Empire  :  they  defire  no  fup- 
port  from  Great  Britain,  as  againft  Romanifts,  the  com- 
mon political  enemy  of  Britiih,  as  well  as  Irilh  Proteftants; 
all  Proteftants,  in  the  eyes  of  I  rim  Romanics,  are  Eng? 
lilhmen,  and  vice  verfa  :  they  have  but  one  name  for  both: 
they  are  eternal  and  implacable  enemies  of  Proteftants, 
from  the  tenets  of  their  religion  :  Irilh  Proteitants  are  able* 
without  any  fupport  from  Great  Britain,  to  protect  them-* 
felves  from  all  the  force,  from  all  the  fury,  from  all  the 
rancour  of  Iriih  Romanifts  :  all  they  require  from  British 
Proteftants  is,  that  they  will  not  join  in  a  hollow  league 
with  the  avowed  enemies  both  of  Engliih  and  Irim  Pro* 
teftants,  againft  Irim  Proteftants;  they  have  not  merited 
fuch  treatment  from  Britiih  Proteftants,  they  have  eve? 
remained  faithful  to  the  Britith  Crown,  they  are  now  fup- 
porting  it  with  their  blood  and  treafure,  fpilling  arid  la- 
vifhing  one  and  the  other  in  the  prefent  glorious  conteft  I 
Give  them,  then,  illuftrious  Brjtiih  Stateftnen,  nocaufe  ta 
exclaim*  in  the  language  of  the  Roman  poet, 

Penerunt  tempora  longi  feryitii  ! 

They  are  ready  to  coalefce  with  you,  but  not  on  terms 
which  in  the  end  will  be  found  equally  detrimental  to  you 
and  them  :  they  demand,  pay  entreat  no  more  from  you, 
as  the  condition  of  an  Incorporating  Union,  than  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  prefent  Conftkution  in  Church  and 
State  ;  and  they  deprecate  only  its  fubverfion. 

I  (hall  now  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the  jufliee,'  effi- 
cacy, and  practicability  gf  fuch  a  fcheme.of  Union  when 
confidered  in  refped  to  Great  Britaia.     By  this  fcheme 
Jrifh  Romanifts  muft  be  admitted  into  the  imperial  Par- 
Q  4:i  liament; 
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liamcnt ;  and  by  his  Lordfhip's  reafoning,  exclufive  of 
Romifh  Irifh  Lords,  a  great  proportion,  and  in  time  the 
whole  number  of  Irifh  Commoners,  to  wit,  one  hundred, 
which  are  to  be  admitted  into  the  imperial  Commons, 
will  be  Romanifts;  confequently  the  above-mentioned 
Englifti  A£h  of  Charles  the  Second  and  George  the  Firft 
muft  be  repealed  in  favour  of  Irifh  Romanifts ;  in  fact, 
they  muft  be  entirely  repealed,  becaufe  it  would  be  highly 
abfurd  to  exclude  Englifh  and  Scotch  Romanifts,  when 
Irifh  Romanifts  are  admitted.  When  thus  they  have 
gained  admiflion  into  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons 
in  the  imperial  Parliament,  and  formed  confequently  no 
inconfiderable  part  of  the  fupreme  power  of  the  State,  in 
violation  of  every  principle  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution 
fmce  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  ;  the 
Britifh  Minifter,  to  fecure  the  fupport  of  fo  powerful  a 
body  in  Parliament,  muft  deliver  into  their  hands  the 
whole  patronage  of  Ireland.  The  Proteftant  Eftablifh- 
ment  of  that  nation  muft  be  fubverted,  and  all  public 
offices  there  muft  be  filled  with  Romanifts,  If  any  ftipula- 
tions  fhall  be  made  in  the  treaty  of  Union,  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  Proteftant  Eftablifhment  in  Ireland  ;  though  fuch 
treaty  be  ratified  by  the  Parliaments  of  both  countries 
previous  to  the  Union,  and  by  the  imperial  Parliament 
after  ;  yet  fuch  ftipulations  cannot  fubfift  for  any  length 
of  time.  No  doubt  can  be  entertained,  that  the  imperial 
Parliament,  being  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  Empire, 
will  be  competent  to  alter  or  abrogate  the  conditions  and 
articles  of  the  Union  at  its  pleafure ;  and  if  it  fhould  alter 
or  abrogate  fuch  articles  as  relate  to  the  Proteftant  Efta- 
blifhmcnt  in  Ireland,  at  the  exprefs  inftance  and  defire 
of  the  Representatives  of  Ireland  in  the  imperial  Parlia- 
ment, affifted  by  the  Britifh  Romifh  members,  who  could 
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complain  on  behalf  of  Ireland,  of  the  infringement  of  the 
treaty  of  Union  ?  or  who  could  complain  with  effect  ? 
If  the  Representatives  of  Scotland  in  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  ftiould  demand  an  alteration  of  the  articles 
and  conditions  of  the  Union,  relating  only  to  Scotland, 
and  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  Ihould  comply  with 
fuch  demand,  would  any  complaint  be  made  on  behalf  of 
Scotland  of  the  infringement  of  the  treaty  of  Union  r  or, 
if  made,  would  it  be  followed  by  any  material  effect  ? 
The  maxim  of  Volenti  nonfit  injuria  would  be  the  anfwer 
to  fuch  complaints.  When  Ireland  was  by  fuch  means 
converted  into  a  Romifh  country,  would  its  Reprefentatives 
in  the  imperial  Parliament,  and  the  Romifti  Britifh  Mem- 
bers, be  contented  ?  would  their  conftituents  be  contented  ? 
Certainly  not.  Scotchmen  are  capable  of  filling  the 
higheft  employments  in  England,  complying  with  the  Teft 
Act;  and  the  Prefbyterian  doctrines  oppofe  no  infur- 
mountable  barriers  againft  fuch  compliance ;  but  the 
Romifh  do.  Many  natives  of  Scotland  have  rifen  to  the 
higheft  ftations  in  England  fince  the  Union  :  the  prefent 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  Ad- 
miral Duncan,  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  Lord  Minto  him- 
felf,  with  multitudes  of  others,  are  prefent,  the  late  Lord 
Mansfield  and  others,  paft  examples,  of  the  great  eleva- 
tion to  which  the  fhining  abilities  of  North-Britons  have 
raifed  them  in  England.  In  cafe  of  an  Incorporating 
Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Irifh  Proteftants 
being  capable  of  filling  high  offices  in  England,  the  abU 
lities  of  fome  of  that  defcription  might  promote  them  to 
elevated  dignities  there.  But  Britifh  and  Irifh  Romanifts 
would  be  excluded,  by  the  Englifh  Teft  Act,  from  all  pub- 
)jic  offices  in  England,  and  from  being  officers  in  any  cor- 
porations 
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porations  in  England  by  the  Corporation  Aft.  How  louel 
then  would  the  exclamations  of  the  Romifh  Members  of 
both  Houfes  of  the  imperial  Parliament  be  againft  the 
Ted  and  Corporation  A6ts  !  They  would  reprefent,  that 
though,  by  an  Incorporating  Union,  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land were  confolidated  into  one  nation,  yet  they  by  thefe 
Ads  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  Britim  Confti- 
tution  in  four  fifths  of  that  consolidated  nation  by  thefe 
A£ts,  and  admitted  only  to  a  fhare  with  all  their  fellow, 
fubjecls  in  the  public  employments,  emoluments,  and  po- 
litical power  of  the  remaining  fifth  ;  all  their  fubje&s 
being  alfo  admiffible  to  employments  in  that  fifth.  They 
-would  loudly  complain,  as  they  at  prefent  do^  of  this  in-, 
^quality  of  condition  with  their  fellow-citizens,  and  infift 
that  they  were  excluded  from  the  rights  of  citizenmip. 
If  the  Minifter  of  the  day  flood  m  need  of  their  affiftance 
in  Parliament,  as  he  often  would,  he  mud  Men  to  fuch 
complaints,  and  liften  with  favour  !  If  fimilar  complaints 
of  the  Romilh  party  are  attended  to  at  prefent,  when  they 
are  deftitute  of  political  power,  much  more  attention  mud 
be  paid  to  them,  when  they  mall  form  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  fupreme  power  of  the  State.  At  the  Minifter's  beck, 
how  many  Lord  Mintos  would  be  found  ready  to  join  in 
the  cry  of  the  Romifti  pack  !  how  loud  would  they  bellow 
in  the  cars  of  the  imperial  Parliament  the  degrade^  and 
humiliated Jlate  of  Brltijh  and  Irl/h  Catholics  !  It  is  not  im- 
poffible,  that  both  the  Teft  and  Corporation  Ads  might 
be  thus  cried  down  :  and  what  Blackflone  fo  juflly  ftyles, 
the  bulwarks  of  the  Conftitution,  defending  the  Eilablilhed 
Church  from  all  perils  from  Non-conformifts  of  all  de- 
fcriptions,  and  the  Conftitution  from  all  innovations  in, 
Religion  and  Government,  might  be  completely  over-' 
thrown  and  deftroyed  j  and  the  deluge  of  Republicanifm 
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jmd  Superftition,  and  their  certain  attendant,  Infidelity, 
let  in  to  overwhelm  the  Britifti  Empire. 

But  let  us  fuppofe,  that  the  found  good  fenfe  and  fpirk 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  fhould  refift  and  defeat  thefe 
attempts  to  repeal  the  Teft  and  Corporation  Ads.  The 
Certain  conferences  of  an  Union  with  fuch  flipulations  in 
favour  of  Irifh  Romanifts  as  I  have  Mated,  would  be,  thai 
both  English  and  irifh  Romanics  in  the  imperial  Parlia- 
ment would  take  every  method  to  inanifeft  their  hoilility 
to  the  Conflituticn  :  they  would  be  found  the  conftant 
fupporters  of  every  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  Go- 
vernment in  Parliament :  they  would  be  the  fteady  allies 
of  the  whole  Jacobin  faction :  Englifh  and  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts would  by  thernfelves  form  a  powerful  party  in  the 
imperial  Legiflature  ;  they  would  be  the  patrons  and  the 
partifans  of  every  factious  project,  of  every  defperate  dif- 
appointed  leader  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  the 
avowed  fupporters  of  every  attempt  to  overturn  and  de- 
ftroy  the  Conftitution  of  their  country.  And  I  leave  it 
to  Britifh  Statefmen,  and  particularly  to  that  renowned 
Minifter,  who  has  fo  glorioufly  and  fuccefsfully  ftood 
fqrth  the  protector  and  fupporter  of  Chriftianity,  of  law- 
ful government,  of  humanity  and  juftice  in  Europe,  to 
corifider,  whether  fuch  fchemes  of  aggrandizement  of 
Romanifts  in  the  Britim  Empire  are  pradicable  ;  and,  if 
practicable,  whether  they  are  confiftent  with  the  prin- 
.ciples  of  found  policy  and  juftice  i  and  whether  any  po- 
litical arrangements  whatfoever,  fliort  of  configning  to 
them  the  whole  power  of  the  State,  will  content  Ro- 
rnanifls ;  and  whether  any  favours  conferred  upon  them 
will  render  them  a  whit  better  fubjecls  to  a  Proteftant 
|3riti(h  Government,  than  they  are  at  prefent :  whether 

all 


all  fuch  arguments  as  are  advanced  by  Lord  Minto,  do 
Xiot  directly  tend  to  retard,  perhaps  to  defeat,  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  that  great  and  highly  beneficial  meafure,  an 
Incorporating  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by 
alarming  the  Proteftants  of  both  countries  with  fears  of 
the  fubverfion  of  the  prefent  Conftitution  in  Church  and 
State,  as  the  unavoidable  confequence  of  fuch  a  meafure, 
on  the  terms  and  conditions  propofed  by  his  Lordftiip  t 
whether  any  neceflity  ever  exifted  for  proposing  fuch 
terms  and  conditions  :  whether  they  have  not  their  origin 
in  the  deceptive,  destructive,  falfe,  and  erroneous  doc- 
trines refpe£ling  Ireland,  of  the  late  Mr.  Edmund  Burke 
and  his  difciples  :  whether  it  is  either  reafonable,  juft,  or 
expedient,  to  confer  fuch  privileges  on  I  rim  Romanifts, 
after  fo  many  maffacres  and  rebellions,  and  particularly 
immediately  after  their  recent  maflacre  and  rebellion, 
which  has  been  very  partially  and  inadequately  punifhed  ; 
and  which  merits  vengeance,  not  honourable  reward  : 
and  finally,  whether  fuch  arguments  as  are  advanced  by 
Lord  Minto,  if  perfifted  in  and  further  urged,  may  not  be 
thefources  of  infinite  calamity  to  both  countries* 

I  will  take  my  leave  of  Lord  Minto  and  his  Speech,  by 
obferving,  that  his  Lordfhip  in  fome  parts,  particularly  in 
thofe  relating  to  the  animofities  refulting  from  difference 
of  Religion  in  Ireland,  feems  to  defert  his  ufual  caution, 
and  to  fpealc  in  a  ftrain  of  dictation  to  Irifh  Proteftants 
not  very  conciliating  ;  intimating  an  abject  dependance  of 
the  Irifh  nation  on  Great  Britain,  pretty  much  in  the 
fjyle  of  a  very  arbitrary  mafter  to  his  (lave  ;  his  Lordfhip's 
prudence  will,  I  am  fure,  prevent  fuch  errors  from  creep^ 
ing  into  any  of  his  future  publications.  He  alfo  diftin,- 
guifhes  Irifh  Proteftants  and  ^Romanifts  by  the  title  of 

different 
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different  cafis  ;  and  dates,  *  that  every  one  knows  the  firm 

*  and  immovable   bafis  on  which    their  mutual   hatred 

*  {lands,   the  irreconcilable   nature  of  its    motives,    its 

*  bitter,  malignant,  and  implacable  character.'    HisLord- 
fhip  ought  to  have  been  fomewhat  better  acquainted  with 
the  Irilh  nation,  before  he  ventured  to  give  the  aforefaid 
defcription  of  it.     His  information   refpecting   Ireland 
feems  to  be  very  imperfect  in  other  particulars,  as  well 
as  in  the  foregoing.     In  the  great  Eaft  Indian  Peninfula, 
the  natives,  who  are  but  flaves  to  the  Moors^  are  divided 
into  feveral  clafles,  by  Europeans  called  cafts ;  they  are 
all  of  the  fame  Religion,  that  of  Brama  ;  and  thefe  cafts 
never  intermarry  with  each  other,  or  intermix  in  any 
way,  or  even  cat  together.     Their  Religion  teaches  them 
to  preferve  themfelves  perfectly  feparate  and  diftinct  the 
one  caft  from  the  other,  and  fo  they  have  continued  for 
ages.     No  fuch  feparation  or  diftinction  ever  took  place 
in  Ireland  between  Proteftants  and  Romanifts  :  they  in- 
termarry with  each  other,  and  live  together,  very  fre- 
quently in  amity  and  concord,  as  friends  and  neighbours. 
Romanifts  frequently  conform  to  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
and  there  is  fcarce  a  family  of  any  note  in  Ireland  which 
has  not  relatives  of  both  Religions.     Many  families  of 
the  middle  rank  are  much  mixed.     Proteftant  men  have 
Romifti  wives,  and  Proteftant  women  Romifti  hufbands  ; 
and  very  often,  in  fuch  cafes,    the  progeny,  male  and 
female,  has  been  educated  in  different  perfuafions;  the 
males  following  the  Religion  of  the  father,  the  females 
that  of  the  mother.     Romanifts,  when  acting  in  a  body 
as  a  political  party,  are  very  different  in  their  conduct: 
from  that  whkh  they  purfue  in  private  life.     The  un- 
alterable principles  of  benevolence  which  the  Almighty 
has  implanted  in  the  breafts  of  mankind,  as  focial  crea- 
tures, 
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tures,  exerts  its  natural   influence  on  Irifh  Romanirfs/ 
when  difengaged    from    the   leading  principles  of  thei? 
feet   confiderer1;  as  a  faction  :    it  guides  them  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  ufual  offices  of  neighbours  and  friends,  to 
thofe  of  a  different  religions  perfuafion.     When  they  acl: 
in  a  body,  and 'are  actuated   by  the   principles   of  their 
feel:,  fuch  as  they  are  taught  in  the  Late  ran  Council ^  they 
have  often   acted  with  the  greateft  barbarity,  and  com- 
mitted the  mod  inhuman   maflacres  on  their  Protefrartf 
neighbours,  relations,  and  friends;   tearing  afunder  then 
all  the   ties  of    blood,    and  violating   all   the   duties  of 
ffiendfhip  ;    and  fueh  effects  of  their  religious  principles 
make  them  the  more  dangerous  as  a  body,  inafmuch  as 
they  extinguifh  all  the  focial  feelings  in  the  breafts  of  a 
clafs  of  men  as  amply  endowed  by  Nature  with  the  focial 
qualities  and  virtues  as  any  other.     The  Religion  of  Pro- 
teftants  teaches  them  no  fuch  inhuman  doctrines:    they 
therefore,  as  a  political  body,  entertain   no   fuch  deteft- 
able    opinions.     They   are   willing  to  treat,    and    have 
always  treated,  their  Romifh  fellow-fubjects,  as  a  body, 
with  every  degree  of  indulgence  and  kindnefs,  which  is, 
or  can  be  confident  with  their  own  fafety  and  protection  ; 
and, in  private  life  they  have  always  been  ready  to  extend 
to,  and  receive  from  Romanics,   every  kind -of  focial, 
friendly,  and  neighbourly  offices.     His  Lordihip  is  fome- 
what  incorrect,  if  not  offenfive,  in  applying  the  diftinc- 
tion  of  different  cafts  to  Irifh  Proteftants  and  Romanics  ; 
thereby  evidently  meaning  to  degrade  both  the  one  and 
the  other,  by  levelling  them  with  the  enflaved,  ignorant, 
pagan  natives  of  Hindoftan.     He  isalfo  grofsly  miftaken 
in  reprefenting  the  hatred  which   Irifh  Romanics,  as  a 
body   and   3   faction,  manifeft    againft  their    Proteftant 
countrymen,  as  mutual.     Ivifh  Proteflants  entertain  no 
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fuch  hatred  of  their  Romifli  fellow-fubje&s,  nor  did  they 
ever  difcover  any  fymptoms  of  fuch  hatred.  They  have 
never  adopted  any  deliberate  ineafure  of  hoftility  againft 
their  Romifh  countrymen,  which  was  not  demanded  by 
the  imperious  calls  of  felf-defence  and  protection  ;  and 
his  Lordfhip  might  have  fpared  fo  unwarranted  a  reflec- 
tion, as  well  as  others  of  the  fame  kind,  on  Irifh  Pro- 
teftants.  They  are  indeed  well  convinced  that  Irifli 
Romanics,  when  they  a£t  as  a  political  body,  do  enter- 
tain a  hatred  of  Irifh  Proteftants,  the  motives  of  which 
are  of  an  irreconcilable  nature,  and  its  character  bitter, 
malignant,  and  implacable,  becaufe  they  are  taught  by 
the  principles  of  their  Religion  to  entertain  it ;  but  the 
Proteftant  Religion  inculcates  no  fuch  principles. 

I  have  now  fo  fully  expofed  the  mifreprefentations  of 
the  Political  State  of  Ireland  in  the  Englilh  publications 
refpe&ing  the  relative  numbers,  wealth,  and  power,  and 
the  rights  and  claims,  of  Proteftants  and  Romanifts  ;' 
the  civil  diiTenfions  and  Rebellions  which  have  taken 
place  in  that  nation  fmce  the  Reformation,  and  the 
caufes  of  them  ;  that  it  is  not  neceflary  to  advert  to  other 
modern  Englifti  publications  on  the  fame  fubject ;  be- 
caufe the  mifreprefentations  contained  in  them  are 
all  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  I  have  already 
expofed.  But  there  is  one  pamphlet  lately  publifhed, 
entitled,  f  Subftance  of  the  Speech  of  the  Right  Honour- 
€  able  Lord  Sheffield,  Monday,  April  lid,  1799,  upon 

*  the  Subjeft  of  Union  with  Ireland;'    one  paragraph  of 
which  I  ihall  here  take  notice  of;    it  is  to  be  found  in 
page  43,  and  is  as  follows:    *  The  objection  to  Union 

*  on   the  fart  of   the   Proteftants  of    Ireland  is  unac-  ' 

*  countable.     They  can' hardly  be  faid  to  conftitute  a 

6  nation  ; 


*  nation  ;  they  are  an  Englifh  Colony  governing  upwards 

*  of  three  millions  of  Roman  Catholics,  or  at  leaft  fix 

*  times   their  own   number,  in  a  country  acquired  and 

*  maintained  by  Englifh  arms  and  treafure ;  which  Co- 

*  lony  never  could  have  fupported  itfelf,  and  even  the 

*  laft   fummer  would   have  been   overwhelmed,    unlefs 

*  protected    by  the   fame    means,    by  Englifh   power.' 
Every  perfon  who  has  read  the  preceding  pages  of  this 
tra£t,  will  be  convinced  that  every  line  of   this   para- 
graph contains  a  grofs  mifreprefentation,  highly  offenfive 
to  every  Proteftant  inhabitant  of  Ireland,  and  little  cal- 
culated to  promote  an  Union,  the  profeffed  objecl:  of  the 
Speech.     This  mifreprefentation,    I   am  convinced,    is 
entirely  and  juftly  attributable  to  Burkifm,  and  mifin- 
formation  conveyed  to  the  noble  Speaker  by  the  followers 
of  that  fe£t ;  his  well- known  character  fetting  him  high 
above  all  fufpicion  of  any  other  motive.     I  have  already 
fhown  that  Irifh  Proteftants  cannot  be  confidered  as  an 
Englifh  Colony,  when  oppofed  to  Irifh  Romanifts.     The 
diftinction  of  Colonift  and  Native  has  been  long  fmcc 
worn  out ;  and  if  the  origin  of  the  race  of  Irifh  inhabit- 
ants is  to  be  traced  by  their  furnames,  the  inhabitants  of 
native  Irifh  extraction  compofe  a  very  large  proportion 
of  Irifh  Proteftants,  and  thofe  of  native  Englifh  extrac- 
tion a  ftill  greater  proportion  of  Irifh  Romanifts.     His 
Lordfhip  is  egregioufly  miftaken  in  his  calculation  of  the 
relative  numbers  of   Irifh    Proteftants    and   Romanifts. 
(See  Appendix,  No.  i.)     The  Romifh  Convention  cal- 
culated the  relative  numbers  as  three  to  one :    his  Lord- 
ftup  has  doubled  the   proportion !     Property  is  on  the 
fide  of  the  Irifh  Proteftants  as  thirty-nine  to  one  ;    they 
have  therefore,  though  the  fmaller  number,  a  right  to 
govern  the  greater,  by  the  principles  of  the  Britifh  Con- 

flitution. 


ftltutidn.  Ireland  is  an  acquifition  to  the  Britifh  Crown* 
inade  by  Henry  the  Second,  not  by  the  expenditure  of 
blood  and  treasure,  but  by  the  confent  of  the  natives. 
If  the  Englifh  Crown  has  been  obliged  to  employ  its 
arms  and  expend  its  treafure  in  the  fuppreflion  of  fub- 
fequcnt  Rebellions,  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Ireland  have 
always  affifted  with  their  arms  and  treafure,  and  the 
Englifh  nation  has  been  fully  repaid  by  the  retention  of 
its  fitter  kingdom  as  part  of  the  Britifh  Empire^  Without 
which  it  could  fcarcely  fubfift  in  an  independent  flate, 
at  leaft  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  Europe.  His  Lordfliip 
is  alfo  under  a  great  error,  when  he  dates  that  Ireland  is 
a  country  maintained  by  Britifh  arms  and  treafure ;  and 
that  Iriih  Proteftants*  whom  he  calls  a  Colony,  could 
never  fupport  themfelves  without  Britifli  arms  and  trea- 
fure, and  that  they  would  have  been  overwhelmed  in 
the  fummer  of  1798,  had  they  not  been  protected  by 
Englifh  power  :  for  Ireland  fupports  herfelf  by  her  own 
arms  and  treafure,  and  the  Irifh  Proteftants  are  well 
able  to  maintain  themfelves  againft  any  efforts  of  Irifh 
"Romanifts  by  their  own  arms  and  treafure  ;  and  demon- 
ftrated  fuch  their  ability  in  the  fuppreflion  of  the  Romifh 
Rebellion  in  the  fummer  of  1798,  without  any  Britifli 
aflittance.  Lord  Cornvvallis  came  over  to  Ireland  for; 
the  purpofe  of  extending  pardon  to  the  Irifh  Rebels, 
already  routed  and  difperfed,  and  for  defending  the 
country  from  a  foreign  invafion  ;  and  if  the  Britifh 
nation  fent  afllftance  to  part  of  the  Britifh  Empire, 
invaded  or  threatened  with  an  invafion  by  the  French, 
with  whom  the  Empire  is  at  war,  was  the  part  affifted 
under  any  greater  obligation  for  that  afliftance  than  the 
part  which  did  not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  afliftance  ?  Is 
not  Ireland  engaged  in  the  prefent  war  with  France 

j?  merely 
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merely  becaufe  fhe  is  a  part  of  the  Britifh  Empire  ?  And 
is  fhe  not  entitled  to  affiftance  from  the  other  parts  of 
the  Empire,  when  menaced  with  an  invafion  by  the  ^ 
common  enemy  ?'  She  is  not  equal  by  herfelf  to  combat 
with  France,  neither  are  the  other  parts  of  the  Empire 
taken  feparately  :  they  mufl  combat  the  common  enemy 
with  the  common  force  of  the  whole.  It  gives  me  great 
pain  to  be  obliged  thus  to  animadvert  on  thefe  unfounded 
aflertions  which  his  Lordfhip  has  been  deceived  into  the 
rifking.  How  very  ridiculous  would  the  affertion  be, 
that  the  Normans  fettled  in  England  are  now  French 
Colonifls  !  The  man  would  be  looked  upon  as  infane, 
who  fhould  argue,  that  thefe  Colonifts,  compared  with 
the  native  Saxons  and  Britons,  were  only  as  one  to  fix, 
and  that  therefore  this  Colony  (hould  agree  loan  Incorpo- 
rating Union  with  France.  Yet  fuch  argument  would  be  as 
good  as  his  Lordfhip's  ;  for  the  Normans  fettled  in  England 
only  one  century  earlier  than  the  Englifh  fettled  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  the  Normans  may  more  juflly  be  faid  to  have 
fettled  in  England  by  conqueft,  than  the  Englifh  in  Ire- 
land. William,  previous  to  his  fettlement  in  England, 
defeated  the  Saxon  Monarch  in  a  great  and  decifive  battle. 
Henry  the  Second  acquired  Ireland  without  a  blow.  In 
truth,  all  fuch  arguments  are  highly  abfurd.  Different 
nations  inhabiting  the  fame  territory  for  feven  hundred 
years,  as  the  Saxons  and  Normans  ;  for  fix  hundred 
years,  as  the  Englifh  and  Irifh  ;  under  the  fame  Govern- 
ment and  Laws,  muft  be  fo  blended  and  mixed  together, 
as  to  become  one  and  the  fame  nation  :  otherwife  the 
inhabitants  of  the  different  diftrids  of  the  habitable 
world  might  be  faid  to  be  compofed  of  different  na- 
tions refpeclively,  and  the  diftinclions  of  different  races 
fubfift  in  the  fame  country  for  ever.  I  muft  here  ob- 

ferve, 
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ferve,  that  publications,  purporting  to  be  Speeches  fpoken 
in  the  Britifli  Parliament,  refpecling  Irifli  affairs,  as  well 
by  the  Members  in  Oppofition  as  by  fome  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters  and  their  friends,  have  had  very  bad 
effecls  in  Ireland,  and  have  been  among  the  moft  promi- 
nent caufes  of  the  lad  Rebellion;  holding  out  ftrong 
encouragements  to  Iriih  Romanics,  and  as  it  were  fti- 
mulating  them  to  infurreclion,  and  infpiring  them  with 
the  moft  flattering  hope  of  fuccefs.  It  is  fincerely  to 
be  wiftied,  that  at  leaft  the  friends  of  Government  in 
England  were  more  circumfpecT:  and  difcreet  in  their 
aiTertions  and  pofitions  refpeding  the  ftate  of  Ireland, 
and  fomewhat  better  informed,  before  they  venture  to 
fend  abroad  to  the  public,  crude  and  ill-digefted  plans  of 
projected  innovations  in  that  kingdom,  and  ram  and 
ill-founded  opinions  concerning  the  political  influence 
and  power  of  the  different  claffes  of  its  inhabitants. 

In  the  pamphlet  entitled  *  Arguments  for  and  againjl 
c  an  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  conjideredj 
•written,  as  generally  reported,  by  an  Englifh  Gentleman, 
in  a  confidential  office  under  the  Government  in  Ireland, 
the  following  points^  among  others,  are  Hated  as  pro- 
pofed  to  be  eftabliilied  by  an  Union:  i  An  Arrangement 
*  for  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy,  fo  as  to  put  an  end,  if 
4  poflible,  to  religious  jealoufies,  and  to  enfure  the  at- 

<  tachment  of  that  order  of  men  to  the  State. — An  Ar- 

<  rangement  with  refpeti  to  Tithes.'     And  in  page  30  of 
that  excellent  pamphlet  entitled  c  The  Speech  of  the  Right 
'  Honourable   William  Pitt  in    tht  Britijh  Houfe  of  Com- 
'  mom,'  there  is  a  paffage  which    has  given   no   fmall 
caufe    of    alarm  to    Irifli   Proteflants :    the    caufes    of 
complaint   of    Irifh    Romanifts  are  therein  ilyled  moft 

p   2  goading 
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goading  and  opprejjive  ;  and  the  pafiage  proceeds, — *  with 

*  refpeft  to  the  grievances  of  which  the  lower  orders  of 
4  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  complain,  I  do  not  at  prefent 
'  purpofe  entering  into  the  detail   of  the  means  which 

*  may  be  found  to  alleviate  their  diftrefles,  nor  how  far 
'  //  1 1  pojjible  to  give  them   relief  on  the  fubjeft  of  Tithes, 

*  or  put  it  into  their  power  to  make  a  provifionfor  the  Clergy 
'  of  their  own  Church?      Connecting  this  paflage  with 
the  two  points  fuggefted  by  the  above-mentioned  pam- 
phlet, it  would  feem  that  the  Britifh  Miniftry  had  come 
to  a  refuiution  to  give  a  national  fupport  to  the  Romifli 
Irifh  Clergy,  and  that    this  fupport  is  to  be  extracted 
from  that  of  the  Parochial  Proteftant  Clergy  of  Ireland, 
to  wit,  the  Tithes,  by  aligning  a  portion  of  them  to  the 
Romifli  Clergy.     1  have  already  fliown,  that  no  part  of 
the  Tithes  is  really  and  lona  fide  paid  out  of  the  property 
of  the  Peafantry,    but  out  of  that  of  their  Landlords ; 
and  that  forty-nine  parts  out  of  fifty  of  the  landed  eftates 
belong  to  Proteftants,  and  confequently  that  forty-nine 
parts  out  of  fifty  of  the  Tithes  are  really  paid  out  of  the 
property  of  Proteftants-     I  have  fliown,  that  the  Irifh 
Proteftant  Clergy  are  not  paid  by  the  Romifli  Peafantry 
in  general,  more  than  one  fifth  part  of  the  real  value  of 
the  Tithes,  though  an  abatement  is  made  out  of  the  rents 
of  their  farms  nearly  equal  to  the  real  value  of  them  £ 
fo  that  the  Peafantry  really  gain,  inftead  of  lofing,  by 
the  lands  being  fubje&  to  Tithes.     Is  it  therefore  confid- 
ent _withjuftice,  leaving  civil  policy  out  of  the  queftion, 
to  compel  Irifli  Proteftant  Landlords  to  fupport  Romifli 
Priefts  for  inftru&ing  their  Tenantry  in  principles  hoftile, 
Hot  only  to  the  State,  but  to  their  perfonal  fafety  indi- 
vidually '?     And  is  it  reafonabie  that  fuch  fupport  (hould 
be  fubtra&ed  from  the  fi&fiftence  of  the  Proteftant  Pa- 


rochial  Clergy,  already  fufficiently  fcanty  ?  It  muft  be 
obferved  here,  that  the  Romilh  Parifh  Priefts  have  in 
general  a  comfortable  fubfiftence:  they  can  afford  to  live 
as  well  as  the  great  majority  of  the  beneficed  Proteftant 
Clergy  of  Ireland.  I  have  already  fhown  the  poor  pro- 
vifion  which  is  made  for  them  ;  and  the  Curates  of  the 
eftablifhed  Church  are  in  a  worfe  fituation,  in  point  of 
fubfiftence,  than  the  great  majority  of  Romifh  Priefts  ; 
nor  is  there  at  prefent  any  great  profpe<5t  of  materially 
bettering  their  condition  ;  the  narrow  circumftances  and 
fcanty  provifion  of  the  majority  of  the  beneficed  Clergy 
rendering  any  confiderable  increafe  of  the  ftipends  of 
Curates  in  general  impracticable.  The  Proteftant  Clergy 
are  moftly  married  men,  and  have  families  to  fupport : 
the  Romim  Priefts  are  bound  to  celibacy.  I  have  already 
fhown,  that  Romilh  Priefts,  from  certain  doctrines  and 
ceremonies  of  their  Religion,  have  ways  and  means  of 
extracting  money  from  thofe  of  their  perfuafion,  which 
the  Proteftant  Clergy  have  not.  The  former,  through- 
out Europe,  are  complete  adepts  in  the  fcience  of  reli- 
gious alchemy.  A  Romifh  Prieft  can  procure  a  fubfift- 
ence from  a  congregation  of  Romanifts,  when  a  Proteft- 
ant Clergyman,  with  a  congregation  of  Proteftants 
equally  numerous  and  wealthy,  if  bereft  of  Tithes,  would 
ftarve.  It  is  further  to  be  confidered,  that  the  difaffe&ion 
of  the  Romifh  Clergy,  as  well  as  Laity,  arifes  from  the 
principles  of  their  Religion;  and  that  it  admits  of  no 
other  cure  than  the  change  of  thefe  piinciples..  Were 
the  Romifh  Clergy  in  pofleflion  of  the  whole  revenues 
of  the  Proteftant  Church  Eftablilhment  in  Ireland,  it 
would  not  render  then}  a  whit  lefs  hoftile  to  the  Proteft«* 
3nt  Government.  No  argument  for  conferring  on  them 
9  provifion  from  the  State  can  be  deduced  from  the  fup- 
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pofitioij,  that  the  attachment  of  that  order  of  men  would  Id 
thereby  enfured  to  the  State.  Their  hoftility  would  in 
fuch  cafe  remain  unchanged  :  their  ability  to  exercife  it 
more  effectually  Would  be  increafed.  The  Gentleman 
\vho  has  propofed  this  expedient,  has,  if  I  am  rightly 
informed,  documents  in  his  pofTeffion  fufficient  to  de- 
monftrate  that  the  Romifh  Priefts  throughout  the  king- 
dom were  very  active  agents  in  the  late  Rebellion  :  many 
of  them  appeared  openly  in  arms,  and  were  generally 
the  moft  blood-thirfty  of  the  Infurgents.  It  is  not  a 
little  furprifing  to  obferve,  that  a  fcheme  for  conferring 
public  rewards  and  eflablimments  on  vanquifhed,  yet 
irreclaimable  Rebels,  who  fo  recently  imbrued  their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  their  loyal  fellow-fubjects,  at  the 
expenfe,  and  extracted  from  the  pockets,  of  the  fumy- 
ing  fufferers,  mould  be  propofed  as  one  of  the  conditions 
of  an  Incorporating  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  1 
And  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  fuch  fcherne  will  be  finally 
reprobated  by  the  magnanimous  Britilh  Minifter,  and  by 
every  Proteftant  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and  that 
no  new  arrangements  refpecting  Tithes  will  be  introduced 
in  Ireland,  except  fuch  as  mall  be  adopted  in  England; 
and  that  the  eftablifhed  Clerg)  of  both  kingdoms  may  be 
kept  on  the  fame  footing.  That  great  Minifter,  who 
may  with  propriety  be  ftyled  the  Atlas  of  Europe,  is  fo 
fully  engaged  in  bufinefs  of  the  greateft  moment  to  the 
Chriftian  world,  that  he  has  not  always  fufficient  lei  fare 
to  examine  minutely  all  the  circumftances  which  muft  be 
confidered  in  the  progrefs  of  a  Treaty  of  Union.  His 
great  and  comprehenfive  mind  entertains.the  general  plan 
on  an  enlarged  fcale  of  public  utility  ;  but  he  will  not 
difdain  to  receive  information  from  inferior  underftand- 
~>ngs  on  points  of  moment,  relating  to  the  rights  of 

confiderable 


confiderable  bodies  of  men,  whofe  agency  materially 
contributes  to  the  exiftence  of  fociety,  and  whofe  fe- 
curity  muft  be  provided  for  in  the  treaty, — rights  on 
•which  he  may  have  yet  caft  but  a  tranfient  glance,  as  a 
man  furveying  a  region  from  a  high  mountain,  views,  with 
but  little  attention,  inferior  eminences. 

I  cannot  help  exprefling  my  regret,  that  the  fpirit  of 
Burkifm,  which  has  notorioully  poflefled  fome  men  of 
great  power  in  England,  feems  to  have  made  its  way  to 
the  Britifh  Minifter,  fo  as  to  convey  to  him  fome  very 
falfe  information  refpe&ing  Irifli  affairs.  His  ftyling 
the  caufes  of  complaint  of  Irifh  Romanifts  moft  goading 
and  opprejfive,  convinces  me  that  fome  impreflions  have 
been  made  upon  him,  not  at  all  favourable  to  the  true 
interefts,  not  only  of  Irifh,  but  of  Englifh  Proteftants^ 
I  cannot  comprehend  what  goading  or  opprejjlve  caufe  of 
complaint  Irifh  Romanifts  labour  under.  They  are  on  an 
exact  level  with  IrifhProteftantsin  the  equal  enjoyment  of 
all  civil  privileges,  except  the  capacity  of  fitting  in  Par- 
liament and  filling  a  few  public  offices,  in  whofe  depart- 
ment is  lodged  the  Supreme  Executive  Power  of  the 
State.  And  how  are  they  incapacitated  ?  By  their  re- 
fufaj  to  take  the  oaths  and  engagements  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  State,  taken  by  all  His  Majefty's  fubjecls  who  fit 
in  Parliament  or  fill  fuch  offices.  This  incapacity  is  the 
only  caufe  of  complaint  of  Irifli  Romanics  ;  and  Englifh 
J^omanifts  have  the  very  fame  caufe  of  complaint.  Is 
this  a  caufe  of  complaint  moft  goading  and  opprejjfve? 
Are  the  -provifions  of  the  Englifh  A£t  of  the  firfl;  of 
Elizabeth,  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  jft  of  Willjam 
and  Mary,  of  the  Ted  and  Corporation  Ads,  of  the 
^ojh  of  Charles  the  Second,  pf  the  ift  of  George  the 
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Firft,  of  the  Ad  ratifying  the  Articles  of  Union  of 
England  and  Scotland,  of  all  the  fimilar  Ads  in  Ireland, 
all  already  mentioned,  goading  and  oppreflive  ?  I  am 
convinced  Mr.  Pitt  never  intended  to  throw  fuch  a  rer 
flection,  fuch  a  cenfure,  qn  thefe  Ads,  allowed  by  all 
our  ableft  writers,  and  by  all  who  are  not  Romanics  or 
Jacobins,  to  be  the  bulwarks  of  the  Conftitution.  I 
confefs  myfelf  utterly  unable  to  guefs  the  meaning  of 
the  pafTage  I  have  quoted,  and  would  acknowledge  great 
obligations  to  any  perfqn  who.  would  be  kind  enough  tp 
^xplain  it  to  me. 

I  think  this  no  improper  place  to  give  a  (hort  defcrip- 
tion,  for  t,he  information  of  Englifh.  Proteftants,  of  the 
magnificent  feminary  for  the  e)(dufive  education  of  Romijh, 
Prieftsy  lately  founded  and  eflablifhed  in  Ireland  by  ths 
fole  influence  of  the  Engli/h  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant ', 
always  the  Irtfh  Prime  Minift.er. 

In  the  feflion  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  of  the  year  1795, 
a  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  Secretary  into  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  entitled,  *.  An  Ad  for  the  better  Educa- 
*  tion  of  Perfons  profeiling  the  Popifh  or  Roman  Ca- 
<  tholic  Religion.'  This  Ad  empowered  certain  truf» 
tees,  therein  named,  to  receive  donations  for  eftabliih- 
ing  and  endowing  an  academy,  for  the  education  of  per- 
fons  profefling  the  Roman  Catholic  "Religion,  and  to 
acquire  lands  exempt  from  forfeiture  by  mortmain,  not 
exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  one  thqufand  pounds  :  and 
a  claufe  was  introduced  at  the  end  of  it,  for  giving 
thefe  truftees  the  fum  of  eight  thoufand  pounds,  out  of 
the  public  money,  as  an  aid  to  the  undertaking.  This 
Jill  pafled  through  the  Houfe,  an*l  was  enaded  into  a 
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Saw,  without  oppofition,  and  with  little  notice  or  <Uf- 
cuffion.  The  Secretary  repiefented,  that  it  was  more 
the  intereft  of  the  State  to  permit  Romanifts  to  found 
$  ferainary  for  the  education  of  their  youth  at  home, 
than,  by  refufing  fuch  permiflion,  to  incline  them  to 
fend  them  abroad  to  foreign  Romifh  feminaries ;  and 
that  it  was  becoming  the  liberality  of  the  nation  to  give 
them  fome  aid  towards  the  inftitution.  Thefe  repre- 
fentations  were  plaufjble,  and  no  Member  of  either 
Houfe  thought  it  a  matter  of  fufficient  importance  to 
warrant  an  pppofition,  fuppofing  the  Romanifts  were 
to  complete  the  bufmefs  at  their  own  cofts  ;  and  that 
Parliament  would  hear  no  more  of  it.  Mr.  HulTey, 
already  mentioned,  a  Romifh  Prieft  educated  in  Spain, 
and  imported  into  Ireland  during  the  fhort  Lieutenancy 
of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  was,  by  the  influence  of  the  Se* 
cretary,  appointed  Prefideut  of  the  Seminary:  this 
man  has  been  fmce  appointed  Bifhop  of  Waterford,  as 
he  afferts,  by  the  Pope,  and  has  made  himfelf  very  re- 
markable in  Ireland,  by  the  publication  of  a  moft  in- 
flammatory feditious  pamphlet,  under  the  title  of  a  Paf- 
toral  Letter.  The  projectors  of  this  fcheme  of  a  Ro- 
rnifh  Seminary,  however,  were  determined  not  to  let  the 
Irilh  Parliament  off  on  fuch  cheap  terms:  the  EngTijh 
Secretary,  though  a  very  honourable  worthy  man,  feemed 
in  every  particular  to  be  a  Haunch  Burkift,  or  at  leaft 
to  be  under  the  dominion  of  that  feel  of  politicians ; 
and,  being  the  oftenfible  founder  of  the  Seminary,  he 
refolved  it  mould  not  be  left  for  its  fupport  to  the  ca- 
fual  benevolence  of  I  rim  Romanifts,  for  whofe  ufe 
it  was  fojinded  ;  he  procured  the  payment  to  the  truf- 
tees  of  large  fums  of  money  out  of  the  public  purfe, 
Amounting  in  the  whole  to  near  forty  thoufand  pounds. 
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In  every  fubfequent  fe fli on r  a  regular  charge  of  eight 
thoufand  pounds  was  made  to  Parliament  for  its  annual 
fupport.  The  magnitude  of  this  fum,  for  fuch  a  purpofe, 
ftart.led  fomeof  the  Members  of  both  Houfes,  and  regular 
accounts  and  items  of  the  eftabliihment  and  expendi- 
ture were  called  for :  and  it  appeared  in  the  feffion  of 
1798,  that  not  one  penny  had  ever  been  received  by 
the  truftees,  from  any  Romanirl  as  a  donation  :  that  the 
eftablifhment  was  for  the  exclufive  education  of  two 
hundred  ftudents  in  Divinity  only,  as  a  fource  to  fur- 
nifh  a  perpetual  fupply  of  two  tboufand  Romijh  Priefls  to 
the  Kingdom  :  that  each  of  thefe  ftudents  was  to  be  en- 
tertained in  the  Seminary  for  four  years,  and  then  priefted, 
and  fent  abroad  as  an  officiating  Clergyman  :  that  the 
annual  fum  of  eight  thoufand  pounds  was  required  for 
the  maintenance  of  them  and  their  teachers ;  that  is, 
thefe  two  hundred  ftudents  were  to  be  educated  .  at  an 
annual  expenfe  of  forty  pounds  per  head  to  the  nation  : 
that  none  of  the  Romifh  laity  were  to  be  admitted  as 
ftudents  into  this  Seminary  ;  which  is  neither  more 
nor  lefs  than  a  moft  magnificent  Romifh  Monaftery, 
ere&ed,  and  to  be  fupported,  by  the  Irifh  Proteftant 
Parliament,  within  eleven  miles  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
for  the  faplent  purpofe  of  training  a  perpetual  body  of 
two  thoufand  miffionaries  to  be  difperfed  through  the 
nation,  to  propagate  fyftematic  doctrinal  difaffeclion 
to  the  eftablifhed  Government  in  Church  and  State. 
Many  Members  of  both  Houfes  exprefied  their  diilike 
of  this  inftitution  ;  they  did  not  fail  to  ftate  to  the  Mi- 
nifter,  that  Parliament  had  been  led  into  an  acquiefcence 
with  the  meafure  in  its  infancy,  by  great  cunning  and 
adclrefs;  that  the  Bill,  under  the  fhade  of  which  tfiis 
noxious  and  tsnconftitutional  weed  had  fprung  up3  did 
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toot  warrant  fo  dangerous  an  innovation  ;  that  it  only 
empowered  Irifh  Romanifts  to  found  a  Seminary  at 
their  own  expenfe,  for  the  education  of  their  youth  in 
general;  yet  this  was  a  Seminary  founded,  and  to  be 
iupported,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  nation,  for  the  exclu- 
five  education  of  Romiih  Priefts  :  that  it  was  evident 
the  Romiih  Laity  did  not  defire  nor  want  fuch  a  Se- 
minary, for  they  never  had  fubfcribed  a  ihilling  to  its 
fupport  ;  and  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin  had  been  opened 
to  them  for  the  education  of  their  youth,  by  the  Bill  of 
1793,  in  their  favour.  The  Englifh  Secretary  argued 
for  the  expediency  of  the  inftitution,  principally,  almolt 
entirely,  on  the  necejjjty,  as  he  alledged^  of  a  fupply  of  Ro- 
mifl)  Priefts  for  the  nation :  he  ftated,  that  the  Semi- 
naries for  the  education  of  the  Romiih  Priefts  in  France 
and  Flanders,  had  been  deftroyed  by  the  Jacobins  ;  that 
Romifh  Priefts  required  an  education  different  from 
that  of  their  Laity  ;  arid  that  therefore  this  Seminary  was 
properly  appropriated  to  the  exclufive  education  of  Ro- 
mifh Priefts.  Many  Members  of  the  Houfe  could  not 
comprehend  the  force  of  this  argument  :  they  could 
not  underftand  how  the  deftruclion  of  Seminaries  for 
the  education  of  Romifh  Priefts  in  Flanders  or  France, 
made  it  imperative  on  the  State  to  provide  for  the  edu- 
cation of  a  fet  of  men,  in  principles  of  Religion,  not 
only  different  from  that  of  the  State,  but  hoftile  to  it  ; 
and  for  the  purpofc  of  diffufing  it.  They  conceived  the  de- 
finition of  fuch  Scminariesto  be  advantageous  to  the  State ; 
the  eftabliihment  of  fimilar  ones  in  their  own  country, 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  highly  pernicious.  They  could 
not  comprehend  the  public  utility  of  educating- Romify 
youth,  deftined  for  the  Miniftry,  in  different  fc'nools 
from  the  lay  youth  of  that  perfuafion  :  they  knew  it  to 
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be  an  old  policy  in  the  Court  of  Rome,  to  feparate  thf 
Clergy  from  the  Laity,  in  all  concerns  relating  to  pri- 
vate life,  as  much  as  pofiible  ;  that  it  might  attach  the 
Clergy  in  all  countries  to  its  own  particular  intereft  : 
but  they  could  not  comprehend  the  neceflity  of  their  fup- 
porting  fuch  a  political  fyftem.  The  Minifter  was  very 
hard  pufhed  in  the  year  1798,  in  carrying  the  grant  of 
eight  thoufand  pounds  to  his  Monaftery  through  the 
Houfe  ;  many  of  his  mod  attached  friends  deferted,  and 
left  the  Houfe  during  the  dtbate ;  he  was  obliged  to  fend  out 
his  emiffaries  to  rally  his  fcattered  troops  ;  and  he  carried 
it  at  laft  by  a  relu&ant  majority  in  a  very  thin  Houfe, 
few  more  than  forty  Members  being  prefent.  In  the 
laft  feflion  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  the  new  Minifter 
introduced  a  Bill  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  a  grant 
of  a  fomething  lefs  fum  than  eight  thoufand  pounds  to 
this  Monaftery  ;  it  paiTed  the  Houfe,  and  went  up  to 
the  Lords,  where  it  was  thrown  out.  It  appeared  on 
this  occafion,  that  fixty-nine  ftudents  only>  inilead  of 
two  hundred,  were  maintaijied  in  the  houfe,  notwith- 
£anding  the  charge  for  the-  fupport  of  the  full  number 
was  but  little  diminifhed.  It  was  currently  reported, 
and  very  generally  believed,  that  about  thirty-fix  Romifli 
•ftudents  from  this  Monaftery,  had,  on  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Rebellion,  joined  the  Infurgents,  and  fought  at 
Kilcock  and  other  places  againft  the  King's  troops. 
Certain  it  is,  that  flxteen  or  feventeen  have  been  ex<- 
pelled  from  it  on  account  of  the  Rebellion ;  but  the 
Governors  waited  with  becoming  prudence^  till  the  Re- 
bellion was  fuppreflfedj  before  they  executed  this  a£l  ot 
wholefome  fc verity.  Some  of  thefe  rebellious  ftudents 
had  been  flain  in  action,  and  others  had  fled  to  efcape 
punilhment.  Previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re-. 
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bellion,  a  vifitation  had  been  held  in  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  and  feventeen  ftuderits,  all  Romanifts,  except 
three  or  four  reputed  Proteftants,  to  the  bed  of  my  re- 
collection, had  been  expelled  by  the  Vifitors  ;  it  bein^ 
proved,  that  they  had  been  feduced  into  that  abominable 
traitorous  aflbciation,  called  the  Society  of  United  Iriih- 
men :  one  of  the  reputed  Proteftants  was  a  brother  of 
Mr.  Emmet,  a  Member  of  the  Irifh  Directory,  now  ini- 
prifoned  at  Fort  George  in  Scotland.  From  what  ap- 
peared before  the  Vifitors,  it  was  pretty  evident,  that 
Romanifts  had  reforted  to  that  College,  particularly  the 
fons  of  a  leading  Romifti  democrat,  heretofore  a  very 
active  Member  of  the  Romifh  Convention  in  Dublin, 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  diffufing  the  poifon,  and  pro- 
pagating the  doctrines,  of  the  United  Irifhmen  through 
the  College  ;  and  that  the  contagion  was  flopped  in  time, 
by  the  fpirit  and  exertions  of  the  Proteftant  ftudents, 
through  whofe  intervention  the  Vifitors  were  called  on 
for  the  exertion  of  their  authority,  to  purge  the  Col- 
lege of  fuch  peftilent  corruptions.  When  the  new  Mi- 
nifter  found  his  Bill,  for  the  grant  of  fo  large  a  fum 
of  money  to  the  Romifh  Seminary,  was  rejected  by  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  he  attempted  to  introduce  another  Bill 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  but 
this  was  rejected,  conformably  to  the  eftablifhed  ufage 
of  the  Houfe,  which  forbids  the  introduction  of  a  new- 
Bill,  for  the  fame  purpofe  with  a  rejected  one,  in  the 
fame  feflion.  The  new  Minifter,  on  the  introduction  of 
his  fecond  Bill,  thought  fit  to  advert  to  the  vifitation 
which  had  been  held  eight  months  before  in  the  College 
of  Dublin  ;  and  extolling,  very  juftly,  the  conduct  of  ooe 
of  the  Vifitors  (without  condefcending  to  take  the  fmaUeft 
notice  of  the  conduct  of  the  other,  who  had  in  every  parti- 
2  cular 


C 

cuTar  concurred  with  his  colleague),  he  took  ocerrdon  td 
acquaint  the  Houfe,  that  the  College  of  Dublin  had  been 
infected  with  the  poifon  of  treafon  ;  without  any  Tea- 
Ton,  vifible  to  the  generality  of  the  Members,  for  the  in- 
troduction of  the  vifitation  or  the  infection  of  the 
College  of  Dublin  into  his  fpeech  ;  with  any  part  of 
which  they  had  no  apparent  connexion  :  he  alfo  pathe- 
tically lamented  the  mifcarriage  of  his  Bill  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  ;  and  particularly  ftatcd,  that  Government 
would  not  let  fo  ufeful  an  injlitution,  as  that  of  the  Romijk 
Monaftery,  fall  to  decay ,  for  want  of  fufficient  fupport.  I 
perfectly  underftood  the  Iriih  Minifter's  reafon  for  in- 
troducing into  his  fpeech  the  vifitation  of  the  College 
of  Dublin,  and  its  infection  :  he  feared  the  objections 
\vhich  might  be  made  to  the  Romifh  Monaftery,  on  the 
fcore  of  treafon,  and  determined  to  obviate  them,  by  ftat- 
ingthat  the  Proteftant  College  of  Dublin  had  alfo  been  in- 
fected. But  he  omitted  to  (late,  that  almoft  all  the  ftudents 
expelled  from  the  College  of  Dublin  were  Romanics, 
or  had  been  fhortly  before  fo  ;  and  that  the  infection 
had  been  introduced  by  them  :  that  the  College  of  Dub- 
lin had  near  feven  hundred  ftudents,  -feventeen  only  of 
•whom  were  expelled,  and  that  they  were  dragged  to  the 
vifitatorial  tribunal  by  the  Proteftant  itudents :  that  the 
great  mafs  of  the  ftudents  of  Trinity  College,  Dub- 
lin, were  eminently  loyal:  and  that  the  Romifh  Mo- 
naftery, whofe  ftudents  were  fecluded  from  the  world, 
and  therefore  lefs  liable  to  external  infection,  had  but  fix- 
ty-nine  ftudents,  feventeen  of  whom  were  expelled  for 
actual  Rebellion,  exclufive  of  thofe  who  were  killed  in 
action,  or  fled  from  the  gallows.  I  never  could  difcover 
the  utility  of  the  inftitution,  as  dated  by  the  Minifter  ; 
nor  do  I  fufficiently  underftand,  how  Government  can 

apply 


6pply  any  part  of  the  public  treafure  to  its  fupport,  not 
only  without  the  concurrence  of  Parliament,  but  con- 
trary to  its  decifion,  by  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  for 
that  purpofe  :  I  thought  the  Treafury  was  better  guarded, 
than  to  admit  of  fuch  an  arbitrary  difpofition  of  any  part 
of  its  contents.  The  annual  income  for  the  fupport 
of  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin  does  not  amount  to  eight 
thoufand  pounds.  A  large  part  of  this  arifes  from  pri- 
vate donations,  the  remainder  from  grants  of  the  Crown 
of  its  own  eftates,  and  no  part  of  it  from  Parliamentary 
grants  of  fums  to  be  raifed  by  taxes  aflefled  on  the  fub- 
je£l.  The  monftrous  provifion  required  for  the  educa- 
tion and  fubfiftence  of  two  hundred  Romifh  ftudents, 
all  paupers,  will  be  more  clearly  underftood,  when  I 
compare  it  with  that  which  is  provided  for  poor  fcholars 
in  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  molt  of  whom  are  de- 
ftined  to  the  Proteftant  Miniftry  in  Ireland.  There  are 
thirty  fizers  in  the  College  of  Dublin  ;  thefe  poor 
gentlemen  have  no  provifion  whatfoever  from  the 
College,  fave  their  dinners,  of  the  broken  meat  from 
the  table  of  the  fellows  :  they  are  obliged  to  provide 
their  own  chambers  :  there  are  feventy-two  fcholars  of 
the  houfe,  thirty  of  whom  enjoy  what  are  called  Na- 
tives' Places  ;  the  Natives  have  each  a  falary  of  twenty 
pounds  per  annum,  and  their  dinners :  the  remaining 
forty-two  fcholars  have  four  pounds  per  annum,  and 
their  dinners  :  they  are  both  obliged  to  provide  their  own 
chambers.  A  fcholarftiip  is  not  attainable  till  the  ftu- 
dent  is  of  two  or  three  years  (landing,  a  Native's  place 
not  until  he  is  of  four  :  and  both  expire  when  the  Un- 
dent attains  the  (landing  of  a  Mafter  of  Arts.  The 
Romifh  poor  fcholars  in  the  Monaftery  are  magnificently 
lodged  gtatis,  and  maintained  at  a  great  expenfe  in  a 

moft 


moft  plentiful  manner :  there  is  a  provifion  for  two 
hundred.  How  different  are  the  eftabliihments  for  the 
education  of  the  Proteflant  and  Romifh  Clergy  in  Ire- 
land !  And  how  infinitely  fupenor  is  that  of  the  latter 
clafs!  This  is  one,  and  a  very  glaring  effect  of  the 
fpirit  of  Burkifm,  diffiifed  among  our  rulers  both  iii 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland*  There  is  no  fuch  magni- 
ficent foundation,  in  any  College  of  the  two  famous 
Univerfities  of  Oxford  aiid  Cambridge,  for  the  educa- 
tion and  fubfiftence  of  poor,  or  any  (Indents,  as  is  made 
in  this  Romifh  Monaftery,  for  the  education  and  fub- 
fiftence of  thefe  embryos  of  Romifh  Priefts,  deftined 
for  the  propagation  of  doctrinal  principles  through  the 
realm,  fubverfive  of  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and 
State  I 


I  am  now  come  to  the  laft  obfervation  I  (hall  make* 
on   the  melancholy  effects  of  the  fpirit  of  Burkifm   in 
the  Britiih   Councils:  I  mould  indeed  have  been  willing 
to  omit  it,    from  my  refpe&  to  the   great   Perfonage, 
whofe  ccnduft    I  mull    neceffarily    advert   to ;    but    the 
tranfa£lion    I  am  about  to  ftate,  has  become  fo  public, 
and  is  of    itfelf  of  fo  extraordinary    a  nature,    fo  de- 
monftrative  of  the  deceptions   pra&ifed  in  England  by 
Mr.  Burke's  difciples,  and  the  mifinformation  refpeft- 
ing  the  itatc  of  Ireland,  which  they  find  means  to  con- 
vey to  great  Minifters  of  State,  and  obtain  credit  for ; 
that  it  cannot  be  omitted  in  a  Tra&,  written  with  a  view 
of  opening  the  eyes  of  the  Britiih  nation,  and  expofing 
to  it.  the  dangerous  arts  of  the   profeflbrs   of  Burkifm, 
and   the   deplorable    effe&s    they   are   capable   of  pro- 
ducing. 

The 
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The  county  of  Wexford,  in  which  the   late  Rebel- 
lion  burft  outj  fuddenly  and   unexpectedly^    with  afto- 
uifhing  rapidity  and  fury,  lies  on  the  fea-coaft  oppofite 
to  Pembrokefhire  in  South  Wales  ;  it  is  almoft  entirely 
comprifed  in  the  diocefe   of  Ferns.     The  Rebels  in  two 
days    made    themfelves    matters    of    almoft   the   whole 
county,  and    particularly  of  the  inland   parts.     I    have 
already  ftated  part  of  the  barbarous  maflacres  they  com- 
mitted  on  the  Proteftant  inhabitants  of  that  county  in 
.cold  blood  ;    and  particularly  their  {laughter  of  all  the 
Proteftant  Clergy  who  fell  into  their  hands.      At   the 
firlt  explofion,  a  few  Proteftant  Clergymen,  and  other 
Proteftant  inhabitants,  living  near  the  fea-coaft,  finding 
their  retreat  into   the  country  cut  off,  and  hearing  of 
the  indiscriminate  murder  of  all  Proteftants  by  the  Re- 
bels, hopelefs  of  mercy,  fled  to  the  coaft>  threw  them- 
felves into  the  firft  boats  they  met  with,  almoft  all  final! 
yawls  and  {kiffs>  undecked,  and  furnifhed  only  with  oars^ 
and  committed  themfelves  to  the  waves  of  a  very  boifterous 
fea,  to  efcape  from  their  mefcilefs  purfuers.     The  Al- 
niighty  God  preferved  the  lives  of  thefe  perfecuted  wan- 
derers ;  they  cprofled  the  Channel  fafely,  and   landed  in 
Pembrokemire,    with    no    other    fuftenance  than  what 
was    contained    in    their    pockets;     and     ho    clothes^ 
but  what  they  wore  0*1  their  .p erf on s  $  and  made  their 
way  to  the   town  of  Haverford  Weft,  deftitute   of  all 
means  of  fubfiftence.     .Mr.  John  Colclough  of  Tintern 
Abbey,  on  the  fea-coaft  of  the  county  of  Wexfordj  the 
fecond  fon  of  a  refpecl:able   family  in  the  countyy  and 
nephew  to   Mr.   Cornelius  Grogan^  who  a&ed  in  the 
capacity  of  CommifTary  Geheral  to   the   Rebel    army, 
having   a  ftout   veflel   of  his  own>    put   to  fea  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  and  landed  in  Pembroke 


&ire,  together  with  one  Thomas  M'Corti  or  M'L<?ar<f, 
*  clerk  whom  he  employed  in  a  flour-mill,  and  they 
both  repaired  to  the  town  of  Haverford  Weft.  It  ap- 
pears by  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the 
Iriih  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  Mr.  Colclough  and  his 
clerk  were  fufpi-cled  to  have  been  very  -active  in  pro- 
moting the  Rebellion.  (See  Appendix  to  that  Report, 
No.  35.)  However,  whether  the  fufpicion  was  juft  or 
not,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  chofe  to  join  the  In- 
furgents  ;  for  they  quitted  the  country  on  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  Coklough  was  at  the 
head  of  his  family  intereft  (his  eldeil  brother  being  ab- 
fent  on  the  Continent),  which  was  very  confiderable, 
and  gave  him  a  great  influence  among  the  lower  orders 
in  the  county,  particularly  the  Romifh  peafantry ;  and 
he  might  have  been  of  great  fervice  in  curbing  the  Re- 
bellion, had  he  remained  in  the  country,  and  been 
willing  to  exert  himfelf  in  that  refpect :  and  he  could 
have  remained  in  the  country  with  greater  fafety  than 
other  gentlemen,  as  well  on  account  of  his  family  in- 
fluence, as  that  of  his  uncle,  a  Rebel  General,  and  2 
man  of  great  property.  The  Magiftracy  and  inhabit- 
ants of  Haverford  Weft  received  the  unfortunate  fu- 
gitives with  great  charity  and  hofpitality:  they  made 
fubfcfiptions  for  their  relief  and  fupport  until  they 
could  procure  fupplies  for  their  fubfiftence  from  Ireland. 
Meff.  Jordan  and  Bowen,  Magiftrates  of  Havetford 
Weft,  wrote  an  account  of  the  arrival  of  thefe  fufferers 
in  their  town,  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
His  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  and  probably  folicited  relief  for  them  : 
to  this  application  of  thefe  Magiftrates,  his  Grace  was 
•pleafed  to  return  the  following  an fwer. :  which  I  here 

iniert, 
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Infert,  as  it  was  publifhed  in  the  Dublin  Journal,  and 
fevcral  other  Newfpapers.  It  bears  date  the  aad  of  June 
2798; 

'  GENTLEMEN* 

*  I  have  received  your  letter  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  late  in- 

*  flux  of  perfons  in  your  county  from  Ireland,  and  am  ex- 
c  tremely  forry  to  obferve  that  there  are  fo  many  young 

*  Clergymen  and  able-bodied  men  among  them.  The  conduct 

*  of  fuch  perfons  in  remaining  out  of  Ireland  at  a  moment 

*  like  the  prefent,  is  very  much  to  be  cenfured ;  and  I  de- 

*  fife  that  you  will  ufeyour  beft  endeavours  to  imprefs  them 

*  with  a  due  fenfe  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  fuch  an 

*  example,   and  of  the  difhonourable  and  difgraceful  im* 

*  putations  to  which  it  obvioully  expofes  themfelves :  and 

*  at  the  fame  time  that  you  will  make  known  to  the 

*  Clergy  y  -that  {heir  names  will  certainly  be  reported  to  their 
'  refpeftive  diotefans.     With    refpect   to   Mr.  Cole lough > 

*  and  Mr.  M'Cord,  I  defire  that  they  may  have  full  li- 

*  berty,  either  to  go  to  Ireland,  or  to  ftay  in  the  country; 

*  and  that  all  perfons  fir  whom  they  Thill  anfwtr,  as  well  as 
«  all  the  infirm  men>  women,  and  children,  may  be  ad- 

*  mitted  to  the  fame  indulgence. 

c  I  am,  Gentlemen, 
«  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
«  Whitehall,  June  1ldr  1798.  PORTLAND. 

'  To  Meffrs.  Jordan  and  Bowen,  at  Haverford  Weft? 

The  county  and  the  town  of  Wexford  were  refcued 
from  the  Rebels,  about  the  time  of  the  date  of  the  Duke's 
letter.  They  were  chafed  from  them,  with  confidei^ble 


(laughter  :  the  Proteftant  Gentlemen  of  the  county  were 
fummoned  to  a  general  meeting  in  the  town  of  Wexford 
on  the  yth  of  July  1798,  by  General  Lake.  A  copy  of 
the  Duke's  letter  was  laid  before  them  ;  they  were  all 
(truck  with  amazement  :  and  they  determined  unani- 
tnoufly  to  fend  a  letter  to  the  Duke  on  the  fubjecl,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy  :  it  was  figned  by  the  High 
Sheriff  of  the  county  : 

'  The  Committee  of  Gentlemen  of  the  county  of 
Wexford,-  appointed  by  General  Lake,  having  read  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland 
to  Meffrs.  Bowen  and  Jordan,  Magiftrates  in  the  town 
of  Haverford  Weft,  South  Wales,  dated  22d  June,  ult. 
and  which  appears  to  have  been  in  anfwer  to  a  letter 
received  by  his  Grace  from  thofe  Gentlemen,  cannot 
avoid  teftifying  their  hearty  forrow  at  the  cenfure  thrown 
upon  the  Clergy  of  their  diocefe  infaid  letter,  and  their 
indignation  at  the  grofs  mifreprefentation  which  muft 
have  occafioned  it.  They  are  unanimous  in  a  high 
opinion  of  the  loyalty,  patriotifm,  and  proper  comJuft 
of  the  Clergy,  and  ftrongly  feel  the  neceflity  of  their 
flight  and  abfence  during  the  continuance  of  the  Rebel- 
lion which  fo  unhappily  raged  in  this  county  ;  as,  had 
they  not  effected  their  efcape,  they  have  every  reafon  ta 
conclude  that  they  would  have  fhared  a  fimilar  fate  with 
tfeofe  unhappy  few  of  that  body,  who  early  fell  into  the 
hanjds  of  t.he.Infurgents,  and  were  afterwards  maffacred 
in  cold  blood. 


v I.They  lament,  that  men  of  fuch  unblemiflied  cha- 

*  faster  and  conduct,  fhould,  from  the  fecret  reprefenta- 

*  tions  of  perfons  no  way  qualified,  be  profcribed  that 

€  prote&ioa 


c  protection  and  afylum  fo  liberally  beftowed  on  the  per- 

*  fons  of  Mr.  John  CMough-.paft  Thomas  M'Cord,  men 
<  who  were,  and  might  have  remained  in  perfeft  fecurity 

*  in  His  Majefty's  fort  at  Duncannon,  and  whofe  cha- 
'  ra&ers  are  by  no  means  free  from  imputation  in  this 

*  country,  and  on  whom  they  are  forry  to  find  fuch  favour 

*  lavifhed  by  the  Engllfh  Cabinet ',  as  they  are  certain  no 

*  favourable  account  of  their  conduct  could  be  made  to 

*  Government  fave  by  themfelves. 

«  EDWARD  PERCIVALL, 
*  Sheriff,  and  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

<  Wexford,  July  >]tb,  1798. 

«  Ti  bis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Whitehall? 

To  this  letter,  though  written  in  the  names  of  a  great 
number  of  the  moft  refpe&able  Gentlemen  in  the  county, 
and  figned  by  the  High  Sheriff,  his  Grace,  as  I  am  inr 
formed,  never  condescended  to  return  any  anfwer. 

The  following  paragraph  was  inferted  in  the  Waterford 
Newfpaper  of  July  the  loth,  1798  : 

<  Yefterday  Mr.  John  Colclough  of  Tintern  Caftle, 
•*  county  of  Wexford,  was  brought  here  from  Milford,  in 

*  cuftody  of  two  King's  meflengers  ;  he  was  efcorted  by 

*  a  party  of  the  Union  cavalry  to  Thomas  Town  on  his 

*  way  to  Dublin.     Mr.  M'Cord,  who  was  implicated  in 
(  the  charge  for  which  the  former  was  apprehended,  had 

*  made  off,  but  it  is  faid  that  there  was  no  probability  of 

*  his  avoiding  the  vigilance  of  his  purfuers.     Thefe  are 

*  tbe  two  Gentlemen  who  werefpoken  fo  favourably  of,  in  a 

*  letter 


(    230    ) 

*  letter  from  the  fiuke  of  Portland  to  Meffrs.  Jordan  and 

*  Bowen  at  Haverford  Weft. 

«  CLERICUS  WEXFORDIENSIS.' 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  is  the  chief  of  the 
family  of  Bentinck  in  England,  which  is  originally  Dutch ; 
his  Grace's  anceftor  was  the  great  favourite  of  King  Wil- 
liam the  Third,  our  glorious  deliverer  from  Popery,  Sla- 
very, and  arbitrary  Power:  he  accompanied  thatgreatPrince 
to  England,  and  received  from  him  moft  bountiful  rewards 
for  his  fervices,  and  moft  lavifh  marks  of  his  favour.  His 
Grace  owes  all  his  honours,  all  his  great  eftates,  to  the 
Revolution  of  1688  ;  he  enjoys,  and  holds  them,  if  I  may 
fo  fay,  by  a  Proteftant  tenure.  His  Grace  is  univerfally 
efleemed  a  Nobleman  of  great  benevolence,  and  amply 
endowed  with  the  focial  virtues.  At  the  time  he  wrote 
this  letter  to  the  Magiftrates  of  Haverford  Weft,  he  was, 
as  he  now  is,  His  Majefty's  principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department ;  and  confequently  ought  to 
have  been  well  informed  on  points  relating  to  the  internal 
ftate,  as  well  of  Ireland,  as  of  Great  Britain.  To  what; 
caufe  then  can  the  writing  of  fuch  a  letter  by  his  Grace,  fo 
unmeritedly  reflecting  on  the  conduct  of  Proteftant  Cler- 
gymen, be  attributed  ?  Protejlant  Clergymen  in  the  moft 
diftrefled  fituation  that  men  could  be  reduced  to  !  obliged 
to  beg  from  ftrangers  a  morfel  of  bread,  and  a  fpot  to  lay 
their  wearied  limbs  in  !  a  letter  profcribing  all  relief  to 
Profeftant  Clergymen^  obliged  to  fly,  naked  and  deftitute, 
from  their  homes,  in  open  boats  acrofs  the  fea,  and  to 
brave  all  the  perils  of  the  deep,  to  efcape  from  the  ruth- 
lefs  daggers  of  infuriate  RomifhafTaffins;  that  relief  which 
was  fo  liberally  and  charitably  afforded  to  French  Romtfh 
friejls  in  fimilar  circumftances  !  a  letter  enjoining  their 


fellow-fubje&s  to  fpurn  Proteftant  Clergymen 
flying   from  maflacre,   and  imploring   prote&ipn,    with 
contempt  and  reprobation  from  their  doors !  The  caufe  is 
to  be  found  in  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  difciples 
of  the  late  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  and  of  himfelf  whilft 
living,  in  infufmg  the  poifon  of  his  Romifh  principles  into 
the  minds  of  his  Grace,  and  of  other  great  men  in  Eng- 
land :    mifreprefenting,    traducing,    and  vilifying    with 
unwearied  and  unceafing  application,    the    whole  Pro- 
teftant fyftem  in  Ireland.     How  powerful  muft  the  in- 
fluence of  Burkifm  be,  when  it  could  load  the  mild  and 
benevolent  difpofition  of  his  Grace  with  fo  uncharitable 
a  bias!  I  have  been  for  fifteen  years  laft  paft  Vicar  Ge- 
neral of  the  diocefe  of  Ferns  ;  I  have  therefore  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  well  acquainted  with  the  Clergy  of  it ;  and 
I   never  yet  knew  a  fet  of  men  more  orthodox,  more 
pious,  more  charitable,  more  efteemed  by  thear  Proteftant 
parifhioners,  and,  as  was  generally  fuppofed,   by  their 
Romifh  pariftiioners  too,  till  the  late  Rebellion  fet  fire  to 
the  mine  of  their  irreclaimable  hoftility  to  what  they  are 
taught  to   repute  Herefy,     The  Wexford  Clergy  were 
almoft  all  refident  in  their  refpe&ive  parifties,  and  were 
regular  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty,     But  my  teftimony 
of  their  irreproachable  and  meritorious  conduct  is  of  very 
little  eon fequence,  when  weighed  with  that  of  the  great 
body  of  the  Proteftant  Gentlemen  of  the  county,  their  pa-< 
rifhioners,  and  their  attached  friends,  from  a  due  fenfe 
and  experience  of    their  merits.     His  Grace's  unwar- 
rantable reflexions  on  the  conduct  of  the  poor,  diftrefled, 
defpoiied,  and  exiled  Protefiant.Clergy  of  Wexford  in  his 
letter,  are  not  more  wonderful,  than  his  favourable  re- 
commendation of  Meflrs.  Colclough  and  M'Cord  to  the 
Maglftrates  of  Haverford  Weft.    Surely  if  the  conduft  of 


the  Clergy,  in  flying  from  their  country  in  a  feafon  of 
Rebellion,   was  reprehenfible  ;    that  of  thefe  two   per- 
fonages,   particularly  of  the    firft,    in  abandoning  their 
country  at  fo  critical  a  period,  deferved  infinitely  more  the 
cenfure  of  his  Grace.     They  were  both  young  men  able 
to  fight  in  defence  of  their  lives  and  properties  ;  and  Mr. 
Colclough  could  have  been  of  great  fervice  in  extinguiih- 
ing  the  flames  of  Rebellion  in  a  very  confiderable  part  of 
the  county  of  Wexford,  had  he  been  inclined   to  exert 
himfclf  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  they  could  both  have  re- 
mained at  home  with  much  lefs  hazard  to  their  perfons 
or  properties,  than  the  Proteftant  Clergy,     His  Grace's 
favour  to  thefe  two  men  muft  have  arifen  from  the  fame 
fource  with  his  reprobation  of  the  conducl  of  the  Wexford 
Clergy.     And   I  do  prefume  moft  humbly  to  fuggeft  to 
his  Grace,  the  juftice  and  propiiety  of  reviewing  his  own 
conduct  on  this  occafion  ;  and  examining  into  the  fources 
of  that  mifmformation,  which  lee)  his  Grace,  to  adopt  a 
proceeding   fo  oppofite  to  the  general   operations  of  his 
Grace's  humanity,  fo  very  diftreffing  to  the  innocent  and 
opprefled  objects  of  his  Grace's  cenfure,  and  fo  grating  to 
the  feelings  of  every  loyal  Proteftant  fubje6t  of  the  Bri- 
tifti  Empire. 

I  will  conclude  with  exprefling  a  wifli,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  Burkifm  may  receive  an  effeclual  and  timely 
check,  as  well  in  Great  Britain  as  in  Ireland  :  and  that 
all  difgraceful  and  pitiful  intrigues  with  an  Irifh  Romifh 
faction,  in  itfelf  utterly  inefficient,  either  for  the  promo- 
tiqn  or  obftrucljon  of  an  Incorporating  Union  of  the  two 
nations,  and  highly  ofFeniive  to  the  loyal  Proteftant  fubr 
je&s  of  His  Majefty  i§  Ireland,  may  be  fpeedily  and 
for  ever  abandoned  :  and  that  the  patronage  by  Britifh 
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Statefmen  of  fuch  mifchievous,  defperate  proje&s  as  Lord 
Minto's,  which,  if  at  all  practicable,  would  be  fubverflvc 
of  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  in  both  coun- 
tries, may  not  be  made  a  powerful  objection  to  that  mod 
effective  of  all  meafures,  which  can  be  ever  propofed  for 
the  aggrandizement  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  and  the  mu- 
tual benefit  of  both  countries — an  INCORPORATING 
UNION. 

PATRICK  DUIGENAlsL 

Dublin,  Seftemler  2O//;,  1799. 


P.  S.  MY  original  defign  was,  to  prefent  to  the  Britifh 
Miniftry,  and  to  the  Englilh  nation  in  general,  a  fair  and 
juft  picture  of  the  Prefent  Political  State  of  Ireland;  which 
feems  to  have,  for  fome  time  paft,  been  expofed  to  their 
view  in  very  falfe  and  deceptive  colours.  I  conceived 
that  fuch  a  performance  might  be  of  ufe  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  meafures,  which  muft  precede  and  introduce  an 
Incorporating  Union  of  the  two  nations.  I  am  a  man 
attached  to  no  party,  unlefs  my  fteady  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  the  Conftitution  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in 
Church  and  State,  be  confidered  as  attachment  to  a  party. 
I  am  neither  placed  nor  penfioned,  but  I  am  a  loyal  Pro- 
teftant  fubject  of  His  Majefty.  I  have  explicitly  ex- 
prefled  my  opimqn  refpe&ing  an  Incorporating  Union, 
though  I  have  offered  no  arguments  on  the  queftion,  as  it  has 
been  already  fully  canvafled  in  many  able  publications  both 
in  England  and  Ireland  ;  amongft  which,  I  particularly 
recommend  to  the  perufal  of  fuch  as  are  defirous  of  good 
information  on  the  fubje£t,  two  pamphlets:  the  oneconr 
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taming  '  The  Speech  of  William  Smithy  Efq.  on  the  Debate  of 
4  the  t^ucfliwi  of  Union  In  the  Irijh  Houje  of  Commons ,  par- 
ticularly that  part  of  it  -which  relates  to  the  Competency 
of  Parliament :  the  other,  the  fame  Gentleman's  *  Review9 
of  the  pamphlet  containing  *  The  Speech  of  the  Right  Ho- 
•*  nourable  the  Sptakerofthe  Irijh  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  infi* 
nitely  the  moft  formidable  adverfary  of  an  Union,  and  one 
of  the  ableft  men  in  Ireland.  Thefe  two  pamphlets  I  look 
uppn  as  capital  performances.  In  the  latter,  the  author, 
\vho  is  a  young  man,  has  combated  with  great  vigour  ths 
arguments  of  the  well-informed  veteran  politician,, 
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Calculation  of  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  Ireland. 
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WILLIAM  PETTY  furveyed  the  whole  kingdom 
of  Ireland  with  amazing  accuracy  (as  may  be  feen  by  hi* 
Map  preferved  in  the  Surveyor-general's  office),  fhortly 
before  the  Restoration  in  1660,  by  order  of  the  then 
Irifli  Government.  In  his  *  Political  Anatomy*  he  ftates 
the  whole  population  of  Ireland  in  1672,  fixteen  years 
antecedent  to  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  war, 
to  amount  to  one  million  one  hundred  thoufand. 

Dean  Swift,  in  his  fecond  Drapier's  Letter,  publiflied 
in  1724,  ftates,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  by  the 
largeft  computation,  then  amounted  to  one  million  and  9 
half  only. 

In  1732,  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland 
•was  made  by  order  of  Government,  and  they  were  found 
to  be  under  two  millions. 

Mr.  Bufhe,  a  Member  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons, 
)ias  given  an  account  of  the  number  of  houfes  in  Ireland, 
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calculated  from  the  hearth-money  books  in  1791  ;  with 
other  documents  for  enumerating  the  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  Chalmers,  from  the  documents  furniflied  by  Mr. 
Btifhe,  calculates  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  Ireland 
in  I791  to  amount  to  four  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  ; 
and  from  thence  deduces,  that  they  have  been  nearly 
quadrupled  in  the  courfe  of  one  hundred  years  fince  the 
Revolution.  (See  '  Chalmers's  Eftimate, 'page  222,  223.) 

With  this  laft  calculation  I  cannot  agree,  for  the  fol- 
lowing reafons : 

i ft.  Mr.  Chalmers,  who  has  taken  great  pains  to  af- 
certain  the  population  of  England  and  Wales,  computes 
that  population  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  to  have 
amounted  to  nearly  feven  millions  (Eftimate,  page  58) ;  and 
the  population  in  the  year  1794  to  amount  to  nearly  eight 
millions  and  a  half  (Eftimate,  page  220) :  and  confequently, 
that  England  and  Wales  have  increafed  in  population  only 
one  million  and  a  half  in  one  hundred  years*  In  his 
quotation  from  Mr.  Wallace  it  is  laid  down,  that  tha 
dlftreiTed  circumftances  of  mankind  difabling  them  to  pro- 
vide for  a  family,  check  very  greatly  the  increafe  of  po- 
pulation (Eftimate,  page  22 1)  :  and  he  ftates,  that  when 
England  was  a  country  of  fhepherds  and  warriors,  fhe 
•was  inconfiderable  in  numbers  ^  that  when  manufacturers 
found  their  way  into  the  country,  when  hufbandmen 
gradually  acquired  greater  fkill,  and  when  the  fpirit  of 
commerce  at  length  actuated  all,  people,  as  it  were,  grew 
out  of  the  earth,  amidft  convulfions,  famine,  and  warfare  ; 
that  England  can  fcarcely  be  regarded  a.s  a  manufacturing 

and 
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and  commercial  country  at  the  Revolution,  \vben  con- 
trafted  with  her  prefent  profperity  in  manufacture  and 
trade.  (Eftimate,  page  212,  213.)  Ireland,  dttring  the 
whole  period  from  the  Revolution  to  the  prefent  day, 
when  manufactures  and  commerce  are  little  more  than  in 
their  dawn,  that  dawn  itfelf  only  commencing  in  the 
year  1782,  when  the  fliackles  on  her  commerce  were  taken 
off,  may  be  faid  to  have  been  a  country  of  ihepherds  and 
warriors.  The  whole  kingdom,  part  of  the  province  of 
Ulfter  excepted,  in  which  the  linen  manufacture  has  for 
fome  years  ftourifhed  (and  which  alfo  has  been  doubled  in 
the  laft  ten  years),  being  almoft  deftitute  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  and  inhabited  chiefly  by  herdfmen  ; 
a  peafantry,  as  poor  and  miferable  as  any  in  Europe,  for 
want  of  employment,  and  always  furnifhing  the  armlet 
of  foreign  Potentates,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Great  Britain, 
with  multitudes  of  foldiers,  and  all  foreign  nations,  par- 
ticularly America,  with  crowds  of  emigrants  *.  England, 
at  the  fame  time,  eonftantly  increafing  in  mariufa&ure* 
and  commerce,  and  her  people  fo  fully  employed,  that 
the  nation  has  frequently  complained  of  want  of  hand?  to 
execute  the  various  works  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
From  all  which,  I  think  it  not  only  improbable,  but 
impoflible,  that  Ireland  can  have  quadrupled  her  popu- 
lation fince  the  Revolution,  and  that  England  and  Wales 
fhould  not,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  have  increafed 
their  population  even  by  a  fourth  part, 

2dly.  I  think  the  calculation  made  by  Mr.  Chalmers, 
from  the  documents  afforded  by  Mr.  Bufhe1,  of  the  num- 
bers in  each  houfe,  is  too  great  ;  in  particular,  the  cal- 
tulation  of  fix  perfons  to  a  hcufe  of  one  hearth  :  not 
inaore  than  four,  if  fo.many,  fhould  be  allowed.  The 
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Inhabitants  of  fuch  houfes  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  mainraiii 
Servants;  they  confift  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and  children^ 
•when  fully  inhabited ;  often  of  widows  and  children* 
The  Irifh  inhabitants  of  foch  houfes  fend  off  their  chiN 
«Tren  as  fervants  or  labourers  the  moment  they  are  able  to 
gain  any  kind  of  fubfiitence,  their  extreme  poverty  di£* 
abling  them  to  maintain  a  family. 

3dly.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  fame  error  in 
the  calculation  of  the  number  of  houfes  in  the  nation* 
and  that  they  do  not  amount  to  fo  many  as  Mr.  Bufhe  has 
computed  them  to  be. 

4thly,  and  laftly.  The  fuperficiat  contents  of  the  ifland 
of  Great  Britain  are  to  thofe  of  Ireland  in  the  proportion 
of  three  and  a  half  to  one.  I  conjecture,  from  the  in- 
fpe£Hon  of  the  maps,  that  the  fuperficial  contents  of 
Scotland,  with  its  iflands,  are  pretty  much  the  fame  with 
thofe  of  Ireland,  perhaps  they  a  little  exceed  them:  Eng- 
land and  Wales  muft  be  therefore  more  than  twice  as 
large  as  Ireland.  I  appeal  to  every  intelligent  man  who 
has  travelled  over  the  two  nations,  whether  the  local  po- 
pulation of  England  and  Wales  be  not  vaftly  greater  than 
that  of  Ireland.  If  England  and  Wales  have  mountains 
and  waftes,  Ireland  has  her  mountains,  waftes,  bogs* 
lakes,  and  morafTes,  of  much  greater  extent,  compara- 
tively fpeaking,  than  England  and  Wales ;  and  in  the 
inhabited  parts  of  the  two  nations  the  populoufnefs  of 
England  and  Wales  exceeds  that  of  Ireland  in  a  very- 
great  ratio.  I  fancy  Mr.  Chalmers,  whofe  refearches, 
accuracy,  and  judgment,  do  him  infinite  honour,  never 
travelled  through  Ireland,  particularly  through  the  pro- 
vinces of  Connaught,  Munfter,  and  Leinfter  ;  if  he  had,  he 

never 


never  could  have  been  induced  to  believe  that  Ireland  con- 
tained upwards  of  four  millions  of  inhabitants,  and  England 
and  Wales  only  double  that  number.  One  thing  I  will 
venture  to  aflert,  either  that  the  calculation  of  the  number 
of  inhabitants  of  England  and  Wales  falls  vaftly  ihort  of 
the  real  number,  or  that  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ireland  is  grofsly  exaggerated:  and  that  if  Ireland  con- 
tains upwards  of  four  millions  of  inhabitants,  England 
and  Wales  contain  at  leaft  twelve  millions.  I  have  a 
jnuch  better  opinion  of  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Chalmers's 
calculations,  and  the  authenticity  of  his  documents,  than 
of  thofe  of  Mr.  Bufhe  ;  and  am  myfelf  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  the  number  or  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland 
has  been  exaggerated ;  and  particularly,,  becaufe  I  have 
known  it  to  be  a  cuflom  in  Ireland,  for  gentlemen,  who 
have  aflfumed  the  title  of  Patriots,  conftantly  to  exaggerate 
the  ftrength  and  importance  of  Ireland,  with  a  view  of 
bearding  Great  Britain;  and  they  have,  in  the  fafhion  of 
Falftaff,  increafed  their  men  in  buckram  by  upwards  of 
one  million,  in  my  own  recollection.  A  fort  of  inferior 
Member  of  this  clafsof  politicians,  and  an  United  IriuV 
man,  lately  published  a  pamphlet  in  Dublin,  relating  to 
the  health  of  the  Citizens,  and  means  of  preferving  it, 
in  which  he  aflerts,  tranfiently  as  it  were,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  Dublin  amount  to  fpur  hundred  thoufand,  though 
I  never  before  heard  them  computed  at  a  greater  number 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand,  and  they  are  certainly 
under  two  hundred  thoufand.  I  am  myfelf  of  opinion 
that  the  whole  inhabitants  of  Ireland  do  not  amount  to 
more  than  three  millions,  if  to  fo  many. 
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Relative  Numbers  of  Proteftants  and  RomaniJIs  in  Ireland* 

Sir  William  Petty,  in  his  c  Political  Anatomy/  flates 
the  proportion  of  Proteftants  and  Romanics  in  Ireland  ta 
be  as  three  to  eight,  in  the  year  1672,  fixteen  years  before 
the  Revolution,  fo  that  at  that  time  the  Irifh  Proteftants 
amounted  to  more  than  one  third  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country.  In  the  year  1732,  an  accurate  enumeration  was 
made  by  order  of  Government  of  all  the  families  in  Ire- 
landjdiflinguifhingthe  Proteftant  families  from  theRomifh 
in  each  Province,  and  a  calculation  was  made  from 
thence  of  the  numbers  of  the  Proteftant  and  Romifh  in- 
habitants of  Ireland:  it  was  printed  in  Dublin  in  the  year 
1736,  and  reprfnted  in  1788.  It  appears  from  that  cal- 
culation, that  in  the  year  1732  the  number  of  Proteftant 
inhabitants  was  to  that  of  the  Romifti  in  the  proportion 
of  one  to  two  and  a  half.  Dr.  Burke,  Romifli  titular 
Bifhop  of  Ofibry,  wrote  a  book  in  Latin,  which  he 
entitled,  *  Hibernia  Dominicana  ;'  it  was  printed,  at 
Bruflels  in  the  year  1762  ;  and  he  particularly  ftates,  that 
an  adlual  enumeration  was  made  of  the  numbers  of  Pro- 
teftants and  Romanifts  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1731,  and 
that  there  were  found  to  be  then  in  the  kingdom  feven 
hundred  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  Proteftants; 
and  one  million  three  hundred  and  nine  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  Romanifts :  fo  that,  the  proportion 
of  Romanifts  and  Proteftants  was  not  in  the  year  1731 
quite  two  to  one,  according  to  Dr.  Burke.  It  is  very 
likely  that  this  Komifti  Bifhop  had  very  accurate  inform- 
ation of  the  relative  numbers,  perhaps  better  than  that 
which  could  be  deduced  from  the  documents  ftated  in  the 
pamphlet  containing  the  calculation  made  in  1732.  Dr. 
Burke  alfo  ftates,  that  the  proportion  had  much  increafed 
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on  the  Proteftant  fide,  between  the  year  1731  and  the 
year  1762,  when  he  wrote,  by  the  operation  of  the  Po- 
pery Code,  and  the  Proteftant  Charter-fchools,  and  makes 
grievous  complaints  of  the  increafe  of  Heretics,  as  he 
ftyles  Proteftants.  The  Popery  Code  continued  in  full 
vigour  till  the  year  1776,  and  its  operation,  together  with 
the  Charter-fchooB,  muft  have  increafed  the  proportion 
on  the  Proteftant  fide.  There  is  a  modern  document 
which  muft  have  great  weight  in  this  queftion,  taken 
from  the  numbers  of  beggars  admitted  into  the  Houfe  of 
Induftry  in  Dublin,  for  a  courfe  of  fix  years,  beginning 
with  the  year  1784,  and  ending  with  the  year  1789  ; 
and  their  refpe&ive  religious  perfuafions. 

This  Houfe  of  Induftry  is  a  general  receptacle  for  all 
beggars  which  flock  into  Dublin  from  all  parts  of  Ireland, 
for  there  are  no  poor  rates  in  Ireland.  Divine  fervice  is 
performed  feparately  in  this  receptacle  for  perfons  of  the 
two  perfuafions,  and  chaplains  are  retained  for  each  by 
the  Corporation. 

Numbers  admitted. 
Proteftants. 

In  1784  696  — 

In   1785  768 

In  1786  —       1794  — 

In   1787  —       1493  — 

In  1788  —        854  ~ 

In  1789  798  — 

Sum  total     6403  17,816 

The  Romifli  beggars  admitted  during  a  courfe  of  fix 
years,  did  not  exceed  the  Proteftant  beggars  in  the  pro- 
portion  of  three  to  one.  The  Houfe  of  Induftry  is  filled 
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with  the  lowed  clafs ;  and  as  the  property  in  th'e  hands 
of  trim  Proteftants  is  to  that  in  the  hands  of  Irilh  Ro- 
manifls  as  thirty-nine  to  one,  the  proportion  of  beggars 
on  the  fide  of  Irifh  Romanifts  to  thofe  on  the  Proteftant 
fide,  muft  vaftly  exceed  the  proportion  of  Romanifts  and 
Proteftants  in  the  nation  at  large.  Befides,  although 
wandering  beggars  flock  to  Dublin  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  the  feiveft  certainly  come  from  the  northern 
counties,  which  abound  moft  with  Proteftants ;  for 
having  a  flourifliing  manufacture,  thefe  counties  fend  forth 
feweft  beggars,  from  all  thefe  documents  it  may  be 
fairly  concluded,  that  Irifti  Romanifts  exceed  Irifli  Pro- 
teftants in  number  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  in  no 
greater  proportion  than  that  of  two  to  one,  perhaps  in  a 
much  leis. 


The  Romifli  Convention  in  Dublin,  in  the  year  1792, 
-firft  broached  the  petitions,  that  Irifti  Romanifts  exceeded 
Irifh  Proteftants  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one,  and 
that  the  grofs  number  cf  the  inhabitants  amounted  to  four 
millions;  confequeritly,  that  the  Romanifts  amounted  to- 
three  millions.  They  never  produced  any  document  on 
which  they  pretended  to  found  a  calculation ;  however, 
they  then  admitted  that  Iri(h  Proteftants  amounted  to  one 
million.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  Convention  never 
fcrupled  to  advance  and  publifh  any  falfehood  whatfoever, 
which  they  thought  might  be  of  advantage  to  their  caufe  ; 
of  which  their  petition  to  His  Majefty  is  a  very  prominent 
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Comparative  Property  of  Irifl)  Proteftattts  and  Romanes. 

The  ftrft  reafonable  ground  of  calculation  of  the  com- 
parative property   of   Irifh   Proteftants  and   Romanifts, 
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muft  be  taken  from  the  quantity  of  landed  eftates  in  the 
hands  of  the  members  of  each  perfuafion  refpedtively ; 
and  this  is  the  fureft  ground  of  calculation  in  a  country 
like  Ireland,  which  is  only  juft  beginning  to  be  a  com- 
mercial country,  and  has  as  yet  made  no  great  progrefs. 
To  make  a  true  eftimate  in  this  refped,  we  mud  go 
back  to  the  time  of  James  the  Firft,  In  his  reign,  fix 
whole  counties,  out  of  nine  contained  in  the  province  of 
Ulfter,  were  forfeited  to  the  Crown  for  treafon:  the 
King  granted  a  great  part  of  thefe  counties  to  Englifh 
and  Scotch  Proteftants.  Thefe  grants  made  a  great  ad- 
dition  to  the  landed  eftates  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of 
Proteftants;  and  the  Grantees  being  infinitely  more 
induftrious  than  the  former  pofleflbrs,  fuch  of  the  ancient 
inhabitants  as  retained  their  eftates  by  the  favour  of  the 
Crown,  in  thefe  fix  counties,  and  the  fame  clafs  through- 
out the  whole  province  of  Ulfter  j  being  a  barbarous  race, 
unufed  to  induftry,  and  addicted  to  luxury  and  gluttony, 
particularly  to  an  immoderate  thirft  for  ftrong  liquors, 
wafted  their  properties,  contracted  large  debts,  and  fold 
great  portions  of  their  eftates  to  their  induftrious  and 
frugal  Proteftant  neighbours  in  that  province,  before  the 
great  Irifh  Rebellion  in  1641.  Their  poverty,  the  con- 
fequence  of  their  own  idlenefs  and  diflipation,  and  their 
envy  of  the  profperity  of  their  Proteftant  neighbours^ 
the  fruit  of  their  frugality  and  induftry,  are  afligned  as 
fome  of  the  caufes  of  that  horrid  Rebellion  and  Maflacre* 
The  whole  mafs  of  Irilh  Romamfts  throughout  the  na- 
tion engaged  in  this  Rebellion  of  1641  ;  and  when  it 
was  at  length  fupprefled,  almoft  the  whole  of  the  landed 
eftates  in  the  hands  of  Irifti  Romanifts,  at  the  time  of 
its  commencement,  were  forfeited  to  the  Crown,  and 
parcelled  out  among  Proteftants.  Thefe  forfeitures,  with 
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the  landed  eftates  in  the  hands  of  Proteftants  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Rebellion,  amounted  to  five  fixths  of 
the  whole  landed  property  of  the  nation.  The  Irifh 
Romanifts  in  a  inafs  again  rebelled  in  the  year  1699* 
After  a  war  which  laded  three  years  with  uncommon 
fury,  they  were  fubdued  ;  but  obtained  conditions,  by 
which  they  were  at  liberty  to  remain  in  Ireland,  and 
retain  their  eftates,  on  the  terms  of  their  fubmiflion  to 
the  new  Government  under  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary,  and  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance;  or  of  tranf- 
pbrting  themfelves  to  France,  and  relinqujfhing  their 
eftates  as  forfeitures.  Almoft  the  whole  body  of  Ro- 
manifts then  entitled  to  eftates  in  Ireland,  chofe  rather 
to  go  to  France  and  abandon  their  eftates,  than  fubmit  to 
the  Government  and  take  the  -Oath  of  Allegiance.  They 
entertained  ftrong  hopes  of  a  new  revolution  in  their 
favour,  in  which  they  were  difappointed.  The  eftates 
thus  abandoned  to  forfeiture  were  granted^by  the  Crown 
to  Proteftants.  By  the  feveral  means  before  mentioned, 
almoft  the  whole  landed  property  in  Ireland  became 
vefted  In  Proteftants.  That  part  of  the  Popery  Code 
which  prohibited  Irifti  Romanifts  to  acquire  landed  pro- 
perty was  enabled  in  the  fecond  year  of  Queen  Anne 
(I7°3)j  fhortly  after  the  Revolution.  It  was  afterwards 
ftrengthened  by  the  eighth  of  Anne  (1709),  and  was  not 
materially  relaxed,  fo  as  to  allow  them  to  purchafe 
eftates  in  fee,  till  the  year  1782.  In  all  the  intermediate 
fpace,  being  eighty  years,  Romanifts  had  the  liberty  of 
alienating  the  fmall  pittance  of  landed  property  which 
remained  ^,in  their  hands  after  the  Revolution,  which 
they  did.  not  fail  to  make  a  liberal  nfe  of;  but  no  liberty 
of  acquifition  :  and  during  the  eighteen  years  laft  paft, 
they  have  had  neither  property,  time^  nor  opportunity 
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to  purchafe  or  acquire  any  confiderable  portion  of  landed 
eftates,  fo  as  materially  or  fenfibly  to  diminifh  the  mafs 
of  landed  property  in  the  hands  of  Irifh  Proteftants  at 
large.  And  from  all  the  caufes  before  mentioned  it  is 
certain,  that  the  allowance  of  one  fiftieth  part  of  the 
landed  property  of  the  nation  to  the  fhare  of  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts, at  the  prefent  day,  is  rather  too  great. 

The  fmall  proportion  of  perfonal  property  in  the  hands 
of  Irifh  Romanifts,  when  compared  with  that  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  Irifh  Proteftants,  may  be  eftimated  from 
,-the  following  facls :  About  fixteen  years  ago,  when  a 
national  Bank  was  eftablifhed  in  Ireland,  the  capital  pro- 
pofed  was  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  Irifh  Ro- 
manifts fubfcribed  as  much  of  this  capital  as  they  could 
raife,  with  a  hope  of  engrofling  to  themfelves  the  whole 
direction  of  the  Bank,  and  thereby  gaining  a  powerful 
influence  to  their  party  ;  yet  the  whole  body  was  not  then 
able  to  fubfcribe  a  larger  part  of  this  capital  than  fixty 
thoufand  pounds,  one  tenth  of  it !  One  argument 
ftrongly  relied  upon  for  the  propriety  of  repealing  that 
part  of  the  Popery  Code  which  forbad  the  acquifition  of 
landed  eftates  by  Romanifts,  and  that  which  had  moft 
weight  with  many  Members  of  Parliament  in  that 
tranfadion,  was,  that  if  Romanifts  were  allowed  to  buy 
eftates,  the  rates  of  purchafe  of  lands  would  be  doubled, 
from  the  vaft  number  of  Romifh  buyers  (reprefented  as 
poflefled  of  great  perfonal  property),  which  would  then 
flock  into  the  land  market.  They  have  had  liberty  to 
purchafe  eftates  thefe  eighteen  years  paft.  When  they 
obtained  that  liberty,  fee-fimple  eftates  in  Ireland,  though 
leafed  to  tenants  for  long  terms  of  years,  and  confe- 
quently  not  likely  to  increafe  in  value,  were  fold  at  the 
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rate  of  from  twenty-three  to  twenty-five  years  purchafe  : 
at  prefent  they  do  not  bring  a  greater  price  than  eighteen 
.years  purchafe  ;  and  they  have  been  gradually  finking  in 
value  from  the  time  the  Romanifts  obtained  the  permif- 
fion  to  purchafe  ;  a  demonftration,  that  the  number  of 
purchafers  in  the  land  market  did  not  much  increafe  by 
that  permiflion,  and  that  the  perfonal  riches  of  Jrifh 
Romanifts  were  imaginary.  Since  the  free  trade  was 
granted  to  Ireland  in  the  year  1782,  fome  Irifh  Roman- 
ifts have  acquired  confiderable  fortunes  in  trade ;  but 
feveral  Irifh  Proteftants  have  alfo  acquired  large  fortunes 
in  the  fame  time,  by  the  fame  means  ;  fo  that  it  is  pretty 
clear,  that  the  perfonal  eftates  of  Irifh  Romanifts,  in 
the  mafs,  do  not  amount  to  more  than  the  twentieth  part 
of  the  perfonal  property  of  the  nation,  if  to  fo  much. 

It  is  proper  here  to  infert  an  account  of  a  very  extra- 
ordinary and  artful  attempt  at  procuring  a  fraudulent  and 
garbled  enumeration  of  the  numbers  of  Proteftants  and 
Romanifts  in  Ireland,  and  giving  it  a  credit  and  authen- 
ticity ;  which  was  made  in  the  year  1795,  and  which 
ought  to  put  Irifh  Proteftants  on  their  guard,  and  render 
them  more  vigilant  in  defeating  fuc\i  attempts  for  the 
future. 

In  the  year  1786,  a  fociety  was  formed  in  Ireland, 
and  incorporated  by  patent,  ftyled  the  Royal  Irifh  Aca- 
demy. A  great  number  of  the  firft  characters  in  the 
kingdom  in  rank  and  property  are  members  of  this  Aca- 
demy ;  Lords,  Privy  Counfellors,  Bifhops,  and  diftin- 
guifhed  Commoners.  It  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the 
Royal  Society  in  England.  It  has  been  inftituted  for  the 
advancement  of  the  ftudies  of  Science,  Polite  Literature, 
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and  Antiquities.  As  focieties  formed  on  the  Continent, 
nominally  for  fimilar  purpofes,  were  perverted  into  en- 
gines for  the  fubverfion  of  the  refpedive  Governments 
under  which  they  wereeftablifhed,  one  of  which  was  the. 
Society  of  Economifts  in  France  ;  and  as  the  juftly  ad- 
mired, celebrated,  and  learned  Author  of  the  *  Purfuifs 
'  of  Literature*  has  hinted,  that  attempts  have  been  made 
to  diftort  fome  of  the  publications  of  the  Royal  Society 
in  London  to  political  and  factious  purpofes,  by  fome 
bufy  Romanifts,  under  the  veil  of  gratifying  public  c«- 
riofity  by  refearches  into  antiquities;  fo  fome  of  the 
mod  factious  of  the  Romanifts  of  Ireland,  and  defperate 
Jacobins  their  allies,  foon  directed  their  attention  to  this 
Society,  and  endeavoured,  with  too  much  fuccefs,  to 
get  themfelves  admitted  members  of  it ;  and  I  have  read 
with  amazement  the  names  of  Dr.  M'Nevin,  and  others 
of  rather  worfe  and  more  dangerous  characters,  in  the 
lift  of  the  members  of  this  Society.  Jt  is  an  obfervation 
of  Dean  Swift,  that  men  of  ability  often,  from  a  liftlefs 
inactivity,  refign  their  pretenfions  to  vigilant  dunees>  who 
are  Jure  never  to  be  out  of  the  way,  A  fimilar  obfervation 
is  applicable  to  men  of  great  rank  and  charader  in  fo- 
cieties fuch  as  I  am  adverting  to.  From  bufmefs,  from 
inattention,  and  other  caufes,  they  are  frequently  found 
almoft  to  abandon  the  meetings  of  thefe  focieties,  and 
refign  the  management  of  them  to  vigilant  Jacobins,  who 
are  fure  never  to  abfent  themfelves;  giving  them  thus  an 
opportunity  of  perverting  the  profefled  purpofes  of  fiich 
focieties  to  their  own  factious  plans  and  defigns,  and 
flamping  their  frauds  with  the  credit  of  great  names. 
Thus  it  has  happened  in  this  Society.  Dr.  Prieftley,  as  well 
as  I  recoiled,  coined  the  word  Statiftical.  He  was  defjrous 
*tf  fubverting  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  and 
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•with  that  view  endeavoured  to  encourage  all  Diffenters 
*o  enter  into  a  general  confederacy  for  the  purpofe,  and 
.proceeded  in  the  execution  of  that  fcheme,  by  felecling 
fuch  parts  of  England  as  abounded  moft  with  them,  and 
numbering  the  inhabitants,  with  the  different  modes  of 
their  religious  worfhip,  to  fhow  that  the  number  of  in- 
habitants of  the  eftablifhed  Religion  was  not  equal  to 
that  of  Diflenters  of  all  denominations.  For  this  pur- 
pofe he  put  forward  what  he  Called  Statifttcal  Inquiries 
in  particular  places,  fuch  as  Birmingham,  &c.  ;  and  to 
give  an  importance  to  his  feditiotis  operations,  and  to 
difguife  them  as  the  mere  fpeculative  purfuits  of  a  philo- 
fopher,  he  coined  the  quaint  term  Statiftical ;  a  Stattftical 
Inquiry*  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  fignifying  nothing  more 
than  an  Inquiry  info  the  State.  This  mode  of  inquiry  has 
been  taken  up  fince  in  England  by  a  refpeclable  Baronet, 
I  believe  for  laudable  purpofes.  The  Romanics  and 
Jacobins  in  the  Royal  Irifh  Academy  procured  a  Com- 
mittee of  Statiftical  Inquiry  to  be  appointed  by  the  So- 
ciety (the  Members  probably  of  their  own  nomination), 
for  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  diftin- 
guifhing  the  religious  perfuafion  of  each  perfon.  A 
Form  was  printed  by  this  Committee,  in  columns, 
directing  the  mode  in  which  the  returns  of  the  number, 
religion,  and  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  each 
£arifh,  barony,  county,  and  diocefe  in  the  kingdom* 
was  to  be  made ;  and  by  the  printed  Form  it  appears, 
that  the  whole  was  to  have  been  executed  by  the  Romifh 
Parifh  Priefts  throughout  the  kingdom.  When  the  Ro- 
mifh Prieft  of  each  parifh  had  fabricated  his  ftatifticai 
account  of  the  numbers,  religion,  and  occupation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  his  parifh,  he  was  to  fhow  it  (if  he 
thought  fit)  to  the  Proteftant  or  Diflenting  Minifter  of 
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the  parifh,  and  requeft  his  fignature.  This  Committee 
well  knew,  that  not  one  Proteftant  Minifter  in  one  hun- 
dred would  fign  fuch  an  account,  made  up  by  the  RominV 
Prieft.  The  printed  Form  alfo  contained  a  Refolution 
of  this  Committee,  to  apply  to  the  Romifh  titular  Bi- 
fhops,  requefting  their  afliftance  in  making  this  ftatiftical 
inquiry,  and  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  be  written  by  them 
refpecYively  to  each  of  their  fubordinate  Priefts.  The 
Committee  managed  the  whole  bufinefs  in  the  Society, 

This  .was  a  fcheme  equally  fraudulent  and  dangerous, 
calculated  by  the  original  projector  or  projectors  for  the 
mere  purpofe  of  fapping  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  Ire- 
land. The  Committee  for  Statiftical  Inquiries  pafled 
over  the  Proteftant  Minifters,  and  felecled  the  Romifh 
Priefts  throughout  the  kingdom,  to  make  this  inquiry, 
well  knowing  that  they  would  make  returns  in  the  fame 
fpirit  with  HufTey,  titular  Bifhop  of  Waterford,  who 
dated,  in  a  feditious  pamphlet  publilhed  by  him,  that 
Irifti  Romanifts  exceeded  Irifh  Proteftants  in  the  king- 
dom at  large,  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one  ;  and  in 
that  of  one  hundred  to  one  in  the  diocefe  of  Waterford  ; 
A  moft  impudent  falfehood  !  The  Proteftarits,  as  ap- 
pears  by  the  printed  Form,  were  to  be  fubdividtrd  by  the 
Romifh  Priefts  into  different  feels,  fuch  as  Proteftants, 
Prefbyterians,  Quakers,  Methodifts,  &c.  fo  as  to  make 
the  numbers  of  each  feel,  when  compared  with  the  Ro^ 
manifts,  appear  in  a  diminithed  ratio  ;  and  to  withdraw 
the  attention  of  thofe,  into  whofe  hands  the  publication 
of  the  refult  of  the  ftatiftical  inquiry  mould  come,  from 
the  fum  total  of  the  Proteftants,  and  to  fix  it  on  the 
aggregate  exaggerated  number  of  Romanifts  ;  though,  as 
Romaniits  confider  all  who  are  nx>t  of  their  communion 
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to  Tie  Heretics,  and  are  equal  enemies  to  them  all,  in 
comparing  the  relative  numbers  of  Iriih  Proteftants  ancf 
Romanics,  all  perfons  who  are  not  Romanics,  arc  juftly 
to  be  accounted  on  the  Proteftant  fide  ;  it  being  equally 
fne  jntereft  of  them  all  to  oppofe  the  perfecuting  fpirit 
of  Popery,  the  common  enemy.  The  time  of  infti-- 
fnting  this  inquiry  is  worthy  of  remark.  The  Refolu- 
tinrr  of  the  Committee  to  employ  the  Rotnifh  Priefts  in 
the  bufmefs,  in  the  printed  Form  in  my  poffeflion-, 
bears  date  June  2oth,  1795,  the  very  time  when  the  Ro- 
«Tanrfts  throughout  the  kingdom  were  bufily  employed 
in-  preparing  for  a  general  Infurreclion,  and,  as  they 
iityled  it,  organizfng  therr  army  ;  and  the  refult  of  fiich 
an  inquiry  matte  by  tjie  Romifli  Priefts  throughout  the 
natron,  btrt  publifhed  under  the  fandion  and  authority 
©f  fo  refpectable  a  body  as  the  Royal  Irifh  Academy,  as 
a  mere  philofophieal  tr-anfa&ion,  detached  from  all  fuf- 
jnciorv  erf  party  intrrgue,  the  projectors  knew  would  give 
mighty  encouragement  to  the  Infurre&ion,  by  the  falfe 
and  inflated  account  of  the  numbers  and  ftrength  of 
frifli  RomanHts,  when  compared  with  the  dwarfilh  re- 
prefcntation  of  their  opponents,  which-  they  knew  would 
be  contained  in  it.  This  would  add  to  the  confidence  of 
the  Rebels,  and  deprefs  the  fpirits  of  the  loyal  inhabit- 
arrtsv  The  projectors  alfo  knew,  that  fuch  a  fraudulent 
inquiry  wouM  have  a  ftrong  efFeft  in  Great  Britaia  in 
their  favour,  in  the  event,  either  of  the  fuccefs  or  fup- 
preilron  of  the  Rebellion. 

It  is  riot  generally  known  how  far  this  inquiry  has 
been-  proceeded  on  ;  but  this  is  certain,  that,  antecedent 
to  the  Rebellion,  feveral  perfons  who  joined  in  it,  and 
fame  of  whom  were  (lain  in  the  progrefs  of  it,  others 
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hanged  on  its  fuppreffion,  and  fome  who  have  been  ac- 
<}uitted  on  trials  for  treafon  by  the  provifions  of  the 
Amnefty  Bill,  were  very  ac~live  in  making  the  inquiry, 
and  proceeded  on  it  under  the  form  prefcribed  by  the 
Committee  for  Statiftical  Inquiry.  Perhaps  the  refpeft- 
able  Members  of  the  Society  have  been  awakened  from 
their  (lumbers  by  the  dangerous  and  fraudulent  tendency 
of  the  meafure,  and  have  defeated  the  project. 
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Ext  raft  from  {he  Irj/b  Aft  of  the  ^d  of  His  prefent 
jefty  (1793),  entitled,  <  An  Aft  for  the  Relief  of  His 
*  Majejlys  Popijh  or  Roman  Catholic  Subjefts  of  Irt- 
«  land: 

SECT.    IX. 

PROVIDED  always,  and  be  it  enabled,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  mall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend, 
to  enable  any  perfon  to  fit  or  vote  in  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  or  to  hold,  exercife,  or  enjoy  the  office  of 
Lord  Lieutenant,  Lord  Deputy,  or  other  chief  Governor 
or  Governors  of  this  kingdom  ;  Lord  High  Chancellor, 
or  Keeper,  or  Commiffioner  of  the  Great  Seal  of  this 
Kingdom  ;  Lord  High  Treafurer,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Chief  Juflice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
or  Common  Pleas,  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  Juftice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  or 
Common  Pleas,  or  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  Matter  or 
Keeper  of  the  Rolls,  Secretary  of  State,  Keeper 
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of  the -Privy  Seal,  Vice-treafurer,  Teller  or  Cafhicr  of 
the  Exchequer,  or  Auditor  General,  Lieutenant  or  Go- 
vernor, or  Cuftos  Rotulortim  of  Counties,  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Lord  Deputy,  or  other  chief  Go- 
vernor or  Governors  of  this  Kingdom,  Member  of  His 
Majefty's  moft  honourable  Privy  Council,  Prime  Ser- 
jeant, Attorney  General,  Solicitor  General,  Second  and 
Third  Serjeants  at  Law,  or  King's  Counfel,  Matters  in 
Chancery,  Provoft  or  Fellow  of  the  College  of  the  Holy 
and  Undivided  Trinity  of  Queen  Elizabeth  near  Dublin, 
Poftmatter-general,  Matter  and  Lieutenant-general  of 
His  Majefty's  Ordnance,  Commander  in  Chief  of  His 
Majetty's  Forces,  Generals  on  the  Staff,  and  Sheriffs  and 
Sub-meriffs  of  any  County  in  this  Kingdom,  or  any 
office  contrary  to  the  rules,  orders,  and  directions  made 
and  cflahliihed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council,  in 
purfuance  of  the  A£l  parted  in  the  I7th  and  iSth  years 
of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  entitled,  An 
Aft  for  explaining  fame  Doubts  arifing  upon  an  Aft,  entitled, 

*  An  Aft  for  the  better  Execution  of  His  Majeftfs  gracious 
'  Declaration  for  the  Settlement  of  his  Kingdom  of  Ireland, 

*  and  Satisfaction  of  the  f ever al  Interejls  of  Adventurers,  Sol- 
*•  diers,  and  other  his  Subjefts  there  \*  and  for  making  fame 
Alterations  of,  and  Additions  unto,  the  faid  Att,  far  the  more 
Jpeedy  and  effectual  Settlement  ef  this  Kingdom  ;  unlefs  he 

ihaJl  have  taken,  made,  and  fubfcribed  the  oaths  and 
declarations,  and  performed  the  feveral  requifites,  which 
by  any  law  heretofore  made,  and  now  of  force,  are  required, 
to  enable  any  perfon  to  fit  or  vote,  or  to  hold,  exercife^ 
and  enjoy  the  (aid  offices  refpe&ively. 


No. 
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No.  3, 

Exlraft  from  BlacJtft  one's  Commentaries,  4/£  v#L  page  57, 
Oftavo  Edition.. 

THE  better  to  fecure'  the  eftablimed  Church  agalnft 
perils  from  Non-conformifts  of  all  denominations,  In- 
fidels, Turks,  Jews,  Heretics,  Papifts,  and  Sectaries, 
there' are  two  bulwarks  erefted,  called  the  .Corporation  and 
Tejl  Affs.  By  the  former  of  which  no  perfon  can  be 
legally  elected  to  any  office  relating  to  the  government  / 
of  any  city  or  corporation,  unlefs,  within  a  twelvemonth  , 
before,  he  has  received  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  according  to  the  rites  of  the' church  of  England; 
and  he  is  enjoined  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Supremacy,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fakes  the  Oath  of 
,  Qffice;  or  in  default  of  either  of  thefe  requifites,  his 
election  fhall  Jbe,void.  The  other,  called  the  Tefl  Atf,~ 
directs  all  Officers,  civil  and  military,  to  take  the  Oaths, 
and  make  the'  Declaration  againft  Tranfubftantiation,  in 
the  'Court  of  King's  Bench  or  Chancery,  the  next  term, 
or  at  the  next  quarter- feffions, ,  or  within  fix  months 
after  tlieir  admiffion ;  and  alfo  within  the  fame  time  to 
receive  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Slipper,  according 
to  the  ufage  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  fome  public 
church,  immediately  after  djvirie  fervice  and'fermon,  ' 
and  to  deliver,  into  Court  a  certificate  thereof,  figned  by 
the"  Mimftef  and  Churchwardens  ;  and  alfo  to  prove,  the 
fanie  by  two  credible  witneffes,  upon  forfeiture  of  5ao/. 
and  difability  to  hold  the  office, 

P.  S.  Teft  A61  pafTed  in  the  1 3th  of  Charles  II.  c.  T. 
^r  '^  Ccrporatio'n  Act  in  the  25th  of  Charks  II.  c.  2. 

END  OF  PART  II. 
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This  Day  is  Publiflied,  No.  I.  Price  only  is.  Kmbelliflied, 
with  an  Elegant  Frontifpiece,  and  another  Copper  Plate 
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The    New    Domeftic    Medicine: 

'  Or/  Univerfal  Family   Phyfician. 

Containing  a  complete  treatife  on  the  prevention  and  cure 
©f  Difeafes  by  Regimen  and  Simple  Medicines.  With  an 
Appendix,  containing  a  Difpenfatory  for  the  ufe  of  private 
Practitioners. 

To  which  are  hoyv  added,  Obfervations  on  the  Diet  of 
tfee  Common  People;  recommending  a  Method  of  living 
fefs  ex'penfive,  and  more  conducive  to  Health,  than  the 
prefent. 

A  Ne\v  Edition,  Enlarged,  Corrected,  and  Improved, 
By    GEORGE  WALLIS,    M.  D.     / 

Of  Red-Lion-Square,  London. 

This  pew  and  improved  edition  being  juft  printed  off  and 
thoroughly  Completed  in  only  fourteen  numbers,  may  be  had 
t>y  one  or  more  at  a  time  fprice  js.  each)  at  the  option  of 
purchafers'. 

As  this  isabfoiutely  the  moft  correct  and  improved  edition 
and  the  belt.box)k  on  the  fubjeft  ever  publitlied-— the  public 
are  requeded  (in  order  to  preveiit  miftakes  or  impofition)  to 
give  pofitive  orders  for  -  . 

Dr.  Wallis'sNcw  Domeftic  Medicine,  .or,  Buchan 
Improved  and  Illuftrated. 

I  Hu  ft  rated  with  Elegant  Cppper  Plates,  and    . 
Printed  only1  for  Alex.  Hogg,  in  Paternofter-Row,  London^ 
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X  AM  unwilling  to  give  my  vote  in  support  of 
a  measure  of  such  importance,  as  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  realms  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland 
by  an  Incorporating  Union,  without  explaining 
to  my  countrymen  the  reasons  which  have  in- 
fluenced me  to  contribute  my  weak  assistance  to 
so  momentous  a  measure.  I  shall  endeavour  to 
compress  them  into  as  small  a  compass  as  possible : 
premising,  however,  that  I  feel  no  inconsider- 
able portion  of  dissatisfaction  and  regret,  in  per- 
ceiving that  ray  sentiments  on  this  occasion  are. 
B 
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different  from  those  of  many  able  men,  as  re- 
markable for  their  public  spirit,  as  for  integrity,, 
extent  and  strength  of  talents,  natural  and  ac- 
quired, and  with  whose  political  opinions,  since 
I  took  any  part  in  public  business,  I  have  hereto- 
fore generally  concurred.  I  confess  that  I  feel 
some  consolation  in  observing,  that  I  differ  also 
hi  opinion,  on  the  present  business,  from  other 
Gentlemen,  with  whose  political  opinions  I  never 
did  nor  ever  will  concur  ;  and  that  although  there 
is  a  division  among  the  loyal  and  staunch  friends 
of  the  Constitution  on  the  present  question,  yet 
there  is  an  entire  coincidence  of  opinion  upon  it 
among  all  Jacobin  traitors  throughout  the  king- 
dom :  they,  to  a  man,  are  hostile  to  it ;  their 
principles  I  abhor  :  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing my  unea&rness  at  perceiving  many  loyal 
citizens  of  Dublin,  in  this  particular,  dupes  to 
the  practices  and  deceptions  of  that  dangerous, 
anarchical,  blood-thirsty  crew.  I  am  fortified  in 
my  opinion  on  this  occasion  by  reflecting,  that  not- 
withstanding the  hostility  of  some  able,  honest  men 
to  the  measure,  men  of  equal  integrity  and  ability 
support  it,  and  I  think  the  persons  of  that  des- 
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criptkm,  frknds  to  it,  are  much  more  numerous 
than  those  of  the  same  description,  who  appear 
in  the  ranks  of  the  adversary, 

I  shall  first  make  a  few  observations  on  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  natural  and  political  connection 
between  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  The  latter 
kingdom,  from  its  geographical  situation,  is  shut 
out  from  all  intercourse  with  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  except  by  the  permission  of  Great- 
Britain  :  and  as  Great-Britain  lies  between  it  and 
all  parts  of  Europe,  from  Brittany  to  the  Nor- 
thern Pole,  so  it  is  in  its  power  to  prevent,  in  a 
great  measure,  its  communication  with  all  the 
Southern  parts  of  Europe  ;  for  Ireland,  in  respect 
to  all  Europe,  lies  as  it  were  behind  Great-Britain ; 
it  is  also  divided  from  Great-Britain  by  a  narrow 
channel  only,  extending  the  whole  length  of  Ire- 
land from  North  to  South,  in  some  places  not 
above  six  leagues  wide.  Its  political  connection 
with  Great-Britain  I  shall  take  up  on  the  basis  of 
its  settlement  in  1782,  which  is  now  insisted 
upon  by  the  adversaries  of  an  Incorporating 
Union,  as  a  final  settlement  between  the  two  king- 
B2 
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doms,  never  to  be  changed  or  altered.  Ireland 
is  connected  with  Great-Britain,  by  having  one 
branch  of  its  Legislative  Power,  to  wit,  the  regal 
branch,  and  the  whole  of  its  Executive  Power, 
in  common  with  Great-Britain  ;  and  the  person 
invested  with  its  whole  Executive  Power,  and 
with  a  part  of  its  Legislative  Power,  endowed 
with  a  veto  on  all  deliberative  resolutions  of  the 
other  two  branches  of  the  Legislative,  resides  in 
Great-Britain:  By  the  settlement  of  1782,  no 
bill,  after  it  has  passed  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment in  Ireland,  can  become  a  law,  until  after  it 
has  been  sent  into  Great-Britain,  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  Ireland,  arid  is  returned  from  thence 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great-Britain  ;  that  is, 
in  fact,  until  after  it  has  been  approved  of  by  his 
Majesty,  and  his  British  Cabinet  Council ;  so  that 
under  the  settlement  of  1782,  the  British  Mi- 
nistry can  prevent  the  enaction  of  any  law  what- 
soever in  this  kingdom  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  some  inaccuracy  in  stating  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  kingdom  to  be  independent  under 
these  circumstances.  Certain  I  am,  that  I  have 
heard  grievous  complaints  of  the  control  of  the 
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British  Cabinet  exercised  over  the  Legislature 
of  this  kingdom,  and  the  disastrous  effects  on 
this  kingdom  of  a  double  Cabinet,  English  and 
Irish,  very  pathetically  insisted  upon  by  Gentle- 
men, who  now  oppose  an  Incorporating  Union  on 
the  principle  of  its  subverting  the  settlement  of 
1782,  and  the  independence  of  this  kingdom. 

I  have  been  somewhat  surprised  at  finding  thij 
House  so  frequently  amused  with  declamations 
on  the  point,  whether  the  settlement  of  1782 
was  intended  by  the  two  kingdoms  as  a  final  ad- 
justment of  all  matters  then  in  dispute,  so  as  ef- 
fectually to  secure  that  perpetual  connection  ne- 
cessary to  the  happiness,  almost  to  the  existence 
of  both  as  free  States,  and  to  preclude  all  future 
possibility  of  separation.  I  look  on  the  question, 
whether  that  settlement,  at  the  time  it  was  con- 
cluded, was  considered  OP  intended  to  be  final  or 
not,  as  totally  immaterial.  Debates  upon  it  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  conduct  of  lawyers  on  a  suit, 
as  described  by  that  sagacious  observer  of  man- 
kind, Captain  Lemuel  Gulliver  :  "  In  pleading," 
the  Captain,  "  they  studiously  avoid  entering 
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"  inrtf  the  merits  of  the  cause,  but  are  loud, 
"  violent  and  tedious  in  dwelling  upon  all  cir- 
"  cumstances  which  are  not  to  the  purpose  ; 
for  instance,  if  my  neighbour  claims  my 
cow,  they  never  desire  to  know  what  title 
my  adversary  has  to  my  cow,  but  whether  the 
"  said  cow  were  red  or  black,  her  horns  long  or 
"  short,  whether  the  field  I  graze  her  in  were 

"  round  or  square,  and  the  like." 

i 

The  true  question  on  the  settlement  of  17  82  to 
be  resolved  by  this  House,  is,  Whether  that 
Settlement  be  such  as  does  effectually  secure  the 
perpetual  connection  of  the  two  'kingdoms  ?  and 
not  whether  it  was  considered  as  final  at  the  time 
it  was  entered  into. 

Sir,  the  present  connection  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  is  such  as  has  no  parallel  in 
the  history  of  the  world  :  it  contains  in  it  ano- 
malies heretofore  unknown  to  the  law  of  nations, 
and  the  seeds  of  dissolution  ;  these  anomalies 
must  be  corrected,  and  these  seeds  must  be  effec- 
tually prevented  from  striking  root  ;  which  can 
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be  only  effected  by  an  Incorporating  Union  o^ 
the  two  kingdoms.  Separation,  or  rather  an  un- 
successful attempt  at  separation,  which  will  be 
attended  with  the  utter  ruin  and  desolation -of 
this  kingdom  by  civil  war,  will  be  the  unavoida- 
ble and  necessary  consequence  of  the  rejection  of 
that  only  effectual  remedy. 
rtrntvj  ^[j  nc  bn^lsil  rl.iiw  -leun^r/i  vnr;  n-i  *:abl/j?. 

The  present  connection  between  these  two 
kingdoms  is  not  similar  to  an  alliance  offensive 
and  defensive  between  two  independent  Nations, 
which  depends  on  stipulations  entered  into  by 
the  two  contracting  parties  for  mutual  defence 
and  security;  for,  if  the  conditions  of  the  al- 
liance are  not  performed  by  one  of  them,  the 
other  may  break  off  from  the  alliance,  and  look 
to  other  security,  or  take  such  measures  as  it  may 
think  proper  for  its  own  defence,, and  may  at  any 
time  enter  into  leagues  and  !reaties  with  other 
Powers,  not  inconsistent  with  its  offensive  and 
defensive  alliance  ;  and  either  party  has  a  right  to 
proclaim  war  or  make  peace  on  reasonable  terms, 
and  to  call  on  the  other  to  assist  in  war  with  its 
stipulated  quota,  or  to  concur  in  a  pacification 
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on  reasonable  terms,  or  such  as  it  may  deem  rea- 
sonable; but  the  case  is  quite  otherwise  with 
Ireland  in  respect  to  Great  Britain ;  proclamation 
of  war  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  against  any 
Power  whatsoever,  immediately  involves  Ire- 
land in  hostilities,  as  part  of  the  British  Empire, 
and  Great  Britain  may  make  Peace  without  con- 
sulting in  any  manner  with  Ireland  on  the  terms 
.  or  conditions,  and  without  stipulating  in  any 
manner  for  her  indemnity  or  compensation  for 
her  losses  in  the  war.  Ireland  .cannot  enter  into 
any  treaty  whatsoever,  either  commercial  or 
otherwise,  with  any  foreign:  Power,  but  is  bound 
by  all  the  treaties  into  which  Great  Britain  enters, 
without  being  even  consulted  on  the  expedien- 
cy of  them. 

Surely,  Sir,  these  are  great  .badges  of  depen- 
dency* I  have  fieard  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
.  side  of  the  House  complain  bitterly  of  them ; 
and,  whilst  they  assert  the  independence  of  this 
Nation  on  Great  Britain,  and  assert  that  such  in-^ 
dependence  was  secured  by  the  settlement  of 
1782,  and  on  that  score  struggle  to  support  that 

settle- 
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Settlement  as  final,  and  reprobate  all  alteration^ 
and  consequently  an  Incorporating  Union,  they 
cannot  but  admit  the  present  connection  be- 
tween the  two  Nations,  as  settled  in  1782, 
to  be  a  connection  degrading,  and  in  a  high 
degree  detrimental  to  this  Nation^  aild  that 
it  contains  within  itself  a  mine  of  combusti- 
bles, which,  one  day  or  other,  will  be  sprung, 
and  involve  the  country  in  confusion,  ruin  and 
desolation,  which  it  will  take  a  century  to  re- 
pain 

Exclusive  of  the  aforesaid  great  imperial 
sources  of  discontent  and  animosity  between  the 
two  Nations,  arising  from  the  very  nature  of 
their  present  connection^  are  there  no  other 
causes  of  disunion  interwoven  with  it  ?  What 
loud  complaints  have  we  repeatedly  heard  in  this 
House  of  the  shackled  state  of  our  commerce  by 
our  present  connection  with  Great  Britain  since 
the  year  1782  ?  Are  these  causes  removed  ?  It 
is  admitted,  that  the  Settlement  of  1782  was  not 
final  with  respect  to  the  Tariff  between  the  two 
Nation*;  we  rejected  the  Commercial  Proposi- 
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tions  since  1782,  which  were  designed  to  settle 
that  Tariff,  with  disdain,  on  a  supposition  that 
they  trenched  on  our  imaginary  independence ; 
professing  that  we  would  not  barter  Constitution 
for  Commerce.  Is  the  Channel  Trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  yet  settled  to  our  satis- 
faction ?  Is  the  India  Trade  ?  Are  numberless 
other  causes  of  discontent,  jealousy  and  emulation 
on  the  point  of  trade  between  these  two  com- 
mercial and  adjacent  nations,  yet  removed  ?  Are 
the  mouths  of  our  ranting  Patriots,  continually 
bellowing  in  our  ears,  that  the  interests  and 
pursuits  of  the  two  nations  in  point  of  trade  are 
incompatible  and  irreconcileable,  and  that  the 
animosity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  countries 
is  instinctive,  yet  closed  ?  Or  are  they  ever  likely 
to  be  closed  in  the  present  state  of  correspondence 
and  brittle  connection  of  the  two  countries?— 
surely  not,  the  present  connection  between  them 
is  rather  a  fatithlest  truce,  insidite  induct*  !  than 
a  permanent  state  of  harmony  and  peace. 

Federal  Unions,  such  as  was  that  of  the  United 
Provinces,  being  an  union  of  a  number  of  small 
.Republics  for  mutual  defence,  die  present  Union 


of  the  several  States  of  America,  and  of  the 
Germanic  Body,  have  been  always  accounted 
weak  and  inefficient  ;  we  know  by  experience 
they  are  so;  look  to  Germany,  look  to  the  United  , 
Provinces  ;  they  will  all  in  process  of  time  submit 
to  the  same  fate  with  the  United  Provinces,  that 
is,  be  reduced  to  slavery  by  a  potent  neighbour  ; 
or  will  break  and  separate  into  distinct  So- 
vereignties independent  of  each  other;,  Yet  the 
present  connection  between  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land is  more  infirm  and  fleeting  than  even  a 
federal  Union:  for  in  a  federal  Union  an  As- 
sembly is  formed  by  Deputies  sent  from,  all  the 
States  which  compose  it,  as  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  the  Diet  of  the  German 
Empire,  the  Congress  of  America,  which  As- 
sembly is  empowered  to  decide  and  determine  on 
ajl  matters  necessary  to  their  common  security 
and  interest,  and  to  whose  decisions  the  whole 
Union  is  bound  to  submit. 


But  there  is  no  such  common  Assembly  to  sup- 
port the  connection  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  to  consult  for  the  respective  interests 


cf  both.     Such  a  connection  can  never  be  sup- 
ported but  by  the  decided  superiority  of  the  one 
State,  arising  from  superior  strength  and  opulence, 
and  the  decided  inferiority  of  the  other  in  both 
particulars.     Hence  it  arises,  that  it  will  always 
be  the  interest  of  the  stronger  to  retain  the  weaker 
in  its  state  of  inferiority  :    And  of  the  weaker  to 
struggle  for  equality  at  least,  and  to  endeavour  to 
free  itself  from  subjection  to  the  other  by  every 
possible  or  feasible  means.    Such  a  connection  is 
always  hollow,  attended  by  tumult  and  disorders, 
constantly  increasing  and   fermenting,    and    at 
length  ending  in  civil  war  and  absolute  subjuga- 
tion ;  or  separation  by  the  interested  assistance  of 
some  ambitious  neighbour. 


The  probable  durability  of  the  present  con- 
nection between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  cannot 
be  supported  by  any  arguments  drawn  from  the 
circumstance,  that  His  Majesty  and  his  Progeni- 
tors for  three  generations  have  enjoyed  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain,  arid  the  Electoral  dignity,  as 
Sovereign  of  Hanover,  without  any  convulsion, 
or  probability'  of  'his  being'distiirbed  in  the  en- 
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joyment  of  both;  it  cannot  be  from  thence  in- 
ferred, that  the  connection  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  which  since  1782,  depends  on  their 
having  a  common  Sovereign,  may  be  reasonably 
expected  to  endure  without  the  prospect  of  any 
convulsive  pangs  of  disunion  or  separation.  For 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  is  not  Elector  of 
Hanover,  by  virtue  of  his  being  King  of  Great 
Britain.  And  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  and 
Hanover  are  so  completely  distinct,  that  the 
English  Ministry  can  have  no  necessity  of  inter- 
fering with  the  Regency  of  Hanover,  or  its  in- 
terests, external  or  internal,  nor  can  they  ever 
clash  :  His  Majesty  of  Great  Britain,  as  Elector 
of  Hanover,  is  a  vassal  and  subject  of  the  Em- 
peror, and  Hanover  is  a  Province  of  the  German 
Empire,  from  which  it  cannot  be  severed  whilst 
the  Germanic  body  exists ;  it  never  can  have  any 
further  connection  with  Great  Britain  than  it  has 
at  present ;  and  the  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries  is  extremely  confined,  as  Hanover  lies 
on  the  Continent,  is  almost  surrounded  by  the 
other  German  Provinces,  arid  has  but  a  very 
£pntracted  communication  with  the  sea ;  nor  car* 
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there  exist  any  cause  of  dissention  between  Great 
Britain  and  Hanover,  considered  as  a  distinct 
principality  ;  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain  may 
ever  remain  a  subject  of  the  Empire,  as  Elec- 
tor of  Hanover,  without  the  interference  of  Grea{ 
Britain  to  support  her  title  to  the  Electorate,  and 
without  its  being  at  all  material  to  Great  Britain, 

whether  he  is  or  is  not  Elector  of  Hanover. 

u>  gn.vt  j>fK:  niv  70    .  , 

But  every  one  of  these  circumstances  are  direct- 
ly reversed  when  the  connection  between  Great 
Britain  and  Hanover  is  compared  with  that  which 
has  subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
since  the  year  1782.  When  Gentlemen  insist  that 

-'i*Jl1<^   w/--^7l»j>'      JO  ;'  I'i  i.     '. 

the  Settlement  between  the  two  nations  in  1782 
is  final,  and  consequently  wants  no  amendment  or 
alteration,  that  it  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  main- 
tain a  perpetual  connection  between  the  two 
Countries,,  and  that  any  further  Union  is  unneces- 
sary ;  I  cannot  but  wonder  by  what  arguments, 
many  of  them  will  support  their  own  consistency: 
whom  I  have  heard  arguing  with  the  utmost 
vehemence  in  every  session  of  Parliament  since 


that  period,  for  the  necessity  of  alterations 

inn  :0u  :  r-  -"  3a;  d*ryf>n-.)!ta'-;{aofmfl03  'b$n&> 


in 
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the  established  Constitution  of  Ireland,  as  well 
in  regard  to  its  internal  provisions  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  subjects,  as  in  its  external  regulations 
respecting  its  connection  with  England,  which 
they  now  assert  were  finally  and  for  ever  settled 
in  1782: — Witness  the  complaints  of  the  in- 
equality of  the  Channel  Trade  ;  of  the  exclusion 
from  the  East  India  Trade ;  of  the  importation 
of  English  Manufactures  ;  of  the  contraction  of 
the  Colony  Trade,  and  of  the  Woollen  Manu- 
facture of  Ireland  ;  of  the  want  of  protecting 
Duties ;  of  the  interference  of  the  English  Ca- 
binet with  Irish  Affairs  ;  and  of  the  double  Ca- 
binet ;  of  the  history  of  the  connection  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  being  a  history  of  op- 
pression and  injury  on  the  part  of  Britain,  as  well 
before  as  since  the  year  1782  ;  of  fugacious  Eng- 
lish Administrations  in  Ireland,  not  accountable  for 
their  conduct  to  the  Irish  Parliament;  of  Ireland 
being  involved  in  the  wars  of  Great  Britain,, 
without  being  consulted  on  the  expediency  of 
war  or  peace,  or  having  any  power  to  promote  or 
obstruct  either  the  one  or  the  other ;  of  the  in-i 
capacity  of  Ireland  to  treat  with  all  foreign 
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States  ;  its  total  deprivation  of  all  federative  c*- 
pacity  ;  with  a  multitude  of  other  inconvenicn- 
cies,  defects  and  inperfections  of  the  Settlement 
of  1782,  and  perpetual  declamations  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  Reforms,  Emancipations,  &c.  directly 
tending  to  the  utter  subversion  of  the  present 
Constitution,  and  the  Settlement  of  1782;  yet 
these  are  the  very  Gentlemen  who  now  rest  their 
principal    arguments    against  an   Incorporating 
Union  on  the  perfection  of  the  system  of  1782  ; 
insisting  that  all  attempts  further  to  strengthen 
the  connection  between  the  two  realms  as  settled 
in  1782,  and  to  extinguish  national  animosities, 
are  not  only  unnecessary,  but  pernicious  and  des- 
tructive to  Ireland. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  state  and  answer  the 
other  objections  which  I  have  heard  urged  against 
an  Incorporating  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  ; 
and  I  shall  have  an  opportunity,  in  my  progress, 
of  stating,  and  I  hope  of  proving,  the  positive 
advantages  which  must  result  to  Ireland  from  it  j; 
and  the  ruin  and  destruction  which  will  be  the 
certain  consequences  of  its  rejection.  -;^ 
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It  is  first  objected  that  the  independence  of 
Ireland  willl  be  destroyed  by  an  Incorporating 
Union  with  Great  Britain.  I  have  already  pretty 
fully  demonstrated,  that  Ireland,  in  its  present 
situation,  cannot  be  considered  as  an  indepen-" 
dent  kingdom,  properly  speaking ;  and,  besicfes7 
if  independence  applied  to  Ireland  means  the 
substantive  independence  of  a  kingdom,  uncon- 
nected with  any  other  Nation,  save  by  treaties  of 
amity  containing  reciprocal  obligations  entered  'into 
between  equals,  and  possessing  an  Imperial  Govern- 
ment within  itself;  it  is  pretty  plain  to  common 
understandings,  that  Ireland,  in  that  sense,  is 
not  now  an  independent  Nation  ;  for  Ireland  is  a 
Province  of  the  British  Empire.  The  Crown  of 
Ireland  is  not  an  Imperial  Crown ;  it  fs  insepa- 
rably united,  annexed  to,  and  dependent  upon 
the  Imperial  Crown  of  England  (now  the  Impe- 
rial Crown  of  Great  Britain);  and  whoever  is  King 
of  Great  Britain,  is,  ipso  facto,  King  of  Ireland. 
Such  is  the  language  of  our  own  Statute  law, 
repeated  over  and  over  again  in  our  Statute 
books  unrepealed,  and  which  never  can  be  re- 
pealed ;  because  His  Majesty  of  Great  Britain 
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can  never  give  his  royal  assent  to  any  law  autho- 
rising the  spoliation  of  his  royal  diadem,  by 
tearing  the  most  valuable  jewels  from  it ;— unless 
compelled  to  it  through  necessity,  and  the  suc- 
cessful issue  of  Rebellion  :  which  Heaven  avert ! 

But  should  it  even  be  admitted  that  Ireland  is 
an  independent  Nation,  how  can  it  be  inferred 
or  proved  that  she  would  lose  her  independence, 
or  any  degree  of  independence  which  she  may 
now  enjoy,  by  an  Incorporating  Union  with 
Great  Britain  ?  By  such  Union  she  becomes 
one  body  with  Great  Britain,  and  consequently 
must  enjoy  equal  independence  with  Great  BrU 
tain  ;  they  will  together  form  one  consolidated 
independent  Empire  ;  the  part  of  that  Empire 
West  of  the  Irish  Channel  will  be  as  independent 
as  that  part  of  England  South  of  the  Trent,  and 
that  part  North  of  the  Trent,  or  that  of  Great 
Britain  North  of  the  Tweed ;  and  Ireland  will 
be  no  more  a  Province  dependent  on  England 
than  England  or  Scotland  are  Provinces  depen- 
dent on  Ireland,  or  on  one  another.  The  obr 
jectipn  seems  to  me  to  be  founded  on  sophistry, 


(     10    ) 

6il  this  deceitful  position,  that  each  part  of  the 
same  body,  being  dependent  in  some  measure  upon 
the  rest  of  the  body,  the  whole,  thus  composed  of 
parts  dependent  on  each  other,  cannot  be  said  to 
form  one  independent  body,  because  it  is  composed 
of  dependent  particles;  though  whilst  they  ad- 
here together  they  form  one  body  detached 
from  all  others.  The  Gentlemen  who  support 
Such  a  dogma  would  do  well  to  consider  how  they 
can,  by  such  reasoning,  maintain  the  indepen- 
dence of  Ireland ;  for,  by  the  same  argument, 
the  four  Provinces  of  Ireland  being  dependent 
each  on  the  other  three,  the  four  together  can- 
not form  one  independent  body. 

It  is  in  the  second  place  objected,  that  the  su-» 
perior  number  of  British  Members  in  the  Impe- 
rial Parliament,  will  give  them  the  power  of  op- 
pressing Ireland,  and  infringing  the  conditions 
on  which  an  Incorporating  "Union  may  be  con- 
cluded. 

1  admit  that  there  must  be  a  power  in  all  States 
paramount  and  supreme,  that  can  alter  or  abro- 


V,         t 

gate  all  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  State,  for 
.vs^j  D 

the  manifest  good  and  advantage  of  the  subjects, 
and  enact  new  laws  for  the  same  purposes ;  but 
such  supreme  power  is  restrained  within  the 
bounds  of  reason  and  justice,  and  the  present  ar- 
gument is  founded  on  a  presumption  of  fraud 
and  ill-faith,  which  the  principles  of  natural  law, 
as  well  as  the  express  maxims  of  our  own  muni- 
cipal law,  forbid  us  to  entertain.  Our  own  law 
nsqaafli  s:.'.j  nis'n  ^n 
tells  us  that  fraud  is  not  to  be  presumed.  When 

King  Henry  VIII.  consulted  the  judges,  then  re- 
movable at  the  will  of  the  Crown,  on  the  ques- 

»~)*~O    13iiJ3QG/     Ii/c  *    3.13    tOO"<rlj  *?"Jll?O  i.: 

tion  whether  a  bill  of  attainder  passed  against  a 
man  by  Parliament,  then  also  enslaved,  without 
calling  on  the  object  of  it  to  answer,  or  giving 
him  a  trial,  would  be  valid  ?  The  judges  told 

*i.~»     v    firf       ill     ol*J  »  •  <**"'  1.   i'/JL          I>    'I  Il~fi'.i         *li     ~l     •     .  ' 

him,  that  such  an  act,  from  the  transcendant 
power  of  Parliament, .  would  be  valid;  but  they 
trusted  that  so  great  and  honourable  a  tribunal  a* 
that  of  Parliament  would  never  degrade  itself, 
and  make'so  flagitious  an  use  of  their  supreme 
authority,  as  to  adopt  such  a  proceeding  against 
any  man..  And  an  answer  of  a  similar  nature 

" ^  -  V  ^t        i'-^1    ^       .  j  f  £    i* ^ 

might  be  sufficient  to  the  present  objection,  the 
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Parliament    being    now    independent ;    because 

there  is  a  mighty  difference  between  power  itself, 
and  the  just  or  unjust  exercise  of  it ;  and  the  ob- 
jection can  have  no  weight  if  we  are  to  presume, 
as  by  law  we  are  directed/  that  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament will  be  guided  by  justice  in  their  proceed- 
ings. 


•:,«<iai;iu  ;  .-fllKu   a>  au:b.-.'t*j'ia  3itJ  or  /^:iuid 
But  there  still  remains  a  more  powerful  answer 

to  the  objection,  and"  that  is,  that  the  condition 
of  an  Incorporating  Union  must  be   canvassed 
fully  in  the  two  Parliaments  of  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland,  before  any  Union  can  be  effected  ;  and 
it  is  morally  certain  that  no  conditions   will  be 
agreed 'to,  which' shall   not  be  deemed  by  these 
Parliaments,  who  are  supposed  to  understand  the 
interests   of  their  country,  advantageous  as  well 
to  the  nations  respectively,  as  to  the'  empire  at 
large.    "And'  when  the  two  Nations  shall  Become 
one  by  an  Incorporating  Union,  can  it  be   sup- 
posed that  the  Imperial  Parliament  will  ever  at- 
tempt to  infringe  the  conditions  promotive  of  the 
interests  o^  eacli  country  in  particular,  arid  of*  the 
whole  body  in  general  ?    Such'a  proceeding  with 


respect  to  either  country,  would  injure  the  whole 
body,  and  would  be  therefore  contrary  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  infringers ;  as  it  would  be  destruc- 
tive of  the  sanity  and  strength  of  the  whole  hu- 
man body,  for  all  the  parts,  the  leg  excepted,  to 
conspire  to  wither  the  leg  ;  therefore  there  can  be 
no  apprehension  of  the  breach  of  the  conditions 
of  an  Incorporating  Union  by  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament, to  the  prejudice  of  Ireland  ;  unless  we 
shall  suppose  that  the  British  Members  shall  all 
become  blind,  as  well  to  justice  as  to  their  own 
interest.  Besides,  it  may  be  stipulated  in  the 
Treaty  of  Union,  that  any  breach  of  the  condi- 
tions shall  be  deemed  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
as  was  done  in  the  Treaty  of  Union  of  England 
and  Scotland  ;  and  experience  has  proved,  that 
no  attempt  at  a  breach  of  the  conditions  of  that 

Union  was  ever  made.     I  can  only  conceive  one 

i 

case  in  which  the  conditions  of  an  Incorporating 

Union  of  Great  Britain  .and  Ireland  may  be  al* 
tered,  and  that  is,  when  all  or  a  very  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Representatives  of  one  of  the  con- 
tracting Nations  shall  petition  for  an  alteration  of 
any  of  the  articles  which  peculiarly  affects  one 
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of  them,  without  any  special  interest  in  the  other 
to  resist  such  a  change  ;  in  that  case,  I  appre- 
hend an  alteration  might  be  justly  made  on  the 
principle  pf  voUnti  non  ft  injuria, 

It  is  objected  thirdly,  That  Ireland,  by  an 
Incorporating  Union  will  become  subject  to  the 
heavy  taxes  and  debt  of  Great  Britain.  This 
objection  may  be  entirely  done  away  by  inserting 
stipulations  in  the  Treaty  of  Union,  that  Ireland 
shall  be  only  liable  to  such  portion  of  the  public 
burthen  as  is  suitable  to  her  means  and  finances. 
Such  stipulations  in  favour  of  Scotland  have  been 
inserted  in  the  Treaty  of  Union  between  England 
Scotland^  and  have  never  been  violated, 


But  this  objection  5s  in  truth  founded  on  de- 
ception ;  for  it  is  founded  on  the  baseless  as- 
spmption,  that  Ireland,  after  an  Incorporating 
Union  shall  take  place,  will  remain  in  its  present 
situation,  or  a  worse  in  point  of  trade,  improve-^ 
rpent  and  opulence.  Whereas,  it  is  obvious^ 
that  Ireland,  possessing  as  fertile  a  soil  as  Great 
Britain,  and  being,  when  incorporated  with  that 


Nation,  as  advantageously  situated  for  commerce, 
must  become  in  time,  and  not  at  a  very  remote 
period,  equal  to  Great  Britain,  in  local  popula- 
tion, commerce  and  wealth.  Her  inhabitants  be- 
ing then  on  an  exact  level  with  those  of  Great 
Britain,,  intermixed  with  them,  and  becoming 

one   people  with  them,  the  present  industrious 
••:•*?     •  - 

habirs  and  pursuits  of  the  one  Nation,  its  com- 

.nj  .    •        '  - 

merce  and  its  manufactures  must  be  speedily  com- 


municated to  the  other,  and  become  'common  to 
both  :  ancj  when  we  contemplate  the  happiness, 
wealth  and  comforts  of  life  which  the  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain  enjoy  at  present  in  a  much 
superior  degree  (though  liable  to  the  present 
heavy  debts  and  taxes)  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ire- 

;*^Vf.ff>jy     ft^vj     "»->7-'i     •'vr-?      J-r.---    f-      •' 

land,  what  Irishman  would  repine  or  have  cause 
to  complain,  if  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  were 
put  on  an  exact  level  in  all  these  particulars  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  ?  If  we  shall, 
in  case  of  an  Incorporating  Union,  have  heavier 
taxes,  they  will  be  no  grievances  if  we  shall  have 
more  ample  sources  of  wealth,  a  greater  capacity 
of  paying,  and  greater  funds  remaining  to  expend 
on  our  comforts  and  enjoyments. 

lam 


I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  asserted  by  a  very 
great  and  truly  respectable  authority,  that  the 
Trade  of  Ireland  cannot  and  will  not  be  increased 
by  an  Incorporating  Union  ;  and  it  has  been  at- 
tempted to  be  proved  that  the  Trade  of  Ireland 
could  not  be  injured  by  Great  Britain,  if  she 
should  design  to  injure  it,  for  that  Ireland  has 
other  and  as  lucrative  markets  for  her  commo- 
dities as  Great  Britain  :  my  own  want  of  skill  in 
commercial  affairs,  and  my  settled  opinion  of  the 
ability  and  extensive  information  of  the  asserter 
of  these  doctrines,  to  me  at  least  novel,  induced 
jne,  after  their  publication,  to  consider  them  with 
great  attention,  to  examine  the  documents  on 
which  they  were  founded,  and  to  read  the  several 
answers  to  thenl  which  have  appeared,  as  well  in 
the  English  as  in  the  Irish  prints,  and  after  the 
very  best  and  most  mature  consideration  of  them, 
I  profess  I  cannot  acquiesce  in  them  ;  for,  in  the 
first  place,  as  the  proportionate  commerce  and 
opulence  of  Great  Britain  vastly  exceed  those  of 
Ireland,  I  cannot  well  conceive,  when  Ireland, 
situated  as  she  is,  and  possessing  as  fertile  a  soil  as 
Great  Britain  shall  form  one  and  the  .same  body  with 
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Great  Britain  by  an  Incorporating  Union,  that 
part  of  that  body  shall  continue  in  the  greatest 
health  and  vigour,  and  that  another  part  with  all 
the  vital  juices  in  full  and  free  circulation,  with- 
out any  obstruction  whatsoever  to  impede  their 
course,  shall  remain  in  a  debilitated  and  withered 
state  :  on  the  contrary,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  the  wealth  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
must  by  an  Union  be  communicated  to  Ireland, 
and  that  Ireland  will  thereby  acquire  a  propor- 
tionate and  local  equality  in  trade  with  Great  Bri- 
tain and  every  part  of  it. 

In  the  second  place,  I  am  convinced  that  Ire- 
land is  indebted  for  almost  her  whole  commerce 
to  Great  Britain  ;  she  has  opened  to  Ireland  the 
trade  of  her  colonies ;  she  has  shielded  her  princi- 
pal manufactures,  to  which  she  has  opened  her 
own  markets,  with  bounties,  and  restrained  the 
importation  of  manufactures  of  the  same  nature 
from  other  countries  by  duties.  At  no  other 
markets  on  the  face  of  the  globe  could  the  manu- 
factures of  Ireland  be  disposed  of  to  the  same  ad- 
vantage ;  she  affords  a  ready  market,  ready  sale, 
speedy  return  for  the  commodities  of  Ireland, 
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which  no  other  nation  could  afford,  and  which 
few  would  offer :  nor  could  Irish  capitals  support 
the  same  trade  with  other  nations,  who  would  re- 
quire longer  credits.  British  fleets  secure  the 
foreign  commerce  of  Ireland  throughout  the 
globe,  and  the  hostility  of  Great  Britain  to  Ire- 
land would  at  once  annihilate  almost  all  Irish 
commerce  and  manufactures  ;  and  the  balance  of 
trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  much 
in  favour  of  the  latter  kingdom. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  City  of  Dublin  will  be 
depopulated  and  injured,  and  its  trade  ruined  by 
an  Incorporating  Union.  Of  all  the  objections 
against  the  measure,  this  has  the  greatest  weight 
with  the  mass  of  the  people,  andyet  it  is  infinitely 
the  weakest.  Such  has  been  the  power  of  decep- 
tion, that  this  fallacious  argument  has  imp6sed 
upon  and  mislead  the  loyal  citizens  of  Dublin, 
who  in  the  late  atrocious  Rebellion  so  courageously 
sood  forth  the  champions  and  the  bulwarks  of  the 
Constitution  in  Church  and  State,  and  has  so 
far  blinded  their  understandings  as  to  render 
them  careless  even  of  their  own  preservation, 

E2 
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of  their  liberties  and  properties,  and  induced  them 
to  permit  themselves  to  be  made  the  dupes  ancf 
tools  of  the  sanguinary  Jacobin  traitors,  who  so 
lately  deluged  their  country  with  the  best  Pro- 
testant blood  of  the  Nation. 

'the  Conspirators  who  originally  planned  that 
bloody  insurrection,  and  the  ruffians  employed  in 
the   massacres  with  which  it  was  accompanied, 
and  whose  carcases,  justly  forfeited  to  the  law, 
have  been  bailed  from  the  executioner,  by  what 
has  been  stiled  the  lenity  of  Government,  now 
openly  and  triumphantly  appear,  leading  the  de- 
luded citizens  to  the  altars  of  rebellion-,  conspi- 
racy and  sedition,  there  to  enter  into  engagements 
for  the   subversion  of  the   constitution,  and  ta 
affix  their  signatures,  at  the  desire  of  the  pardon- 
ed and  ungrateful  traitors,  to  the  manifestoes  of 
threatened  and  meditated  insurrection.    Bound  as 
I  am  from  general,  and  in  many  instances  person- 
al attachment,  gratitude  and  interest,  to  promote 
to  the  extremity  of  my  abilities  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  in  which  though 
not  my  native  place,  I  have  been  nurtured  and 


educated  from  my  early  infancy;  and  which 
comprehends  so  many  of  my  closest  and  most 
valuable  connections,  I  cannot  view  with  indif-  , 
ference  this  fatal  delusion  of  many  of  its  most 
loyal  and  worthy  citizens.  I  heartily  deplore  it, 
and  shall  use  my  endeavours  to  awaken  them 
to  the  calls  of  loyalty,  honour,  security  and 
peace. 

I  have  already,  I  trust,  proved  that  the  trade 
and  wealth  of  Ireland  must  be  increased  by  an 
Union,  which  will  open  sources  of   commerce 
yet  unknown  in  this  country;  it  will  increase 
wealth  in  the  same  proportion,  and  capital  must 
increase  by  the  additional  security  which  the  lives 
and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  will 
acquire  by  such  Union  ;  and  the  city  of  Dublin 
must  participate  largely  in   the  increased  com- 
merce, wealth  arid  capital  of  the  Nation  at  large. 
Dublin   is  situated  about  midway  in    the   Irish 
Channel.      Its  port,  though   not   accessible    by 
ships  of  as  great  burthen  as  that  ef  Liverpool, 
yet  is  a  much  better  port  than  that  of  the  latter 
place,  much  more  easily  accessible,  and  ships  of 
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three  or  four  hundred  tons,  large  enough  for  car- 
rying on  commerce  to  any  part  of  the  globe, 
may  resort  to  it.     Dublin  is  capable  of  receiving 
great  improvements  as  a  commercial  city,  suffi- 
cient to  secure  to  it  for  ever  a  decided  superiority 
in  point  of  trade  over  every  other  town  in  Ireland ; 
and  if  an  annual  sum  shall  be  appropriated  out 
of  the  treasury  for  compleating  the  two  canals 
which  communicate  with  it  on  the  North  and 
South  (already  far  advanced),  under  proper  re- 
gulations, so  as  to  finish  the  water  carriage  from 
Dublin  in  the  Shannon,  it  will  extend  into  Con- 
naught,  and  may  be  further  extended  in  that 
province  by  means  of  the  river  Suck.     Such  an 
improvement  will  for  ever   secure  to  Dublin  the 
exclusive  import  and  export  trade  of  this  island, 
in  a  tract  of  country  the  best  in  the  kingdom,  of 
near  one  hundred  miles  broad,  and  reaching  al- 
most from  the  Channel  to  the  Western  Ocean. 
The  compleating  these  canals,  at  the  public  ex- 
pence,  may  be  made  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
Union,  and  will  alone  compensate  tenfold  for  any 
partial  loss  which  it  is  suggested  that  Dublin  may 
suffer  by  it ;  for  it  is  not  even  pretended  that  the 
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Nation  at  large  will  suffer  by  an  Union,  in  point 
of  commerce  ;  all  that  is  attempted  to  be  proved 
(and  the  proof  has  totally  failed)  is,  that  Ireland 
will  not  gain  in  point  of  trade  by  this  measure. 
Other  advantages  to  the  city  of  Dublin,  not  pre- 
judicial to  the  kingdom  at  large,  may  be  stipu- 
lated for  in  the  Treaty  of  Union, 

We  are  now  to  consider  what  the  loss  is,  that 
it  is  suggested  the  city  will  sustain  by  an  Incorpo- 
rating Union.  It  is  suggested,  that  many  other 
port  towns  will  rise  in  commerce  on  the  ruins  of 
that  of  Dublin  in  case  of  an  Union  :  I  cannot 
see  any  reasonable  ground  for  such  suggestion ; 
but  if  there  is  any,  I  have  already  pointed  out 
an  effectual  method,  not  only  to  secure  Dublin 
in  its  present  trade,  but  to  increase  it  to  a  degree 
hitherto  never  experienced  or  hoped  for. 

It  is  next  suggested,  that  Dublin  will  decay 
as  well  in  population  as  trade,  by  its  ceasing  to  be 
the  annual  place  of  meeting  of  Parliament;  and 
that  absentees  will  be  increased,  as  well  from 
Dublin  as  from  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  by  an 
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Union,  which  will  therefore  drain  the  kingdom 
in  general,    and   Dublin  in  particular,  of  great 
sums  of  money   annually.     I  cannot   think  that 
the  kingdom  in  general,  or  Dublin  in  particular, 
will  be  drained  of  great  sums  of  money  by   the 
increase  of  absentees,  which,  it  is  supposed,  will 
happen  on  an  Union  taking  place,  for  I  do  not 
think  that  it  will  cause  any  very  material  increase 
of  absentees.     Already  our  absentees,  and  most 
of  them  of  very  great  landed   estates,  are   very 
numerous,  and  most  of  our  Nobility  and  consi- 
derable Gentry,  who  are  reputed  residents,  spend 
their  summers,  or  a  considerable  part  of  them,  in 
England,  either  in  or  near  London,  or  at  the  se- 
veral watering  places  in  England.     Thirty  of  our 
Peers,  and  one  hundred  of  our  Commoners,  are 
to  sit  in  the  Imperial  Parliament ;  of  these  Com- 
moners sixty-four  are  to  be  elected  for  the  coun- 
ties at  large,  eighteen  more  for  cities  or  towns* 
which  are  also  counties,  and   the  remainder  for 
corporate  towns,  considerable  for  their  population 
and  extent :  so  that  almost  the  whole  of  the  Irish 
Representatives  in  the  Commons  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  will  be  returned  on  popular  elec- 
tions. 
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tions.   And  all,  such  persons,  to  secure  their  inte- 
rests in  the  counties  and  towns  which  they  repre- 
sent, will  be  obliged  to  spend  their  summers  (the 
seasons  of   recess  of  the   Imperial  Parliaments) 
among  their  Irish  constituents,  instead  of  spend- 
ing them,  as  'they  now*  do,  in  England.  '  Of  the 
thirty  !  Peers,    who  are  ;  to  represent^  the    Irish 
Peerage  in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  many  will  be 
such  as  at  present  spend  their  whole'time;  or  al- 
most the  whole,  in  England  ;  from  whence  I  infer, 
that  Ireland  in  general  will  not  suffer  considerably, 
perhaps  not  at  all,  by   an  Union.     The  city  of 
Dublin  will  certainly  lose  the  partial  residence/of 
'some  of  the'  Members  of  Parliament  annually, 
but  not  of  all  f  for  many  persons  who  are  ribw 
Members  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  such  as  the 

*  whole  body  of  lawyers  now  in  Parliament,'  and 
many  others  who  always  reside  in  or  near  Dublin, 

"  and  who  will  not  b&  of  the  tiumber  elected  °to 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  will  continue  to  reside 
irr  their  usual  places  of  abode.  The  city  will 

•  Continue  the  -metropolis  of  the  kingdom,  the  s£al 
of  th6  Courts  of  Justice,  'and  of  the-  Viceroy  ^ 
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.and  upon  the  whole,  cannot,  by  any  computa- 
tion,, suffer  any  greater  annual  loss  than  about 
fifty  thousand  pounds,  perhaps  less,  by  an  Union  ; 
and  will  certainly  be  a  gainer  of  several  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  annually  by  the  means  I  have 
suggested,  and  by  other  stipulations  in  its  favour, 
which  may  be  inserted  in  the  Treaty  of  Incorpo- 
rating Union.  And  the  city  of  Dublin  will  be 
certainly  increased,  as  well  in  wealth  as  popula- 
tion, by  such  a  measure. 
< 

Pending  the  treaty  for  an  Union  between  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  the  same  methods  for  inflam- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  to  oppose  that 
measure,  were  adopted  by  a  discontented  party 
in  that  kingdom,  as  are  now  made  use  of  to  in- 
flame the  citizens  of  Dublin.  Yet  Edinburgh, 
in  less  than  a  century  since  that  Union  took  place, 
has  been  more  than .  doubled  in  extent  and  in  po- 
pulation ;  and  in  trade,  wealth  and  magnificence, 
improved  tenfoldV  My  arguments  are  therefore 
warranted,  not  by  reason  only,  but  experience  : 
and  the  citizens  of  Dublin  will  soon  have  good 
cause  to  reprobate  and  execrate  the  fraudulent 
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and   sanguinary  Jacobinical   assassins,  by  whom 
they  are  at  present  so  fatally  misled. 

It  is  in  the  fifth  place  objected,  that  the  Irish 
Parliament  is  not  competent  to  enter  into  and 
conclude  a  treaty  with  the  Sister  Kingdom  for 
an  Incorporating  Union.     The  competency  of 
the  Irish  Parliament  to  such  a  measure,  has  been 
so  fully  and   ably  proved   by   an  Honourable 
Member  of  this  House,  in  his  Speech  on  the 
expediency  of  an  Union  in  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament,  which  Speech  has  been  since  print- 
ed  *  :  and  the  futility  and  ineptitude  of  the  ob- 
jection so  fully  exposed,  that  it  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  be  at  much  trouble  in  scouting  that 
phantom  of  forensian  quibbling  inanity  out  of 
this  House.    A  brief  examination  of  this  doctrine 
of  incompetency  of  Parliament  on  the  present 
occasion,  may  however  be  not  amiss. 


The  best  writers  on  the  British  Constitution, 


'*  Speech  of  W.  Smith,  Esq.Nm  the  Subject  of  a  Legislative 
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Union,  Thursday,  January  24,  1799- 
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and  those  who  have,  wound  up  their  ideas  of  true 
political  liberty  to  the  highest  tone  which  can 
consist  with  any  harmony  or  stability  of  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  Locke  in  particular,  lay  it  down  as  a 
marina,  that  each  member  of  .the  commonwealth 
h$s surrendered  to  the  state,  or  supreme  legislative 
power,  and-  vested  in  it  all  his  rights  undsr the 
law.  of  nature*  In  theJlth  chapter  of  Mr.  Locke's 
Tre^tisp.  QJI  Government,  is  to  be  foynd  the  fol- 
lowing passage  :  "  The  supreme  legislative  power 
"  in  every;  commonwealth  is  the  joint- power  of. 
"  every,  mpmber,  <?f.  the  society,  given  up  to  that 
"  person  pr  assembly*  which  i&  legislator,  and  is, 
"  what  those,  persons  had  in  a  state  of  nature 
";  before  they  enterecj,  i^ to  the  society,  and  gave 
"-  up  to  th$  community."    A  little  farther  on  he 
a(J$&>   "  This  poweii,  m  the  utmost  bounds  of 
"•  it,  is  limited  to  $e  public  good  of  the  so- 
"  ciety,"     And  ia  the,  closp  pf  the  1-Qth  chapter 
he  writes  thus,  "  The  power  which  every  indi- 
4C,  vidual  gave  the  sociex-j,  wlien  he  entered  in.to 
"  it*  cjan  never  revert  to  the  individual  again^  as 
*6  \oqjg  as  the  society  lasts,  but  will  always  remain 
"  in  the  community  ;  because  WAtho^t  dfi$ -^CCP. 
K  can  be  no    community,  no  commonwealth, 


ss  which  is  contrary  19  the  original  agreement, 
"  So  also,  when  the  society  hath  placed  the  Le 
"  gislative  in  any  Assembly  of  men  to  continue 
*Sii^  them  and  their  successors,  with  direction 
and  authority  of  providing  such  successors, 
the  Legislative  (which  he  in  all  places  styles 

"•'**•*•'     3^"*      wfil  I3V«vXj    ;£UJ   I        -     ,  il^l.i.  i\J  j  IX.  _ 

the  Supreme  Power)  can  never  revert  to  the 
"  People  whilst  that  Government  lasts  :  Because 
"  having  provided  a  Legislative  with  power  to 
"  continue  for  ever,  they  have  given  up  their 
"  political  power  to  the  Legislative,  and  can 
"  never  resume  it."  Montesquieu,  in  the  6th 

Chapter  of  his  nth  Book,  where  he  treats  of 
r  _£:«••  >;o 

the  English  Constitution,  lays  it  down  as  a 
maxim:  "  That  the  People  ought  to  have  no 
"  share  in  the  Government,  but  for  the  choos* 
'c  ing  of  Representatives,  which  is  within  their 
"  reach."  It  is  notorious,  that  a  man  in  a  stat$ 
ofj  nature  has  full  authority  and  power  to  join 
any  other  man  or  set  of  men,  and  to  form  with 

»-  *r^    TM  |\f/    .*.>  »  fffj  yn;    \  -          *i  i'-'t  l.ltifjft^j    t'-LiV 

them  a  community,  or  to  connect  himself 
with  a  community  already  formed,  and  become 
a  member  of  that  community  which  is  willing  to 
receive  him  as  a  member.  This  natural  right 
each  man  has  given  up  to  the  community,  and 
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the  Supreme  Legislative  Power  of  the  commu- 
nity is  invested  with  that  right^  and  consequently 
is  competent  to  join  any  other  community  or 
commonwealth  in  an  Incorporating  Union,  and 
to  bind  all  the  subjects  of  the  State  to  that  in- 
corporation ;  and  that  power  of  the   Legislative 
is  bounded  only  by  the  public  good  of  the  so- 
ciety, of  which  it  is  a  better  judge  than  tumul- 
tuous, unconstitutional,  and  illegal  assemblies  of 
the  people,  and  of  which,  the  members  of  the 
commonwealth,  when   they  elected  them   their 
Representatives,  supposed  them  to  be  the  best 

••7       •  '••  ,•»£[         >\  .•  f-  'f 

judges. 

Mr.  Locke  published  his  Treatise  on  Govern- 
ment in  the  year  1690:  he  had  been  the  Secre- 
tary and  Confidant  of  the  famous  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury ;  and  had  been  educated  at  Oxford,  during 
the  domination  of  the  republican  fanatics,  and 
was  brought  up  in  the  extremity  of  Whig  prin- 

<        -\        *     f     .  V      -V 

ciples,  and  published  his  work  at  the  time  civil 
dissensions  were  at  the  highest,  for  the  purpose " 
of  justifying  the  Revolution,  at  that  time  a  recent 
transaction  not  compleatly  and  fully  established,  * 
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One  principal  accusation  against  the  abdicated 
family  was,  that  they  designed  to  subjugate  the 
kingdom  to  France.  This  design  was  princi- 
pally attributed  to  Charles  the  Second  and  his 
Ministry,  and  was  one  of  the  accusations  of 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  the  patron  of  Mr.  Locke, 
against  the  Court  in  the  reign  of  that  Monarch. 
Mr.  Locke,  therefore,  in  his  IQth  Chapter  on  the 
Dissolution  of  Governments,  states,  rather  too 
largely,  "  that  the  alteration  of  the  Legislative 
"  is  a  dissolution  of  Government:"  And  then 
subjoins,  *'  that  the  delivery  of  the  People  into 
"  the  subjection  of  a  foreign  Power,  either  by 
"  the  Prince,  or  the  Legislative,  is  certainly  a 
"  change  of  the  Legislative,  and  so  a  dissolution 
"•  of  the  Government." 

In  respect  to  the  first  position  of  Mr.  Locke, 
that  a  change  of  the  Legislative  is  a  dissolution 
of  Government,  I  believe  the  Gentlemen  who 
oppose  this  measure,  will  scarcely  subscribe  to 
the  truth  of  it :  for  they  have  for  a  series  of 
years  been  preaching  up  the  necessity  of  a  change 
in  the  Legislative,  as  well  by  abolishing  most  of 
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the  Boroughs,  as  by  new-modelling  the  remainder ; 
and  by  extending  the  Elective  Franchise  to  large 
bodies  of  the  People,  heretofore  disqualified  by 
the  laws  of  the  commonwealth  :  Some  of  which 
pretended  reforming  schemes  have  succeeded, 
and  all  which  would  immediately  operate  as  alte- 
rations in  the  Legislative  Body. 

*•    »''-         '•  jj'-i     $ •• » ; 4.1 I V  » ,'/  v      .  . 

But  it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  the  second  po- 
sition of  Mr.  Locke,  and  to  try  whether  the  con- 
clusion of  a  Treaty  of  Incorporating  Union  with 
Great  Britain  by  the  Irish  Legislature,  on  terms 
of  absolute  equality  and  communication  of  all 
privileges,  can  be  deemed  a  delivery  of  the  Irish 
Nation  into  a  subjection  to  a  foreign  Power.  It 
is  to  be  observed  in  the  first  place,  that  Great 
Britain  in  respect  to  Ireland  is  not  a  foreign 
Power;  both  Nations  compose  one  Empire, 
whose  interests  with  respect  to  all  other  Nations 
are  one  and  the  same.  Secondly,  the  Legislatures 
of  the  two  Nations  are  not  distinct  and  separate 
in  their  present  condition :  for  one  branch  of  the 
Legislative,  and  the  Supreme  Executive,  is  one 
and  the  same  in  both.  Thirdly. -the  Irish  Legis- 
lative 
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lative  is  not  a  supreme  power  in  Ireland, .  for  the 
exercise  of  its  authority  may  be  at  all  times 
cramped  and  impeded  by  the  English  Cabinet 
in  many  and  most  instances ;  and  it  has  no  fede*- 
rative  or  imperial  authority  respecting  foreign 
nations,  nor  has  its  Executive  any  such  authority, 
as  derived  from  the  Irish  Legislature  ;  and  if  the 
Irish  Legislature  vested  their  whole  legislative 
authority  in  the  British  Legislature,  such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  not  amount  to  the  subjection  of 
the  Irish  Nation  to  a  foreign  Power,  eren  on 
Mr.  Locke's. principles,  and  to  a  consequent  dis- 
solution of  Government 

But  an  Incorporating  Union  with  Great  Bri- 
tain admits  of  no  such  interpretation,  as  the  de- 
livery of  the  Irish  Nation  to  a  subjection  to  Great 
Britain.  Irish  Peers  and  Irish  Representatives  o£ 
the  Commons  will  sit  in  the  Imperial  Parliament 
with  equal  privileges,  liberties,  and  immunities 
with  British  Peers  and  British  Representatives ; 
the  superior  numbers  of  the  latter  classes  to  those 
of  the  former,  arising  from  the  superior  extent  and 
opulence  of  the  British  Nation,  can  never,  as  I 
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trust  I  have  already  proved,  operate  to  the  pe- 
culiar disadvantage  of  Ireland ;  there  can  be  no 
inequality  of  interest  between  the  limbs  of  the 
same  body,  and  consequently  no  subjection,  ex- 
cept the  due  subordination  of  all  the  parts  of  a 
body,  to  serve  in  their  respective  functions  for 
the  general  and  common  advantages  of  the  whole, 
be  subjection.    The  Representative  form  of  Go^ 
vernment   will   be  preserved   in  its  purity  and 
vigour,  under  the  same  Sovereign,  the  same  Ex- 
ecutive; and  no  objection  on  the  score  of  change 
of  the  Legislature  can,  as  I  apprehend,  come  with 
any  degree  of  consistency  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House,   founded  on  the  diminution,  or 
rather  annihilation,  of  the  Irish  Borough  Repre- 
sentation in  the  new  system,  which  Representation 
they  have  so  often  declaimed  against,  nor  from 
the  junction  of  the  Peerage  and  Representatives 
of  the  Commons  in  both  Nations  in  the  same 
Houses,  upon  perfect  terms  of  equality ;  bound 
together  by  the  ties  of  common  interest,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  the  whole 
Empire  in  general,  and  of  each  Nation  in 
ticular, 
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The  last  objection  which  I  have  heard  urged 
against  an  Incorporating  Union,  is,  that  Ireland 
will  be  thereby  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  de- 
pendent Province.  To  this  it  is  a  full  answer, 
that  Ireland^  by  an  Incorporating  Union,  will 
become,  from  a  really  dependent  Province,  a 
part  of  the  British  Empire,  equally  independent 
with  every  other  part  of  it ;  that  England  and 
Scotland  are  Provinces  of  the  British  Empire^ 
arid"  Ireland  will  be  a  Province  no  more  depend- 
ent on  any  Power  whatsoever^  than  England  and 
Scotland  are;  all  the  Provinces  of  an  Empire, 
such  as  the  British,  the  very  basis  of  whose  Go* 
vernment  is  political  Liberty,  are  so  far  depend* 
ent,  the  orte  on  the  other,  as  that  they  are  all 
obliged  to  concur  in  the  means  for  their  common 
preservation,  and  without  such  concurrence  they 
would  all  yield  to  a  foreign  Power:  in  such  light, 
but  in  no  other,  are  they  dependent,  the  one  on, 
the  other,  for  mutual  defence  and  security :  and 
may  they  ever  continue  in  that  sense  dependent, 
and  be  for  ever  indissolubly  United  ! 
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It  is  worth  while  now  to  bestow  a  little  consi- 
deration on  what  will  be  the  fate  of  Ireland,  in 
case  an  Incorporating  Union  be  rejected.  In  the 
first  place  it  is  evident,  from  the  various  causes 
of  dispute  and  animosity  between  Great  Britan 
and  Ireland,,  now  subsisting  under  their  present 
system  of  'precarious  and  imperfect  connection, 
and  from  the  turbulence,  avarice  and  ambition 
jof  some,  and  the  Jacobinical,  anarchical,  revolu- 
tionary principles  of  other  agitators,  with  whom 
the  country  is  at  present  cursed  ;  who  have  falsely 
assumed,  and  thereby  debased  and  degraded  the 
title  of  Patriots;  and  from  the  bitter  and  malig- 
nant spirits  of  a  great  portion  of  the  lower  order 
of  our  inhabitants,  inspired  by  the  principles  of  a 
gloomy,  unsociable,  unrelenting,  sanguinary  su- 
perstition, that  the  two  Nations  cannot  be  kept  to- 
gether for  any  considerable  time  by  their  present 
frail  and  brittle  bonds  of  connection.  Separa- 
tion, therefore,  or  rather  an  attempt  at  separation, 
f/orn  Britain,  will  be  the  certain  consequence  of 
the  rejection  of  this  measure.  I  will  first  assume, 
that  a  sufficient  attempt  at  separation  shall  be 
effected,  it  must,  if  at  all,  be  effected  by  Re- 


(  to  ) 

,)  w?p  asoisbiam 
bellion  and  Che  assistance  of  a  French  army  :  the 

civil  war  will  waste  this  unhappy  country  from 

one  extremity  to  the  other  ;  and  exclusive  of  the 

' 

miserable  slaughter  attendant  on  a  civil  war,  the 
whole  moveable  property  of  the  nation,  and  all 
its  improvements,  will  be  destroyed  and  ruined, 
and  the  successful  surviving  rebel  will  have  ,tjie. 
miserable  triumph  of  subjecting  himself  and  his 
posterity  to  the  bondage  of  Prance,  and  becom- 
ing a  member  of  a  wretclied,  impoverished,  de- 
mocratic Republic,  which  will  itself  be  ,a  slave  to 


the  French  democracy. 

:    , ,  it  i£j<r{Mzdi  yhwo5&  yns  ovjsrl  law 

.  rVd I  nf  wioirmn*  Ami  o;h  'io ' eiflubimfcob  uit 
Ye  Protestants  of  Ireland !  let  me  call  your 

attention  to  what  will,  be  your  lot  in  such  art 

f}'!J'.    »'.13Ui'n. .' •?• .  "*I .'»•() */^  '>i\li.)O,J    WO»i    {2"*^"  •  •.' '*» '^ 

event.  No  successful  attempt  at  separation  can 
be  made  without  y.our  assistance  and  co-operation ^ 
you  are  now  possessed  of  ..infinitely  the  greatest 

portion  of  the  wealth  and  property,  moveable 

«<&i&  •  ''  $****• 

and  immoveable,  of  me  Nation.  You  will  there~> 

fore  be  infinitely  the  greatest  losers  by  a  Rebellion, 
which  will  be  a  gulf  to  swallow  up  all  property  ; 
you  must  associate  yourselves  and  be  companions 
in  arms  with  the  hungry  French  assassins,  and 
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murderous  crew  of  United  Irishmen  ;  you  do  not 

. 

amount  to  more  than  one-third  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Ireland,  the  other  two-thirds  are  your  mortal 
enemies,  as  well  on  the  score  of  your  religion,  as 
your  riches :  when  you  shall  have  assisted  in  your 
own  ruin,  and  separated  yourselves  from  Bri- 
tain, and  concurred  in  establishing  a  democratic 
Irish  Republic ;  when  you  shall  be  reduced  to 
the  same  equality  of  indigence  which  in  such  case 
must  be  the  lot  of  all,  when  perfect  equality  of 
beggary  is  introduced,  and  the  Irish  Nation  is 
become  the  vassal  of  France,  do  you  expect  that 
you  will  have  any  security  for  your  lives  ?  Will 
the  descendants 'of  the  Irish  murderers  in  1641, 
who  massacred  in  cold  blood  such  multitudes  of 
your  ancestors,  now  double  your  numbers,  and 
on  a  level  with  you  in  all  other  respects,  and  as- 
sisted by  the  sanguinary  French  robbers  in  the 

event  of  successful  Rebellion,,  abstain  from  their 

—  '.'?;  . '*• 

habits  of  murder  ?  Does  their  recent  conduct  at* 

Scollabogue,  at  Wexford,  at  Vinegar-Hill,  in- 
spire you  with  hopes  of  safety,  when  they  shall 
have  you  in  their  power  ?  As  well  may  the  trem- 

f~*  ( \  *»  f\  *"  j  r v  r?  • *  '  *  T*  *  'd  i»  *  « 

tling  hind,  inclosed  in  the  paws  of  the  ravenous' 
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hungry  tiger,  hope  for  mercy  !  The  pike  and  the 
skeine  will  soon  dispatch  such  of  you  as  may  sur- 
vive the  horrors  and  miseries  of  even  a  successful 
Rebellion. 

And  you,  ye  deluded  Citizens  of  Dublin! 
whom  traitors  have  found  means  to  detach  from 
your  true  interests,  have  you  ever  considered 
what  is  to  be  the  unavoidable  fate  of  your  City 
in  case  of  a  separation  from  Great  Britain — • 
which,  as  I  have  already  stated,  can  never  be 
effected  except  by  rebellion  and  desolation  ?' 
Even  one  year's  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  would  annihilate  your  trade,  as  well  as 
the  trade  of  the  whole  Eastern  coast  of  Ireland. — b 
The  naval  force  of  Liverpool  alone,  which  in  the 
war  before  the  present  almost  annihilated  the 
trade  of  France,  would  completely  lock  up  all 
the  Irish  ports  in  the  Channel,  and  would  not 
suffer  one  ship  to  sail  in  or  out  of  them  ;  and  in 
case  of  a  separation  of  the  two  Countries,  as  they 
would  certainly  be  in  a  state  of  almost  perpetual 
war,  whatever  trade  Ireland  would  enjoy,  and  it 
could  be  very  little,  its  Western  ports  would  en- 
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gross  it,  and  Dublin  would  be  effe&ually  ruined. 
Such  a  state  of  separation,  effected  by  a  successful 
rebellion,  would,  in  fact,  in  the  first  place  de- 
solate the  kingdom,  and  destroy  one-half  of  its 
inhabitants ;  and  in  the  next  place  would  deprive 
the  whde  Nation  of  almost  all  trade,  thereby  pre- 
vent its  recovery^  and  reduce  it  to,  and  keep  it 
i0,»  the  most  miserable  situation  that  any  nation 
could  possibly  be  reduced  to. 

—c <~"i  t    .'  fV^  " 

All  that  I  have  here  mentioned  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  a  successful  rebellion, 
and  consequent  separation ;  but  what  would  be 
the  effects  of  an  unsuccessful  rebellion  in  the 
causo  of  meditated  separation  ?  For  it.  is, morally 
certain  that'such  rebellion  and  such  attempt  would 
be  unsuccessful.     No  person  who  knows  the  si* 
tuation  natural  and  political  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  can*  deny,  that  Ireland  of  itself  is  unable 
to  cope  with  Great  Britain,  even  if  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ireland; were  unani-mous  :  but  it  is  noto- 
rious, .in,  case  a  rebellion  was  to  break  out  for 
separation,  that  the  country  would  be  divided, 
and,  that  hefore,suc-h  rebellion  could  rage, for  one 

vear 


year,  all  the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  that  is>  almost 
the  whole  property  of  the  kingdom,  would  find 
it  their  interest  to  join  the  King's  standard.  The 
bloody,  remorseless  cruelty,  and  insatiable  thirst 
for  plunder,  of  the  rest  of  their  countrymen, 
would  soon  convince  them  of  the  necessity 
of  using  their  arms  against  them.  The  pre<- 
sent  feeble  state  of  the  French  marine,  and 
the  exhausted  state  of  that  wretched  nation  in 
general,  would  deprive  the  rebels  of  any  effectual 
assistance  from  that  quarter.  When  the  whole 
Irish  Nation,  (a  handful  of  Protestants  in  the 
North  of  the  kingdom  excepted)  took  arms  in 
the  year  1688  in  favour  of  King  James  the  Se*- 
cond,  and  the  French  Monarch,  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth, at  that  time  in  the  zenith  of  his  glory, 
sent  a  French  army,  and  an  immense  supply  of 
military  stores  to  their  assistance,  and  when  his 
navy  rode  triumphant  on  the  ocean,  England  re- 
duced the  whole  kingdom  to  the  most  abject  sub- 
misson  in  two  campaigns ;  and  similar  would  be 
the  event  of  any  Irish  Rebeliion  undertaken  in 
the  cause  of  separation  ;  but  it  will  be  attended 
H 
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with  infinite  calamity  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
land of  all  descriptions. 

WE  HAVE  STOW  OUR  CHOICE;  whether  we 
will  rush  on  onr  own  ruin,  or  embrace  with  joy 
the  measure  of  an  INCORPORATING  UNION,  the 
sure  pledge  of  national  Happiness,  Prosperity, 
and  Security.  Unconnected  as  I  am  with  the 
Government,  or  its  Ministers,  both  in  England 
and  Ireland,  and  attached  to  it  only  as  a  good 
and  loyal  subject,  in-  spite  of  clamour  and  fa<5lion, 
I  must  express  my  sincere  wish  that  the  Nation? 
may  adopt  the  latter  measure.  I  have  long  since 
made  my  choice ; 

Non  ardor  Civium  prava  jubentium 
Mente  quatit  solidd. 


THE 
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